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PREFACE. 



This work was determined upon, in the early part 
of the present winter, by various circumstances 
which were often brought prominently under my 
notice, viz : — 

1st. The excess of maritime statutes, and " a- 
mended Acts ; " and the incessant tinkering of the 
latter. These laws, I have found, do not guide, but 
on the contrary, confound and confuse. 

2dly. The numerous burdens and restrictions 
left upon British shipping, which ought to have 
been entirely swept away, when that interest was 
deprived of all its peculiar privileges. 

And, 3dly. Though the Laws which regulate 
British ships have undergone great changes, the 
fees and charges levied upon them remain almost 
the same, and Institutions which exercise a great 
influence over them are unreformed, and in most 
instances similar to what they were during the 
past century. In a word, while the shipowner's 
position and his ability to pay is entirely altered. 
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the charges exacted from him, and the institutions 
he is compelled to maintain, are all but unchanged. 

For these reasons, it has for some time been 
apparent to me, that it would be greatly to the 
advantage of our shipowners to sail their vessels 
under foreign flags, if other nations would grant 
them that privilege. 

These are the subjects of inquiry in the follow- 
ing pages. I have treated them in a business way, 
for I am a mere man of business, with very little 
experience in the art of composition, and little time 
not occupied in the details and avocations of a 
city life. This book has not been written in the 
vain hope of recommending myself, or to espouse 
the cause of any party or parties. I have been 
actuated solely by a sense that the shipping in- 
terest laboured under burdens and trammels which 
could be advantageously removed, and by a wish 
to contribute, in however small a -degree, to its 
improvement. 

I have had, however, some facilities for the exe- 
cution of the following work. Bred to the sea, 
and familiar with tlie details of building and navi- 
gating ships, I could not fail to have some ac- 
quaintance with our Maritime Laws, and witli the 
regulations which affect British shipping. The 
study of these was in fact forced upon me, and 
those imperfections and contradictions which may 
very readily escape tlie attention of others have 
been brought forcibly home to my consideration. 
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The opinions I have expressed are founded on 
practical experience, and I have conscientiously 
endeavoured to be accurate in matters of fact. 
For these reasons, this Work, though imperfect in 
other respects, may be of some little service to the 
public. 



FULHAM, 

January 24. 1852. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE PROGBESS OP TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

Jtise of our Maritime Rights and Privileges. — Navigation 
Laws of Cromwell and Charles II. — Navigation Laws of 
Holland. — Comparative Progress of British and Foreign 
Shipping in our Trade. — Effects of Huskisson's Treaties on 
our Shipping. — Effect of PeeFs Revision of the Tariff. — 
Effects of Labouchere's Policy. — Export Trade to our Colo- 
nies and Possessions. — Export Trade of the United States 
and of each of the principal Countries of Europe, with the 
Entries Inwards of their Shipping at our Ports. — Burdens, 
&c. on our Shipping at Foreign Ports. — Folly of protecting 
Coasting Ti-ade ----- Page 1 

CHAP. n. 

THE PROGRESS OP SHIPBUILDING. 

First Mode of Classification. — Lloyd's Registry. — The bene- 
ficial Effects which originally accrued from it, and the 
Necessity now for its Revision. — Remedies proposed for the 
Abuses which exist. — Modern Progress of Shipbuilding. — 
Steam Vessels. — Their rapid Increase. — The Screw. — 
Iron Sailing Vessels. — American Clippers and Colonial 
Ships. — Royal Dock Yards. — Lavish Expenditure therein. 
— Remedy proposed - - - - - 42 

CHAP. m. 

MULTIPLICITY OP ACTS. 

The Confusion created by too many Acts. -* List of Maritime 
Acts now in force. — The Advantages and Mode of Conso- 
lidation considered - - - - - 84 



X CONTENTS. 

CHAP. IV. 

THE MERCANTILE MABINE. 

Mercantile Marine Act of 1850. — Masters and Officers to 
undergo an Examination of their Competencj. — Nautical 
Schools suggested. — Principles of the Act approved : its 
Machinery objected to. — Important as regards the Preven- 
tion of Desertion. — Extent and Evils thereof stated. — 
Remedies proposed. — East • Indian Mercantile Marine 
Act. — Advance Notes : Reasons why they should be 
abolished - - - - - - Page 96 

CHAP. V. 

SALVAGE. 

Salvage by Recapture. — Ordinary Salvage. — The Right of 
Her Majesty's Ships-of-War to claim Salvage considered, 
and a more equitable Mode of adjusting such Claims pro- 
posed - - - - - - -115 

CHAP. VI. 

* 

ADMIRALTY COURTS AND MARITIME LAW. 

Constitution and Jurisdiction. — Powers of the Judge.— Mode 
of Proceeding and taking Evidence. — Objections to the 
Constitution, Practice, &c. &c — Remedies proposed. — 
Anomalies in the Civil Law in Maritime Affairs. - 137 

CHAP. VII. 

TRINITT HOUSE, CINQUE PORTS, PILOTAGE, ETC. 

Antiquity of the Society. — Constitution and Duties. — Revenue : 
from what Sources obtained, and how disbursed. — Report of 
the London Association for the Abolition of Light Dues. — 
Trinity Pensions. — Objections to their Payment with Money 
collected as Light Dues. — Cinque Ports. — Charges on Ship- 
ping at Calcutta, &c. - - - - - 153 

CHAP. VIII. 

CONSULAGE, MANNING, AND DUTIES OP SHIPOWNERS. 

Duties of Consuls. — Objections to their being allowed to 
trade, and to Mode of remunerating them. — Other Means sug- 



CONTENTS. XI 

gested. — Manning. — Crew must be Three-fourths British. 
— Objections to this Law. — Bight of Men-of-War to deprive 
Merchant Ships of Seamen. — Injurious directly and indi- 
rectly to Owners and the Mercantile Marine. — Stamp Du- 
ties on Marine Policies should be abolished. — Timber for 
Shipbuilding should be admitted free of Duty. — Stores of 
British Ships should not be placed under Seal in a British 
Port. — Hints to Shipowners regarding their Duties in rela- 
tion to Seamen, &c. &c. ... Page 187 



APPENDIX. 



No. I. 



An Act to amend the Laws in force for the Encouragement of 
British Shipping and Navigation. Cap. XXIX. 26th June, 
1849 20T 

No. II. 

An Act for improving the Condition of Master, Mates, and 
Seamen, and maintaining Discipline in the Merchant Service. 
Cap>XCIIL 14th August, 1850 - * - - 216 

No. IIL 

Copy of a Letter from Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R. N., Secre- 
tary of the Admiralty, dated 24th June, 1850, to the Penin- 
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company - 254 

Copy of a Letter from Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R. N., Secre- 
tary of the Admiralty, dated 24th June, 1850, to Messrs. 
Cunard, Burns, & Mlver - - - - 254 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, dated 25th January, 
1851, to the Secretary of the Admiralty - - 255 

Copy of a Letter from J. Parker, Esq., M.P., Secretary of the 
Admiralty; dated 29th January, 1851, to the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company - • - 25? 



XU CONTENTS. 

No. IV. 
Account of the whole of the Registered Steam Vessels exceed- 
ing 100 Tons, exclusive of Engine Room, of the United 
Kingdom, on the 1st Daj of January, 1851 ; stating, in sepa- 
rate Columns, the following Particulars : 1st, Vessels' Names ; 
2nd, Port of Registry ; 3rd, Date of Registry ; 4th^ Regis- 
tered Owners; 5th, Dimensions of Vessels in Length and 
Breadth; 6th, Tonnage, exclusive of Engine Room, and Gross 
Tonnage, when practicable ; distinguishing Vessels built of 
Iron, and also Vessels having Screw Propellers Page 258 

No. V. 

A Return of the Receipt and Application of all Monies received 
as Tolls for Lighthouses, &c., in the Year ending 31st De- 
cember, 1849, by the Corporation of Trinity House of Dept- 
ford Strond (pursuant to the Act 6 & 7 Will. 4. c. 79. s. 62.) ; 
viz. : — First, Lighthouses, &c., not transferred or purchased 
under the said Act of Parliament - - -265 

Second : Lighthouses transferred or purchased under the said 
Act of Parliament - - - - - 269 

Lighthouses and Light-vessels. — Report of Alterations and 
Improvements in the year 1849 ... 270 

Beacons - - - - - - - 270 

Account of the Receipt and Appropriation of the Pilot's Fund of 
the Corporation of Trinity House of Deptford Strond, &c. 27 1 

No. VI. 

Statement by Hugh Dempster, Writer in Greenock, upon the 
Cases conducted by him as Agent for Messrs. PoUok, Gilmour, 
and Co., against Seamen under the Greneral Seamen's Act, 
and the Mercantile Marine Act - - - 272 

No. VIL 

Notes in ^^ Astoria's " Case. John Black, seaman, v, John 
Jenkins, late Master of the ** Astoria " - - - 275 

No. vni. 

On Register-Tickets. December, 1851 - - - 277 



OUR NAYIGATION LAWS, 

&c. &c. 



CHAPTER!. /..•; 

The Progress of Trade and Naviffatif^n. 

Rise of our Maritime Rights and Privileges. — Nsfui^tign Laws of 
Cromwell and Charles 11. — -Navigation Laws of HOllaftlj^— Com- 
parative Progress of British and Foreign Shipping in <jir JTrade. — 
Effects of Huskisson's Treaties on our Shipping. — Effect,«f^Peer3 
Revision of the Tariff. — Effects of Labouchere*s Policy. -^ JUport 
Trade to our Colonies and Possessions. — Export Trade ^••tb§ 
United States, and of each of the principal Countries of Euija^^ 
with the Entries Inwards of their Shipping at our Ports. — Burd^s,* • 
&c., on our Shipping at Foreign Ports. — Folly of protecting*/ 
Coasting Trade. 

It was long considered the peculiar fate of Great Britain 
to depend almost exclusively upon her merchant navy 
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of what was styled " our maritime rights." They alone 
were considered the grand source of our power, our 
wealth, and our glory. No change in our relations with 
other countries was then contemplated, and these rights 
and privileges were embodied in statutes enacted by suc- 
cessive Parliaments, with a feeling that their maintenance 
was essential to our wealth and power. 
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2 THE PROGRESS OF TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

For full five centuries, and amidst numberless subordi- 
nate regulations, the undeviating aim of legislation was 
to maintain a system of laws which would apparently 
insure a great and steady increase of native shipping ; and 
this even to the prejudice of other interests. Then the 
whole aim in the framing and wording of the acts was 
most guardedly to confine certain portions of our trade 
with foreign countries, and the whole of our coasting and 
plantation trade, tq- -British-built ships alone. In these 
trades foreigners /cpi>H not, And, as was then thought, 
ought not, to pd/ricipate. 

In the reign -irf. "Richard II., when commerce was in its 

infancy, th&'anj^osed advantages and necessity of such a 

system jjrease^ted themselves so vividly to our ancestors, 

that in^4^£*fifth year of his reign an act of Parliament was 

passed **b/ which it was ordained that no merchandise 

shoyld'jDC carried into or out of the realm but in British 

s^g,'on pain of forfeiture. This act was introduced " to 

•Ajraken industry, and increase the wealth of the inhabit- 

Vltots and extend their influence." But it was soon dis- 

•/•••/ covered that such protective statutes defeated the very 

»•.. * object which the Legislature had in view, and shortly 

afterwards it was wisely stipulated that goods might, 

under certain conditions, be imported in the ships of that 

European nation of which such goods were the growth or 

manufacture. 

We had, however, no clearly defined Maritime acts, till 
Cromwell, in 1651, established the fundamental principles 
of our " celebrated Navigation Laws," which existed, with 
the exception of the " Free Port Act," almost unimpaired 
and unaltered to the days of Huskisson in 1825. It would 
nevertheless appear, that many well-informed writers, even 
during the period of their infancy, questioned the sound- 
ness of the policy by which they were introduced ; for we 
find from the writings of Sir Josiah Child, in 1691, that 
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they "had proved injurious, as the shipping employed 
in the Eastland and Baltic trades had decreased at least 
two-thirds since their enactment, while the Foreign ship- 
ping employed in these trades had proportionally in- 
creased." And again from Sir Matthew Decker, who, 
writing in 1756, gave it as his opinion, '' that by rendering 
the freight of ships higher than it would otherwise have 
been, they entailed a heavy burden, and had been one of 
the main causes which prevented our carrying on the 
fishery so successfully as the Dutch." 

These statements, from eminently practical men in their 
generation, were diametrically opposed to the prevailing 
opinion, that a close and guarded system of legislation 
was essential to continue and secure the supposed advan- 
tages granted by the statutes of Cromwell to British- 
built ships, and their owners, in carrying on the commerce 
of the country, and that by these, and these alone. 
Great Britain could remain in the possession of that pre- 
eminence which distinguished her as a maritime nation. 
One eloquent but enthusiastic writer, towards the close 
of the last century, in an article on the then system 
of navigation, exclaims, " After the experience we have 
had, no one can doubt but that it is the real interest of 
Great Britain to give her principal, we may say her sole 
attention to maritime affairs, to conduct her own trade 
exclusively in her own ships to all parts of the world, and 
to encourage her fisheries in every sea. From these sources 
she may always hope to obtain a naval force adequate to 
guard her shores from hostile invasion, and to secure her 
domestic felicity, both public and private, firm and un- 
shaken as the foundations of the island." 

The latter portion of these remarks may appear to 
apply with peculiar force at this moment, when there are 
so many rumours of foreign invasion. England's best 
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4 THE PROGRESS OF TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

bulw.nrk is unquestionably her wooden walls ; and whilst 
these are efficiently maintained, she may bid defiance to all 
aggression on her shores. But though at one with the 
writer in this opinion, the mode he advocates of maintain- 
ing them efficiently has long since been proved to be fal- 
lacious. The efficiency of our navy depends materially on 
the extent of our mercantile marine, and the extent of the 
latter on the number and extent of our commercial relations. 

If, on the other hand, our fisheries were now in propor- 
tion to our general commerce as they were then, and if we 
had no minerals, no manufactures, no works of art and 
science, or skill, for export and sale in other countries, and 
if our carrying trade constituted the sole branch of our 
commerce worthy of cultivation beyond the limits of our 
island and her possessions, then might the policy of Crom- 
well, which was much more liberal than that of his pre- 
decessors, — be advantageously maintained, then might we 
even desire to carry on our own trade exclusively in our 
own ships without fear of retaliation. 

If the maritime commerce of this country was still the 
only consideration, we might advocate a very different line 
of policy even from that which was promulgated by Mr. 
Huskisson. But though that branch of our trade, con- 
sidering our isolated position, is, indeed, a most important 
one, there are now others which also demand the serious 
consideration of the Legislature. The law of Cromwell 
will not suit the nineteenth century. Laws must be altered 
to suit, as far as possible, the ever-changing state of 
society. " Human institutions were not made for immor- 
tality." The energies of man, assisted by science, are 
yearly developing new channels of trade, and hitherto 
unknown methods and branches of commerce. To these 
we must conform our laws. Man was not made for 
the laws, but laws were made for him. To re-enact 
the stringent laws of Cromwell, would undoubtedly not 
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only prove prejudicial to the other great interests of 
the country, but would, such is the state of society 
throughout the world, unquestionably injure that par- 
ticular interest which they professed to foster and protect. 
We see this exemplified in a most striking manner by 
the confined and narrow-minded legislative measures of 
Holland, maintained in almost all their original rigour 
to the present day. To encourage the construction of 
vessels suited to the trade between that country and 
their valuable colony, Java, the Dutch government im- 
posed high differential duties, and gave a bonus in 
the shape of exorbitant freights in favour of vessel* 
so constructed. The country, of course, paid for this, 
and in the progress of time the shipowners themselves, 
who derived the supposed benefits, were the principal con- 
tributors, as almost every man in Holland had become a 
shipowner. At last, so many vessels were built that 
the government was compelled to reduce the original 
standard rate of freight full one-half, and even at the 
reduced rate, which is now, we believe, about 51. per 
ton, the shipowners are obliged to keep their vessels m 
port often twelve and eighteen months before it is their 
" turn " to be employed. The consequences are apparent. 
The consumer complains of having to pay 51. per ton 
for his sugar and coffee, when it might be brought to him 
for 3/. 5s. The shipowner complains of having to wait 
eighteen months, and sail his ship twelve months, in all 
two years and a half, before he can earn 5/r, when, 
with an open trade, he might earn twice 3/. 5s. in less 
time. We need not remark that such a state of things 
cannot long exist, even in Holland, wedded, as the excel- 
lent people of that country are, to old prejudices and cus- 
toms. The children of the very men, and, in some 
instances, the men themselves who created the monopoly, 
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6 THE PROGRESS OF TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

will find it much to their own interest to become the 
instruments of its destruction, and are, in fact, the instru- 
ments already. 

We, however, set the example to Holland in the 
restrictive policy which she has so long maintained ; for it 
would appear, that the aim of what was styled the " cele- 
brated Navigation Act" of 1651 was not so much to 
promote our own navigation, as to strike a decisive blow 
at the naval power of the Dutch, who had then mono- 
polised almost the whole carrying trade of the world. 
" This act," in the words of Mr. M'CuUoch, ** declared, 
that no goods or commodities whatever, of the growth, 
production, or manufacture of Asia, Africa, or America, 
should be imported either into England or Ireland, or 
any of the plantations, except in ships belonging to 
English subjects, and of which the master and the greater , 
number of the crew were also English. Having thus 
secured the import trade of Asia, Africa, and America, to 
the English shipowners, the act went on to secure to them, 
as far as that was possible, the import trade of Europe. 
For this purpose, it further enacted, that no goods of the 
growth, production, or manufacture of any country in 
Europe, should be imported into Great Britain, except in 
British ships, or in such ships as were the real property of 
the people of the country or place in which the goods were 
produced, or from tchich they could only be, or most usually 
were, exported. The latter part of the clause was entirely 
levelled against the Dutch, who had but little native pro- 
duce to export, and whose ships were principally employed 
in carrying the produce of other countries to foreign 
markets. Such were the leading provisions of this famous 
act. They were adopted by the regal government which 
succeeded Cromwell, and form the basis of the act of the 
12th Car. 2. c. 18., which continued, to a very recent 
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period, to be the rule by which our naval intercourse with 
other countries was mainly regulated ; and has been pom« 
pously designated the Ckarta Maritima of England!" — 
" Such, indeed, was our jealousy," continues Mr. M^Cul- 
loch, ^^ of the naval and commercial greatness of the 
Dutch, that, in order to cripple it, we did not hesitate 
totally to proscribe all trade with them ; and to prevent 
the possibility of fraud, or of clandestine or indirect 
intercourse with Holland, we went so far as to include the 
commerce with the Netherlands and Germany in the same 
proscription. The statute of the 14th Car. 2. prohibited 
all importation from these countries of a long list of enu- 
merated commodities under any circumstances, or in any 
vessels, whether British or foreign, under the penalty of 
seizure and confiscation of the ships and goods. So far as 
it depended on us, Holland, the "Netherlands, and Ger- 
many were virtually placed without the pale of the com- 
mercial world I And though the extreme rigour of this 
statute was subsequently modified, its principal provisions 
remained in full force until the late alterations," 

Strange to say, that narrow minded and restricted policy 
has met with very general eulogy ; and even the celebrated 
iather of political economy. Dr. Adam Smith, admitted 
that the laws to which we have referred, originating, 
almost entirely, from national animosity, " had done more 
to elevate our maritime position than that which the most 
deliberate wisdom could have recommended." 

It is, however, very questionable whether the acts 
levelled against the maritime commerce of Holland had 
the desired effect. Be this as it may, they would now be 
unfit patterns for us to follow. Our aim is not now to 
rise upon the ruins of Holland, or any other country ; for 
on their prosperity rests so far our own prosperity. We 
have now arrived at that position, that the question with 

B 4 
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U3 is not SO much, how are we to rise higher as a mari- 
time nation? as it is, how are we to preserve the pre- 
eminence in maritime affairs which we have attained, and 
at the same time extend our other commercial relations ? 

On this important question our views somewhat differ 
from those of various eminent economists. It is true 
^' that navigation and naval power are the children, not 
the parents, — the effect, not the cause, — of commerce;" 
but we must look to the sources from which commerce 
springs, and there is no denying the fact that one grand 
source of our navigation and naval power consisted of the 
many colonies, islands, and dependencies to which, as our 
own, we exercised the exclusive right of the carrying trade ; 
and this, we conceive, was one of the main channels of 
profit which we had in view when so large an amount of 
our revenue was expended to make these colonies and 
islands our own ; moreover these sources — these channels 
of commerce — are still maintained at a considerable annual 
cost to us ; so considerable, indeed, that if we are to derive 
no special benefit from them, we see no reason why this 
country should be longer saddled with their maintenance. 

Mr. Huskisson appears to have entertained a similar 
opinion; for though he materially altered and extended 
our Navigation Laws, by entering into treaties with 
every country who desired to deal with us on equitable 
terms, he neither considered it politic nor found it neces- 
sary to throw open our colonial carrying trade to the 
ships of other nations. One portion of his celebrated law 
he left imperfect, and that was in not allowing British 
ships to import all non-prohibited articles from wherever 
they might be found. The consequence of this omission 
was, that "though the ports along the English Channel 
were glutted with the corn and cotton of America, the 
coffee of Java, the sugar of Brazil and Cuba, and the tea 
of China, and though all or some of these articles might at 
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the time have been deficient here, not one of them could 
be imported in a foreign ship, unless, as was sometimes 
the case, the goods were carried back to the country 
whence they had been originally shipped ; nor even in a 
British ship, unless it were first carried from Europe to 
some other continent." — M^Culhch 

This absurd regulation was the main cause which led, 
in 1849, to the total repeal of Huskisson's Navigation 
Laws. It was an argument, in itself so powerful that 
those in opposition were unable to overthrow it. The ob- 
stacle could easily have been removed by nationalising goods 
wherever found; but unfortunately the whole question 
was made one of party; neither the ministers nor the 
opposition were inclined to meet each other and calmly 
discuss the various clauses of our then Navigation Laws. 
Finally, it was made a cabinet measure, and on the ques- 
tion of total and unqualified repeal the Ministry staked 
their office. 

The Act of 12 & 13 Vict, was then passed, better 
known by the name of the Act for the ** Repeal of the 
Navigation Lawsy^ of which much has been said, and 
much written, and of the clauses and consistency of which 
we also have a good deal to say in our present review. 
Books were written upon our previous Navigation Laws, 
but unfortunately they were written for a purpose. Mr. 
Kicardo published an anatomy of them, but as he had a 
party to serve, he only dissected one side, and even his dissec- 
tion, so far as it went, was, we must say, very imperfect. 

Our object, however, is rather, in the present chapter, to 
trace the progress of navigation ; and while, at the same 
time, fully noticing the progress of commerce generally, to 
mark the comparative rise of British and foreign shipping 
under various principles of maritime legislation, without 
advocating any particular line of commercial policy. From 
the returns subsequently given, derived from authentic 
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sources^ our readers may draw their own coDclusions. 
We may here remark that, previously to the year 1800, 
the returns were very imperfect, and that even from that 
time till the termination of the war in 1815, no con- 
clusions can be drawn which will prove of any service 
in assisting our readers to arrive at any sound conclusions 
as to the effects produced by the protective policy adopted 
on behalf of British shipping by every successive govern- 
ment previously to 1821. 

The following table shows the clearances outwards of 
British and foreign ships from 1663 to 1811 inclusive. 



Table of Britbh and Foreign Ships cleared outwards from 1663 to 
1811 inclusive. 



Yeui. 


British. 


Foreign. 


Total. 


y«». 


British. 


FoKign. 


Total. 




Tons. 


Tons, 


Tons. 




Tons 


Tons. 


Ton$. 


1663 > 
1669 i 


95,266 


47,634 


142,900 


1773 
1774 


874,421 
901,016 


57,994 
68,402 


932,416 
969,418 


1688 


190,533 


95,267 


285,800 


1775 


882,579 


68,034 


o-n.n:^ 


ir.97 


144,264 


100,r)24 


244,788 


1776 


872,108 


74,323 


:?4*i,i3i 


17C0) 

1701 J 

1702 3 








1777 


827,067 


102,638 


tjac^^ft-i 


273,693 


43,635 


317,328 


1778 


732,558 


93,778 


l!3fi,3.^6 








1779 


642,981 


149,040 


7i>],fi^[ 


1709 


243,693 


45,625 


280,318 


1780 


731,286 


164.111 


'^'^-■.'.:'.'.'7 


1712 


326,620 


29,115 


355,735 


1781 


608,219 


170,775 


7r>^:i!'4 


1713) 








1782 


615,150 


225,456 


bUKNJfi 


1714 . 


421,431 


26,573 


448,004 


1783 


8G-"i.TiQ 


170,938 


l,(i:v,:jiji 


17153 








1784 


\a'>:i\\\ 


118,268 


ls0^r|,iH7 


17261 








17H5 


l,('7^,'-'^i^> 


107,484 


i,i^L^.;itO 


1727 f 


432,838 


83,651 


456,483 


1786 


i,n.},oi4 


121,197 


wi\M\:i't\ 


17283 








1787 


l.ti71^<lX! 


138,220 


l,H7.'-!3 


17367 
1737 {■ 
17383 








1788 


\,AUS\>J 


128,997 


!,Mri,i;'^U 


476»941 


26,627 


503,568 


1789 


1,M ■JI^J 


103,722 


1,CI«.7-13 








1790 


l,4^.t.[»]'J 


148,919 


iH.V3.ft;n 


1739; 
1740 f 
17413 








1791 


l,SrL:24'i 


184,729 


\x^3\itn 


384,191 


87,260 


471,451 


1792 


l,^il».laS 


175.405 


l,7^l^^;■ni;l 








1793 


l.lrtlf.-jri'i 


187,032 


^^u:m 


i;49) 








1794 


l,a'^-i,M>] 


218,077 


l/'fi<i,"JI3 


1750 J 


609,798 


51,386 


661,184 


1795 


Lur^-iM 


382,567 


l/-2N,[3JT 


1751 J 








1796 


l,i!r>.1.(]-24 


478,386 


1,7:iii,UN0 


1756 f 
17573 








1797 


1,11 -^J 81 


396.271 


1,61)1 '.Olri 


496,254 


76,456 


572,710 


1798 


1,81*1, lol 


365,719 


I.f;^-1,.^70 








1799 


1,S*K',--M 


414,774 


lt"i-.:iL'--i 


1760 


640,241 


107,237 


647,478 


1800 


\y4\u,-ri\ 


686,051 


%n^KJ>Tl 


1761 


582,020 


122,735 


704,755 


HOI 


l,Ji i:.,'i-ii 


804,880 


2,[-V:'..yil 


1762 


643,444 


124,926 


668.370 


1802 


l,(i-in.!'r;i; 


401,723 


a,(m8.r,?!!y 


1763 


631,724 


91,693 


723,317 


1803 


l^yiX^A^ 


574,642 


y,0'V.^^rii 


1764 


66->,434 


79,800 


742,234 


1804 


l,4<l:5,"i^ii 


587,849 


2,0:ilj:i.T 


1765 


7/6,402 


72,215 


798,617 


1805 


l.i'j.'if'itB 


605,821 


2,L:il,ii:iii 


1766 


758,081 


66,1.'»3 


824,234 


1806 


l,4S(5,3n2 


568,170 


2,004,472 


1767 


725,836 


68,006 


793,841 


1807 


1,4:^4,1 [fl 


631,910 


2,066,013 


1768 


761,786 


77.984 


839,770 


1808 


1,37^. -iJiJ 


282,145 


1,664,966 


1769 


805^5 


68,420 


873,725 


1809 


l,fai.J--i 


699,750 


2,230,902 


1770 


806,495 


63,176 


869,671 


1810 


l,6;i4.^7[ 


1,138,527 


2,762,801 


1771 


877,004 


66,898 


943,902 


1811 


im^hA 


696,232 


2,203,686 


1772 


923,456 


72.931 


996,387 
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This table shows a progressive increase of both British 
and foreign tonnage, and that the increase of the former 
was greater and more steady than that of the latter. Con- 
sidering the increase of the population, and the thereby 
necessary increase of trade, progression must have been 
the case under any line of policy, except such as would 
have driven the increasing population and commerce 
from our shores. There were, however, so many coun- 
teracting influences, sudden outbursts of war, short and 
long blockades, and uncertain periods of peace, all of 
which tended, under the various circumstances in which 
our general trade with other countries was placed by these 
changes, to create such fluctuations in our carrying trade, 
that a steady annual increase was not to be expected. 
Besides, the returns were often fallacious, through im- 
proper fiscal regulations, imperfect modes of ascertaining 
numbers, and, too often, through causes which we should 
now be at a loss to understand. It is therefore not 
surprising that we find in the foregoing table sudden 
fluctuations in a single year which can hardly in any 
other way be accounted for. No farther back than 1810, 
the entries outwards of foreign tonnage appear to have 
nearly equalled the entries outwards of British; and, 
more surprising still, it will be found in a table which 
is to follow, that in the same year, the entries inwards 
of foreign tonnage exceeded the entries inwards of British 
by 280,242 ; while in the following year, 1811, the foreign 
tonnage entered inwards was little more than one half 
of what it was in 1810. This doubtless arose from some 
one of the various causes we have named. 

It is, however, curious to glance at this table of clear- 
ances outwards, inasmuch as when British tonnage from 
1760 to 1811 was steadily increasing, foreign tonnage 
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was undergoing the most astounding fluctuations, rising 
rapidly from 1756 to 1762, and then diminishing till 
1779. 

In the perusal of that table it must, however, be borne 
in mind by our readers, that the return from 1663 to 1751, 
was only for English shipping, and that from that date to 
about the year 1800, the ships of Great Britain only were 
included. Afterwards the table gives those of the United 
Kingdom and her Possessions, and it must likewise be 
borne in mind, that our possessions were from that period 
materially increased, as, during the late war, we added 
colony to colony, and island to island. 

We now give a return of the entries inwards of British 
and foreign ships, from 1801 to 1850 inclusive. (See 
next page.) It shows the progress of navigation under 
the different policies which were adopted. We may here 
remark that for three years previously to 1814 there 
are no returns, the records for those years having been 
consumed by the great fire which destroyed the Custom- 
house in 1814, and therefore we only give the rise per cent, 
from 1815. 

These returns, on which reliance may be placed, were 
compiled without any idea of what they would prove. 
They confirm, however, opinions we have long held re- 
specting the soundness of the general principles of the 
maritime policy of the late Mr. Huskisson ; and though 
there is a party, who, to this day, denounce the mea- 
sures of that great minister, and wish our Government 
to go back to the Navigation Act in force previously to 
1825, the best answer we can give to that party is to refer 
them to the table opposite. From it they will discover 
that the protection they advocate, while it drove all nations 
to frame retaliatory measures against us, was in every 
respect ruinous to that very interest which they desired 



Account of the Total Tonnage of the Vessels engaged in thQ Foreign 
and Colonial Trade of tlie United Kingdom, that entered inwards 
from all Parts of the World in the several Years from 1801 to 1850, 
both inclusive, distinguishing British and Foreign, and showing the 
Kate of Increase of each, from 1816 to 1850, in Quinquennial Periods. 







Increase p«r 




Increase per 


Total Tonnage 


Yn. 


U. Kingdom. 


Cent, in each 


Foreign. 


Cent, in each 


entered 






6 Years. 




ft Years. 


Inwards. 




Tons. 




Tons, 




Tons. 


1801 


922,594 




780,155 




1,702,749 


1802 


1,333,005 




480,251 




1,813,266 


1803 


1,115,702 




638,104 




1,753,806 


1804 


904,932 




607,299 




1,512,231 


1805 


953,250 




691,883 




1,645,133 


1806 


904,367 




612,904 




1,517,271 


1807 


No returns. 




680,144 






1808 


>» 




283,657 






1809 


938,675 




759,287 




1,697,962 


1810 


896,001 




1,176,243 




2,072,244 


1811 


No returns. 




687,180 






1812 


a 




No returns. 






1813 


» 




»> 






1814 


1,209,248 




599,287 




1,808,535 


1816 


1,372,108 




764,562 




2,136,670 


1816 


1,415,723 




379,465 


^ 


1,795,188 


1817 


1,625,121 




445,011 




2,070,132 


1818 


1,886,394 


■ - 


762,457 


- - 


2,648,851 


1819 


1,809,128 




542,684 




2,351,812 


1820 


1,668,060 


^ 


447,611 




2,115,671 


1821 


1,599,274 




396,256 




1,995,530 


1822 


1,664,186 




469,151 




2,133,337 


1823 


1,740,859 


6-4 


582,996 


•22-9 


2,323,855 


1824 


1,797,320 




759,441 




2,556,761 


1825 


2,143,317 


, 


959,312 




3,102,629 


1826 


1,950,630 




694,116 




2,644,746 


1827 


2,086,898 




751,864 




2,838,762 


1828 


2,094,357 


17-3 


634,620 


►12-1 


2,728,977 


1829 


2,184,535 




710,303 




2,894,838 


1830 


2,180,042 


^ 


758,828 


^ 


2,938,870 


1831 


2,367,322 


* 


874,605 




3,241,927 


1832 


2,185,980 




639,979 




2,825,959 


1833 


2,183,814 


■9-3 


762,085 


•120 


2,945,899 


1834 


2,298,263 




833,905 




3,132,168 


1835 


2,442,734 


^ 


866,990 




3,309,724 


1836 


2,505,473 




988,899 




3,494,372 


1837 


2,617,166 




1,005,940 




3,623,106 


1838 


2,785,387 


'15-6 


1,211,666 


■50-8 


3,997,053 


1839 


3,101,650 




1,331,365 




4,433,015 


1840 


2,197,501 




1,460,294 


^ 


3,657,795 


1841 


8,361,211 




1,291,165 




4,652,376 


1842 


3,294,725 




1,205,303 




4,500,028 


1843 


3,545,346 


►37-4 


1,301,905 


15-6 


4,847,296 


1844 


3,647,463 




1,402,138 




5,049,601 


1845 


4,310,639 




1,735,079 


^ 


6,045,718 


1846 


4,294,733 


" 


1,806,282 


^ 


6,101,015 


1847 


4,942,094 




2,253,939 




7,196,033 


1848 


4,565,533 


►28-8 


1,960,412 


►508 


6,525,945 


1849 


4,884,210 




2,035,690 




6,919,900 


1850 


4,700,199 


- 


2,400,277 


- 


7,100,476 
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should be nursed and protected, whatever might become 
of others. What did British shipping gain by the old 
laws which they desire to see restored, and about which 
many are still so clamorous ? In the five years preceeding 
the reciprocity measures of Mr. Huskisson, these five 
palmy years of their boasted protection, the British ship- 
ping which entered our ports increased about 6 per cent., 
while the foreign tonnage entered inwards during the 
same period increased 22 per cent, in spite of all those 
closely protective legislative enactments. 

In 1825, that great minister said, We will open our ports 
to all who will open their ports to us, and deal with us on 
equitable terms. Ruin was prophesied to our shipping 
interest; but what was the result? In the five years 
which followed 1825, the entries inwards of British ship- 
ping increased 17 per cent., while foreign tonnage only 
increased 12 per cent. 

From that period till 1840 our shipping steadily in- 
creased, and at a ratio equal to foreign shipping during the 
two preceding quinquennial periods ; and showing at the 
same time a much greater progress than what took place 
during the period of the closest protection. Another era 
arrived, and with it another great minister. He was then 
a member of the opposition ; he had not studied, perhaps, 
our maritime laws as his predecessor Mr. Huskisson had 
done, but he saw that from some cause or other foreign 
nations were again marching ahead of us, so much so, 
that from 1836 to 1840 inclusive, the entries inwards of 
these ships at our ports had increased by 50 per cent., 
while our own had only increased 15 per cent. In 1841 
Sir Robert Peel entered office and power, and his first 
great measure was a thorough revision of our Customs 
tariff, and an entire abolition of all those paltry duties, 
which, while they retarded commerce, scarcely paid the 
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expense of their collection^ while he materially reduced the 
duty on others, and admitted many bulky articles free, or 
at a comparatively low duty. The result to the shipping 
interest was, that from 1841 to 1845 inclusive, the in- 
crease of entries inwards of British tonnage was 37 per 
cent., while the increase in foreign, during a like period, 
was only 15 per cent. 

We now draw towards the period when the present 
ministry entered office ; but from the serious dispensation 
which befell our country in 1847, the calculations on the 
comparative increase of the entries inwards of British and 
foreign tonnage, from 1845 to 1850 inclusive, have been 
seriously disturbed. 

In 1847 we had a famine ; and, to bring food to our 
people, our laws of navigation were, to a certain extent, for 
that year, suspended ; so that every vessel, of any nation, 
laden with grain or flour, was allowed to enter our ports 
free. Consequently the entries inwards of foreign tonnage 
in 1847 exceeded by 447,657 what they were in 1846. 
Towards the close of 1849, our Navigation Laws were 
entirely repealed; so that in 1850 the entries inwards of 
foreign tonnage exceeeded what they were in 1849 by 
364,587 tons. That is, while British shipping decreased 
from 4,884,210 tons in 1849, to 4,700,199 tons in 1850, 
foreign shipping trading to our ports increased in the 
same years from 2,035,690 tons to 2,400,277 tons. Our 
comparative increase, therefore, for the last five years, 
calculated in our tables, of 28 per cent, for British, 
and 50 per cent, for foreign, showing a great increase 
in the latter, is accounted for by the two causes we have 
named. 

We come now to examine and compare the maritime 
policy of Mr. Huskisson and Lord John Russell, or rather 
Mr. Labouchere. Many have considered them somewhat 
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similar; but the principles of the Navigation Act of 
Mr. Labouchere are almost as different from those of 
Mr. Huskisson as the policy of the latter statesman was 
from that of Oliver Cromwell. Different, inasmuch as 
Mr. Huskisson calmly weighed the subject in all its 
various attitudes; and, though treating it with all the 
spirit of a liberal statesman, viewed it with the eye of 
a man of business. " I will give you what you want," 
he said to foreign nations ; " but give me something like an 
equivalent ; and if you cannot do that, give me at least in 
return what you have to give." He also narrowly looked 
to see if there were any burdens peculiar to our shipowners, 
to which the shipowners of other nations, admitted to that 
particular branch of trade in which they were engaged, 
were not subjected. If there were, he either relieved them 
of their peculiar burdens, or equalised them ; so that those 
British and foreign ships engaged in a particular trade 
might bear alike. 

But very different was the policy of the present Govern- 
ment? The fatality which drove them to adopt the 
course they have done, is still unaccountable. No stipu- 
lation of any kind was made with foreign nations ; and, 
stranger still, every burden which oppressed our ship- 
owners was left unrepealed. A protective policy we can 
understand. A liberal policy we respect and esteem. But 
the maritime policy of our present Government is to us 
unfathomable. It is neither one nor the other. It is liberal 
in the extreme to strangers and aliens ; but it is on the 
other hand oppressive in the extreme to one most important 
body of its own subjects. We are at a loss to conceive 
why that body was not placed on at least the same footing 
as its foreign competitors ? This is the grand question 
with which we have to deal — and on it we have much 
to say hereafter. But here we may remark, and we have 
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no doubt of the fact, that unless the Navigation Acts now 
in force undergo a thorough revision, our progress as a 
maritime nation will, compared to that of our foreign 
competitors, be retrograde. If our laws remain in the 
imperfect state they are at present, we shall undoubtedly 
lose the position we have held, and in time become a 
second-rate maritime nation. We venture to wish that our 
readers of every grade of politics would calmly note what 
we say, for, considering our isolated position, it is indeed to 
us, as a nation, a serious question. Let them note, that in 
the first year after our late Navigation Laws — the laws of 
Mr. Huskisson — were repealed, the entries inwards of our 
own ships at our own ports decreased 184,011 tons; while 
the entries inwards of foreign shipping increased by 364,587 
tons; and that up to the 5th December, 1851, the entries 
inwards of British and foreign ships, exclusive of those in 
ballast, were respectively 3,988,024 tons, and 2,456,019 
tons ; showing up to this period of the second year of the 
Kepeal, an increase over the corresponding period of 1850 
of 239,229 tons in the entries of British ships, but of foreign, 
an increase of 558,964 tons, being much more than double. 
It may, however, be desirable to examine the question 
still more minutely, and to see if, in other branches of our 
cominerce, we are gaining by an increase of our exports to 
other countries, what we are losing in the carrying trade ; 
for though, our position considered, our maritime interests 
are of paramount importance to us as a nation, there are 
other great interests, which require the most careful con- 
sideration on the part of the Government. These interests 
must not, however, forget, that though they are the parents 
of shipping, there are two descriptions of shipping — British 
and Foreign. That the former expends its earnings in 
their manufactures and produce, and that on it alone 
they depend for protection in the hour of emergency and 
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need. The latter neither expends its earnings here nor 
' protects us. 

Before, however, entering upon this subject, we shall 
insert, for the information of our nautical readers, a table 
showing the progressive increase of ships built and regis- 
tered in the British Empire from 1820 to 1850 inclusive, 
with the increase per cent, every five years (see opposite 
page). 

To account for the apparent decrease in the five years 
which followed 1825, we may observe, that in 1826 the 
Registry Act came into operation, by which all owners of 
ships were compelled to re-register, when the names of 
those that had ceased to exist disappeared from the books ; 
whereas, previous to that date, when a ship was once 
placed on the registry books, she was there allowed to 
remain till evidence was produced of her being sold to 
foreigners, lost, or otherwise destroyed. Hence the number 
of ships which were in existence, built and belonging to 
the British Empire, could not at any given year pre- 
viously to 1826 be correctly ascertained. Indeed from 
the number of losses continually taking place, of which 
no evidence was formally recorded, such returns were, 
previously to that date, very wide of the truth. From 
the year 1827, however, the increase has been marked and 
progressive, and shows a material increase during the five 
years after 1841, when Sir Robert Peel held oflSce, and 
completed the important changes in our tariff, to which 
we have already referred. In 1849 we find an increase 
over 1848 of the vessels built and registered in the United 
Kingdom and Possessions in Europe and the Colonies 
during these years respectively of 17,202 tons, whereas in 
1850 we find a decrease of 6,841 tons; — all tending to 
prove what we feared. We have, however, no desire — 
no interest — to make matters worse than they really are 



«.s i 

o OS o 
o „-2 

■5 ^ ? 

.» i i 

fu 

« &,o 
bpw <D 

5 .». « 

511 

S o.o 
b^ o S 

Cl 00 o 

^ 2 S . 

cfi g w. 3h 
22":^^ 

"s^ S.s 

nil 

<1 






§1 

H 


















cf ei c^efc^eicic* cCwc^TcC fffeie* c« e« ch of c« « ai to eon eoeoeonnn 



b9 91 C4 C« 04 C4 ? 



^^SSc<§SS^SSiS^^S^^S 









|SgiSiiiS3Sg§ilii5lii5§ii§lgg§§l 









20 THE PROGRESS OF TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

Our aim is to arrive at the truth, and satisfy ourselves 
as to the soundness or unsoundness of the maritime policy 
which has been recently adopted. For this purpose we 
will enter upon the broad question, and our tables embrace 
the results of our commercial policy generally. 

We were most anxious to include in these similar re- 
turns for the year ending 5th of January, 1852 ; but as 
the main portion of our work was in the press previously to 
that date, it was, of course, impossible to do so. 

That our nautical readers may better understand the 
question, we have compiled the table on the opposite page, by 
which they will see the value of our trade with each of our 
own possessions and colonies from 1827 to 1850 inclusive, 
many being under the erroneous impression that it is of far 
greater value to us than that of all foreign countries with 
which we deal. It is true that our colonial trade is both 
very large and very valuable. The exports from this 
country in the year 1850 to such possessions and colonies 
amounted to no less than 19,289,0177., but in the same 
year the value of our exports to the United States, Ger- 
many, Prussia, Holland, Belgium, and France (and these 
do not include all the foreign countries with which we 
deal), amounted to 29,430,127/. 

This table requires no comment from us. It speaks for 
itself, and is one which may be interesting to study, as it 
shows at a glance the progress of our export trade to each 
of our own colonies and possessions from 1827 to 1850 
inclusive. Upon it many interesting and instructive com- 
mercial articles might be framed. 
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22 THE PROGRESS OF TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

The subject of our review will, however, be better 
elucidated by a reference to the tables on p. 23. 

These tables, while they give the rise per cent in triennial 
periods of the shipping of various countries which enter 
our ports, give also during the same period the increase 
and decrease of our exports to the countries where these 
vessels are registered and owned. 

It is not our intention to enter into any lengthened dis- 
cussion on the figures and facts which these tables reveal. 
We should prefer that our readers examined them 
minutely and formed their own impressions as to the 
results of any particular line of policy. The returns are 
in themselves of much more value than any arguments 
we might adopt. 

They show that in our trade with our own possessions 
and settlements, in the first year after our Navigation Laws 
were repealed, our exports to them increased 2,927,4397., 
but that our tonnage entered inwards decreased 314,831 
tons. In the same year our exports to the United States 
increased also by 2,920,9337., but the entries of their ships 
at our ports, instead of decreasing as ours had done in the 
same year, increased by 7,205 tons. 

With Spain we find that our exports in the same year 
increased by 245,2377., while the entries inwards of their 
tonnage at our ports increased 5,905 tons. To under- 
stand, however, the value of our trade with Spain, we must 
refer to our exports to Gibraltar, as the great bulk of them 
are smuggled into Spain. There we find a somewhat extra- 
ordinary return, fluctuating from 1,176,7377. in 1843, to 
388,1417. in 1850, the latter year being a decrease from 
1849 of 145,3407. Thus, while in the year after repeal, 
the value of our exports to that country increased about 
10 per cent., the Spanish shipping entering our ports in- 
creased over 33 per cent. 



•SI'S 



S'o'^ 



2 a> a 00 

C8 *^ -*J 

.2 gH^ . 

•r G) a 

f3 o b © 

^3 S 2 « 



I 



0) m 



^ (i> 






M-^ 
I 



" I. S ^r^ 



S.3S.S5.S 



S ® 2 -J 






Sis,- 

£Qg«g 



o5 

H 

H 

CO 

Q 
H 






ojQ « r fl 
fl o « ^ 




525 

o 

o 
o 



O 



n 









3 5<i8 



O CO 



6 90 

a 00 



•-•CO -So -O FH 



S'l-i «oeo«ooeoi-<«oeot^<NO»i-iot>.»-"i-i 
S»ocoo«or^«5*^otr«oi-Hororco'i-rarTjrt>re»3' 






y w d 9^ 

00 q CO 



dp 




d^ 

fl CD 



i^ .9' 



!§ .a^ 



» (N (N(NeoTj*o>oo«oOTjiooooeot^Tj*(?i«OpH 

gP«0 O»-"O'^O»O00C0i-<t>«'^«00i(NQ0000S 

S'^ooo(r<>f<o(?r«oof»cr»rr«rrarQtr«o'«o"oo'i^»o' 

f®oooeo<Nt^«oooe9o>c>iO'«^'^eocooiooo4 
^pHC^<NCNC<ieocN'«fc^eoTj«eO'^Tj««o»r3»o»o 



d r* 


d r* 


IS 


d«? 


d9 


S pH 


S 414 


a ph 


P CO 


TIJ 


TiJ iS 


-^ c5 


•^ Tj* 



0>QO»OOCN«00<NTj*0'-^t^ro<X><X>0^^ 
«5 0> '<*' *0<N^t^©i^O«OOOU^Q^OOTjJ^'-^0>^0 0»^ 




.o<N«ocoooeotN.o>oooot^cogo«o»o»o;^ 

CoTooCO'Ottr-^CO^t^CrcrortCoi (N go O CO 00 
90>OO»0'^OOOO00'-i00«0(MC05JC3St;^ 






i' 



r>.C0O»O»«»Op-<-^i-H»O0>»O<Ni-H0»0»00t>» 
«0»0»0«OC<lpHiOir5^0<N»0(MTl««0(Nt^i-H 

eo o ot^Op-^ "^*^*i>*^^^'^"^*i*?v'^^ 

oori-rTfc?co'«o*^*'^w»««ot>r«o»o co«ror 



OOQOOOaOOOOOOOOOQOQOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOO 



24 THE PROGRESS OF TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

We turn now to our trade with HoDand and Belgium, 
Germany and Prussia, and France, and to these we like- 
wise beg a careful reference. 

While during 1848, 1849, and 1850, our Exports to 
Holland and Belgium decreased 3 per cent, their ship- 
ping entering our ports increased 44 per cent. While, 
further, our exports in 1850 alone decreased 280,6527., 
their tonnage in our trade increased by 21,873 tons. That 
while in the same three years our exports to Germany and 
Prussia decreased by 1 1 per cent, the entries of their ton- 
nage at our ports increased by 33 per cent. ; and though 
the last year in the table, the year after our Navigation 
Laws were repealed, shows an increase in our exports to 
these countries of 1,378,6347. or about 22 per cent., we 
find an increase of their tonnage entering our ports of 
224,496 tons, or about 93 per cent. 

As to France, while the declared value of our exports 
to it during the same period of three years increased 
by 49 per cent., their shipping in our trade increased 
by 218 per cent. Since 1847, when Prince Joinville 
published his pamphlet, and turned the attention of the 
French to maritime affairs, their mercantile marine has 
made rapid strides. It is true that it is still compara- 
tively insignificant, but we are assisting to make it 
powerful, and if ever it become so, they will be dan- 
gerous neighbours. They are doing all in their power 
to increase their commerce ; and their shipping, which 
we have been accustomed to hold in contempt, is now 
becoming important. Even in spite of the disordered 
state of the Government, their dockyards, on which the 
rank grass grew, are now hives of industry ; new life has 
arisen in their sea-ports; the sound of the axe and the 
hammer is heard where all was silence. Formerly they 
had no scope for their energy, no encouragement to their 
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26 THE PROGRESS OP TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

industry, no colonies with which to trade, except one 
solitary isle of the Pacific. We had, at an enormous 
sacrifice of British wealth, and British blood, torn from 
France, as trophies of war, almost all she possessed be- 
yond the mainland she now occupies. We have now 
given her the free right of trade, not only between all our 
possessions and her own country, but to and from this 
country also. She is alive to the great boon we have con- 
ferred upon her. She has little to give in return, but that 
little she most tenaciously reserves to herself. 

The ships of France load at Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, 
Ceylon, and all our dependencies, for this country, on 
terms of perfect equality with our own. But our ships 
cannot load at these (our own) ports for France on equal 
terms ; she still maintains the differential duty on produce 
imported thence in her own ships, and thus we are ex- 
cluded. Our merchants, resident at these ports, are thus 
induced to give extra rates of freight to the ships of 
France, and why ? because they have the option of a 
market; they can send them to Havre or Bordeaux or 
any other French port for orders, to deliver either there 
or at a port in England. If they engaged an English 
vessel they would not have that privilege. So far as 
our shipping is concerned, there is therefore no freedom of 
trade with France. 

All who know the Brazilian trade are aware that a 
preference is invariably given to the ships of France and 
Belgium over those of this country ; not on account of 
the superiority of their built and class or general manage- 
ment, but because the cargoes of their vessels are by our 
present laws, admitted to the ports of Great Britain on 
the same terms as like cargoes by our own ships, whereas 
the former will escape a discriminating duty of 5 per cent, 
should it meet the views of the importers to order these 
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ships for delivery of their cargoes to any of the ports of 
France or Belgium. A duty of 5 per cent, being levied 
on the cargoes of all British ships from the Brazils deliver- 
ing at any of these ports. 

The following tables (p. 28.) of our trade with Russia, 
Sweden and Norway, and Denmark, though they give 
results less startling, prove on the whole that even these 
countries are gaining, to our loss, by our present maritime 
policy. 

While our exports to Russia in the last three years have 
decreased 15 per cent., their shipping frequenting our 
ports has increased 7 per cent. They further show that 
while our exports to that country, in 1850, were 107,7587. 
less than what they were in 1849, their vessels in our 
trade were 8070 tons more. That while our exports to 
Sweden and Norway decreased, in 1850, 4416Z., the entries 
of their ships at our ports increased by 69,475 tons, or 
an increase of full 33 per cent, in one year. 

Denmark is the solitary exception where we would 
appear to have gained as a whole, in the first year of our 
new maritime policy ; but its trade is insignificant com- 
pared to others with whom we deal. 

On referring to our trade with the United States, which 
bears the closest resemblance in extent to that of our own 
colonies and possessions, and shows in exports a marked 
increase for the year 1850 over 1849, we find, that the 
increase in exports to our own colonies and possessions 
was even more marked compared with former years, and 
if a sounder system of colonial government was adopted, 
the exports would, no doubt, have increased to a much 
greater extent. Without, however, entering upon this 
question, the results of our policy show decidedly in 
favour of America, and against ourselves ; for while the 
entries inwards in the ports of Great Britain of American 
shipping increased 7205 tons, our own decreased by 
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314,831 tons. By our policy we have also given Spain a 
marked advantage over us. Holland and Germany have 
a most decided advantage, and so has France. Sweden, 
Norway, and Kussia, are considerable gainers ; and Ger- 
many and Prussia have displaced British tonnage in our 
own ports by an increase of their vessels of nearly 100 per 
cent, in one year. 

We arrive now at the main question. The trade of 
this country may be divided into three great branches — 
Minerals — Manufactures — and Shipping. Agriculture 
does not require notice in the present instance ; for as we 
consume more food than we produce, it cannot in any way 
be, at least directly, affected by any change in our 
Navigation Laws. If, therefore, our manufacturers and 
our miners had materially increased their foreign customers 
by allowing the ships of such nations to enter our ports on 
the same terms as our own, or entering our general carry- 
ing trade,— 'a trade quite apart from the direct trade to and 
from the countries to which these ships belonged, — these 
two great interests would have gained, and though the 
shipping interest might have lost, the nation as a whole 
would have been benefited, and this at once must have 
silenced all arguments against the total repeal of our 
Navigation Laws. 

As it however appears that our exports to our own 
colonies have increased in quite as great a proportion since 
the repeal of our maritime privileges, as they have done to 
foreign countries, the manufacturing and mining interests 
have not apparently benefited by their repeal, while the 
property of the other great interest has not only been 
thereby materially diminished in value, but the entries of 
its ships at our own ports have actually decreased, we can 
hardly arrive at any other conclusion than that there must 
be something wrong in our present maritime laws. For 
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considering our position, — the resources within ourselves, 
— the facility with which capital is raised and its safety, — 
the energy and superior skill of our people, — and the 
many advantages we possess over all other nations, — our 
shipping ought to increase in a far greater ratio than the 
shipping of any other country. 

It may be said that the nation, as a whole, has gained 
by the reduction which has taken place in freights. This 
is very questionable. Besides, it will be found by the 
following table that freights, at various periods, have been 
quite as low, if not lower, than they are at present. We 
may further add, that within ourselves ihere is sufficient 
competition to prevent any monopoly on the part of 
British shipowners to the injury of the community gene- 
rally. General stagnation of trade, want of confidence, 
and scarcity of funds, were the main causes of the low 
freights in 1834 and 1835, and also in 1842 and 1843 ; 
but neither of these could tend to lower freights in 1850 
and 1851, as trade, during those years, in exports and 
imports, was unusually buoyant, money cheap and abun- 
dant, and credit easy. Our shipping rose from the former 
depressions when trade revived. It may not from the 
present, as it arises solely from the fact that our ports are 
overstocked with foreign shipping, and freights have been 
reduced to the low and ruinous rate of 205. per ton by the 
last accounts from Calcutta. 

It has been said, that much of our shipping is now 
employed in other trades which have been thrown open to 
it through the repeal of the Navigation Laws, and isolated 
cases have been given in proof of this statement. But 
had all the nations of the earth thrown open to us all the 
carrying trade they possessed, besides what we became 
entitled to by the Reciprocity Treaties of Mr. Huskisson, 
it would not amount to a tenth part of what we threw 
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open to them. Instead of our ships having increased to a 
very large extent, — as they ought to have done, if they 
were deriving so great a benefit from entering these new- 
found trades, — the British ships built in 1850 were ac- 
tually less by 6841 tons than in 1849. If we refer back 
to the table (p. 19.) showing the vessels with their tonnage 
belonging to the British Empire from 1820 to 1850 in- 
clusive, we find that the average increase per annum was 
from 300 to 500 ships, whereas in that year in which 
our Government professed to find so many other channels 
of trade for them besides our own, the increase was 
only 191 ships. Some will say, that though the number 
of our ships has not increased in the same proportion, the 
tonnage has. Such to a certain extent is the case, as of 
late we have been constructing much larger vessels than 
we formerly did ; but by a reference to the tonnage column 
of that table, it will be found that even in the gross 
amount of tonnage we have not increased in like propor- 
tion to the average of former years, and in the number 
built, as shown, we have, in 1850, actually decreased to the 
extent of 6841 tons. This is indeed a serious fact for us 
as a maritime nation, and one to which we would do well 
to look in time ; the more especially as aU the returns give 
us a similar warning. 

Our practical experience leads us to fear that the 
returns for the year just closed will show results more 
decidedly against our own shipping and in favour of our 
foreign competitors; and that, if no change take place 
in the laws which regulate our maritime commerce, and 
the institutions which affect it, the returns for the 
present year may show very disastrous results to British 
shipping. 

It may be well for us now to endeavour to trace the 
causes of this decline, and consider a remedy. 
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It is quite evident from the tables^ that it does not arise 
from our not returning to a restrictive policy, as very 
many would have us to do. Nor does it arise from the 
total abolition of what were considered the fundamental 
principles of our Navigation Laws, for these were entirely 
destroyed by Mr. Huskisson in 1825 ; and, as we have 
shown, our shipping after that year increased in a far 
greater ratio than it ever had done in the most palmy 
years of Cromwell's *' Celebrated Navigation Act." Mr. 
Huskisson's measure continued till the 1st of January, 
1850 ; and from that date there appears to be something 
wrong, to which the Legislature would do well to look. 
Since the 1st January, 1850, our shipping has not kept 
pace with that of other nations, nor with other branches 
of our commerce. Our own opinion always has been, 
and is still, that Government made a grand mistake in 
entirely abolishing the system which Mr. Huskisson had 
introduced; and a still greater mistake by the method 
they adopted in the abolition of that system. In the 
first place, they commenced at the wrong end. They 
should have first thrown open our coasting trade, as it, 
of all others, was the very last trade foreign shipping 
would have entered; and by so doing they might have 
reaped — for such was promised by their minister-^ 
the benefit of the extensive coasting trade of America. 
They should have next swept away all the burdens pe- 
culiar to British shipping, which former Governments had 
perhaps not unreasonably made them bear, when they en- 
joyed the sole benefits arising from a protected trade. 
They should, further, have torn off all the rags of the old 
Navigation Act, passed unnoticed by Mr. Huskisson in his 
demolition of the "Celebrated Laws of Cromwell," such as 
American cotton landed in France, which could not, under 
any circumstances, be brought to this. country; sugar from 
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Brazils, landed in Holland or Hamburgh ; or wine from 
Spain, wrecked on the coast of Belgium, placed in similar 
circumstances by clauses of the act repealed in 1849 ; and 
various petty restrictions, all tending to retard our progress 
as a maritime nation. 

All this might easily have been done if due consideration 
and judgment had been exercised, but unfortunately the 
whole question was made by the "opposition" one of 
party, and those in whose hands our shipowners placed 
their destiny would have all or nothing — they would make 
no concessions, even though it must have been quite 
evident to them that such were necessary, and that from 
the great changes which had taken place in our relations 
with other countries, certain alterations in our Navigation 
Laws had become imperative. 

When the requisite alterations had been made, then 
came the great question for our Legislature to consider : 
in which way shall we throw open the whole of our vast 
carrying trade to other nations ? Shall we do so by fol- 
lowing out the line of policy which Mr. Huskisson had 
adopted — by thoroughly revising and extending it, so as 
to suit our altered position; or shall we at once throw open 
all our ports, and reserve to ourselves the right, by Order 
in Council, of afterwards excluding those nations who do 
not, on similar terms, throw open their ports to us ? They 
chose the latter. Now, however much we may question 
the judgment and policy displayed in doing so — and 
either is very questionable, considering the extent and 
value of our colonial carrying trade, and the insignificance 
of the colonial trade which all the other nations com- 
bined had to give us in return — we fear that it may, 
after what has passed, be impossible to return to the 
policy of Mr. Huskisson. A retrogressive legislative mo- 
tion is dangerous — a step once taken on the part of a 
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Government cannot well be retraced — a word once given 
cannot well be recalled; of all steps, a step which may 
prove false on the part of the executive is one which 
ought to be most guarded against, and ought to receive 
the most serious consideration before it is taken. It is 
true that Goyemment may recall what it granted ; but it 
would have been much better to have made their bargsun 
at first, than now or hereafter summarily to exclude 
nations once admitted to the free enjoyment of onr trade. 
This they must feel now ; and though it may be well to 
retain it as a threat, it would be somewhat impolitic in 
many cases to exercise it, even against such closely pro- 
tected and narrow-minded nations as Spain. We should be 
far more likely to exasperate these nations by passing an 
Order in Council against them, than we should have been 
by saying to them at first — ** We intend to adopt a cer- 
tain course — will it suit you to join us? If you do not, 
you will be excluded from the benefit. Take, however, 
your own choice." The agreement was so much in favour 
of the foreigners that we have little doubt all of them 
would have gladly met us. But now the case is very 
different. France, as we have shown, has not met us. 
Even America has not reciprocated in the manner she 
ought to have done. She has literally given us nothing, 
though we have given her our all, except the coasting 
trade, which she did not want. 

Holland has not met us; their differential duties are 
still maintained. Belgium still charges us fifteen francs 
per ton on every ship built in this country, before that 
ship can become entitled to the privilege of the Belgium 
flag. Russia, Germany, Prussia, Norway and Sweden, 
and Greece, and most of the other States, have, unfor- 
tunately, nothing to meet us with ; but Spain, which has 
in Cuba and Manilla a trade well worthy of our con- 
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sideratioD, and into which our shipowners are most 
anxious to enter on the same terms as Spanish vessels^ 
has not moved one step. Freedom in our trade with her 
colonies is indeed a mockery. Spanish vessels now trade 
between this country and our possessions perfectly unfet- 
tered, but who ever heard of a British vessel loading British 
manufactures for Manilla, Havannah, or any of the Spanish 
settlements ? If they did, it was because no Spanish ship 
at the time could be found. A differential duty on these, 
on the average of 10 per cent, in favour of the latter and 
against the former, is still exacted by the Government of 
Spain. The charges on a British vessel entering the port 
of Havannah are still dotihle what are charged to a 
vessel of Spain. The law of that country, which enacts 
that an extra quarter of a dollar per ton be paid by 
all British ships entering the port of Manilla, and that 
the duty on exports thence be nearly double in British 
bottoms, is still unrepealed. It still enacts that if the 
goods be of Spanish origin, and arrive direct from Spain, 
under the national flag, they are liable only to a duty 
of 6| per cent, ad valorem; but that, if Spanish goods 
be brought from Spain in British vessels, the duty shall 
be 14J per cent., and, in some cases, as high as 18^ per 
cent. That country, to which we have, with others, given 
perfect freedom of trade to and from our possessions, still 
demands that on goods, the produce of Havannah, on 
which the duty is fixed at'2i per cent, ad valorem^ if their 
destination be a Spanish port, and if the vessel bears a 
Spanish ^register ; that, should the destination be England, 
and the vessel Spanish, the duty be 4^ per cent. ; but that 
should the vessel be English, and the destination England, 
the duty be 6 J. per cent. 

Belgium, it is true, had not received from us all the 
privileges which other nations have, as Huskisson's Reci- 
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procity Act of January, 1826, was not annulled by our 
Navigation Act of 1849 ; but a fresh treaty of commerce 
and navigation has, we find, been just concluded with that 
country, by which we are to grant the ships of Belgium 
all the privileges of our own, and admit her produce on 
the terms of the most favoured nations, while she is 
simply to revise her tariff, which revision is to be a modifi- 
cation of duties on certain insignificant articles. Articles, 
the free import of which would prove of great value to us, 
are to stand as they originally were. 

The Belgian tariff is stiU to say : — 

" White salt from England prohibited." 

Bock salt from England prohibited, unless imported 
under the Belgian flag; and the 15 franc duty per ton on 
British-built ships, will be retained. 

Bock salt or white salt from France allowed to be im- 
ported in either French or Belgian ships ; while salt from 
Spain or Portugal is only to be imported in Belgian 
ships ; and in fact, the whole treaty is in their favour. 

These facts prove that the Government have not exer- 
cised due caution and judgment in entering into such 
treaties, and have neglected our interest in allowing foreign 
nations to mountain high differential duties against us. If 
merchants conducted their business on similar principles 
they would speedily figure in the bankrupt list. We have 
no fear whatever for British shipping, if proper means, 
which are perfectly accessible to us, are adopted to perfect 
our Navigation and Maritime Laws. With these reformed, 
and trade fair and unfettered, combined with the natural 
resources within ourselves, the results will not be against 
us as a maritime nation. If ministers would only practice 
what they profess, and perfect their policy, by granting 
just laws and unfettered action, so that our energies and 
resources, and our science, may fully develop themselves, 
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England will not be second in the ocean race. But if 
they continue to cramp, burden, and oppress our ship- 
owners, the consequences may prove serious to one great 
branch of our commerce. 

Of the folly of retaining our coasting trade we may 
here say a few words. The peculiar burdens and restric- 
tions and antiquated institutions by which our shipowners 
are oppressed, we will reserve to future chapters, where 
they will be examined minutely. That our coasting trade 
is not worthy of one hour^s protection, if we can gain, or 
hope to gain, anything from other nations by throwing it 
open, is a question which will hardly admit of dispute. In 
fact, it is gone already. Ere twenty years there will 
hardly be a sailing vessel employed between the ports 
on our seaboard ; and ere that time, also, inland traaat by 
railway will have all but supplanted those steam-vessels 
which have now, it may be said, monopolised all the 
branches of our coasting trade, except that for the con- 
veyance of coals. Even the days of that trade are num- 
bered — they draw fast to a close, and at present are 
midntained by old prejudices, combination of interests, and 
the force of habit. The coalowners of the North of England 
and those of Yorkshire and the inland districts, are at 
present running a most unequal race. The former continue 
to bring their coals to London by sea, the latter by raiL 
It is true that the charges on the latter are still com- 
paratively high ; but when we find that in the inland dis- 
tricts there are at present contracts by which coals are 
conveyed for long distances at the rate of 2«. per ton per 
100 miles, there can be very little chance, even at that 
rate, for those who still continue to bring their coals from 
the North of England to this market by a circuitous and 
necessarily expensive route along our coast, bearing a cost 
in even the summer season as follows, and at which the 
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owners of the vessels employed in it eke out but a very 
bare subsistence : — 

1. d. 

Freight, Newcastle to London - - - 6 per ton. 

Average cost of transit per rail from pit to harbour, 

shipping charges and dues - - - • 1 6 

Barge hire, and charges of landing on the wharf at 

London - - • - - -20 

, .^' / / ^" y . ' ' 9 6 

If we add cartage to the house of the consiuner^ and 
loss by screening (which will not be required to at least 
the same extent in inland transit)^ and for which we must 
allow at least 4«. per ton, the bare cost on the conveyance 
of coals from the north by sea amounts to^l3«. 6rf. per 
ton. However, independently of all this, we are quite at a 
loss to conceive any necessity for retaining in a protected 
state our coasting trade. It is a trade which the ship- 
owners of no foreign nation would ever dream of entering. 
There are no fiscal difficulties, whatever may have been said 
on this head, to prevent it from being, with perfect safety, 
thrown open ; and history records that all nations, even 
the most insignificant, could always conduct their own 
coasting trades to greater advantage and to greater profit 
than the ships of any other nation which might attempt 
to compete with them. We are aware that the Lords of 
the Admiralty had it reserved as a " nursery for our sea- 
men;^^ but had there been no other causes, the throwing 
;of it open would not have destroyed or even injured their 
favourite nursery — it would, on the contrary, we believe, 
have improved it. Seeing, however, that the science and 
improvements of the age are fast undermining, and may 
shortly all but annihilate, that nursery; seeing further 
that steam is driving its engine right through legislative 
enactments, we think the wiser course would be to give 
that power which has revolutionised our age full scope iw 
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this case, as it has had, very much to our advantage, in 
all others, — and throw open a trade that can no longer 
be protected, and which, quite independently of this, needs 
no protection. We might then call upon America to 
fulfil her pledge, ** and give what we give.*' If they 
did, the British ghipowners might then test their skill, 
industry, and perseverance in the valuable coasting trade 
of the New World. America would, be still very deeply 
in our debt, as, unfortunately, she has no colonial trade 
to grant in return for the vast possessions we have thrown 
open to her, from which she is at present reaping a rich 
harvest, as our Customs' entries daily prove. 

It is, however, a question whether America will now 
** give us what we ^ve ; '' but our Government may as 
well make a virtue of necessity, and try. The sooner 
the better; as at this moment a very great number of 
our shipowners, who cannot find remunerative employ- 
ment for their vessels, will at least make a trial of the 
very extensive trade between the Northern and Southern 
States, and more particularly the rapidly increasing trade 
between New York and California. They may be enabled, 
then, to make SOs. per ton freight on teas and silk from 
Canton to London, which, combined with the outward 
freight, may leave a margin of profit, and which, we need 
hardly assure our readers, they cannot do now. 

If America do not fulfil her pledge, which we question 
very much if she will now, as we find that by every means 
in her power she is drawing the trade of the world to 
herself to such an extent, that New York is taking the 
place which London once did as the grand depdt for teas, 
because, while America admits free all teas direct from 
China, and grants exports as freely, she levies an extra 
import duty of 25 per cent, ad valorem, should the same 
"teas be exported from this country: — if, then, she do not 
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fulfil her pledge when we open our coasting trade^ and 
** give what we give," what are we to do f The question, 
as we have said, is a delicate one ; — much too delicate and 
important for us to even offer an opinion upon : but it is 
one which must sooner or later arrive, either with America 
or some other country, and therefore it ought to receive 
the serious consideration of our Government ; — much 
more serious consideration tiban it appears to have received, 
when the *^ Order in Council " clause was adopted, in pre* 
ference to early and prudent negotiation, preirious to the 
repeal of the Navigation Laws, 
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CHAR 11. 

The Progress of Shipbuilding. 

First Mode of Classification. — Lloyd's Registry. — The beneficial 
Effects which originally accrued from it, and the Necessity now for 
its Revision. — Remedies proposed for the Abuses which exist. 
— Modem Progress of Shipbuilding. — Steam Vessels. — Their 
rapid Increase. — The Screw. — Iron Sailing Vessels. — American 
Clippers and Colonial Ships. — Royal Dock Yards. — Lavish Ex- 
penditure therein. — Remedy proposed. 

Fob many, centuries the vessels in use throughout the 
European ports were of a very rude construction^ and no 
improvements worthy of notice took place in English 
shipping till the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Then the mer- 
cantile navy of this country became somewhat considerable^ 
equaUiug in amount the vessels of any other country except 
Holland. Until, however, about one hundred years pre- 
viously to the present date, there was no mode of distin- 
guishing their relative qualities. This was, perhaps, not 
essential, however desirable, as the vessels then engaged 
in commerce were usually the property of the merchants 
who employed them in the respective trades in which they 
were severally engaged, and the interest of each merchant 
was, therefore, to build, finish, and maintain his ships in the 
most perfect manner then understood. In course of time, 
however, shipowning became a separate and distinct branch 
of business; and, somewhere about the year 1750, vessels 
began to be arranged in classes by the underwriters at 
Lloyd's, and the relative qualities of each were distinguished 



THE PROGRESS OP SHIPBUILDING. 43 

by the letters A, E, I, and O, which bore reference to 
the hull of the ship^ and by the figures 1, 2^ and 3^ which 
marked the superiority and condition of the outfit and 
rigging. This mode of classification^ which was at best 
crude and imperfect^ was continued down to 1834^ when 
the system of classification now in general use in this 
country was adopted; and from that date we have to 
record a vast improvement in the construction of our 
merchant navy. A Society of underwriters, merchants, 
and shipowners was then organised, for the purpose of 
classing ships according to their respective merits, from 
four years to twelve years : A 1, A E 1 (in red), A E 1, 
and E 1, distinguishing marks which are well understood 
by all interested in shipping ; and the mode by which this 
Society arrived at a knowledge of the respective qualities 
of each ship, was, indeed, a marked step in advance of its 
predecessors. 

That this Society, which tended so much to improve 
the built, and construction generally, of British vessels, 
is now perfect, we are far from being prepared to admit. 
While, however, we are free to allow that it has proved 
most useful, by preventing the construction of very inferior 
vessels, there is,'at the same time, no denying the fact that 
it has also tended to check the progress of many enter- 
prising builders and shipowners, who, more alive to the 
rapid improvements that were taking place in the mode 
and materials by which vessels of other nations were con- 
structed, were desirous of adopting these improvementsi, 
but have been too often prevented from so doing by its 
unrevised rules and antiquated regulations. Convinced, as 
we are, of the great benefits which arose from the estab- 
lishment of "Lloyd's Register of British and Foreign 
Shipping," and most anxious that a Society, with so sound 
and excellent an object in view, should not fall in public 
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confidence or estimation through the mismanageitient and 
narrow and contracted views of those who conduct it3 
affairs, we will briefly inquire into its nature and constitu- 
tion. Those of our readers who subscribe towards its 
maintenance can judge for themselves ; and, if they con^ 
sider our views sound, insist upon a change. 

When the operations of the Societies of the two Register 
Books of Shipping, for the use of merchants, shipowners, 
and underwriters, ceased in 1834, "Lloyd's Register" was 
established "for the important purpose of obtaining a faith- 
ful and accurate classification of the mercantile marine of 
the United Kingdom, and of the foreign vessels trading 
thereto, and for the government of which certain rules and 
regulations have been adopted." 

The superintendence of the affairs of the Society was 
placed under the direction of a Committee in London of 
twenty-four members, consisting of an equal number of 
merchants, shipowners, and imderwriters, with the chair- 
man of Lloyd's, and also the chairman of the " Greneral 
Shipowners' Society," members ex officio. Six of these go 
out annually by rotation, but are eligible for re-election ; 
and such vacancies are filled, not by the subscribers gene- 
rally, and those most deeply interested, but by the com- 
mittee for managing the affairs of Lloyd's, and by a society 
styled the " General Shipowners' Society," which, how- 
ever, is now almost obsolete. The Society of Lloyd's 
Register of British Shipping may, therefore, with con- 
siderable propriety be styled ^e^constituted, and the com- 
mittee for the management thereof 5cZ/^elected. A society 
thus constituted, and a committee thus elected, can hardly 
fail to be alike injurious and dangerous, for, being un- 
accountable and irresponsible to the subscribers and those 
most deeply interested, they are liable to abuse the great 
powers with which they are invested. Their influence now 
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extends over the whole mercantile marine of the country. 
The entire control is in the hands of a few self-elected men 
from amongst the merchants, shipowners, and underwriters 
of London, one quarter of whom are annually re-elected. ///. 
Their views are, therefore, naturally enough, narrow and 
contracted. They make rules, as may be supposed, to suit 
themselves, feel very little inclination to listen to the views 
of others, collect a very large amount of annual revenue, of 
which they publish no account, increase this revenue by 
special and indirect fees at every opportunity, and, just as 
any other twenty-four men, so happily situated, in like cir- 
cumstances might do, cause as much of this annual revenue 
to enter their own pockets, as the rules and regulations 
which they have formed will admit. But in this age of 
competition, and more especially now, when the ship- 
owners and shipbuilders of this country have openly, 
though, perhaps, not freely, to contend with those of all 
other countries, it is much to be desired that that Society 
be re-established on a somewhat different basis. 

We should prefer that the general committee for the 
management of its affairs, consisted of members elected 
either annually or for such period as may be fixed upon 
by the subscribers — that is, by the shipowners and ship- 
builders, and others interested, throughout the country -. — 
so that each district may have a voice, if desired, in the 
general management of the affairs of the Central Board. 

We should further desire, when this was done, that 
there be an entire revision of the rules and regulations for 
classification, so as to prevent the manufacture of ships — 
too much of which still exists — for the market, according 
to the rules; and which ships obtain the highest class. 
Many of these, as every nautical man knows, are inferior 
to other vessels which are placed on almost the lowest class. 
The former are reared for saUy but the latter for use, and 
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therefore they are built in the strongest mann^, and of 
the most durable wood ; but should they, pefdumce, not be 
in accordance with the fixed rules of Lloyd's register, 
they are placed on the second, third, fourth, or fifth rank, 
or they may obtain tup ekus whatever — a serious matter to 
their owners, when it is considered that the sole book of 
reference for our merchants as to the character of a British 
ship is that which this Society has created. 

It is not so with other nations. Many foreign vessels 
are now employed in this country which are not here 
classified. These, our merchants and underwriters do not 
look for in Lloyd's register ; but if a British ship is not 
there found — as they think she ought to be, they draw 
most sinister conclusions. The ships of America are 
not there, and yet these vessels command the highest 
rates of freight in this country, and, as we have of late 
seen, have been chartered by our merchants resident in 
China, to convey teas, silks, and the most valuable 
cargoes to England at much higher rates than British 
vessels which are Al for thirteen years. Were we to 
build ships similar to these in every respect, the rules and 
regulations of the Society of Lloyd's register would not 
allow them to stand higher in their book than Al for 
seven years, (the lowest class of ships built in this country,) 
and, perhaps, not without sound and just reasons. But 
let an owner of a British ship thus classified, take her 
upon our market to obtain a freight either to or from 
China, at almost any rate of freight, and he will find it 
impossible to obtain a cargo for her. Such, however, 
is the fact, and hence there must be something wrong in 
the system. The energies of our shipowners are thereby 
cramped, and the rules of this Society place them upon 
an unfair footing with the owners of foreign vessels. 

Let us, however, look at the other extreme. There 
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was, some little time since, in one of the drj docks of the 
river Thames, a new vessel built at a northern port. She 
was classed in the book A 1 for thirteen years. The bolts 
of vessels so classified, must, in accordance with the rules> 
be all of copper or yellow metal. She was built under 
'^ special survey," which means, that an extra special fee 
of one shilling per register ton was paid by either the 
owner or the builder, so that the surveyors of the Society 
might attend to their duty, and for doing which they are 
remunerated by an annual fixed salary. It may be intCT* 
resting to examine, and see how the surveyors, thus doubly 
paid, did attend to their duty. The ship was laden at 
the port where she was launched for a port in India. 
Unfortunately, on her passage down channel, she got ob 
the sand bank named the Kentish Knock, — was brought 
to London in distress, discharged her cargo, was there 
docked and stripped, and, to the surprise and contempt of 
all honest men, upwards of 700 iron bolts, weighing one 
and a half tons, were driven out of her. This and other 
matters in which, by this accident, she was found to be der 
fective, proved that, instead of thirteen, she did not deserve 
to be classed for more than nine years. She wa^ one of 
those ships manufactured for the market. Short copper 
plugs had been inserted to cover the iron bolts^ and we 
presume that in this case the " special survey fee " had 
been paid by the builder, so that the surveyor might wink 
at his duty, — and thus the public were deceived. 

For such and other reasons, we would desire to see 
these special survey fees abolished ; and if the fixed fees of 
the Society are not suflScient to meet the necessary expen- 
diture, then let an increased fixed charge be made. We 
look upon special fees, when paid by the builder, as a bribe 
for the surveyor to neglect his duty, — when paid by the 
owner, as a bribe for him to exceed his duty, — and when 
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paid by both, not unlike a judge, who, paid hj the Crown, 
would take upon himseff to act as counsel for both plaintiff 
and defendant, and pocket a special retaining fee from 
each, and thus the object in view becomes entirely nul- 
lified. Upon principle, all right-minded men must protest 
against any payment to a hired servant to do, or to neglect 
his duty. 

We also think it right that all shipbuilders, either on the 
general committee or as surveyors, should be required to 
resign. We are indeed surprised that such men should 
hold office, as we find they at present do, in either capacity. 
We maintain that, however qualified they may be, their 
own interest as shipbuilders, and that of the shipping in- 
terest generally — which, as managers or as surveyors, it is 
their duty to protect — must be at variance with each 
other. They ought not to hold both. If they do, it is 
nearly impossible for them to act impartially. 

It is almost unnecessary further to add, that a Society 
receiving so large an amount of fees annually, should be 
called upon to publish an account of their receipts and 
expenditure for the information of all who are interested ; 
and their refusal or unwillingness to do so naturally causes 
us to look with suspicion on their acts. 

Such is the Society which, at first created for most 
useful purposes, and whose ostensible object is most com- 
mendable, has now become, in many respects, a most inju- 
rious and oppressive monopoly, and such it will remain till 
it be thoroughly cleansed of all its selfish propensities and 
completely reorganised. Looking, however, at the consti- 
tution of the Society, and even allowing that those who 
direct its affairs were annually elected from amongst the 
merchants, underwriters, and shipowners of this city, by 
those who contribute towards its maintenance, we must 
confess that it is invidious to impose on one set of ship- 
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owners and merchants the delicate task of deciding on tlie 
qualities and condition of the vessels belonging to others. 
Were we owners of ships sailing from Liverpool or some 
other of the other outports of the kingdom^ we should be 
jealous of the rules and regulations established for their 
classification by the shipowners and merchimts of London ; 
and, though we do not for one moment impute to any 
member of the Board that which would in any way be un- 
becoming the character of a man of honour and a gentle- 
man, yet the most honourable men are liable to be influ- 
enced by insensible biasses or predilections, and will lean 
in favour of those vessels constructed or repaired at their 
own port. We have long, for these reasons, been of opi- 
nion, that the Society would have a much better chance of 
success, that the benefits arising therefrom would be much 
more general and extensive, and that the classification 
would be founded on a more correct basis, were it managed 
entirely by gentlemen of practical experience, (elected 
by the subscribers throughout the country,) who should 
be remunerated by a fixed annual salary for their services, 
and who should, to a certain extent, be under the control 
of Government. It is not to be expected, that merchants 
and shipowners, and more particularly shipbuilders, will 
deal with the property of their friends, neighbours, and 
others, as it would be dealt with by experienced men, 
whO) for any misdeeds or neglect of duty, would be liable 
to dismissal, and who would at all times be responsible 
for their acts to Government, and under its control, 
though not appointed by it* All institutions exercising 
so great a power and influence as the Society in question 
over the safety of life and property, should, to a certain 
extent, be directly under the power of the Legislature ; 
for where abuses arise, the public have no other power 
to which to apply to have thepi remedied. They may 
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appeal in vain to those who commit them^ and often the 
best intentions of Government are frustrated by the vast 
influence exercised by societies established for purposes 
which, as in the present instance, though nominally private, 
are essentially public, over which it has no control. It 
might, therefore, be well for Goveniment, when revising 
and consolidating our maritime code of laws, to intro- 
duce a clause in their consolidated act, stipulating that 
the Society for managing the affairs of Lloyd's Register 
of British Shipping should consist only of qualified mem- 
bers, elected by the subscribers annually, triennially, or 
during their pleasure, who should render an account 
of the receipts and expenditure, and at stated intervals 
make public the general management of the affairs of the 
institution. They would thus, to a healthy extent, be 
under the control and surveillance of Parliament. This 
would be a most wholesome check upon their actions, and 
we do not know that Government interference to any 
further extent would be found either requisite or desirable. 
As it is the duty of the Legislature to do every thing in 
its power to promote the safety of navigation, and preserve 
the lives of our seamen ; and as it has long acknowledged 
this duty by the erection of lighthouses, by the promul- 
gation of laws relating to pilotage, the sailing rules and 
regulations of steam vessels, the seaworthiness of passenger- 
ships, and various other enactments of minor importance, 
we do think it will neglect an important duty, if it do 
not interpose its authority in this matter. 

Owing to the influence exercised by the improved mode 
of classification introduced by Lloyd's Society, the appli- 
cation of steam, and the vast increase of our commercial 
relations, the improvements which have taken place in 
the construction of our vessels have been much greater 
during the last twenty years than they were in any pre- 
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ceding century; and in the last two years, it must be 
allowed that we have advanced in tlie art of shipbuilding 
much more than during the twenty years which preceded 
them. Through an unaccountable oversight in our recent 
legislation, which we more fully notice in another portion 
of our review, the United States have in the latter period 
undoubtedly taken the lead in constructing swift vessels, 
and are thus, in a very important branch of our carrying 
trade, fast undermining us. By retaining our coasting 
trade in 1849, we deprived ourselves of the privilege 
of entering the vast coasting trade of America. The 
wealth of California was shortly afterwards discovered. 
People flocked in thousands to the regions of gold. Food 
and all descriptions of merchandise became suddenly in 
demand for their rapidly increasing wants. Fast ships 
were found necessary to carry the goods thither, and in a 
new and fluctuating market the fleetest ships alone could be 
advantageously employed. Thus, in an unprecedentedly 
short space of time, a great number of unquestionably 
fast ships were set afloat, which are now well known 
by the name of American clippers. These vessels, for 
a time, commanded enormous rates of freight from New 
York to California — rates amply sufficient in them- 
selves to afford a handsome remuneration for the whole 
voyage, even had the ships been obliged to return in 
ballast to the United States — but our trade from China 
being by that time open to them, and finding no employ- 
ment on the Western shores of America, they proceeded 
thither, arriving at a time when fleet ships were in 
demand to carry our teas to this market, and thus com- 
manded materially enhanced rates also on their voyage to 
England. From England they loaded for New York, and 
thence again to California, and thence cgain to Canton, and 
thence again to this country; thus cX)mmanding the circuit 
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of a most lucrative trade, which the ships of this country 
were prevented from entering, through the blind, and, in 
this instance, narrow-minded policy of our Government. 
It was quite impossible for British vessels confined to the 
direct trade with China, and altogether excluded from 
the most profitable channels of the Californian trade, to 
compete with them, nor had the English shipowner any 
inducement to build vessels of a like description. 

It is true that the indomitable spirit of the Englishman 
has recently sent vessels to sea, which in speed are not 
surpassed by the clippers of America ; but these vessels 
are working under a great disadvantage — a disadvantage, 
which, if the coasting trade of America continues closed 
against them, must end in serious loss, while their com- 
petitors, for the reasons stated, will continue to reap a 
rich harvest of gain. It requires no depth of reasoning 
to satisfy any one, that one ship performing a round 
which can be completed in almost the same space of 
time, where she has four ports to load and unload sepa- 
rate and distinct cargoes, each yielding an amount of 
freight at least equal to what the other ship obtains at 
each of her two ports, must realise a profit where the latter, 
confined to the two ports, will probably incur a heavy loss. 
Such is the state of matters now ; and if measures are not 
promptly adopted by our Government to remedy this ab- 
surd anomaly, the clipper ships of America will very soon 
monopolise our whole carrying trade to and from China. 
These ships are the only competitors the shipowners of 
this country, with a fair and open trade, have the slightest 
reason to dread ; and on this account we are most jealous 
of any advantages they may be allowed to possess. 

Happily it has been discovered that we have resources 
within ourselves, by which, even in spite of throwing open 
the whole of our vast carrying trade to aU other nations. 
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— we may still be enabled to maintain our position, if the 
Government relieve our shipowners from their burdens, 
and do not trammel them with vexatious laws. If the 
shipowners of England have free scope for their energy, 
even the competition of the world may find it no easy 
task to drive them from the carrying trade. Give them 
true freedom, and it may be found that the British ship- 
owners can do as much in their line as the Manchester 
manufacturer did in his, when he imported the raw cotton 
from New Orleans, returned it manufactured, and under- 
sold at a profit the manufacturers on the very spot where 
it was grown. In such feats as these the superior skill 
and energy of Englishmen are displayed ; these, however, 
can only last for a season, and on this account it behoves 
our Government narrowly to watch whether other Go* 
vernments have advantages which we do not possess. 

Let us now examine and see the still further advance 
it is in our power to make. Our seamen can hardly yet 
fancy the realisation of the miracle of iron being made to 
swim with as perfect security as wood. They are slow to 
comprehend any other power than that of the wind pro- 
pelling their ships across the deep. But every successive 
year tends to banish their prejudices. Science marches 
onwards at a steady pace, and at last> all classes become 
alive to its results, and anxious to realise them. Our pro- 
gress has, indeed, been rapid and surprising. 

When the first boat propelled by steam wended its way 
along the Clyde, some fearful catastrophe, it was foretold, 
would be the consequence; but none happened, unless it 
might be the breaking of a wheel, or a temporary stop- 
page of the engines, through some imperfection of the 
machinery. But it was not long till the steamboats^ 
on an average, performed their passages to Greenock, 
and other ports on the Clyde, in about as many hours as 
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the sailing smacks and wherries took days. People 
thought of the value of time, and began to give a 
preference to the " fire boat " over the wherry. When, 
however, a daring man advertised that he would shortly 
launch a steamer which would ply beyond the boundaries 
of the river, and perform, in one-fourth part of the time 
which the fastest schooners took, the sea voyage from 
Glasgow to Liverpool, the people prophesied a fearful 
failure. However, the steamer made the advertised voyage, 
without the occurrence of the slightest accident ; but stUl 
the prophecies were reiterated ; and one voyage, when 
the steamer was twenty-four hours behind her time of 
amval, all that had been foretold, it was currently reported 
and generally believed, ^ had come to pass." However, 
when she did arrive, and when it was found that a short 
supply of fuel, for which she had been obliged to put into 
a port on the way, was the only cause of detention, i>eople 
began to doubt and question the wisdom of those who pro- 
phesied. Science here again, after a period of doubt, and 
darkness, and struggle, overcame prejudice. Speed 
quashed habit, even in defiance of all the praise lavished 
on " slow " and " sure comfort." Time was found to be 
money ; and, in the progress of time, the "sea-going" steam- 
ers between Liverpool and Glasgow were allowed to make 
their voyages unmolested by the warnings of false prophets, 
and, from their superior merits, speedily monopolised 
almost the whole trade between those too great ports. 

At a later period, the same arguments were adduced 
against Transatlantic steam navigation; and the loss of 
the President, — though previously to that it had been 
proved that steam- vessels could make the voyage as safely 
ai sailing ships, — was a severe blow to the prospects of 
its zealous and enterprising pioneers. But in this case, 
as in the Clyde, steam-ships soon monopolised nearly all 
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the valuable trade, and now perform their voyages with 
such unerring certainty, that we receive our American 
letters with greater regularity than, fifty years ago, we 
received our letters from Scotland. The wonderful pro- 
gress which has been made in steam-vessels has been 
still more surprisingly realised in those which trade to 
the West India Islands, to the west coast of South 
America, and especially to the most remote ports of our 
East Indian Empire. Within a few hours of the time cal- 
culated upon, the letters from Calcutta, Bombay, Hong 
Kong, and Shanghae, are laid upon our desks, and the 
time required, too, for performing these surprising feats is 
only about one-sixth part of what was on the average 
required only twenty years ago. Seeing the vast revo- 
lutions which steam has created within so short a space 
of time, and seeing that every year its power is only 
being more fully and wonderfully developed, we cannot 
hold any other opinion than that it is even still in its in- 
fancy ; and that it will yet be the instrument of for greater 
revolutions in our social, commercial, and political relations 
with the world, than it has hitherto been. Steam, it may 
be said, has made England, — and, we might add, Scotland 
and Ireland, — almost as one great city. It has already 
brought the United States of America within ten days' 
fiail of us. It will soon, so far as time is concerned, 
bring India almost as nigh our reach as Scotland once 
was. Even now we fear a journey less to Calcutta than 
our fathers would have done one to Edinburgh; and if 
we advance as we have been doing, our children, through 
its instrumentality and the rapidity of communication it 
creates, will be taught to consider the whole world as one 
anighty metropolis, and the inhabitants of the different 
quarters thereof as kindred of their own, speaking dif- 
ferent languages, no doubt, but, from frequent association, 
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Similar in feelings and in ideas^ and alike in their desires 
to elevate the moral and social condition of their race. 

Intimately connected with the progress of steam-vessels 
has been the mode and materials of construction. At 
first, nothing but timber was used in building ships; 
for people could only understand that wood floated and 
iron sunk; and for any one to say in those days that 
iron could be made to float, was much too preposterous an 
idea to receive one moment's attention. No doubt the 
ingenious promoter of the first practicable steam-vessel 
felt this ; and when he floated his boilers from the work- 
shop alongside of their wooden receptacle, he must have 
felt — a9 he was too shrewd a man not to see, from 
their buoyancy, that iron was quite as suitable a material 
Bs oak or pine — that his boat, like his boilers, should 
have been constructed of iron — but to propel her by 
means of " fire," and construct her of a material " which 
every body knew ** would not swim, was much too bold, and 
might have proved too hazardous an experiment for him to 
speculate upon. His genius and his talent led him to feel, 
that he would have opposition enough to his new mode 
of propulsion, without adopting, at one and the same time, 
a mode of construction entirely new, and one utterly at 
variance with the "common sense" views of the "public," 
who were his patrons. He wisely and prudently, there- 
fore, preferred one step in advance to two, which then 
might have proved ruinous to his project. 

The wherries and smacks having been at last sup- 
planted by the "fire boats," their owners had then less 
reason to dread the opposition of an antiquated and nar- 
row-minded public ; and, though great was the outcry, an 
iron boat was built, and when launched floated even more 
buoyantly than wood ; and when sailing did not founder, 
nor were any of her rivets started when she cncoimtered 
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the " ocean wave." So rapid, indeed, has been the pro- 
gress, that almost every steam-boat at this day on the 
river Clyde is constructed of iron ; and no person now, for 
the navigation of the Thames — though here a prejudice 
long existed against iron — would dream of building a 
steam-boat of wood. So wonderful, has been the progress, 
that, go where we will, iron steam-boats are to be found, 
though it is hardly more than fifteen years since they 
were first tried. In the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, in 
the Southern Sea, and the great rivers of Europe and 
Asia, iron steamers of vast size now perform their voyages 
with unprecedented regularity and safety, starting far 
fewer rivets than the wooden ships of old did butts. 

It was only, however, at a very recent period that the 
Committee for the management of Lloyd's Register of 
British Shipping would admit on any terms or conditions 
vessels built of iron to a classification. Even now their 
rules of admission are such that no scientific and enter- 
prising builder of iron vessels will submit to them, and 
Tather than spoil his ships by adhering to the rules which 
that committee have adopted, prefers sailing them without 
a classification ; and it will hardly be believed that to the 
present day our Admiralty Lords enact that no sea-going 
steamer constructed of iron shall be allowed to convey 
Her Majesty's mails. On this account many enterprising 
builders, though fully alive to the folly of the conditions, 
are compelled to submit to them, and construct such vessels 
as in the wisdom of these Lords are best adapted for 
oversea navigation, or be deprived of the privilege and 
advantage of carrying the mails. They allege no reasons 
against the safety, speed, superiority, and lasting pro- 
perties of steam-vessels constructed of iron, whatever may 
be their private feelings. Their sole reason is, that 
vessels so constructed would be dangerous to use in war- 
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fare; and as one condition of tbeir contract is, that all 
such steam yessels, in the event of war, shall be placed at 
the disposal of the state, they must be built, as of old, 
of wood, in this we see a striking instance of how the 
interests of commerce and of individuals are sacrificed to 
suit the notions of particular departments of Govern- 
ment. They check the progress of science, and the benefits 
which might arise therefrom, to meet a contingency which 
may never happen. Even in the event of war, it is not to 
be supposed that great dependence must be placed tn our 
merchant ships. The superiority of steam-frigates built of 
wood over those constructed of iron is, in our mind, very 
questionable ; so questionable that, considering our exten- 
sive royal navy, which ought, on any emergency, and at 
certainly no greater expense than what is now incurred, 
to be amply sufficient in itself to defend us, or assert our 
rights, such special clauses in Admiralty contracts should 
not be allowed. 

In confirmation of the opinions which we have expressed 
on this very important subject, we would beg to refer our 
readers to the Appendix annexed to this publication, con- 
taining, with others, the copy of a very important letter 
Bent by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company to the Loixis of the Admiralty, in answer to 
their notice that no iron steam-vessels*, constructed after 
the 25th June, 1850, should be admitted in the postal 
service between this country, Malta, Alexandria, and the 
East Indies. A similar notice was also sent to the 
owners of the steam-packets carrying the mails between 
Liverpool, Halifax, and New York. 

It is true that in a recent tender for the conveyance 
of the mails to the Mediterranean, India, and Australia, 

« See Appendix, 
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the Lords of the Admiralty have at last inserted a 
postscript, wherein they ask those who offer for the 
contracts, " Wliat reduction of charge will be made if 
permission be given io use iron instead of wood for the 
construction of the hulls." Even there, however, the 
possible exigencies of war are kept steadily in view, to 
the very probable damage of the service immediately 
Gontem])lated. They further make tlie probability of 
damage to that most essential service still more certain by 
reserving to themselves not only the general arrange- 
ment of the vessel, in respect of its capacity for carrying 
an efBcient armament, but also the approval of the ship- 
wright's original design, by requiring " that the plans of 
all vessels to be built for the performance of the contract 
be submitted to them previously to their construction ; " a 
somewhat strange pretension, considering the unfavour- 
able contrast which has long existed between vessels of 
their own plans and those of private builders. 

Some years after the application of steam power to 
vessels through the medium of paddle- wheels, a novel 
and ingenious method of propulsion was introduced by 
means of the screw; which, by the rapid progress it is 
now making, bids fair to supersede the paddle-wheel. It 
was first considered important merely as an auxiliary to 
sailing vessels, but it has already reached so high a state 
of perfection, that its propelling power alone, with an equal 
pressure of steam, is found to be nearly, if not quite equal 
to that of the paddle-wheel; and as it can be applied and 
laid aside with much greater facility, without in any way 
retarding the progress of the vessel when not used, there 
is no doubt that it will eventually take the lead in ocean 
steam navigation. It must be borne in mind, also, that 
ships fitted with the screw combine in one all the advan- 
tage^ of both steam and sailing vessels. In southern 
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voyages, where advantage can be taken both to and from 
India of the trade winds, which constantly blow in one 
direction ; and of the monsoons, which alternately, during 
fixed seasons, blow south-west and north-east, the supe- 
riority of the screw is very apparent. On these voyages 
it can be advantageously applied, as so much use can be 
made of the prevailing winds, whereas paddle-wheels 
offer great obstruction to the progress of a vessel, by 
the immersion of the floats, when sailing under canvass* 
No more convincing proof could be given of the many ad- 
vantages of the screw than the fact, that, within these last 
twelve months, the whole of our valuable trade with the 
Mediterranean, Levant, and Black Sea ports has been 
monopolised by vessels built of iron, and propelled by the 
screw, assisted by sails. The fleet of clipper sailing vessels 
which, up to 1850, was engaged in that trade has almost 
entirely disappeared. 

A movement somewhat similar will shortly revolu- 
tionise our carrying trade with the Brazils. A great 
bulk of our coasting trade has long been conducted in 
like vessels, though these, in their turn, are in many 
branches being fast superseded by railway transit. Al- 
most every vessel now constructed for our European 
trade is of iron, and fitted with the screw. Glasgow 
took the lead, and first applied the power of the screw 
to Transatlantic steam navigation; and so advantageous 
were the results, and so well did the screw steamer, the 
City of Glasgow, which was built for the purpose, 
answer the desired ends, that the builders, after disposing 
of her to great advantage to a company established to 
trade by means of screw vessels between Liverpool and 
Philadelphia, have built another of more gigantic dimen- 
sions. That vessel, the Glasgow, is now trading be- 
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tween the cities of Glasgow and New York, with every 
prospect of success. 

Nor are the advantages of the screw confined to 
Transatlantic and Mediterranean navigation; for they 
are now extending towards India. Screw steamers have 
performed voyages with safety and regularity to the 
Cape of Good Hope, and would have long since reached 
Australia had our Government not been so tardy in afford- 
ing the necessary facilities. But however great the pro- 
gress of vessels built of iron, propelled by the paddle- 
wheel and screw, that progress would appear to be still in 
its infancy ; and such vessels will go on increasing with 
equal rapidity, unless some new and superior mode of 
ocean transit supersede them. 

By a return made to the House of Commons in May, 
1851, it appears that on the 1st of January, 1851, the 
number of registered steam-vessels owned in the United 
Kingdom amounted to 1181, with a tonnage, exclusive of 
engine room, of 167,398, which would give a gross ton- 
nage of about 240,000; whereas forty years since the 
United Kingdom did not, it may be said, possess a single 
steam- vessel, as there were none launched in Europe that 
proved successful in practice till 1812, when Mr. Bell, 
of Glasgow, first set aflos^t his boat on the Clyde. Such 
has been their wonderful progress, creating the most 
astonishing changes, not only in our carrying trade, but 
also in our social and commercial relations with other 
countries. 

As we do not find that any similar return has been pub- 
lished, we give in our Appendix a list*, compiled from a 
parliamentary document, of all the steam-vessels belonging 
to this country on the 1st of January, 1851, which exceed 

- - * See Appendix. 
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100 register tons, exclusive of engine room ; and as the 
length and depth of each will there be found, this return 
may prove both interesting and instructive, more parti- 
cularly to nautical readers. 

There has, however, been one branch of our shipbuild- 
ing which has been much slower than all others in de- 
veloping itself — and, perhaps, not without plausible, and 
even substantial reasons. We now refer to the construction 
of sailing vessels entirely of plate iron. That very strong 
prejudices exist against them cannot be denied. Until 
very recently, we admit we were amongst those who 
hooted the idea, or gave it perhaps very little considera- 
tion. The specimens we had seen came far short of our 
merchant vessels built of wood, and very far short of per- 
fection. The first that was tried upon an extensive scale 
— the John Garrow -7- and employed in the India trade, 
proved a failure. She long lay at Bombay before any of 
the merchants would provide her with a cargo or freight ; 
and when she did find a cargo, and, after a most tedious 
passage, arrived in this country, it was found to be 
seriously damaged. Others were built on a smaller scale, 
which, also, to a certain extent, proved failures. Evi- 
dently there was something radically wrong in their mode 
of construction; but, above all, the most serious defect 
appeared to be, that the iron at sea, on a long voyage, 
got so foul with barnacles, sea weed, and long grass, as 
materially to retard their progress. It does not appear 
that there were any grounds for complaint — nor have 
we heard of any objections — against the material itself 
of which they were constructed, so far as regards safety, 
strength, and durability. These have been placed be- 
yond doubt. But, somehow or other, prejudices long 
existed, and do still exist, against sailing vessels built of 
iron; and we, as we have said, were amongst the number 
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who held these prejudices, and hold them still to a cer- 
tain extent, so for as fouling at sea on a long voyage is 
concerned. 

A private, though hurried, tour of inspection we recently- 
made through most of the iron shipbuilding yards of the 
Thames, Clyde, and Tyne, has, however, materially assisted 
in banishing some of our prejudices. We saw the John 
Garrow when building; we also saw and inspected her 
when she was opened in Liverpool for the purpose of 
being repaired and lengthened ; but a comparison of the 
mode of constructing the frail barques of the Egyptians 
and Phoenicians of old and the majestic Indiamen of the 
present day, would hardly show a greater contrast than 
that between the mode in which the John Garrow was 
originally built, and the iron vessels recently launched and 
now in course of construction. The existing desideratum 
is an invention to prevent fouling. And it will be a 
blemish on our character for ingenuity, and especially on 
the character of our chemists, if they do not invent some 
preparation either to mix with the iron, or to adhere to 
its surface, that may destroy the animalculae of the 
ocean; or, in other words, discover something which will 
answer the same purpose when applied to the bottoms 
of vessels built of iron, as copper or yellow metal now does 
when applied to those built of wood. We would presume to 
advise our young chemists who aspire to fame, and our 
old ones, who perhaps think more of pecuniary returns, 
to set their ingenuity and experience to work, for it will 
form a most valuable patent to the inventor. 

An admixture has been applied, named ** Peacock and 
Buchan's Anti-Sargassian Paint," which has been found to 
answer the purpose better than any other yet discovered, 
and, we are informed, has prevented the bottom of the 
Three Bells (an iron vessel of 700 tons, owned by Messrs, 
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Bell, Brothers, of Glasgow, built by Messrs. Denny, 
Brothers, of Dumbarton), from fouling on a voyage to 
Quebec and back to the Clyde ; and again on a voyage 
thence to Australia, and thence to Calcutta. The owners 
of the Thomas Hamlin, a ship of 800 tons, recently built 
of iron on the Tyne, by Messrs. Coutts and Parkinson, 
which we examined, express confident hopes that that ad- 
mixture will keep the ship entirely free from all barnacles 
and other animalculse during her intended voyage to and 
from Calcutta. From the experience, however, of its pro- 
perties we cannot yet say, that in itself it is sufficient to 
overcome the only difficulty against which iron ships have 
to contend, but it appears a fair substitute till some other 
preparation for the iron is discovered, in which we may feel 
greater confidence as to the results; and we hardly ex- 
pect, for the reasons named, to be long without such. 
Indeed, we hear that a gentleman of Glasgow has already 
discovered a compound which, being mixed with the iron 
when in a fluid state, is expected to answer the desired 
purpose ; but as it is not yet secured by patent, we are not 
in possession of full particulars. 

The essential qualities of a profitable merchant ship 
being buoyancy, speed, and capacity, those constructed of 
iron must have an evident superiority over those of wood ; 
and in the comparatively minor properties and qualities 
they also display, on investigation, a superiority. Dry rot 
the curse of wooden ships, and which destroys more of 
them than all the ravages of the gale, hurricane, quicksands, 
or lee shore, has in iron vessels no existence. This fatal 
disease cannot enter the pores of iron. Again, when driven 
on shore, and amongst rocks, the injuries sustained can be 
more easily repaired ; and in the case of the steam ship 
Great Britain, we have had the most convincing proof that 
they are less liable to injury in such an unfortunate posi- 
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tion, than vessels constructed upon the most approved prin- 
ciples. That vessel, after lying exposed on an open beach 
on the coast of Ireland a whole winter, buffeted by every 
gale, and lashed by many a heavy sea, was in the following 
spring got off the strand, and towed to Liverpool; and 
when there examined, comparatively little of her frame or 
plating was strained or injured, except the bulges on which 
she had rested. These, it is true, had to be renewed when 
she was refitted, but, with that exception, so far as the 
damage to her hull was concerned, she was, according to 
nautical phraseology, in a wonderfully " sound condition." 
Very different, however, were the results, when, at a 
recent period, the new steam-ship Demerara, built of 
wood, and of nearly similar dimensions, grounded on the 
banks of the narrow river Avon, and lay in water perfectly 
smooth and still, where no gale or sea could injure her. 
Though she was in ballast trim, and had no machinery, 
or engines, or cargo on board to strain her to the ut- 
most, as in the case of the Great Britain, and though 
she was built as strong as oak and treenails, and copper 
and knees could make her, the weight of herself and the 
ballast within her resting on the beach, so strained 
the whole of her frame and planking, that after resting 
only six hours on this still beach, so hopeless appeared 
the task of repairing her, that the owners abandoned her 
to the underwriters as a total wreck. It is true, she was 
afterwards taken from the strand, but the injury she 
sustained was not confined to that part on which she had 
rested ; every timber, every plank was thrown out of its 
place, and there is reason to suppose that no amount of 
outlay will ever make her equal to what she was when 
launched. In fact, our most practical and scientific builders 
who were commissioned to examine and report upon her, 
gave it as their opinion, that to repair her was impossible, 
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Aud that the most advisable course was to break her up, 
and dispose of the materials for what they would fetch. 

It appears further^ — and this is indeed an important 
consideration in these days of competition, — that the hull 
of a first-class iron ship can be built and completed at 
less cost than that of a similar vessel built of English oak* 
In a national point of view, also, it is worthy of considera* 
tion, as fully nine-tenths of the cost of maixufacturing the 
iron is expended in labour, — being, in fact, bestowed 
upon the colliers, miners, and artisans generally, of this 
country. Then, again, it is a material which we have 
in greater abundance, and at much less cost than any 
other country. It is in fine, as we have said, a most im- 
portant resource of wealth, still only partially developed, 
which we have within ourselves ; and a resource too, as 
we will hereafter endeavour to show, whereby we may 
attain greater maritime power and commercial superiority 
than we ever possessed in the most palmy days of pro- 
tection. Let us, however, examine more minutely the 
main properties of an iron merchant vessel in a pecuniary 
point of view, which are, greater buoyancy, greater speed, 
and at the same time greater capacity, upon a similar 
register tonnage. Their superior strength and comparative 
safety have been already sufiiciently tested by the experi- 
ence we have had of them, in every trade, and during every 
state of the weather. 

If we take an iron vessel, of say 150 feet in length, 30 
feet breadth, and 20 feet depth, and an oak built vessel of 
exactly similar dimensions, we will find that when both 
are launched and afloat, the former will draw full two feet 
less water than the latter ; and this on an average draught of 
9 to 1 2 feet shows a marked superiority in the buoyancy 
of the iron vessel. The same applies to nearly as great 
an extent when laden. We find that a wooden vessel 
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With 1000 tons of cargo on board, will draw fully one-and- 
a-half feet more water than the iron vessel laden with a 
similftr weight, — and consequently the cargo which the 
iron vessel can carry with safety might seriously endanger 
the wooden vessel. This arises entirely, we may say, 
from the less weight of the iron hull, though some practical 
men have stated that iron plates, placed in the peculiar 
form which they take on a ship's bottom, tend to lighten 
the amount of displacement ; a statement, however, which 
we can hardly admit, as we always understood that a ton 
weight, be it iron, wood, stone, or feathers, and in any 
shape, would displace neither more nor less than a ton 
weight of water. 

In speed, iron vessels generally possess a superiority over 
those of wood. Not because iron, as has been alleged, offers 
less resistance in its progress through the water, than wood 
coated with paint or tar, or sheathed with copper* But 
their superiority appears when we consider speed combined 
with capacity, the two great properties which all shipowners 
have in view in the construction of their vessels. Let us, 
therefore, suppose two vessels of similar dimensions to what 
we have named, built on similar lines, and respectively of 
wood and iron. The shell of the wood vessel, that is, her 
outside planking, timber, and ceiling, will measure in thick- 
ness about 18 inches, whereas the plating, ribs, and ceiling 
of the iron vessel will, combined, not exceed 8 inches in 
thickness. We have thus twenty inches more space in the 
capacity of the iron vessel than we have in the one built of 
wood. Again; an iron beam will measure 8 inches by 
1^ inch at the utmost, while a wooden one measures 12 by 
14 inches ; and when it is considered that such a ship will 
have at least 40 beams, there is here, again, a considerable 
saving of space, and a proportionate increase of capacity. 
The same applies to the breasthooks, knees, stringers, 
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waterways, and the whole of the materials used for fasten* 
ing and strengthening the respective vessels. There can, 
therefore, be no doubt that in capacity also the iron vessel 
has a marked superiority. Let us, however, have the 
whole of the space saved internally from the ship, exter- 
nally distributed over various parts. We thus materially 
alter the form ; and, without reducing the actual capacity 
of the iron vessel below that of the wooden one, we produce 
a ship much sharper at the extremities, with greater rise 
of floor, and altogether offering much less resistance to 
the water in her progress, and, consequently, a descrip- 
tion of vessel which ought to prove of much greater 
speed. If we view the question in any way, the mer- 
chant-vessel constructed of iron possesses many advan- 
tages and valuable capabilities over those built of wood. 
We somehow regret it, as we have a leaning to the old 
wooden walls ; but in this age of competition we cannot, 
and must not, close our eyes to the progress of science and 
to facts. In a word, the advantages of iron vessels 
properly constructed over those built of wood, deserve 
the most serious consideration from all interested in 
shipping, and from Government. In the construction of 
iron ships there is no necessarily defined limit to the 
model or dimensions, as there too often is in wooden 
vessels, from the diflSculty of procuring timber of sufficient 
scantling, and crooks of sufficient curve. Iron ships draw 
less water on account of the less weight of the hull. They 
have generally been found of greater stability when built 
on the same model and dimensions as those of wood. 
They must sail much faster — equal capacity considered— 
from the fact, as already fully explained, of having much 
finer lines. And should it prove desirable to have the 
lines made similar to those of wooden vessels, a great 
advantage in capacity is thereby obtained without dimi- 
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nishing the speed. They are much safer in the event of 
fire and stranding, and, when constructed, as they ought to 
be, with a suflicient number of water-tight bulkheads, they 
are in themselves lifeboats. Had the Amazon been con- 
structed of iron the flames could not have spread with the 
same rapidity ; and many valuable lives might have been 
saved from an untimely end, and the shock of that fearful 
catastrophe been materially lessened. Iron vessels are more 
easily repaired in case of damage, as the injury can more 
readily be reached, and in any case must be of a local 
nature. They are not liable to decay from dry rot, or im- 
proper care and ventilation. Of their durability we can, it 
is true, as yet say but little ; but, judging by the time 
steam-vessels built of iron have been afloat, we have no 
reason to anticipate that it will be less than that of vessels 
constructed of the most approved description of timber. 
They do not alter in form, as all wooden vessels do, after 
they are launched, and also when exposed to different 
temperatures. So essential is this, that it has often 
surprised the nautical world, and puzzled it to compre- 
hend, why wooden vessels, constructed from the same 
lines, masted and rigged in an exactly similar manner, 
proved so very different in their sailing qualities. Such, 
however, is the case ; and the extraordinary discrepancies 
of similarly constructed vessels in the Royal Navy too 
strongly attest this important fact. We built vessels on 
exactly the same lines as those which we captured from 
the French during the war ; but, somehow, those vessels 
never could equal in sailing properties the captured 
ships from which they were modelled, though the spar* 
ring and fitting were also similar in every respect. In a 
word, iron ships appear to present very many advantages 
over those built of wood, and there seems no objection to 
their general adoption except that of fouling in tropical cli- 
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mates. This, as we have seen, is a difficulty which has 
been already partially overcome. And, we have too great 
a respect for the knowledge and science of the age to sup- 
pose that we shall be allowed to remain much longer with- 
out discovering some perfect method of preventing the 
weeds of the ocean from adhering to iron. There is another 
disadvantage, that will soon be overcome, the greater 
liability of error in the compass in iron ships — an error 
which, however, also occurs, though perhaps to a less ex- 
tent, in every wooden ship; but by a most ingenious inven- 
tion, which will shortly be made public, such errors, in any 
ships, under any circumstances, can at all times be at once 
discovered. 

Having seen the many advantages which iron possesses 
over wood in the construction of merchant vessels, it is 
our duty to devise the best means of cultivating this 
source of maritime superiority and greatness which we 
have within ourselves. One word, however, en passant 
We trust that, though we have directed public attention 
to a source from which great maritime power must sooner 
or later flow, and which will, we believe, in itself give us 
the means of attaining a marked ascendancy over our 
competitors. Government is bound to relieve our ship- 
owners of those vexatious, if not oppressive, burdens which 
their competitors are not called upon to bear, — and to 
give, so far as legislative enactments can provide, a just, 
equitable, and fair scope to their energies, and to the full 
development of those resources which they happily pos- 
sess. Our rulers must not imagine, as they appear to 
have done, that, because the people whom they govern 
have, within themselves and within their country, a power 
of superiority which others do not possess, they are to be 
burdened with vexatious, unequal, and oppressive enact- 
ments, or that, possessing so great natural resources, it iq 
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not at all necessary for them to revise the laws by which 
their people are governed, or, as far as practicable, relieve 
them from the burdens under which they labour. He is 
unfit to be a ruler who neglects justice, because he may 
feel that those whom he rules have within themselves the 
means of a comfortable existence, in defiance of almost any 
laws, however unequal, inconsistent, or oppressive. Such, 
however, was the extraordinary doctrine promulgated in 
this enlightened age, and in a British Parliament, when 
the question of the repeal of the Navigation Laws was 
under discussion. " Never mind your burdens, never 
mind your laws, never mind your oppression," said the 
author of the anatomy of these laws. ** You, the ship- 
owners of England, have advantages which will enable you 
to exist under them all ; so depend solely on your energies, 
depend solely on your resources, depend solely on your- 
selves." The man who used such language was no very 
sound legislator. He sacrificed justice to policy or party. 
Carrying with us these truths let us still further examine 
our natural resources. If iron possesses the marked advan- 
tages over wood, which we believe it will ere long be found 
to do, in the construction of our merchant ships, the effects 
will be greater than our readers may at first imagine. If 
we, with such ships, can command equal speed, with much 
greater capacity, and at less cost, what country can compete 
with us ? We shall then undoubtedly maintain the lead 
in the carrying trade of the world ; and carry the palm in 
all trades to which we are freely and equitably admitted. 
The United States of America is at the present moment 
making most resolute efforts to supplant us. Sanguine, 
determined, bold, shrewd, energetic — with no lack of capi- 
tal, and with a Congress and House of Assembly watching 
with a most jealous eye their rights, seizing every advantage 
which other nations can give them, and assisting and prompt- 
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ing their shipowners onwards — they will run us a hard and 
close race* And it may be, that if we go on as we have 
hitherto done, and if Government does not watch more 
narrowly our interests, relieve us of our burdens, and 
grant us the means of sailing British ships to equal ad- 
vantage, the ships of America may, in course of time, 
drive us. from the ocean carrying trade. Our shipowners 
would, at the same time, do well to remember that, though 
the Government owe a duty to them, they also owe a duty 
to themselves ; and that if vessels built of iron are likely 
to prove superior to those constructed of wood, it is their 
duty to inquire and satisfy themselves on this very important 
point, and, if satisfied of the superiority of iron vessels, to 
adopt them. If really found preferable to the extent we 
have stated, the tables will soon be turned, and America, 
to be able to compete with any prospect of profit, must 
fight us with our new weapons. To obtain these, she 
must depend on U8 ; and to come in any way equal to us, 
she must abolish the high import duty which she still 
maintains upon our iron ; and even then we shall have the 
advantage over her to the extent of the freight and ship- 
ping charges on the iron from this market to the building- 
yards of America. These are matters which require prompt 
and serious consideration at our hands. 

As much has been of late said and written respecting 
the superior qualities and sailing properties of American 
clipper ships, and as our shipowners have been both 
tauntingly and urgently advised to construct all their 
vessels of a similar description, let us, before concluding 
this portion of the work, inquire into the soundness of the 
advice given. 

In regard to their supposed superiority, in all respects, we 
deny the assertions which have been made to that effect. In 
strength, durability, mode of fastening, and workmanship 
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generally, thej will not bear comparison with our British- 
built Indiamen. Whatever be the amount of skill and 
energy which the Americans exert in their construction, 
they have not in their country the wood or other materials 
to construct vessels of equal strength and durability with 
our own. We have examined them narrowly, and have 
asked ourselves the question — Why should a vessel 
built in New York be better than one built in Quebec ? 
Labour in the latter port is as low as in the former, 
iron is cheaper, copper is equally cheap, and so is oakum, 
hemp, tar, pitch, and all things necessary for the con- 
struction of a ship ; the pine they use is similar, and 
the timber generally is much the same. White oak, it 
is true, which is only to be found in the United States, 
is superior to Canadian oak, but it is too scarce and too 
expenisive to be used to any extent. In fine, the Ameri- 
can clippers are built of somewhat the same materials as 
are St. John's and Quebec ships ; and yet so strong has 
public opinion ran of late in favour of the former, that a 
United States vessel is, eagerly employed in our India and 
China trades, and to carry the most valuable cargoes, 
while those of our own colonial built are considered only fit 
for coarse or imperishable cargoes. We have examined 
both descriptions of vessels, and have little hesitation in 
saying that the best colonial-built ships are quite equal in 
timber, mode of construction, and durability, and as fit to 
bring perishable cargoes from China or Calcutta as any 
of the American ships. Many very inferior vessels now 
engaged in these trades have, however, been built in our 
American colonies; and the public formed so strong a 
prejudice against colonial ships generally, that they thought 
it impossible for these colonies to produce a really good, 
sound, and strong ship. Equally inferior vessels have, 
however, been produced in the United States, and proved 
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also to be such ; but as all branches of our trade^ except 
that directly carried on with the United States^ in which 
the best ships are employed, was closed to the vessels 
of that country previously to 1850, their inferiority, as a 
whole, was not known to our merchants and under-, 
writers. 

The United States vessels have another advantage.* 
They are not classed in this country, and an underwriter 
has no opportunity of comparing their respective merits 
with British-built ships. Lloyd's register book is the only 
guide for our underwriter. He has been taught to study 
it ; and whatever the book says is a law to him, by which 
he must abide. Should a United States ship appear in 
that book, she will not stand higher than four to six years 
A 1 ; while her British-built competitor stands in class of 
A 1 for ten, twelve, or thirteen years. The former may 
not deserve to stand higher; and the Americans, well 
knowing the comparative grades, very rarely enter their 
ships in our register of classification. The underwriters, 
without inquiring the reason, do not expect to find them 
there ; but should a colonial-built ship not appear, as they 
consider she ought to do, being British owned, she is quite 
uninsurable — and this simply because underwriters suppose 
that there must be something radically wrong with her, or 
she would be there. Nothing can be more fallacious : but 
every one knows how diflScult it is to eradicate the preju- 
dices, or change the views, or alter the notions of a class of 
gentlemen who have got a certain way of conducting their 
business. If they underwrite cargo by a ship, and charge 
premium according to her merits, the colonial-built ship is 
quite entitled to be taken at the same premium as the 
American ; for in the book by which they are guided she 
will be found standing four to six years A 1, — a class, we 
may add, which is too low for such vessels, considering 
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their improved mode of construction, and the superior 
qualities of many of them. But unfortunately, when they 
appear in the list, our underwriters judge them by com- 
parison with the high-classed British-built ships, and charge 
a premium upon them accordingly. 

It is true that there are other considerations besides the 
mere quality of the hull, which have justly an equal weight 
with our underwriters; and there is no doubt that the 
United States ships which have been brought under their 
notice, as underwriters, are, upon the whole, better found, 
and better commanded, than many of our colonial ships: 
but these are matters fast being remedied, and which we 
will notice more fully elsewhere. 

In regard to the advice given to our shipowners to 
construct only sharp clipper vessels, if they wish to com- 
pete with any chance of success with the Americans, we 
have only to say, that it is most unsound. The aim, hap- 
pily, of our most able shipbuilders, unbiassed by popular 
opinion, is to combine capadty with speed ; and when we 
find the British ship Stornaway, which delivers a cargo 
of 40 per cent, more than her register tonnage, surpassing 
in speed the most famed American clippers, which do not 
deliver more cargo than they register, we certainly find a 
model much nigher perfection for the use of our merchant 
navy than any America has yet produced. Where speed 
is the only desideratum, the United States have surpassed 
us. They sent to this country a yacht named the America, 
which outstripped with ease the fleetest vessels of our 
Koyal Yacht Club ; and we heartily rejoiced in the laurels 
she won, as our yacht-owners and builders have too long 
had an idea that their vessels were perfect, and any hint 
of improvements in their model or method of sparring and 
rigging was too often treated by them as perfectly im- 
practicable. The delusion under which they so long 
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existed has been dispelled ; and^ now that their eyes are 
opened^ we anticipate a vast improvement in the model of 
their yachts. They need not be ashamed to take a lesson 
from America, nor even from vessels owned by a people 
whom they may be pleased to style as barbarians ; for, to 
our own knowledge, there are craft belonging to the 
Ladrone Islanders which in speed will surpass any vessel 
owned by the members of the Royal Yacht Club. 

To return, however, to the merchant service, and the 
construction of vessels adapted for the general purposes of 
commerce, we are naturally led to inquire what created the 
American clipper merchantmen ? The answer is simple. 
It was the Califomian trade, which we were prevented from 
entering. Without such a trade these clippers could not 
exist, for in the ordinary branches of trade vessels must have 
capacity as well as speed. We question much if any mer- 
chant in Calcutta or Bombay, Madras or Singapore, Callao, 
the Brazils, the West Indies, or Quebec, would give five 
shillings per ton above the current rates to a vessel to 
convey his rice, or his indigo, his cotton, his sugar, his 
gambier, his guano, his hides, his coffee, or his timber, ten 
or twelve days, in a voyage of four months, sooner to this 
market? And we must remember, that from the very 
limited capacity it requires greatly enhanced rates of freight 
to remunerate a clipper ship carrying only her register 
tonnage of cargo. Even in China, it is only for the early 
shipments of tea that merchants can afford to give the 
increased rates which they have recently given ; and if all 
ships in that trade were clipper-built, there would 'be no 
differential rates whatever. We advise our shipowners 
not to be led away by the present popular notion, that 
speed alone, is the one thing wanted in merchant ships. 
Let them take Aberdeen, and other British ports, for a 
pattern in respect of model, in preference lo New York, 
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and aim at combining capacity with speed. Let them 
also direct their serious attention to vessels built of iron 
— more particularly as this is a material where both 
qualities can be combined with great advantage; and 
in the construction of such vessels let them have an eye to 
the introduction of seme auxiliary power of propulsion: 
for though the use of the screw is at present too expensive 
to be adopted in the ordinary trades in which the bulk of 
our vessels are engaged, either the expense of working the 
screw will, in this age of science, and at no distant date, 
be materially reduced, or another and cheaper power than 
that of steam will be discovered for working it. It would 
therefore be well for them to construct vessels so draughted 
that such a power could be conveniently introduced. 
England then, with iron ships, assisted by an auxiliary 
power, may still maintain, if proper means are applied, the 
lead in navigation, and America must open her ports, and 
come and buy from her ; and thus, through the resources 
within ourselves, we have less reason to dread the com- 
petition of foreign nations. 

We intended to have here concluded our remarks on 
this portion of our subject, but our review of the Pro- 
gress of Shipbuilding would be incomplete were we to 
pass quite unnoticed the vessels constructed in our royal 
dockyards. It must, however, be only a passing notice, 
as we wish to confine ourselves, as much as possible, to 
the consideration of the vessels of the merchant service — 
their condition, burdens, restrictions, and prospects — and 
the laws by which they are regulated. 

While, during the past quarter of a century the most 
astonishing improvements have been taking place in our 
merchant vessels, and more especially in our steam ships, 
it could hardly have been expected that the ships of the 
Royal Navy were to be standing still : and if the country 
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squire, who can have but a very undefined notion of the 
difference between ships of the line, sloops of war, cor- 
vetteS) and steam frigates, looks to the Admiralty returns, 
and is guided by the annually increasing and enormous 
sums of money which Parliament votes for the use of the 
dockyards, he will arrive at the conclusion that the royal 
ships — those which are to defend him, as they did his an~ 
cestors — must have made a far more rapid progress than 
those of the merchant service. He does not fancy that, 
were war with his country to be declared to-morrow, there 
would be a probability of our ships getting thrashed on that 
element which has always been considered as the exclusive 
property of England. Instead of our ships of war having 
kept progress with the science of the age, we fear their 
motion has been retrograde; and that, in all the essen- 
tials of men-of-war, our fleet, considered as a whole, 
is certainly not superior to what it was in the days of 
Nelson, or of Duncan. Considering the number of 
vessels in our fleet, and the great expense at which 
they are maintained, we have comparatively few fit in 
every respect for service. They, somehow or other, in 
too many cases, either will not sail, will not steer, will not 
stay, will not wear, or will not carry what they were 
built to carry. They are often, strange to say, either 
found to be too tender and cannot use their leeward guns, 
or they are too stiff and roll their weather ones under 
water. Some of them, it is discovered, cannot beat to 
windward ; and, unfortunately, others there are that cannot 
run — almost any light collier afloat could catch them. 
Take them as a whole, it is really not too vivid an illus- 
tration of their condition to compare them to the old 
nautical pensioners who perambulate the square which 
surrounds Greenwich Hospital. Few of them will be 
foundjcorporeally perfect ; some want an arm, some a leg. 
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some an eye, and so forth. Poor fellows, the wars have 
committed almost the same havoc upon them as our many 
theoretical surveyors, Lord3 of the Admiralty, and masters, 
ad libitum^ have committed upon the ships which have sue* 
ceeded those in which they lost their limbs. Any one who 
inquires into the matter will find, that, for many years, 
a very large portion of the sum annually voted for the 
navy has been expended in experimenting on the various 
ships in the dockyards, during the course of their con- 
struction, by the various Lords of the Admiralty, super- 
intendents, and master-shipwrights ; that an equally large 
amount has been spent after they were built, either in length- 
ening them, or in rounding or flattening their stems, and, 
too often, in all but rebuilding them. He will further find 
steam frigates built too small to carry the engines made for 
them ; or engines made too powerless to propel the frigates 
built for them. If he even does not go to a greater expense 
than a trip to Woolwich and Sheerness, he may find, as he 
sails down the river, stupendous steam-boats built of iron, 
by the order of one set of Admiralty lords, and with- 
out having been used, being broken up for sale as old metal 
by the order of their successors in office, or used as depot 
hulks for coals ; and he will find at Woolwich and Sheer- 
ness a great many things which were never used, and never 
can be used. In a word, he will find abundance to satisfy 
his mind as to how the money is expended. Why it was so 
expended, he will not from inquiry so easily discover ; but 
should be be a gentleman employing half a dozen house- 
hold servants for an amount of labour which one might 
easily perform, he may form a pretty correct idea of the 
reason why, by the answer he receives from the whole six, 
when he discovers any portion of his furniture destroyed, 
or his glass or china broken, it either was not the fault of 
any one of the six, or if it was, it was partly broken, or 
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somehow damaged, by hi& predecessor. The lo^c used 
by the servants of his household to screen themselves from 
bhime is exactly similar to that which is adopted by no less 
personages than the members of onr Gh>vemment. 

We could say more, on this very important subject; 
but as we desire to confine ourselves as much as possible 
to the merchant service, we shall merely subjoin a few 
£icts and hints. 

Our ships of war cost far too much money in their con- 
struction. Independently of the first cost, however, the 
amount of money expended in necessary alterations, which 
might have been avoided, is very great ; and excessively 
so in those which are unnecessary, and in experimenting 
upon them during their construction, and after they are 
built. These experiments are a heavy drain on the public 
purse. And when complete, the Royal ships are unques- 
tionably inferior as a whole for the purposes for which they 
were meant to the vessels of our merchant navy, which 
cost much less per ton. 

Many of our war steamers have proved failures; and 
are, besides, as a whole, very inferior — the relative 
duties of each considered — to the Europa, the Asia, the 
America, and the others of the Cunard line of steam- 
ships, or to those owned by the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company, and those which have been recently launched 
for the West India Royal Mail and Pacific Steam Naviga- 
tion Companies. If, then, our private builders can model 
and construct superior vessels at a much less cost, our 
Government might do well to build its war-ships, and 
especially its steamers, by contract, in our private building 
yards; subject, if desirable, to the superintendence and 
surveillance of any competent person or persons whom it 
may appoint. It is with the system, and not with those 
who hold office, that we complain ; and we cannot help 
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thinking that the whole is clumsy, cumbrons, and extra- 
vagant, and our dockyards sinkpools where annually a very 
large amount of the public revenue is irretrievably lost. 

Our present system makes it necessary that Lords of 
the Admiralty should go about their business every two, 
three, or four years, and other Lords succeed them, with 
views and notions as different as day is from night, though 
embued with the same spirit for experimenting, and re- 
building, but who are in no way responsible for the 
acts of their predecessors. Such being the case, it would 
surely be very desirable that a competent Lord or Lords 
were appointed for life or during good service, who should 
be responsible to the Government and to the public. 
These lords might be assisted by the Surveyor-General of 
the Navy, who should have a seat at their Board. When 
we have a good Admiralty Lord, should the Ministry be 
defeated in the House of Commons, all the good that he 
intended is strangled in its birth. And though he may 
be succeeded by others who perceive his good intentions 
and the wisdom of adopting them, yet they are quite op- 
posed to him in their political notions, and therefore it 
would not suit them to adopt his views, however sound. 
Thus the chaos becomes greater, and we continue building, 
bungling, breaking up, and squandering the public funds, 
as we have done heretofore, and as we shall continue to do 
unless there be a thorough reform. 

With a competent Board we should have fewer line-of- 
battle ships and sailing frigates turned into bad steam- 
ships of war, such as the Ajax, Blenheim, Edinburgh, 
and Forth, at a greater expense to the country than 
new and perfect steam-ships, constructed in our private 
building yards, would cost. We should not have iron 
steamers such as the Grappler, built as an "experi- 
ment," at a cost of 15,000/. ; and shortly afterwards sold 

G 
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al ISOOL, with iian ballast in her w<»tli half the pmrhaflc 
moDejr, and we ahould have fewer Boyal ateameiBy socli as 
the Megaera, potthig into Pljmioath ^in a thoroiighly 
fsabled state, and vnaUe to proceed with the 1st battalkm 
<tf the Bifle Brigade to the Gape of Good HopeJ* In- 
stanoea almost nmimieiable we nu^t pwe a( unaceoiint- 
able nrismanagiement, but it is needless. Should any one» 
however^ undertake the task, we may state, that he will 
have very little difficulty indeed in fiUii^ a quarto with the 
det^ls of abuses. 
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CHAP. III. 

Multiplicity of Acts, 

The Confusion created by too many Acts. — List of Maritime Acts 
now in force. — The Advantages and Mode of Consolidation con- 
sidered. 

The evil of which we have now to complain — the multi- 
plicity and complexity of our acts of parliament — is not 
one of modern growth; nor has it been confined to the 
laws for the regulation of our maritime commerce and 
mercantile marine. The rage for legislation has been 
general for many centuries ; and each change of adminis- 
tration appears to have produced numerous changes in the 
laws by which the people and their property are governed. 
These changes^ consisting generally of mere partial revisions 
and alterations, are often conflicting and contradictory, 
increasing with every change of government, and, in the 
progress of time, rendering the laws so confused and un- 
certain, that a thorough revision and consolidation, at va- 
rious periods, have been found imperative. 

To such an extent has this rage for legislation been 
carried, that, in the words of Mr. M*Culloch*, " the 
excessive multiplication of acts of parliament suspend- 
ing, repealing, or altering parts of other acts, has often 
involved our commercial and maritime law in almost 
inextricable confusion, and been most injurious to the 
public interests. No one, indeed, who is not pretty con- 
versant with the subject would readily imagine to what 

* Commercial Dictionary, p. 846. 
o 2 
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an extent this abuse has sometimes been carried. From 
the Revolution down to 1786 some hundreds of acts were 
passed^ each enacting some addition, diminution, or change 
in the duties^ drawbacks, bounties, and regulations pre- 
viously existing in the customs. In consequence, the 
customs laws became so intricate and unintelligible, that 
hardly one merchant in fifty could teU the exact amount 
of duty affecting any article, or the course to be followed 
either in entering or clearing out vessels ; being obliged to 
leave it entirely to the clerks of the Custom-house to cal- 
culate the amount of duties, and to direct him how to pro- 
ceed so as to avoid forfeiting the goods and the ship ! and 
yet, so powerful is the influence of habit in procuring 
toleration for the most pernicious absurdities, that this 
monstrous abuse was allowed to go on increasing for fifty 
years after it had been denounced as intolerable. Mr. 
Pitt has the merit of having introduced something like 
order into this chaos. Under his auspices all the separate 
customs duties existing in 1787 were repealed, and new 
ones substituted in their stead; consisting, in most in- 
stances, of the equivalents, so far at least as they could be 
ascertained, of the old duties. In carrying this measure 
into effect, the House of Commons passed no fewer than 
3000 resolutions." 

Though the advantages arising from the measure of 
Mr. Pitt appear to have been then of very great import- 
ance^ so many new duties and regulations were passed 
during the war, that, in 1819, it was again found re- 
quisite to have a fresh revision and consolidation of the 
customs laws. In other branches of commerce, our mer- 
chants and shipowners became also so bewildered by 
the multiplicity of statutory regulations, that a committee 
of the House of Lords was, in 1820, appointed to inquire 
into, and investigate, the whole subject : and their Report 



MULTIPLICITY OF ACTS. 85 

Is SO applicable to our present position, at least eo far as 
regards those laws which we have undertaken to review, 
that the following extract from it, while it cannot fail 
to prove interesting and instructive, comprehends at the 
same time, as if by anticipation, the whole sum and sub- 
stance of our present grounds of complaint. 

" Before," say their Lordships, " your committee pro- 
ceed to advert to the points which have been the principal 
objects of their inquiry, they are anxious to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the excessive accumulation and com* 
plexity of the laws under which the commerce of the 
country is regulated, with which they were forcibly im- 
pressed in the very earliest stage of their proceedings. 
These laws, passed at difierent periods, and many of them 
arising out of temporary circumstances, amount, as stated 
in a recent computation of them, to upwards of two 
thousand^ of which no less than 1100 were in force in 
1815; and many additions have been since made. After 
such a statement, it will not appear extraordinary that it 
should be matter of complaint by the British merchant, 
that, so far from the course in which he is to guide his 
transactions being plain and simple — so far from being 
able to undertake his operations, and to avail himself of 
favourable openings, as they arise, with promptitude and 
confidence — he is frequently reduced to the necessity of 
resorting to the services of professional advisers, to ascer- 
tain what he may venture to do, and what he must avoid, 
before he is able to embark in his commercial adventures 
with the assurance of being secure from the consequences 
of an infringement of the law. If this be the case (as is 
stated to your committee) with the most experienced among 
the merchants, even in England, in how much greater 
a degree must the same perplexity and apprehension of 
danger operate in foreign countries and on foreign mer- 

G 3 
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chants^ whose acquaintance with onr statute book must 
be supposed to be oomparatiYely limited^ and who are 
destitute of the profesraonal authoritj which the merchant 
at home may at all times consult for his direction ? When 
it is recoUected^ besides^ that a triyial unintentional devia- 
tion from the strict letter of the acts of parliament may 
expose a ship and cargo to the inconvenience of seizure, 
which (whether sustained or abandoned) is attended always 
with delay and expense, and frequently followed by litiga- 
tion, it cannot be doubted that such a state of the law must 
have the most prejudicial influence both upon commercial 
enterprise in the country, and upon our mercantile rela- 
tions and intercourse with foreign nations ; and perhaps no 
service more valuable could be rendered to the trade of the 
empire, nor any measure more efiectually contribute to 
promote the objects contemplated by the House, in the 
appointment of this committee, than an accurate revision 
of this vast and confused mass of legislation, and the esta- 
blishment of some certain, simple, and consistent prin- 
ciples, to which all the regulations of commerce might be 
referred, and under which the transactions of merchants 
engaged in the trade of the United Kingdom might be 
conducted with facility, safety, and confidence.*' 

It is even so with our Navigation and Maritime Laws 
at present. A reference to the act passed in 1849 — 
intituled ^^ An Act to amend the Laws in force for the 
Encouragement of British Shipping and Navigation," but 
which will be better known to many of our readers as the 
act for the repeal of the Navigation Laws*, and which 
came into force on the Ist of January, 1850 — will at 
once show the complexity and confusion of these laws. 

The act begins by repealing certain acts, and parts of 

For copy of this act, see Appendix. 
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acts, in that of 8 & 9 Vict c. 88. ; and <**o much^ of a 
certain other act passed in the same session of Parliament; 
and again, ^' so much " of another portion of the said act as 
relates to the disqualification of ships repaired in foreign 
countries; and agadn, "so much^ as prevents British ships 
which have been captured bj or sold to foreigners from 
becoming entitled to a British register; and again, "so 
much " of another act passed in the same session, intituled 
**An Act to regulate the Trade of British Possessions 
abroad ; " and again, " so much ^ thereof as provides for the 
limitation of the privileges allowed to foreign ships by the 
Law of Navigation ; and again, ** so much " thereof as 
provides "that no vessel or boat;" and again, "so much^^ 
of a certain " other act " passed in the same session for 
the regulation of the customs ^'as prohibits the importation 
of oil, blubber, or any creatures living in the sea ; " and 
again, "so much " thereof as "prohibits the importation of 
tea, unless from the Cape of Good Hope or the eastward 
thereof;*' and again, "so much^^ of a certain other act 
passed in the 7th and 8th years of Victoria. But the 
number of acts which had to be partially repealed, would 
appear almost endless. Those we have named fall far 
short of the number in the repealing clause to which 
we have reff^red. Altogether thirty-five separate para- 
graphs are employed in repealing " so much ^ of ten sepa- 
rate and distinct statutes: the main portions, so far as the 
letter-press at least is concerned, are still allowed to remain 
in force, for no other object, it would almost appear, than 
to confound and confuse those persons whom, it may be 
presumed, they were meant to guide and govern. 

A law, in our opinion, should be clear and simple, and 
easily understood by the most ordinary mind. The last 
act should totally repeal all other acts bearing upon the 
particular branch of our trade for which it was framed. 

o 4 
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Confusion seems to have been the result, whatever might 
have been the Mm of too many lawgivers in almost every 
age, till some master-mind grappled with the whole ques- 
tion, swept the patchwork away, purified the mass, re- 
enacted and consolidated : then, and then only, could the 
people understand. But in progress of time some cunning 
craft appears always to have arisen, and devised means 
to mystify our statutes, and create employment for a pro- 
fession whose very existence depended on the amount of 
mystification, confusion, and contradiction which each 
statute contained* 

We have now eleven separate acts of parliament in full 
force for the regulation of Navigation, and to every one of 
these we must refer on almost any question which arises. • 
Few will undertake this arduous task; and fewer still, 
when they feel that after all their labour and research the 
innumerable clauses repealing " so much " of other clauses 
beget such a mystification, that to understand any portion 
thereof is all but hopeless. If a law cannot be made clear 
— cannot be made so as to be within the comprehension of 
those for whom it is promulgated — it should be abolished. 
A rule which cannot be understood is worse than no 
rule. The feeling of moral rectitude which is inherent 
in all right-minded men is a vastly superior lawgiver 
than laws which, however well meant, are not compre- 
hensible. It would appear as though Law, which in its 
original and pure sense meant a rule for our guidance, 
had now become a word signifying intricacy — a some- 
thing which nobody should understand, and that which 
it was not meant any body could comprehend. Such 
is the case with the eleven acts of parliament to which 
we have referred ; and the last act, " to amend and Im- 
prove," is the most jumbled mass of the whole. Clause 
tumbling over clause, re-enacting partially, and again 
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totally and partially repealing, are the characteristic 
features of the whole ; and while the Act of 12 & 13 Vict, 
c, 29. remains in our statute book, it is good for nothing, 
except it be to perplex and confuse. 

The Mercantile Marine Act*, which came into ope- 
ration on the 1st January, 1861, intituled " An Act for 
improving the Condition of Masters, Mates, and Seamen, 
and maintaining Discipline in the Merchant Service," is 
much better framed than the recent Act of Navigation 
to which we have referred. It is, however, far from being 
sufficiently clear, as it refers to other acts still in force for 
the government of our mercantile marine, instead of em- 
bodying within itself such portions of these acts as it was 
desirable to retain. For instance, in the 45th clause it 
repeals " so much " of the General Merchant Seaman's 
Act as relates to agreements with seamen, leaving in 
force so much of the same clause, which it partly repeals, 
as relates to the delivery and production of agreements to 
consular or naval officers, and the requisite endorsements. 
Again, in the 58th clause, it repeals ** so much " of the 
Seaman*s Protection Act as relates " to advance of wages 
and advance notes." Again, in the 64th clause, it refers 
to, and confirms, certain clauses in the General Merchant 
Seaman's Act ; and to know what these are, reference must 
be made to the 7 & 8 Vict. c. 112. s. 18. 

Further, in the 65th clause, it enacts that ships bound 
on particular voyages may " dispense with the observance 
of so much " of the last act, to which we have referred, 
" as relates to lime or lemon juice, sugar, and vinegar." 
Again, to understand the 73d clause, we must refer to 
the Act of 7 & 8 Vict. c. 112. s. 9. ; and we must also 
make reference to said act, ss. 9. and 46., before we can 

* For copy of this act, see Appendix. 
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clearly comprehend the meaiung of the 74th ckase. The 
76th clause creates a difficulty, for it enacts that the 
Board of Trade may dispense with certain stipnlations 
required in the 7 & 8 Vict. c. 121. s. 46. Thus, to ascer- 
tain whether the Board has dispensed with these stipula- 
tions, the unfortunate and bewildered shipowner or seaman 
who requires to make r^erence to that particular clause 
must search for '^ regulatioui duly published," and which, 
by the way, may never be published, and add these to his 
Act of Parliament Library, before he can be said to have 
the means of understanding any thing about the laws 
framed for his government. 

To comprehend clauses 81. and 88. we must also 
refer to 7 & 8 Vict. ss. 12. and 76. ; and tibere, in clauses 
107, 108, 109, 110, and 111., there is a mass of sections 
of other acts, to whidi we must make reference before we 
can in any way understand the law as it at present stands. 
Even then the law is far from being clear on the point to 
which it refers ; as it enacts, '< that all summary proceed- 
ings, if instituted in England or Wales, may, so far as is 
consistent with the provisions of this Act,^ — who is to decide 
that they are consistent? — "be carried on either in the 
maimer directed by an act passed in the session of the 
eleventh and twelfth years of the reign of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, intituled * An Act to facilitate the Per- 
formance of the Duties of Justices of the Peace out of 
Sessions within England and Wales with respect to sum- 
mary Convictions and Orders,' or, if the case admits, in the 
manner directed by the General Merchant Seaman's Act 
as to penalties thereby, imposed." 

It again, in the 109th clause, enacts that service of a 
summons shall be good either under this act, or the General 
Merchant Seaman's Act, or the Seaman's Protection Act, 
instead of adopting the clearer and more simple course of 



MULTIPLICITY OP ACTS. 91 

enacting the mode or modes of service, and thus preventing 
the necessity of these acts, or, in fact, having three acts 
in force when one would amply and much more clearly 
suffice. The same criticism applies to the 110th and 1 1 1th 
clauses. For these, also, we must, to be certain, make 
reference to two other acts still in force. 

In the 119th, 120th, and 121st clauses the most profuse 
reference is made to other acts; but we are really not 
ashamed to own that, after having referred to and care- 
fully studied them, we are quite at a loss to under- 
stand what these clauses mean. There is certainly some- 
thing about a ** conflict of laws," which, if it refer to 
the laws which govern our shipping, we do understand ; 
but as it is not at all likely that our law-makers would 
condemn their own handiwork, we must presume that the 
above clauses are intended to regulate any difference 
which may arise from some of our colonies and foreign 
possessions adopting the act and others not doing so. 
Hardly, however, had this Statute come into operation, 
before a rider was passed, entitled the Mercantile Marine 
Amendment Act. But though the amendments may, at 
so very early a period, have been found necessary, at which 
we are not very much surprised, an act to repeal and re- 
enact would surely have been much more desirable. These 
amended acts only heap ** so much" more confusion on 
the already too large and confused mass, arising almost 
entirely from their multiplicity. Every addition only 
creates a greater difficulty in discovering the law which 
bears on any particular subject or qiiestion on which we 
wish to be informed. 

Having thus briefly directed attention to the conflicting 
nature of our Maritime Laws, we may now state that, to 
regulate the navigation of British shipping and govern 
our mercantile marine, we have at present in force not 
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fewer than fourteen acts of parliament^ all in their con- 
struction of a somewhat similar nature, which may be 
particularised as under : — 

Navigation, or rcUher the Acts in force for the Encouragement of 
British Seamen and Navigation, 

Act 4 George IV. chap. 80. 

Act 4 George IV. chap. 77. 

Act 5 & 6 Victoria, chap. 14. 

Act 7 & 8 Victoria, chap. 112. s. 37. 

Act 8 & 9 Victoria, chap. 89. 

Act 8 & 9 Victoria, chap. 93. 

Act 8 & 9 Victoria, chap, 86. 

Three portions of acts also passed in the 7th, 8th, and 9th years of 
the reign of Queen Victoria, which seem to have been most prolific 
years for making and unmaking acts to regulate our maritime com- 
merce, and the last " celebrated act'' passed in the 12th and 13th years 
of the reign of our present Queen. 

Mercantile Marine. 

Merchant Seaman^s Act, 7 & 8 Vict. c. 112. 
Seaman's Protection Act, 8 & 9 Vict. c. 116. 
Mercantile Marine Act, 13 & 14 Vict. c. 95. 
Mercantile Marine Amendment Act, 14 & 15 Vict. c. 96. 

This list would^ indeed, form a considerable library, 
which every owner, master, and seaman ought to have in 
his possession, if he desire to understand the laws by 
which he is governed. Few, however, dream of possess- 
ing them, as they feel they are far beyond their compre- 
hension ; and until they are revised and consolidated, and 
brought into a compact mass, which might easily be done, 
we question much if they will ever be thoroughly under- 
stood. 

The consolidation in itself is to a certain extent a work 
merely of mechanical labour ; to it, with the construction, 
we confine ourselves in the present chapter. The com- 
prehensive mind and extensive knowledge of a minister 
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are hardly requisite in the performance of a work which, 
however laborious, needs no uncommon amount of in* 
tellectual capacity. All that the minister in the first 
stage, required to do, would be to give notice of a Bill 
which, instead of repealing, as is usually done, cei*tain 
portions of certain acts, should totally repeal the whole 
of the fourteen acts now in force. In due time he 
would then introduce for the consideration of Parliament 
his Bill, which had been framed in the proper department 
by those whom he had employed to pick out and assort 
from all the acts in force the clauses which bore upon 
the principles of the whole law about to be brought 
under consideration, and the whole spirit of its various 
enactments. An immense mass of unnecessary letter- 
press would thus be summarily disposed of, as full one- 
half of the fourteen acts now in force is occupied in 
repealing portions of each other, and half of the remaining 
half employed in referring to clauses, and explanatory 
of paragraphs and conditions, of each preceding act. When 
the whole of this indigested mass was disposed of, the act 
of consolidation would become comparatively easy, and 
could be put within a reasonable compass. One portion 
thereof, we would propose, should be set apart for the 
government and encouragement of British shipping and 
navigation, so far as related to our colonies and depend- 
encies, and the regulation of our trade with foreign states ; 
and the other portion for the internal government of our 
mercantile marine. We should thus have one grand act, 
in a small compass, subdivided into two distinct heads, 
— the first portion to regulate navigation ; the second to 
regulate the conduct of all British subjects employed in 
navigation. 

In this state the minister might present his Bill, with- 
out further revision, if he pleased, for the consideration of 
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the whole House^ who might appoint a committee to 
revise and consider the various clauses and enactments. 

Though the mechanical process of consolidation is the 
firsts and is an essential step towards making our laws 
understood^ a thorough revision of the principles on which 
these laws are founded is of paramount importance ; and 
to the consideration of these the main portion of the 
present work will be devoted. It is the more so when the 
isolated position of Great Britain — her vast colonial re- 
sources — the immense amount of her shipping — and her 
gigantic commercial undertakings are considered. The 
people of other countries^ as well as our own^ expect that 
our Government, adopting the sound principles of com- 
mercial legislation, will give to this nation a well-digested 
code of Maritime Laws* Such a boon will tend alike to 
elevate the moral and social condition of the people, and 
extend their commercial relations. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Mercantile Marine. 

Mercantile Marine Act of 1850. — Masters and Officers to undergo 
an Examination of their Competency. — Nautical Schools suggested. 
— Principles of the Act approved: its Machinery objected to. — 
Impotent as regards the Prevention of Desertion. — Extent and 
Evils thereof stated. — Remedies proposed. — East Indian Mercan- 
tile Marine Act. — Advance Notes : Reasons why they should be 
abolished. 

The social tind moral condition of the British seamen 
employed in our merchant navy, is a subject which can 
hardly fail to prove interesting. It is, indeed, so far as the 
maintenance of our position on the seas is concerned, one 
of paramount importance. 

Legislative measures, however equitable or however 
stringent, cannot elevate a people or make a nation happier, 
wiser, or better. This must, to a great extent, rest with 
the people themselves. But well-digested laws are essential 
in all countries ; for though without order laws have proved 
of no avail, still, without law, order can hardly exist. 

Some of our readers will, perhaps, be surprised to learn 
that imtil the first day of January, 1851, this great mari- 
time nation, with its immense seafaring population, had 
not one clause in its multifarious laws and enactments to 
regulate the conduct of those placed in command of mer- 
chant ships, or to ascertain their fitness for their situations. 
And though power commanded respect, the conduct of our 
merchant seamen too often provoked contempt. Our ships 
were pompously styled the harbingers of peace, Christianity, 
and civilisation ; but history records that they too often 
carried with them the vices of civilisation into distant 
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countries^ and more particularly to the islands of the 
Southern Sea. 

Most other maritime nations have had a code of laws to 
regulate the conduct of those who navigated their merchant 
vessels. £ngland was, however, one great exception. Life 
and property, to a very large amount, was placed under the 
charge of men who were in command of our merchant ships, 
without any test of their conduct, integrity, or ability. It 
is true that shipowners, as a general rule, required proof 
of a master's good character and capabilities before the 
property was entrusted to his charge ; but there were 
many exceptions, and from these the evil sprang. Avari- 
cious men too often bought labour in the cheapest, and 
therefore seldom in the best, market ; others, with sons or 
brothers to provide for, looked more to that provision than 
to their capabilities; and many who held ships merely as an 
investment, were incapable of judging of the proper qualifi^ 
cations of a commander or an officer. From all these, and 
similar causes, much mischief arose. A seaman could not 
respect a master who, by his conduct, appeared to have 
little respect for himself, or was ignorant. Thus disobedi- 
ence of orders and neglect of duty were daily brought under 
the cognisance of our courts of civil law ; agreements be- 
tween master and men were as often disputed ; and having 
been improperly drawn or executed, the decision was fre- 
quently in favour of the latter. The seamen themselves 
were but the creatures of circumstances — the mere tools in 
the hands of a class of men known as ^* crimps^ who pro- 
cured them employment, who discounted their advance notes 
at most usurious rates, and too often plundered them of 
all they possessed at the termination of the voyage. Such 
was the state of matters in this great maritime country up 
to the 31st of December of the year 1850. 

Ten years hence many will wonder how such a state of 
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things could have existed : yet there are at this day thou<- 
sands who exclaim against what they are pleased to call 
** Government interference ; " and it was not without con- 
siderable opposition that any portion of the Mercantile 
Marine Act* of last session was introduced and passed. 

This act, though still far from perfect, is prospective 
and not retrospective. It requires that all who, after the 
1st of January, 1861, are promoted to the situation of 
commander or officer, shall show themselves duly qualified, 
by producing certificates of competency, servitude, and 
general good conduct, and of having undergone an ex- 
amination before a competent board. 

One addition, however, is wanting to make that part of 
the Mercantile Marine Act complete, and we are more 
convinced of the necessity of adopting what we have now to 
suggest since the law came into full operation. It is a 
proof of the inefficiency or carelessness of the masters and 
officers who submit to examination, that a very large number 
are at first turned back as unqualified ; and that too many 
of them have to appear a second, a third, and even a 
fourth time, before they can answer the questions on 
seamanship, or solve the problems in navigation put to 
them by the examiners. This may arise from the diffi- 
dence which many men feel when brought before a board, 
and which tends to confuse and stupify men of nervous 
temperament. But in too many instances it arises from 
ignorance, from carelessness, and, more particularly, from 
not having been educated on sound and proper principles. 

It would, therefore, seem that Government, when it 
enforces, as it now does, with great propriety, an examina- 
tion, should see that the means of proper instruction are 
provided, by establishing public naval schools at all ports 

* See Mercantile Marine Act, Appendix. 
H 
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where Local Marine Boards are fixed^ under the inspection 
of these boards and their officers. These schools could easily 
be made to maintain themselves, and would thus prove a 
means of educating, not only youths who intended to follow 
a seafaring life, but also all seamen who, feeling that their 
education had been neglected, would then have an oppor- 
tunity of improving themselves, and becoming qualified for 
officers or commanders. It is true that there are private 
schools which they can now attend ; but most of them are 
either too expensive, or unknown, or conducted by men 
who themselves are deficient in the knowledge which they 
profess to teach. There are, again, professed ''nautical 
seminaries," sidd to be opened expressly for the purpose of 
preparing men for undergoing the requisite examination 
before the Marine Board; but these places, to use the 
words of Mr. Bell, the examiner in navigation to the 
London Board, are too often mere '' cramming shops^^ 
where a man is taught scarcely enough to scrape through 
an examination. 

Since the Government have taken the initiative in the 
Mercantile Marine Act, we consider it their duty to 
establish naval schools such as we have named, or at least 
to support and encourage their establishment. They are to 
be found in most foreign countries under Government 
support, and this, perhaps, is the reason why the masters, 
officers, and seamen of foreign vessels are in many cases 
superior to our own. 

The Mercantile Marine Act further requires that all 
agreements between masters and men be upon one precise 
and established form, and executed at the shipping office 
in the presence of the shipping master, by whom it is to be 
read and explained ; and without the intervention of those 
crimps, who, under the garb of friends, prove too often 
the seaman's greatest enemies. The act further speci- 



TH£ MERCANTILE MARINE. 99 

lies and defines the relative duties of owners, ofBcers, 
and men, and subjects all to fixed fines and penalties 
for the non-performance of their relative duties. It 
wisely vests the power where it ought to be — in the 
hands of the commander, while it at the same time pro^ 
vides against the abuse of that power. It affords proteo* 
tion to all who perform in a proper manner the duties 
they have severally undertaken, and punishes those who 
wilfully neglect their duty. The spirit of that portion of 
the act is admirable, and experience proves that the lead- 
ing and fundamental principles of it are essential; but 
the machinery requires revision, and many of the minor 
clauses are paltry and annoying. When cleared of these, 
and carefully revised, no legislative measure will tend 
more to secure employment for those who prove deserving, 
to induce sobriety and general good conduct, and to ele- 
vate the moral character of all connected with our mercan- 
tile marine. 

In one essential point, however, it has signally failed. 
Of this Mr. Labouchere was sufficiently warned by various 
deputations of practical men who waited upon him from 
this city, Liverpool, and Glasgow. Mr, Allan Gilmour 
was, we remember, particularly dear upon this point, and 
the President of the Board of Trade seemed to feel the 
full force of his shrewd and practical remarks, but feared 
to make the clauses for the prevention of desertion 
more simple and the punishment more severe, for the 
extraordinary reason that the members of the opposition 
would raise a philanthropical clamour in the House and 
kingdom against him. 

Desertion is, therefore, still as serious an evil and as 
little punished as ever it was. It is injurious to all con- 
nected with our maritime interests. By the pecuniary 
loss which the shipowner sustains the seaman who deserts 
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rarely reaps any benefit. The repudiation of the contract 
with his first employer, while it always demoralises and 
often ruins the offender, seldom enriches him. The en- 
hanced wages which he receives from the owners of the 
vessel in which he clandestinely engages are generally 
paid in advance and squandered before he commences 
duty on board, and the crimps who discount their advance 
notes at usurious rates are in most instances the only 
gainers by this dishonourable transfer. 

Formerly the evil was confined almost exclusively to 
the timber ports in our North American colonies, and for 
many years at Quebec a lucrative trade has been carried 
on by a numerous class of men styling themselves ^^ ship- 
ping agents" and lodging-house masters. This, however, 
it would appear, is merely their ostensible employment 
That from which all their profits flowed was the advance 
of wages to outward-bound seamen. In the "lower town" 
of Quebec the staple trade is deseii;ion; and on good 
authority we learn, that, during several seasons past, it 
has, at that port, yielded the nefarious traffickers in it 
an average sum of 50,000/. sterling a-year. The num- 
ber of vessels launched there, requiring crews to navi- 
gate them to this country, tends materially to enhance 
the demand for seamen. Labour is, besides, during the 
shipping season, of greater value in Quebec than in this 
country; and these two causes combined offer induce- 
ments often too tempting for seamen to resist. It is 
certainly not in the power of legislation to remedy the 
latter. But it has been proposed to remedy the former 
by compelling the owners of vessels built in the colonies 
to import, from quarters where labour is more abun- 
dant, men to navigate them. This, however, would be 
an arbitrary law, and one which, we fear, could easily 
be evaded, if attempts were made to force it upon them. 
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It has further been proposed ibat^ instead of engaging 
seamen for the voyage, they sho«id,be engaged merely for 
the passage outwards. But we s^4 ^i a loss to compre^ 
hend how any good results could foltcNr/irom that mode 
of engagement, supposing all shipowners«w^e to adopt it, 
which they would not, for various reasontij' niimecessary 
here to mention. Lower wages might be ^afd ior the 
passage out, as seamen would more readily engage' :to a 
port where their labour was usually in great debiiSaif 
but the shipowner would suffer in a proportionate ratio 
in the enhanced wages he would be obliged to pay on the 
return voyage, and the seamen themselves would not 
generally be benefited, as much of their earnings would 
be expended in their expenses on shore. 

It may be easier to point out the evil than provide an 
efficient remedy. That, however, is far from being im- 
practicable. The same law which now very properly 
affords protection to the seamen, in giving them secu- 
rity to the extent of the value of the ship in which they 
are engaged to serve for the payment of their wages, may 
surely be made to give to the owner like security, or an 
equivalent, for the due and proper performance of those 
services on which the seamen have voluntarily entered* 
That legislation must be very imperfect which does not 
afford like protection and like security to both parties to 
an agreement ; and such is the case with the clauses bear- 
ing upon wages, agreements, and desertion in our Mer- 
cantile Marine Acts. The seaman's remedy against his 
employer is at present simple and easy, and the security 
perfect. It is as it ought to be. But unfortunately the 
owner's remedy against the seaman is circuitous, cumbrous, 
and difficult, and, particularly in Scotland, very expensive, 
in proof of which we would refer our readers to various 
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oases cited in the Appei^&;*> which are of the ordinarf 
nature. The owner hi^^*4)eBides> no security. Of course 
it is not to be e}L^\^* that a man in the portion of 
a common seam&io^'oBin give any other security than thai 
of his own.{>i]*sta5 and for this reason the law ought to 
afford to .*lbbVe^ipowner some equivalent, such as a more 
simple l^id^i^ady mode of conviction, and a punishment in 
its^lC't^it^ost sufficiently severe to deter him from com« 
ijpkfeilg the crime of desertion. We would much sooner 
\*3nrevent than punish; and, with this object in view, we 
•/••••/•would propose that the whole system of registering sea^* 
••, * men be in the first place carefully revised. The object of 
the Legislature in introducing this system was praise-^ 
worthy, but the object has been, we might say totally^ 
defeated by the imperfect machinery which has been em- 
ployed to carry it into operation. 

On this account it has proved a failure, and in most 
cases, instead of producing any good, has offered encourage- 
ment and served as a cloak to desertion. The law re- 
quired that all men serving on board of our merchant 
ships must be provided with a register ticket, and, as 
might naturally be supposed, the law granted great faci- 
lities for procuring these tickets ; but, unfortunately, by 
granting too great facilities the very object which the 
Legislature had in view was defeated. Seamen change 
their names, and, under false names, and by making a 
false statement, can procure a register-ticket at any Cus- 
tom House in the outports, or at the office of the Regis- 
trar-General of Seamen in London. 

To remedy this evil Mr. Gilmour proposes that the 
clauses of the act 7 & 8 Yict. chap. 112., respecting 
register-tickets, should be materially altered. His pro- 

* See Appendix. 
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posed alteration we insert in the Appendix/ It is worthy 
of oareful consideration, emanating, as it does, from a 
thoroughly sound and practical shipowner. Some such 
alterations as he proposes are essentiallj requisite. We 
are not of those who desire stringent laws, much less laws 
which are crooked, annoying, and vexatious, for such may 
drive our seamen to seek employment in the merchant 
service of other countries ; but we must have a law which, 
while it protects the good, will punish the bad, and thus 
make desertion a crime of which our seamen would be- 
come ashamed. We would almost recommend that an 
endorsement of desertion should be made on the register- 
ticket when re-issued to the seaman who had been con*> 
victed of that crime. 

The legislatures of our colonies should be requested 
to enact, as has recently been done in this country, that 
all lodging-house keepers and shipping agents be licensed, 
and that those who harbour deserters shall be liable to 
punishment. Such is now the law here, and there seems 
to be no good reason why our colonial legislatures should 
not enact laws to the same effect. When therefore it was 
found that from the improvement of the laws desertion 
had become rare, the occupation of the crimps would be 
almost gone, and the shipbuilders in the colonies would be 
compelled to devise legitimate means for obtaining the 
requisite crews, instead of depending on deserters from the 
various ships in harbour. 

Wherever labour is high, the seaman finds advisers, — 
and those of very different grades, — who, having their 
own interests in view, prompt him to treat his articles of 
agreement as mere waste paper. The evil is not confined 
to Quebec. The ports on the western shores of South 
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America have recently become notorious; and the gold 
diggings of California have offered temptations, which even 
the most stringent laws can hardly counteract. It is the 
same now in Australia. Many ships, now at Sydney, 
cannot find crews to navigate them to this country, all the 
men having deserted. Desertion has, also, spread to 
India, and, by recent accounts from Calcutta, wages had 
there advanced from 2/. 5s. to 10/. per month. 

It, however, appears, that the British East India 
shipping trade has at last begun to stir itself in this 
matter. Meetings have recently been held at Calcutta, 
where masters of English ships, and others interested in 
mercantile matters, have arrived at various important con- 
clusions respecting the many abuses and vexations to 
which they are subjected in India. They, also, have found 
that desertion is the bane of the shipping trade, and that 
every commander of a British ship must lend his aid to 
subdue the eviL Seamen will have recourse to any sub- 
terfuge to get rid of the engagement they entered into at 
their departure from Europe ; and though running away is 
the most ready means, there are others, and those quite as 
effectual, whereby the seamen manage to get clear of their 
engagements. Complaining of an officer, or of all the 
officers, seems to be a favourite mode of getting dis^ 
charged. Assaulting an officer is another and bolder way, 
for which they are sure to get one month's comfortable 
rest in jail, and their release from all engagement with the 
ship that has brought them to India. There also the 
crimp instils into the seaman, that, if all other plans fail, he 
must refuse to work ; when the master will be glad to get 
him on shore since he is useless on board. 

Shortly after Mr. Labouchere had given notice of his 
intention to introduce the Mercantile Marine Act now in 
force, the President of the Council in India, with the 
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assent of the Govemor^General, introduced an act some- 
what similar. We are pleased to find that at Calcutta^ in 
most cases of desertion^ the provisions of that act have been 
enforced to the fullest extent. To these provisions, how^ 
ever, we have even a greater objection than we have to 
those of our own act, for by it we find that the extreme 
punishment which can be inflicted for desertion is, ** that 
the magistrate or justice may commit such seaman to 
prison, or to the house of correction, with or without hard 
labour, for a term not exceeding thirty days;^ — a punish- 
ment miserably inefficient, considering the serious con- 
sequences of the crime. All the formalities of " warrant," 
** proof," and " conviction," are also required. The sea- 
man, therefore, makes his calculation, and with the cer- 
tainty of wages at 87. per month should he escape, and 
the extreme penalty thirty days, with comfortable quarters, 
should he be arrested and convicted, he has little hesitation 
in deserting when opportunity occurs. The temptation is 
much too strong — the punishment uncertain and inefficient, 
and therefore seamen continue to desert at every port 
where wages are higher than those for which they signed 
articles of agreement. 

As the demand for English seamen at Calcutta, and 
other ports in India, was often materially increased by 
the decided objection which many of the Indian insur- 
ance offices made to risks in vessels manned by Lascars, 
— who it was suspected having been paid three months in 
advance, had often destroyed vessels on the eve of de- 
parture — a stringent and excellent clause was introduced 
into that act, providing " that if any vessel, on board of 
which there shall be any seaman who has received an ad- 
vance under this act, shall, before going on the voyage 
for which such advance shall have been paid, have been 
destroyed or injured hjjirey or other cause, so as to pre- 
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vent her going on her then intended yojage, the mastery 
owner, or agent may demand from the seaman the amount 
of the advance paid to him, or a term of servioe in any 
other ship equivalent to that advance, and that, failing 
either, he ihall be imprisoned^ with hard labour^ for any 
term not exceeding six months." 

This enactment has tended very materially to check 
incendiarism in native ships, and consequently, for the 
reasons named, created less demand for English seamen. 

We may here, however, remark, that if refusal to 
^'work out the time'* for which the advance was made, or 
refund the amount, were made punishable with imprison^ 
ment, and ^' hard labour for six months,^ desertion, which 
is a crime of a graver nature, should at least be met with 
a like extent of punishment. 

We insert the following clauses from the Indian Act 
now before us, which our Colonial Governments might 
advantageously adopt 

After providing that certain lodging-house keepers, and 
all brokers for the engaging of seamen, shall be licensed, it 
enacts, — '' That any licensed broker who shall engage 
any seaman at any punch-house or tavern, not being a 
licensed lodging-house for seamen, as aforesaid, or who 
shall be directly or indirectly interested in any punch- 
house or tavern, not being a licensed lodging-house for 
seamen, as aforesaid, shall forfeit his license.'' 

And further, — ** That every person who shall persuade, 
or endeavour to persuade or hinder any seaman from com- 
plying with any of the providons of this act, or who shall 
counsel such seaman to desert^ or who shall conceal or aid in 
concealing or maintaining any seaman who has deserted, 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five hundred 
rupees.^ 

On the west coast of South America the ostensible 
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erimp may not find the trade bo lucratiye^ but crimpage ia 
as well understood there as in any other part of the 
world* It merely assumes a more respectable garb ; but 
it is more injurious in its effects, though perhaps not 
so demoralising to the seamen themselves* Who can gain- 
say the fact that on the west coast of South America there 
is more desertion than in any other part of the world ? It 
is, indeed, not uncommon now to find British ships arriving 
in this country from Callao with nearly the same seamen 
on board as they had when they left, but re-shipped on 
different articles. The men rebel, — concoct some com-' 
plaint against their commanders or officers, — appear before 
the British Consul, and get their discharge. The master, 
driven to desperation, and anxious to sail, applies for men of 
any kind, perhaps finds none so suitable in the market as 
those whom the British Consul had legally discharged, and 
re-engages them at greatly enhanced wages. The seamen 
are of course more obedient men at 8?. than they were 
at 21. 5s^ per month, especially when in a port where 
wages were at the former rate. The secret ground of their 
complaint has been removed, and the British Consul, who 
was the umpire and judge, perhaps blinded by the fees 
which he receives for their discharge and re-engagement, 
naturally does not inquire over scrupulously into the real 
cause of their complaints, and we fear too often condemns, 
without sound reasons, the master, on the ground of 
tyranny, or abuse of the original articles of agreement. 
Desertion is now, in truth, so great an evil, and so 
detrimental to the best interests of our maritime com- 
merce in every part of the world, that the most prompt 
measures should be adopted to suppress it. It is in the 
power of the Legislature to do so ; and while that is left 
undone all other laws for the maintenance of discipline 
on board are next to worthless ; and, while the evil tends 
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to overthrow all other enactments made for that purpose, 
it demoralises, in every sense of the word, the seamen 
themselves. Unfortunately it is a crime which is rarely 
committed alone, but is the first step towards others of 
a much worse nature. Even the seamen almost in- 
variably repent of it when too late. They feel that they 
have broken faith, lost that self-respect which is essential 
to the maintenance of order, drown their feelings in in- 
toxication, and thus become demoralised and worthless. 
The country loses in various ways. The standard of a 
class of men, alike valuable during periods of peace and 
war, is materially lowered, and we are called upon to 
maintain, from our parish resources, their pauperised wives 
and children. 

Desertion, as we have stated, was a subject which 
received the serious consideration of Her Majesty's minis- 
ter^ when framing the Mercantile Marine Act, and various 
clauses were introduced having reference to it. The one 
which comes most to the point is the 71st clause, which 
enacts*, *^ that whenever a seaman or apprentice neglects 
or refuses to join, or absents himself without leave, or 
deserts from any ship in which he is engaged to serve, the 
master or mate, or the owner, ship's husband, or cousignee, 
may, for the purpose of carrying him before a justice, 
apprehend or require any police officer or constable to 
apprehend him without first procuring a warrant." This 
is good so far as it goes, but it is far from being complete ; 
and though the object of the 72nd clause is equally so, 
the difficulty of carrying the punishment into execution 
is often excessive. This clause empowers a master with- 
out a warrant to seize a deserter and carry him either 
before a magistrate or on board of his ship ; but when & 

♦ See Appendix. 
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seaman deserts he generally places himself out of the reach 
of seizure till the vessel from which he deserted has left 
the port. In his retreat his mind is comparatively at ease, 
knowing full well that the extent of his punishment cannot 
exceed three months in what to him are comfortable quar- 
ters, and that very likely, judging by precedent, it may 
not exceed one month. 

It is further enacted by the act 7 & 8 Vict. c. 112, 
s. 9., that besides imprisonment, the deserter is also liable 
to forfeit to the master or owners all clothes or effects 
he may have left on board, and all wages or emoluments 
he may have earned ; and that if such desertion takes place 
abroad, he forfeits all wages and emoluments earned in 
any other ship in which he may engage to return to the 
United Kingdom, and becomes liable to satisfy any excess 
of wages paid by the master or owner of the ship from 
which he deserts to any substitute engaged in his place. 
Such is the full extent of the punishment We would, 
however, have less to say against its insufficient severity, 
were the means for convicting offenders not so complex. 
While they remain so, the seaman will continue to desert 
when it suits his purpose, as he has heretofore done. No 
more convincing proof could be given of the imperfect 
state of that portion of our laws bearing upon desertion, 
than the fact that one firm only, engaged in the North 
American timber trade, that of Messrs. Pollock, Gilmour, 
and Co. of Glasgow, have had upwards of 400 seamen 
deserters abroad from their ships, during the past year, 
and that the loss entailed on that firm by desertion has 
exceeded 3000Z., simply in the difference of wages which 
they were compelled to pay to seamen to supply the 
places of the deserters. This is, to say the least of it, a 
monstrous state of things. A member of that firm, whose 
name we have already mentioned, has taken a great inte- 
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rest in the working of the Mercantile Marine Act, and 
has used all his energies to put a stop to this serious evil. 
He has neither spared time nor money to bring the whole 
machinery of the law, as it stands, to work upon those 
who have openly violated the terms of their agreement, 
and what has been the result? ^^ After all my labour," he 
writes, " we have only succeeded in arresting dev^i sea- 
men out of 400 who deserted, and that after some ex* 
pease and much trouble. A very large portion," he fur- 
ther adds, ^^ of our seamen are now sailing under fictitious 
names ; and as they take very good care not to return to 
the port at which they were engaged, and as they can get 
register-tickets so easily again when they want to go to 
sea, it is next to impossible to find them." 

When we consider the crude and imperfect clauses of 
the act, we are not surprised at the difficulty which our 
friend has encountered, or the very few deserters, after all 
his exertions, he has been able to bring under its super- 
vision. 

We have stated that Ministers seemed to feel, when 
framing the Mercantile Marine Act, that they ought 
to have introduced more simple, prompt, and stringent 
measures ; but, fearing the opposition of the professed phi- 
lanthropists of the House, they contented themselves with 
the clauses which were adopted. These are, however, from 
the machinery with which they are clogged, of little value, 
and in many cases actually worse than worthless. 

It may be true, as has been remarked in an able article 
on desertion which recently appeared in the *^ Shipping 
and Mercantile Gazette," — that the law now gives the 
shipowner the power, and that it is bis own fault if he 
does not exercise it. We admit that it is the shipowner's 
duty to bring the offender to justice ; but the difficulty, 
the labour, inconvenience, and expense in most cases over- 
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rule duty. What we advocate may not be in accordance 
with the views of professed philanthropists ; but it is 
common sense ; and they would do well to consider that 
the best and surest way to suppress crime is to make the 
proof simple and void of all superfluous legal technicalites 
and quibblesi and the punishment severe^ more especially 
when the crime itself is injurious to the seaman^ a heavy 
loss to the shipowner^ seriously detrimental to the best 
interests of our commercial marine, and, considering our 
isolated position, dangerous to the State, and ruinous to 
all attempts at discipline and good government on board 
ship. 

When these views are acted upon, as we would faia /. 
they may be, we would further propose, that all shipping- 
agents abroad be licensed, and that a severe penalty 
be inflicted on those harbouring deserters. That, on being 
charged with desertion, .the non- production of his register- 
ticket, and insufficient proof that he was properly dis- 
charged from his last ship, be held sufficient to convict him. 
That the loss of the ticket should be considered an offence, 
and punished with a fine not exceeding 20«. ; and that in 
cases where a seaman returns to the place where he was 
shipped, or to this country, previously to the arrival of 
the vessel in which he had engaged, and is not able to 
produce a certificate of his discharge, or clearly account for 
his return, the production of the duplicate of the articles 
left at the shipping office where he had engaged, and signed 
by the shipping-master, should also be held sufficient proof 
of desertion. These rules are essential for the benefit of 
the seamen themselves ; and more especially in justice to 
those who remain by the ship, and abide by the agreements 
upon which they have entered. But they are likewise 
necessary for the proper maintenance of discipline on 
board ship. There is another portion of our Mercantile 
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Marine Act^ which requires careful reyisloii — that bearing 
upon advance notes which are made payable after the 
departure of the ship. These notes are sold or piud away 
by the seamen who receive them^ generally to parties who 
supply them with an outfit, or to those with whom they 
lodged while on shore, and are recoverable by a simple 
action against the owner or agent of the ship, unless proof 
be produced, that the seamen deserted from the ship pre- 
vious to the date when payable. It, however, often 
happens, that vessels anchor in the Downs, and remain 
there wind-bound for several days. The seamen, who 
have received two months' pay in advance, frequently, for 
some frivolous cause, refuse to proceed on the voyage. 
The master goes ashore at Deal, and, with the advice and 
aid of his agents, makes every efibrt to induce the crew to 
return to their duty, but without success. Their object 
is, to compel the master to land them, and he has no 
resource but to yield. The men are brought ashore, are 
taken before the magistrates, and, on conviction, sentenced 
to imprisonment. In the meantime, substitutes are sent 
for from London, who join at a higher rate of wages, and 
the captain at length gets away, after several days' de- 
tention, with the expense of boatmen engaged to work the 
ship in the Downs, that of prosecuting the refractory sea- 
men at Deal, and the expenses as well as risk attendant 
upon the second crew engaged in London. 

Though the owner is thus seriously injured, the law, as 
at present, grants a very simple remedy to the holders of 
the notes of those seamen, who can at once recover the 
amount from the party upon whom they are drawn. Thus 
the owner is compelled to pay two months' advance wages 
to seamen who, a few days after the ship had left London, 
or a northern port, were imprisoned for the refusal of their 
duty. Such cases are not unfrequent. Here, again, the 
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law wanted to do too muoh^ and defeated one of the 
objects in view. 

The question of advance notes, we are aware, is one 
which received much consideration at the time the Mer- 
cantile Marine Act was brought forward. These notes 
will always, however, lead to many abuses ; and as they 
can be of no benefit to the shipowner, and are a positive 
injury to the seamen, though ostensibly issued for their 
advantage, it jvould prove a source of much good, if they^ 
were entirely abolished. 
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CHAP. V. 
Salvage. 

Sfdvage by Recapture. — Ordinaiy Salvage. — The Right of Her 

Majestj^s Ships-of-War to claim Salvage considered, and a more 
equitable Mode of adjusting such Claims proposed. 

It would appear that the maritime laws of all countries 
have special enactments or proyisious haying reference to 
salvage, which is not, as has been commonly understood, a 
definite or fixed proportion of the yalue of the property 
sayed from shipwreck ; nor is it always a mere compen- 
sation for the amount of labour performed. " The ingre- 
dients of a salyage," according to Sir John Nicholl, " are, 
first, enterprise in the salvors in going out in tempestuous 
weather to assist a vessel ; risking their own lives to save 
their fellow-creatures, and to rescue the property of their 
fellow-subjects. Secondly, the degree of danger and 
distress from which the property is rescued, whether it 
was in imminent peril, and almost certainly lost, if not at 
the time rescued and preserved. Thirdly, the degree of 
labour and skill which the salvors incur and display, and 
the time occupied. Lastly, the value. When all these 
circumstances concur, a large and liberal reward," continues 
that learned judge, ** ought to be given ; but where none> 
the compensation can hardly be denominated a salvage 
compensation ; it is little more than a mere remuneration 
in proportion to the amount of labour." Guided by this 
just principle, we therefore find on reference to the various 
decisions on salvage claims, that the courts of law have 
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awarded, in some instances, as large a proportion as half 
the property saved as salvage, and, in others, not more 
than a tenth. And it appears that in numerous cases the 
plea for salvage has been entirely set aside; and that, 
where the value of the property alleged to have been in 
peril amounted to sums varying from 5000?. to 20,000/., 
not more than from 507. to 250Z. has been allowed for 
" certain labour performed." 

In cases of recapture, however, during periods of war, 
the meaning of the word salvage is clearly defined, and 
the amount thereof fixed by Act of Parliament. Statute 
43 Geo. 3., which is still in force, enacted, that "if 
any ship or vessel taken as prize, or any goods therein, 
shall appear, in the Court of Admiralty, to have belonged 
to any of his Majesty's subjects, which were before taken 
by any of his Majesty's enemies, and at any time after- 
wards retaken by any of his Majesty's ships, or any 
privateer, or other ship or vessel under his Majesty's 
protection, such ships, vessels, and goods shall, in all cases 
(save as hereafter excepted), be adjudged to be restored, 
and shall be accordingly restored, to such former owner or 
owners, he or they paying for salvage, if retaken by any 
of his Majesty's skips, one eighth part of the true value 
thereof, to the flag ofiScers, captains, &c., to be divided as 
the same act directs ; and if retaken by any privateer, or 
other ship or vessel, one sixth part of the true value of 
such ships and goods, to be paid to the owners, oflScers, 
and seamen of such privateer or other vessel, without any 
deduction ; and if retaken by the joint operation of one or 
more of his Majesty's ships, and one or more private ships 
of war, the Judge of the Court of Admiralty, or other 
court having cognisance thereof, shall order such salvage^ 
and in such proportions, to be paid to the captors by the 
owners, as he shall, under the circumstances of the case-, 
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deem fit and reasonable ; but if such recaptured ship or 
vessel shall appear to have been set forth by the enemy as 
a ship or vessel of war, the said ship or vessel shall not be 
restored to the former owners, but shall in all cases, 
whether retaken by any of his Majesty's ships or any 
privateer, be adjudged lawful prize for the benefit of the 
captors." 

By this enactment it appears that the proportion of 
salvage to her Majesty's ships of war is to be one eighth, 
and to private ships one sixth, thus showing, and that for 
reasons which will hereafter appear, that a difference is 
admitted between the amount of award to those who are 
supported by the State, and whose duty it is to protect 
the interests of all who contributed towards their support, 
and the amount awarded to ships owned and maintained 
by private individuals. 

Looking at the justice of the claim — a claim legally 
recoverable, and generally most rigidly enforced, in the 
most favourable light in which it can be viewed, we are 
at a loss to conceive why the proportions provided for 
in cases of recapture have not been applied in cases of 
ordinary claims for salvage made by the officers of her 
Majesty's ships of war. The decisions are, however, in 
the majority of cases quite the reverse. It would almost 
appear that the persuasive eloquence of the Royal sailor 
has more influence with the Supreme Judge of the Courts 
of Admiralty unassisted by a jury than the unvarnished 
tale of the merchantman. The awards in some such 
cases have been quite enormous. In that of the claim 
for salvage of her Majesty's ship Thetis, for services ren- 
dered, in raising private treasure and government stores 
lost on board a King's ship, and valued at 157,000/., we 
find that the Court awarded to officers and men of the 
royal navy the sum of 54,000/., besides a compensation to 
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the Admiralty for the pay, yictualling, wear and tear of 
her Majesty's ship while employed on that service. The 
service and the award leads us thus early in our review of 
the subject to inquire for what purpose her Majesty's 
ship Thetis was commissioned? We shall then be more 
able to grapple with the main question of — What right 
the officers and crews of Her Majesty's ships of war 
have to claim salvage ? Many well-informed parties con- 
sider that they are not entitled to claim either salvage^ 
or any reward, for such services under any circum- 
stances whatsoever. Allowing, however, that under cer- 
tain circumstances they may be entitled to some remu- 
neration, we will inquire first what are the circumstances 
under which they are entitled to remuneration ; and, 
secondly, as to the amount of such remuneration com* 
pared with what private individuals, under similar cir- 
cumstances, might fairly claim. The case of the Thetis 
seems to have an important bearing upon both of these 
questions. We have always understood that the principal 
use of her Majesty's ships was, to protect British subjects 
wherever they might reside, their property, whether afloat 
or on shore, and take care that other nations did not un- 
justly interfere with our trading privileges, or tamper with 
the laws for the government of commerce. Let us sup- 
pose^ for instance, that a Russian fleet bore down upon 
Malta, and, by means of its superior force, drove our men 
of war to sea — took possession of the merchant vessels 
in the harbour — sacked the town, and plundered the 
inhabitants of all that was worthy of seizure. Let us 
suppose further, that the British fleet, driven to sea, 
found other British ships of war at Gibraltar, returned 
with double force, and, in their turn, drove the foreign 
fleet from the harbour, and recaptured the vessels, — 
they would by statute 43 Geo. 3. become entitled " to 
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an eighth part of the true value thereof ^^ — one eighth 
of all the ships in the harbour, and all the cargoes on 
board ; and, upon the same principle, we must presume, 
one eighth of all the treasure and jewels and valuable mer- 
chandise which had fallen into the hands of the Russians, 
and been recaptured bj Her Britannic Majesty's ships of 
war. 

. This is an extraordinary law. Here we have ships paid 
by the State, that is, by British subjects, to look after and 
protect their property; and yet should it perchance be 
stolen, these ships are entitled by Act of Parliament to 
one-eighth part thereof for doing their duty, and restoring 
the stolen goods to the proper owner. Upon exactly the 
same principle, our Legislature might as well enact, that 
when a thief picks our pocket ofSOZ. and a policeman seizes 
him, and restores to us the lost money, as it is his duty to 
do, we should pay him 10/. out of the 807. restored, besides 
contributing, as citizens, our share of the taxes collected 
for the maintenance of the police force. 

The object for which this country supports our fleet 
is somewhat similar to that for which a police force is 
maintained. Both protect the rights and interests of British 
subjects. Both are paid by British subjects for so doing, 
and should restore, free of any extra charge or imposition^ 
that property which has been unlawfully taken from us. We 
cannot admit the principle of bribing a man to perform his 
duty. We hire him for a specific purpose ; that purpose 
may be to watch our property and protect our interests ; 
and if our property is stolen, to use his best endeavours to 
have it restored. These are the conditions of our agree- 
ment with him, and these, we maintain, are also the terms 
and conditions on which ships of war are commissioned, and 
officers and men employed to navigate them ; and to tell us 
that these officers and men are to receive extra fees, and 
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fees recoverable by all the power and stringency which an 
Act of Parliament can bestow upon them^ is at once unjust 
and absurd. 

Whenever any discussion takes place in the House of 
Commons respecting the cost of the navy maintained 
during times of peace, and stationed on every sea, it is 
always justified on the ground that it is needful for the 
protection of our commerce. Yet, when the aid or assist- 
ance of that navy is requisite, an extravagant payment is 
required by the officers, and in almost every case awarded 
by the Queen's Court of Admiralty. We have first to 
pay heavily for ships of war to protect our trade, and then 
the law provides that they are entitled to claim a large 
portion of that which they failed to protect, should it, 
perchance, through their instrumentality, be restored. The 
right, therefore, of officers of men-of-war to claim salvage 
of an eighth, or even one fraction of the property of 
British subjects restored to them through recapture, will 
not stand investigation, and ought to be swept from our 
statute book* 

Having thus disposed of salvage by recapture, we come 
now to the question — What right have the officers and 
crews of her Majesty's ships of war to claim salvage ? We 
here mean salvage in the usual or more ordinary sense of 
the word -^ that is, salvage for assisting merchant vessels 
in distress. This is really, however, as much a part of the 
duty of men-of-war as the recapture of captured vessels. 
This portion of the subject has been so ably handled by the 
Editor of the ^ Daily News," in a leading article which 
appeared in that paper during the course of last summer^ 
that instead of pirating his ideas, we cannot do better than 
give the article in his own words : — *' On so precarious an 
element as the sea, where danger is so sudden and aid so 
scarce and valuable, the principle of salvage remuneration 
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even to Queen's ships may perhaps be admissible as a meand 
of security to commercial shipping, and as a stimulus to 
exertion in the royal service though the admission of such 
a principle is scarcely compatible with those refined and 
exalted claims of honour and duty which are occasionally 
advanced on its behalf. The objection is rather to the 
practice than to the principle. The merchant service, 
prepared to pay for the succour it receives in times of 
danger, objects to the excessive amount it is made to pay ; 
to the arbitrary powers exercised against it to enforce 
payment ; and to the fact that the danger in which it is 
placed when the claim for salvage accrues, is not unfre- 
quently produced, as we shall show a flagrant example of, 
by the temptation which a clause in Mr. Labouchere's 
recent act holds out for the desertion of their men in 
ports where they cannot be replaced. These, we submit, 
are objections so reasonable and weighty, as to require some 
more serious consideration from Lords of the Admiralty 
than what they appear to receive. 

*^ The salvage system is a grievance of modem growth. 
Formerly no such claims were made for services rendered 
to merchant ships ; it was considered part of the public 
and professional duty of ships of war to afford such aid 
without any charge. But now, if they throw a line or a 
hawser to a trader, it is made the groundwork of an exor- 
bitant claim for salvage; and, if resisted, the trader is 
thrown into the Court of Admiralty ; or, if abroad, into 
what is even worse, one of its vice-courts, presided over, 
in all probability, by a colonial secretary, surgeon, or 
attorney, by whom the most extravagant claims are allowed 
and awarded, seldom one penny of which goes into the 
national treasury, which pays for the maintenance of the 
Koyal Navy ; but is divided in amounts very dispropor- 
tionate amongst the officers and crews of the ship of war 
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lucky enough to have lent a helping hand^ without making 
allowance to the public for the wear and tear of the public 
vessels. 

** The system has of late years grown rapidly. It was 
only in 1 838 that the law was satisfactorily and lucidly 
expounded by the late Sir John NichoU, in the case of the 
Bapid, which, being on shore, in the Qulf of Smyrna, was 
assisted by her Majesty's ship Sapphire. During the efforts 
so made by the ship of war to get off the merchantman, 
the tide suddenly carried her into safety. Now, it is re- 
markable that then, only twelve years ago, Capt. Kowley, 
of the Sapphire, was imder the impression that it was his 
duty to render salvage service to British merchantmen 
without remuneration ; and it was not until after consider- 
able delay that he commenced legal proceedings. Sir John 
NichoU, however, dismissed the claim, observing that, 
* To entitle her Majesty's ships to salvage remuneration, 
for services to a private ship, the service must be im- 
portant, and even then the remuneration would be less 
than to a merchant ship ; and the same principle applies in 
war salvage ; and for many reasons — they lose no time 
and they run no risk of property — both are at the expense 
of the public' 

** This was, however, in 1838. Since then the law and 
practice of salvage remuneration have been greatly ex- 
panded and stretched ; as a few instances of recent occur- 
rence will show. On the 23d July, 1848, the brigantine 
Sappho was stranded on the English bank at the mouth 
of the Plate, on her voyage from Liverpool to Buenos 
Ayres. The master proceeded at once to Monte Video, 
and there obtained the assistance of her Majesty's steamer 
Lizard, the merchant brig Amo, and a couple of launches; 
for the service of the Amo he engaged to pay 10/. a day. 
By their conjoint aid the Sappho was lighteped, and was 
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then towed off bj the Lizard. That being acoomplished, 
she proceeded to Buenos Ayres, where she arrived on the 
10th of August On this service the Lizard was alto- 
gether engaged five days, yet for it her commander put in 
a claim for salvage of one^third of the value of the ship and 
cargo; and the consignees ultimately paid 15 per cent, of 
the value of both, amounting to 25002.9 in addition to 65L 
for the fuel used by the Lizard. 

*' Now our readers must mark how one exaction becomes 
a precedent for another. On the 26th of March following^ 
the William Peile grounded on the same bank. Again 
the master went to Monte Video for aid, and secured that 
of her Majesty's steam tender Harpy. Before, however, 
the Harpy reached the grounded vessel, the merchant 
schooner Pio Kono, and a launch sent down by the con«» 
signees, had greatly lightened the William Peile of cargo. 
On the arrival of the Harpy alongside, a stream cable was 
sent on board the William Peile, the Harpy put on her 
steam, and (the crew of the William Peile assisting) in 
three quarters of an hour she was got into deep water* 
Thence she was towed to Monte Video by the Harpy, 
where she arrived early on the 27th of March without 
damage to ship or cargo. For this service the commander 
of the Harpy claimed 3146/. ; and the ground on which 
he made that claim he thus stated in a letter dated the 
17th of April: — ** The Lizard obtained 15 per cent, sal- 
vage for services rendered to the Sappho ; and, fortified as 
we are by competent opinions, that we should not demand 
less without subjecting ourselves to censure from those 
immediately interested, as well as to avoid a precedent 
which may injure others at any future period," the modest 
gentleman also required 15 per cent. ; and he actually re« 
ceived the full sum he demanded, viz., 3146/. 

** The next case on our list is one where a Queen's ship 
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received a large sum for doing nothing, and where the 
cargo was an entire loss, very much in consequence of her 
doing nothing. The John Dalton, from London to Sydney, 
was wrecked off Kio de Janeiro. The crew of her Ma- 
jesty's ship Alfred came to her assistance, and were in a 
position to have rendered a great deal ; but the Brazilians 
claimed the right of interference, and British aid was with'' 
drawn. The result was the loss of every thing, and heavy 
Brazilian charges ; subsequently, however, a demand was 
made on behalf of the Alfred for 400/., which was corn-* 
promised by its commander accepting 1002. 

*^ We now come to even a more flagrant instance, that 
of the Anna Robertson, which has caused so much indig-* 
nation wherever the facts have become known. That 
vessel has only recently arrived in London from China and 
India. When at Hong Kong ten able-bodied seamen de- 
serted, under Mr. Labouchere's act, and were received on 
board her Majesty's steamer Medea; and soon afterwards 
three more, including the cook, quitted, and entered her 
Majesty's ship Koyalist. The Anna Kobertson thus lost 
the best half of her crew ; yet her master was compelled 
to pay them their wages and to give up their clothes. In 
consequence he was detained ten days at Hong Kong, 
supplying their places just at that critical time when the 
south-western monsoon was about to set in. He procured 
inferior substitutes, weak and debilitated men, and had to 
give them higher wages. These men he attempted to dis- 
charge at Madras, but was prevented by the authorities 
there. When off the Cape of Good Hope, he encountered 
a heavy gale. With such a crew he had great difficulty 
in managing the ship, which was in a sound state ; and no 
fewer than eleven became unfit for work by sickness. 
Near Algoa Bay, the Anna Kobertson was hailed by her 
Majesty's steamer Hermes, which offered to tow her in* 
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The offer was accepted, and in twenty hours the Anna 
Kobertson was got fairly into the Bay without the smallest 
diflSculty or Ikhe least danger. 

^^ For this service the master offered the Hermes 500/. ; 
the offer was refused by the Queen's officer ; he would, he 
replied, take nothing less than the law would give him* 
He arrested the ship, and proceeded in the Vice- Admiralty 
at the Cape for 3000/. The Court awarded him 1500/. 
The master had no credit for that sum, and, failing to 
raise it, part of the cargo had to be sold ; the vessel was 
detained for four months by the captain of the Hermes in 
the open roadstead of Algoa Bay : 500/, had to be drawn 
on the owners for her current expenses ; and the total loss 
to all concerned is estimated at 3000/. 

** Such is the salvage practice and system of which our 
merchant service complain ; and well they may when they 
contrast the treatment they receive at the hands of foreign 
ships of war with that they suffer from their own. For 
the Neptune steamer, being lately wrecked on its passage 
to St. Petersburg, was aided, protected, and succoured by 
the Danish naval authorities, and neither fee nor reward 
was asked or expected." 

We might mention numerous cases, sufficient to fill 
a quarto, where officers of Queen's ships have, in their ex- 
orbitant demands, most grossly abused the law of salvage. 
We will however confine ourselves to a few peculiar cases 
each different in their nature. The first is one most glaring 
instance related in his own plain language by an '^Old 
Sailor," which appeared under the head of" Correspondence" 
in the " Daily News." The facts of the case, as stated by 
him, we can vouch for, as they had been previously brought 
under our notice. 

" In the year 1834, the ship Caesar, 668 tons, got on 
shore on a coral reef, about three miles from the entrance 
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of Port Louis, Mauritius. Assistance was got from her 
Majesty's ship Talbot, then lying in the harbour, where 
she had been moored three years, and only 'went to sea 
once during the time. An agreement was made to pay 
the men four shillings per diem, and the officers in pro-> 
portion, to assist in saving the ship's stores and cargo. On 
the second day some of the men got drunk from landing 
the wine and spirits in the hold. The fid could not be got 
out of the main-topmast, and one of the men, quite drunk, 
run up, the ship striking at the time, lost his hold and fell 
upon deck, and died the next morning. Captain Dickenson 
then sent and took all his men out of the ship, stating for 
an excuse there was a risk of life — a drunken man having 
been killed. No hands could be had from the shore. 
Application was obliged to be made to Captun Dickenson: 
his reply was that a written agreement should be entered 
into, to allow a salvage for such of the ship's stores and 
cargo as was saved by them ; there being no alternative 
his terms were acceded to. The stores and cargo were 
nearly all saved,^there being fine weather during the time, 
and no risk of life ; the ship's company remaining on board 
until the hull of the ship was sold. Captain Dickenson 
was asked to send in his claim for salvage, which was 
3000/.; it being such an enormous sum for so little work 
done, it was refused. Captain Dickenson then put the ship's 
stores and cargo into the Vice- Admiralty Court, and was 
awarded 1100/. But the 3000/. might as well have been 
paid at once, the ship having to pay all costs, amounting 
to nearly the 3000/. The whole of the 1100/. was divided 
by the captun and crew — not one item went to govern-* 
ment — the captain receiving about one half." 

We shall now quote a case, difierent in its nature, and 
one in which we should have supposed it was the peculiar 
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duty of a British man-of-war to have rendered the desired 
assistance without any claim for reward. 

In December, 1840, the British ship Lancashire Witch 
sailed from Liverpool for Buenos Ayres, with a valuable 
cargo of manufactured goods, the property of English 
merchants. In the February following she arrived ofF the 
river Plate, and in her passage upwards unfortunately 
grounded on what is known by the name of the ^' English 
Bank " a few miles distant from Flores Light. The night 
was dark, but the weather moderate, so much so that after 
an unavailing attempt made by the crew to get the vessel 
off, the master dispatched his mate in the jolly-boat to 
apprise the consignees of the situation of his vessel, and to 
authorise them to send assistance. At no time, however, 
was she in any danger of being lost through the state of 
the weather, and the crew were in no peril by remaining 
on board. The necessary assistance required for lightening 
the ship, and afterwards heaving her into deep water, was 
{MTocured from the consignees, but while thus engaged they 
were assailed by a vast number of marauders from the 
shore, who attacked those employed on board, drove them 
from their duty, took forcible possession of the ship, and 
commenced breaking open the hatches and cases, and 
plundering the most valuable portions of the cargo. The 
master and his crew did not desert the ship, but protected 
to their utmost the property under their charge. Being 
at last overpowered by the robbers, who numbered about 
one hundred and fifty, armed with axes and long knives, 
with which they threatened their lives, he, in this trying 
emergency, applied for asastance to the commander of 
her Majesty's brig Grecian, then at anchor in the road- 
stead, and claimed protection against the pirates, who had 
threatened his life, and were plundering his vessel. The 
desired assistance was of course rendered, the pirates were 
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driven away^ a large portion of the stolen cargo restored, 
and the Lancashire Witch, further assisted by the crew of 
the Gredan, was ultimately safely moored at Monte 
Video. 

We should have thought that the special object in com- 
missioning H. M. brig Grecian to cruise on the coast of 
Brazil, was to render the assistance which was here very 
properly demanded, and certainly not till it was wanted, 
by the master of the Lancashire Witch. It is true that 
protection was afforded, and assistance promptly rendered, 
and had they not been so, the commander and officers of 
the brig would have been very properly amenable to law 
for a culpable neglect of duty. They did however perform 
their duty in rendering promptly the necessary protection ; 
but as they also rendered assistance in placing the vessel at 
safe anchorage, which, according to the peculiar structure 
of our salvage laws, was not strictly their duty, a claim was 
made on that ground, not merely for recompense, but for 
salvage on the value of the ship and cargo. It will hardly 
be conceived that their enormous salvage claim was 
awarded to them by our Courts of Admiralty. — See 
Haggard's Keports. 

J£ the crew of a ship, for any extraordinary efforts they 
may make in saving her, and if the passengers for ordinary 
assistance, are not entitled by law to recover one fraction 
as salvage, we are at a loss to know on what grounds the 
Admiralty Courts awarded so large an amount to the officers 
and crew of the Grecian. Nay, further, as the law at pre- 
sent stands, if half the crew of a merchant ship become 
mutinous, murder the conunander and oflSksers, and take 
forcible possession of the vessel, and if afterwards the other 
half of the crew rise and overpower the mutinous half, and 
carry the ship in safety to her destined haven, they are not 
legally entitled to one farthing of recompense for their 
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noble and praiseworthy condact, as they simply perform 
their duty. And we beg to know what more than their 
duty the crew of the Grecian performed^ to entitle them to 
a heavy salvage award ? 

Though this article has exceeded the bounds intended, 
we cannot refrain from giving another case, different from, 
that of the Grecian, which exposes the injustice of allow* 
ing officers in the Queen's service to recover by actions at 
law certain amounts for services, real or imaginary, which 
they may render to merchant ships. 

The Clifton from Mauritius, bound to Greenock, laden 
with a cargo of sugar, arrived about noon of a fine spring 
day off Loch Kyan, in the southern part of the Frith of 
Clyde. During the voyage, six of the crew had been attacked 
with scurvy, and four of that number were then confined to 
their hammocks altogether unfit for duty. The able-bodied 
portion of the crew were thereby reduced to the master, 
mate, four seamen, three apprentices, and two seamen half 
fit for duty. As the wind and tide were adverse to the 
vessel proceeding up the Frith, the master was desirous of 
going into Loch Ryan, a place with which he was well ac- 
quainted, and bringing the ship to an anchor at Cairn !Ryan> 
where he could replenish his disabled crew. Before he could 
accomplish his object it became a dead calm, and the vessel 
lay with her head to sea. Alongshore an officer of her 
Majesty's service was cruising on the look-out. He was a 
lieutenant of the Coast Guard — a sharp fellow no doubt, and 
one who, while he watched that no fraud was committed 
on the revenue of his queen, had at the same time his wea* 
ther eye open to any rewards or awards he himself could 
legally pocket. He saw the Clifton, and had no doubt an 
idea of her intentions. It was his duty to watch her in 
case smuggled property was on board, which she might 
attempt to land, and when she stood for the harbour, as 
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she did, when a breeze sprung up, it was his duty to board 
her. It, however, did not suit his purpose to do so, till he 
was informed by a smack, that the Clifton was making 
a signal for a boat or assistance. Ever ready to assist the 
sick and hapless merchant mariners, when the signal for 
help was hoisted, the Queen's officer and his men did that 
which was their duty as revenue officers to do long before, 
— pulled with all their might to reach the vessel before the 
smack, and boarded her about 5 p.m. The gentle wind 
had by this time risen to a stiff breeze from the south, 
right out of the Loch. The master wisely then proposed 
to run for Greenock, but as such did not appear to suit the 
views of the lieutenant, he declined to allow this, so that 
the vessel, after making one or two tacks against a strong 
adverse wind, was brought up by the directions of the 
lieutenant at single anchor about half past 10 p. m. in the 
Bay of Finnert, three miles from Cairn Ryan, seemingly 
in bad anchorage and on a lee-shore. The wind increased 
during the night to a gentle gale, so that a second anchor 
was required, and this being ready was let go by the 
orders of the lieutenant. Towards the following morning 
the weather moderated, and at 5 a.m. the lieutenant and 
three of his men put the master on shore at Cairn Ryan, so 
that he might proceed to Stranraer and note his protest, 
after he had engaged some fishermen to return with this 
most assiduous lieutenant, and bring the ship to the proper 
place of anchorage in the bay. The officer of the navy 
afterwards remained on board a few hours till the master 
returned from Stranraer. All he did was to take charge 
of the ship, and moor her at a dangerous anchorage in- 
stead of allowing the master to proceed when the wind 
was fair for his destined port ; and for moving her from 
the dangerous anchorage where he had placed her, to a 
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place of safety in Cairn Kyan^ this disinterested gentleman 
claimed salvage, and, better still, recovered it. 

A salvage, as already explained, should depend on the 
enterprise of the salvors in rendering service during tem- 
pestuous weather, by which a vessel in distress is saved 
from destruction, whereby they risk their own lives to 
save those of their fellow«creatures, and rescue the pro- 
perty of their fellow-subjects; we are, therefore, again 
at a loss to imagine on what grounds the Judge of the 
Admiralty Court awarded salvage to the lieutenant of 
the Coast Guard in the case of the Clifton. There was 
no risk, no danger, and he displayed no enterprise. It was 
his duty to go out and watch and visit this vessel ; and 
those who are employed in the public service have, undei* 
the circumstances stated, and in the words of an eloquen t 
Judge, ** a peculiar duty cast upon them to render aid to 
the trade of the country, as they sacrifice no time from 
any other profitable employment, their time being paid for 
by the public ; and they risk no property, for the property 
they use belongs to the public." Instead of making and 
receiving an extravagant demand for salvage, this man 
ought to have been severely reprimanded for neglecting 
his duty, and for preventing the master from proceeding 
with the ship to Greenock when the'wind was favourable, 
and afterwards placing the Clifton and her cargo and crew 
in jeopardy on a lee-shore. 

To enumerate more cases of a similar nature, which we 
might easily do, would only unnecessarily extend the 
length of our review. We shall now advert to the evil 
effects of admitting the right of officers in her Majesty's 
service to enforce their claims for salvage. It may en- 
courage them to neglect the duty for which they are 
specially commissioned; and should a smuggler and a 
ship in distress be off the coast on which they are 
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stationed at the same time, the tendency to obtain reward 
countenanced by Act of Parliament would naturally lead 
them to assist the latter, and forget altogether the interests 
of the revenue. In the case of the Clifton, the whole aim 
of the lieutenant was salvage, as it appears by the evi- 
dence in the case, that he would not have boarded or even 
hailed the ship, had she not hoisted a signal for assist- 
ance. We have, however, too high an opinion of the 
honour and integrity generally of the officers of the British 
navy to suppose that one officer out of a hundred would be 
actuated by the same motives as those which induced this 
revenue officer to act as he appears to have done. At the 
same time, we have little hesitation in saying that the law 
which encourages any servant to neglect his duty, or more 
properly to perform his duty only, when temptations are 
offered, must be radically wrong : and so it is with the law 
of salvage. There is an universal feeling amongst our 
merchants and shipowners, that claims made under the 
denomination of salvage for services rendered to British 
shipping and commerce by the officers of the Royal Navy 
are wrong in principle, are unjust and injurious in practice, 
and are at variance with the rules acted upon by other 
maritime States, and that therefore they ought to be cor- 
rected, and put upon a more equitable and satisfactory 
footing. 

The ships of war of other nations not only do not 
make claims for salvage, or even recompense, however 
trivial, for services rendered to the ships and property of 
their own States, but do not even make such claims for 
services rendered to British ships. And it has invariably 
been found that where British merchantmen, in the absence 
of their own men-of-war, applied to foreign ships of war 
for assistance, the latter never charged one fraction, and 
in numerous instances refused any remuneration to their 
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Bailors employed in such service. Two cases out of many 
will sufficiently exemplify what we have stated. 

In 1843 the United States ship Columbine, anchored off 
Gibraltar, was requested to send their boats to the neigh- 
bouring coast of Spain, where the English schooner Copia, 
laden with valuable manufactured goods from Liverpool, 
was stranded, in order to] get her off, as there was no 
English man-of-war at that time in the roadstead. The 
desired assistance was promptly rendered. The exertions 
were great, and the duty arduous in saving ship and 
cargo, so much so, that the Committee of Lloyd's sent a 
special letter of thanks to the officer in command ; but this 
was all that would be received. 

Shortly after that period, an American merchant ves- 
sel went on shore in the Straits of Gibraltar, and the 
American consul there, in the absence of any Govern- 
ment ship of his own nation, requested the assistance 
of her Britannic Majesty's war steamer Janus. It was 
rendered, but for her services salvage was claimed and 
recovered. 

The officers of her Majesty's ships of war ought not, in 
fact, to be allowed to make any demand, recoverable by 
action at law, or by seizure of property for salvage, or other- 
wise, for services rendered to the ships and property of 
British subjects in foreign countries. And the ordinary 
Admiralty Court tribunals should not in any case be 
allowed to entertain the claim for salvage by such ships of 
war, and their officers and crews. Such claims, when extra- 
ordinary services have been rendered, or peril incurred, or 
great personal labour and skill performed, should be sub- 
mitted to the local Marine Board of the district to which 
the ship that received assistance belonged, who should be 
called upon to report upon the whole circumstances of the 
case to the marine department of the Board of Trade* 



SALVAGE. 133 

The members of that Board might fix the award or recom- 
pense, subject to the veto of the Lords of the Admiralty ; 
or it might be advisable that the amount of award or 
compensation should be left in the hands of the local 
Marine Board, subject to the approval of the Board of 
Trade, and the Lords of the Admiralty. We may' fur- 
ther, and in conclusion of this subject add, that a clause in 
our Maritime Act might be advantageously introduced to 
regulate such claims, founded on the risks and dangers 
which had been incurred, the value of the property saved, 
and the amount of exertion displayed ; and not by the 
ordinary rules, which appear to have been erroneously 
laid down by the Courts of Admiralty in cases of salvage 
claims made by the officers of our men of war. For the 
due security of the payment of the recompense which 
might be awarded, the masters of merchant ships might 
also, by the same act, be authorised and directed under 
proper regulations to take from the consignees of goods, on 
delivery being made to them, a guaranteed engagement to 
pay their due proportion of such sum as might be awarded, 
and decline delivery of the goods till the same was given ; 
and that, in like manner, the Court should have power to 
seize and sell the ship, should the owner thereof fail to pay 
his proportion of the award. These latter clauses would 
entirely remove the present most obnoxious and injurious 
system which is adopted, of seizing ship and cargo for 
salvage, and retaining possession of the same either till 
approved bail is given, or till the Admiralty or Vice- 
Admiralty Courts give their decision, and until their 
award is paid. Numerous instances have occurred where 
the consignees of goods of a perishable nature have been 
compelled to submit to most extravagant claims for salvage, 
so that their property might be released and brought to 
market. 



134 SALVAGE. 

Further power might be given to the master of the ship 
by Act of Parliament to grant a bond to the commander 
of the man-of-war, that his ship and her cargo should 
contribute and pay such amount as the said Court might 
award ; but in all cases it should be stipulated that under 
no circumstances the award should exceed one-third of the 
value of the property saved, so that the owners of the ship 
and cargo might know the full extent of their liability, 
and the master the nature and value of the security which 
it would be necessary for him to receive from the different 
consignees. As we feel that almost any mode other than 
that arbitrary one which is now adopted would be more 
equitable, if not more congenial, and attended with less 
delay, less expense, and less annoyance and oppression, 
we merely throw out the above hints that the members of 
our legislature and others may arrive at some other mode 
than that now in use for the adjustment of rewards to oflS- 
cers in her Majesty's service when they render efficient 
assistance to vessels in distress. 

We are well aware that we are dealing with a delicate 
and difficult subject, and that it would be quite imprac- 
ticable to adopt a law, or rather rule, applicable to the 
amount of award in all cases. This, however, may be 
safely left in the hands of a practical Board, subject to 
the revision of the Board of Trade and Lords of the 
Admiralty ; and towards assisting them in their decision 
we would beg to propose that in cases where the service 
sought to be compensated for is performed in or near the 
port of destination, the consignees should be called upon to 
enter into an engagement to pay their proper proportion 
of the award, to which a maximum limit might be iSxed 
by the British minister or consul at any foreign port, and 
by the chief or some other civil magistrate at a British 
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settlement, assisted in either case by Lloyd's agent, or 
the agents of the ship, if any, at that port. 

In cases where the vessel is in an intermediate foreign 
or British colonial port, where the owners of the ship and 
cargo have no correspondents, there may seem to be a 
diflGiculty in obtaining such engagements, but in those 
cases the master would be bound to require the consignees 
to sign an engagement, on delivering to each his goods, 
similar to that which is now in constant use when there 
are claims for general average, and ordinary salvage. And 
as it would seldom happen in cases where the officers of 
the navy were deserving of reward, that there should not 
be claims for general average, for which the master would 
be under the necessity of taking the usual engagement, it 
would only be necessary for him to add the separate clause, 
whereby the consignees would be compelled to pay their 
proportion of whatever award the above court might 
determine upon. 

We have thus endeavoured to show that the indiscrimi- 
nate award of salvage to ships of war in all cases where 
service towards the preservation of merchants' property 
is performed, is not expedient, whatever may be its le- 
gality. There are, no doubt, exceptional cases, where 
extraordinary skill, danger, or exertion displayed by 
officers in her Majesty's service, may call for special 
rewards. It is difficult to lay down any fixed rule by 
which these special cases may be distinguished. Perhaps 
no better course could be adopted, than to leave each 
case to be considered and adjusted on its own merits by 
some proper tribunal, such as we have suggested, where 
men of character, and of practical business habits, would 
take into consideration all the circumstances of the case, 
both with regard to the situation of the parties claiming, 
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and the matter in respect of which the claim is made, 
and who would adjudicate more in the character of a 
jury deciding on a matter of fact, than a judge tram- 
melled by the rules of law and precedent. Such a tribunal 
would, of course, under the same circumstances, award 
very different amounts to private parties who sacrifice 
their time, and risk their lives and property, than it would 
do to public servants, who may only have displayed skill 
and diligence in some degree beyond what, from their situ- 
ation, might be ordinarily expected of them. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Admiralty Courts and Maritime Law, 

Constitution and Jurisdiction. — Powers of the Judge. — Mode ol 
Proceeding and taking Evidence. — Objections to the Constitution, 
Practice, &c. &c. — Remedies proposed. — Anomalies in the Civil 
Law in Maritime Affairs. 

Intimately connected with salvage, are the duties, 
appointments, and emoluments of the Judges, Proctors, 
and Doctors of Law of the High Court of Admiralty. 
With a jurisdiction much more extensive, with powers 
and privileges greater and more exclusive than any other 
court in the kingdom, the Court of Admiralty has for 
centuries bid defiance to all sound and necessary innova- 
tions. Not satisfied with a jurisdiction comprehending all 
maritime matters, it sheds its sombre shadow over Eccle- 
siastical affairs. The same judge presides in the Admi- 
ralty and Ecclesiastical Courts, decides cases of divorce 
and salvage, grants warrants for the confiscation of ships 
and churches, rules the parson and governs the seaman ; 
and the same doctors and proctors conduct the proceedings 
and pocket the fees. 

Those who are curious to know where this singular 
court is held, will find, at the south-west corner of St. 
Paul's, and adjoining a well-known coffee-house of that 
name, a wide passage, usually guarded by three or four 
broken-down gentlemen, of doubtful appearance and for- 
bidding aspect, known as " touters," any of whom for a 
small gratuity will lead the stranger to any or all of the 
courts, or the dingy abodes of the doctors or proctors. 
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Double the perquisite, and he will tell all about them. 
Narrow lanes, crumbling buildings, low dark rooms, dusty 
offices, are the characteristic features of the Admiralty 
and Ecclesiastical Courts, and smoke-dried countenances 
the distinguishing mark of those who exercise their mono- 
polising prerogatives. 

These courts have hitherto, however, sturdily and suc- 
cessfully resisted the assaults of the army of Reform. 
Even the Commissioners for the improvement of the city 
have found them far too firmly planted in their old 
abodes. They who pulled down house upon house from 
King William Street to St. Paul's, have discovered that 
they dare not touch a stone that props the office of 
a doctor of Law ; and thus, to the serious injury of the 
public, the spacious Cannon Street has been stopped short 
in its onward course. Lest the locality of the Admiralty 
and Ecclesiastical Courts might be disturbed, the vastly 
increased and increasing traffic from the city westward is 
about being thrown from a few yards eastward of that 
point into the narrow pass of Ludgate Hill. The great 
thoroughfare of the city is to be blocked, and the limbs 
and lives of the citizens endangered, to preserve these 
dingy and antiquated Courts. 

But to their constitution, in which alone we are inte- 
rested. 

All attorneys and barristers-at-law are excluded from 
the Court of Admiralty, and the only legal practitioners 
admitted are the doctors of law and proctors practising in 
the Ecclesiastical Courts. They thereby hold an entire 
monopoly, and consequently maintain to this day the very 
high scale of fees and charges originally established, and 
which for ages has been unrevised. 

The Judge of the Admiralty Court, discharging the 
judicical functions of the Lord High Admiral, formerly had 
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jurisdiction over all matters, both criminal and civil, arising 
within the limits of the authority of that high functionary. 
He took cognisance of all crimes, offences, and wrongs 
committed by or against British subjects when beyond the 
limits of the kingdom, either at sea or in unsettled parts 
abroad, and also exercised jurisdiction over disputes arising 
out of contracts and other subjects of civil contention, such 
jurisdiction commencing at low water mark of the sea, and 
comprehending every craft sailing under the British Flag. 
With respect to criminal cases, including all indictable 
offences, modern legislation and practice, in cases when 
the offenders are found or brought into the United King- 
dom, have removed them from the jurisdiction of the 
Admiralty Judges. These are now tried in the ordinary 
criminal courts: — in London by virtue of the Act consti- 
tuting the Central Criminal Court ; and in the country by 
virtue of special commissions issuing from the Crown 
whenever required. The Admiralty Court, however, still 
takes exclusive cognisance of all cases of salvage, bottomry, 
wages, and collisions. 

The Vice Admiralty Courts in our colonies have a juris- 
diction over cases brought before them, of the same kind 
and degree as the Admiralty Court 

No jury is ever empanelled at the Admiralty Court ; and 
the single judge, who, as we have stated, is also judge of 
one or more of the Ecclesiastical Courts, takes cognisance 
of and decides on the facts as well as the law. In mari- 
time cases, involving questions of nautical practice, he is 
assisted by two Trinity Masters, who sit with him and 
give him their advice, but by whose opinion he is in no 
way bound to abide. 

The forms of pleading, and other courses of proceeding, 
are of the most obsolete description, offensive alike to 
good taste and common sense. The rules of evidence 
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seem calculated to throw as little light as possible on 
the facts of any case before the Court. No witness is 
allowed to come into the Court to be examined viva voce ; 
but in taking evidence, one of three courses of proceeding 
may be adopted. 

The first is by " act on petition and affidavit," which 
means, as we understand it, that the proctor on each side 
gives in a statement of his client's case, expressed in 
jargon so barbarous as usually to make it unintelligible to 
the client himself, and supports it by affidavits of the wit- 
nesses. The way in which these affidavits are concocted 
(assuming that there is no false swearing), is, for the 
proctor to examine the witness alone, in his own quiet 
office, to get from him all he knows about the facts ; then 
to strike out all the proctor thinks will militate against 
the case of his client, to put the garbled remnant into the 
form of an affidavit, and to make the witness swear to its 
truth. The witness is not expected to swear that it con- 
tains the whole truth. No cross-examination whatever is 
possible under this form of proceeding, which is, neverthe- 
less, the form most usual in the Admiralty Court. 

The second form of proceeding is by ** plea and proof." 
This is usually characterised in the Court as a more lengthy, 
expensive, and ancient process. It is conducted with a 
little more attention to the interests of truth than the 
other, inasmuch as it admits a species of cross-examina- 
tion of the witnesses. But, as if to derive as little benefit 
as possible from the cross-examination, the questions to be 
put to the witnesses in cross-examination must be all fixed 
upon before the nature of their evidence in chief is known 
to the opposite party. The cross-examination thus be- 
comes the merest form in the world, — just the name of an 
examination, but nothing more, — vox et prcBterea nihil. 

The third form of proceeding is dictated by the ** Act to 
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extend the Jurisdiction and improve the Practice of the 
High Court of Admiralty*" This, we must state, is com- 
paratively an excellent mode of obtaining true evidence, 
and we believe the Government and the Legislature in- 
tended it practically to supersede the two other modes on 
which we have commented. But, unfortunately, they left 
the choice to the judge, and not to the suitors, to decide 
which mode should be adopted ; and we question much if 
the third form has been acted upon in even a single instance. 
We believe the judge refuses hi^ sanction to it unless "good 
cause" can be shown for its adoption. The only cause 
conceivable for its adoption is the absurdity and inefficiency 
of the two other more common modes of proceeding, and 
therefore the result of an application to the judge founded 
on this argument may be easily foreseen. 

Though this mode of taking evidence is not viva voce^ 
it is that which comes nearest to it, and is, therefore, per- 
haps, the nearest to perfection which could be adopted 
under the peculiar circumstances which usuaUy attend 
maritime cases. It consists of the detailed result, taken in 
writing, of the examination and cross-examination of the 
witness, in the presence of both parties or their agents, and 
further gives power to the judge to examine a witness 
viva voce, when he sees fit : but this is really a practical 
burlesque, for the judge never does see fit. Had power 
been given to the suitor instead of to the judge, something 
like a practical and sound result might have been ob- 
tained. 

Having thus briefly explained the mode of proceeding 
in our Admiralty Courts, and the extent of their juris- 
diction, we will now, in a somewhat condensed form, state 
our objections, and afterwards endeavour to propose a 
remedy. 

Firstly. We object to the constitution of the Court, in- 
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eluding its body of practitioners ; both advocates and proc- 
tors, — as the ^eat feature thereof is monopoly, attended 
by its numberless train of evils. The judge of that Court, 
it must be understood, is taken from a small body of pri- 
vileged advocates, deeply interested in perpetuating and 
narrowing their exclusive system. 

The same remarks apply to the advocates themselves^ 
who must be doctors of civil law of our universities ; and 
also to the proctors, whose privileges are confined to a 
small circle of persons, intimately associated, and frequently 
connected by family ties. 

Though we are free to admit that some very eminent 
judges have sat in the Court of Admiralty, whose decisions 
have been regarded as rules for the safe guidance of the 
other Courts of our own and foreign countries, still it 
cannot be doubted that the whole constitution of the Court 
is founded on error, and, as a general rule, is not suited to 
further the ends of justice. Unfortunately, too, the neces- 
sary work of reformation will not secure any assistance 
from the judges, advocates, and proctors of that Court, 
but, on the contrary, will be by them stoutly resisted, as 
any innovation or improvement must tend to reduce their 
gains, and diminish their chances of promotion and ad- 
vancement. 

Secondly. We object to the mode of proof. Depositions 
and interrogations prepared and taken in private form a 
system not only dilatory and expensive, but most unsatis- 
factory in its results, and often most dangerous in its 
consequences. We are well aware that there are many 
eases where evidence must be sought for abroad, and where 
it would be exceedingly inconvenient to produce the 
witness at the trial, and in such we are free to admit an 
excuse for deviating from the wholesome practice of oral 
evidence given in open Court. 



ADMIRALTY COURTS. 143 

Thirdly. We object to the absence of a jury, and^ the 
Don-admission of barristers and solicitors to practise in that 
Court. In regard to the former objection, we may, how- 
ever, remark, that though, in many cases of salvage and 
collisions at sea, a much more sound result would be 
arrived at by a jury of merchants than by a lawyer ; there 
are other cases where one man of sense, knowledge, and 
discretion might constitute the best tribunal, if assisted by 
nautical men, or by men possessing sound practical know- 
ledge of the matter in dispute. 

And Fourthly. We object to the practice of arbitrarily 
seizing, by Admiralty warrant, in a British port, — a 
ship, the property of a British subject resident in the 
country where the seizure is made. It is a harsh and bar- 
barous mode of procedure. What would be thought of 
the man who, having a disputed claim against another, 
lodged a bailiff in his house, and kept him there till a 
court of law or equity decided that his claim was just or 
otherwise? Yet the practice now adopted by our Ad- 
miralty Court is literally the same ; and virtually the 
same with the case of a rich man, who, having an account 
with a poor man, lodged him in prison till it was settled, 
or till approved security was given for its payment. That 
practice can only be admissable in cases where the owners 
of the ship are resident abroad ; and in all others should 
be forthwith abolished, as the consequences of thus de- 
taining a ship, more especially when she has a perishable 
cargo on board, the property of others, are often most 
serious. It cannot be said that there is any debt due by 
the owner of the ship that came in contact with another 
ship, till it is proved that it was through the negligence of 
those in charge of the vessel that the damage was sus- 
tained; any more than it can be said that the amount 
claimed by one man from another is correct, till it 
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is proved in the usual manner. In neither case, therefore, 
ought the instruments of the law to be exercised, more 
particularly in so arbitrary a manner, till a legal decision 
is given. 

The remedies we should propose are : — 

Firstly. Divorce the Admiralty Court from the Eccle- 
siastical Courts. The wit of Dickens, in lus "David 
Copperfield," was not requisite to show up the absurdity of 
connecting the two ; for what can Admiralty and Eccle- 
siastical matters have to do with each other ? 

Secondly. Let there be a Court wholly devoted to 
Maritime cases. The greatly increased maritime com- 
merce of the country requires it. One competent judge, 
devoting his whole time to it, would, perhaps, be suffi- 
cient; but whether one or more, their jurisdiction should 
not extend to any other Courts. We, however, consider 
it desirable that such judge should be still continued as a 
member of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, as 
his presence at that high Court of Appeal may often be 
found essential. Let a jury be summoned in the Mari- 
time Court when found requisite, and let the judge be 
assisted by practical seamen as assessors, whenever ques- 
tions of nautical practice are iovolved. These assessors 
should, however, no longer be exclusively chosen, in 
London, from the Trinity Board. Though we wish to 
speak with all due respect of the members of this most 
venerable corporation, it is ludicrous to speak of them as 
the parties best fitted by education, experience, and prac- 
tical ability, to assist the Admiralty Judge. What the 
learned judge may think of his advisers, we really cannot 
tell, but we admire the self-command he exercises when 
he addresses them in public. Now that we have mer- 
cantile Marine Boards throughout the country, com- 
posed of experienced men, nominated by Government and 
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by the free votes of all who own upwards of 150 tons 
of British shipping, let the assessors be chosen from 
among them, and not exclusively from a self-constituted 
body like the Trinity Board, — or from any body of nautical 
men, of high character and standing, wherever they may 
be found. 

Thirdly. Clear away the whole body of doctors and 
proctors, and all such monopolists. Not that we would 
prohibit their practising in the Court they have lived upon 
so long. But open the Court to attorneys and barristers, 
of both the Common Law and Equity Courts. 

Fourthly. Sweep away the forms of evidence implied 
in the "act on petition and affidavit," and "plea and 
proof." Admit no evidence from witnesses whom the 
opposite party has not had the opportunity of cross-ex- 
amining. Let the witnesses be examined in open Court, 
vivd voce, wherever convenient. But, considering how 
frequently their profession will make it difficult for them 
to be called when wanted, throw every facility in the way 
of the adoption of the mode of taking evidence to which we 
have already adverted, as permitted by the Act 3 & 4 Vict. 
c. 65. s. 8., viz. the vivd voce examination before a com- 
missioner, in the presence of, and subject to cross examina-* 
tion by, both parties or their agents ; this being done in 
anticipation of the trial, and the evidence so taken being 
committed to writing and produced at the trial. 

And lastly. Abolish that l^arbarous practice of con- 
fiscating, by Admiralty warrant, the property of a British 
subject, before it is proved that he is in debt or error. 

By means of these reforms the Admiralty Court may 
be made to deserve the confidence of the maritime public, 
which it certainly does not now possess. 

It may hereafter be found desirable to establish Vice 
Admiralty Courts at some of the principal outports : but 

L 
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that is a branch of the subject which need not now be 
entered upon. 

There are a few anomalies in the civil law apppUcable to 
navigation^ which may be here, perhaps, more appropriately 
noticed than in any other portion of our work. 

Theoretically, our shipowners and shipmasters have of 
late, so far as regards laws for thdr government, become 
especial favourites with the Legblature ; but practically, 
no classes can be less efficiently protected by law, whether 
civil or criminal. It is certainly high time that the system 
of patching and tinkering acts were abolished, and that 
the bewildered British shipowner should cease to be re- 
ferred, for information about his rights, and duties, and 
liabilities, to such sources as the "Ordinances of Oleron,'' 
the ** Consolato del Mare," and the " Institutes of Justi- 
nian." These may be admirably suited to scholars and 
lawyers, but not to sailors. The latter desiderate a brief, 
clear, and easily understood code. 

To characterise the existing system as conflicting and 
uncertain, would be to give but a faint idea of it We 
question if there be any other branch of our legal system 
in which, the suitor having the choice of more Courts 
than one, the decision he seeks for will be wholly dif- 
ferent, according to the Court in which he brings his 
action. We are not now speaking of the conflicting deci- 
sions of individual judges or juries, nor of the cases in 
which a Court of Equity may interfere to correct the in- 
equalities of a technical adherence to common law ; but of 
cases in which the suitor has the choice of either a Common 
Law Court or a Civil Law Court, and in which the prin- 
ciples guiding these Courts will lead to opposite deci^ons. 
Take, for example, the case of damage by collision of two 
ships at sea, where both parties are found to be in fault. 
In an English Court of Common Law each party must bear 
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his own loss ; while the Admiralty Court will throw the 
loss sustained by both into one sum, and divide it equally 
between them. 

Advocating then, as we most urgently do, one general, 
comprehensive, and simplified code of Maritime Law, to 
possess authority throughout the empire, we shall venture 
to give a few instances, in which our existing civil laws 
appear to need reform so far as they bear upon shipping. 

Contracts between Ship^ Owners and Builders, — It would 
seem to be fair that when instalments have been paid to 
a builder, on account of a new ship in process of con- 
struction, the buyer (not being in possession) should have 
a lien on the unfinished ship for the amount of his 
advances. 

Transfer of Skipping Property by Bill of Sale. — The 
concurrence of the buyer ought to be rendered necessary, 
before the sale of a ship or part of a ship can be recorded 
in the Customs' Book of Registry. The theory of the law 
is, that this book, open to all applicants for informatiop, 
affords evidence of ownership, and consequently of liability. 
But it may prove that a bill of sale has been executed and 
recorded unknown to the alleged buyer. Necessaries may 
have been supplied to the ship, on the strength of the 
ownership and liability of the latter, who may turn out, 
after all, to be no real owner and therefore not liable. 

Part Owners — should not be liable for more than their 
own share of demands for repairs, &c 

Lien on Cargo or Freight. — The present state of the 
law involves great hardship to the shipowner. An 
owner may hold his cargo for ever, but (except under the 
operation of some local dock laws) can never sell in order 
to pay himself his freight. After the lapse of a reason- 
able period with due notice given and under proper restric- 
tions, the owner^ or some constituted authority for him, 
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ought to be allowed to bring the cargo to the hammer. 
The hardship is increased where the cargo is of a perishable 
nature. 

Bills of Lading. — These, when properly identified, and 
the signature proved, should be held to be primd facie 
evidence of the shipment of the goods, which at present 
they are not. 

Demurrage. — The rate stipulated for between the par-, 
ties is not now the necessary measure of damages in cases 
of detention. To save themselves trouble, juries will often 
assume it as the measure. But, strictly speaking, it is in- 
cumbent on the shipowner to prove the amount of actual 
damages sustained, which is often difficult. The rate of 
demurrage agreed upon ought to be conclusive, unless it 
be proved to be unreasonable or excessive. 

Barratry. — It is supposed, that at present, an under- 
writer on cargo is not liable to the assured for the con- 
sequences of a fraudulent act committed by the master of 
a ship, being also the owner, in cases where he would be 
liable for the consequences of a similar act of a master, 
not being an owner. It would tend to simplify matters, 
and obviate much inconvenience, were the distinction 
entirely removed. 

Contracts between Owners and Masters. — The Merchant 
Seamen's Act has recently given the master, in case of the 
bankruptcy or insolvency of his owner, the same remedies 
for the recovery of his wages that are possessed by the 
common seaman, that is, he can in such case attach the 
ship by process in the Admiralty Court. But it has 
been decided, that to give the master this powers the 
owner must be literally and legally bankrupt or insolvent. 
It is not enough that he be virtually so, and that the 
master be unable to get his wages in any other way than 
by attaching the ship In commercial practice, most, in- 
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solvent estates are wound up without the intervention of 
the Courts^ by mutual airrangement among the creditors, 
and the policy of the law has always encouraged such 
arrangements. In these cases> however, the master has no 
remedy except by forcing his owner through the Bankruptcy 
Court, in order to comply with the letter of the statute. 
This is found to be highly inconvenient in practice, and 
the law ought to be altered in such manner as to give the 
master a more simple remedy. To protect the owner from 
fraud, the master might be compelled to obtain judgment 
for his debt in a court of law. 

Bottomry, — It is highly desirable that the whole law 
on this subject should be readjusted and simplified. At 
present so many difiiculties are thrown in the way of the 
recovery of his debt by a party lending on bottomry, in 
consequence of the not unnatural nor improper jealousy 
with regard to those hypothecations felt by the judges in 
our Admiralty Court, whose duty it is to take cognisance 
of them that, as a general rule, it is not easy for a master 
to obtain advances on such security, except at most ex- 
orbitant rates of premium. In consequence the owner 
becomes the sufferer, which frequently would not be the 
case were it not for the awkward attempts made by the 
Court to protect him. Considering the great rapidity 
of communication now existing between different parts 
of the world, and the comparative publicity given to all 
such transactions, and the ease with which instances of 
suspected collusion can be inquired into, there seems no 
good i^eason for saddling the unfortunate shipowner with 
the enormous bottomry premiums usually current, and we 
are convinced he would escape them under an amended 
and simplified law. 

It is believed that if the person who advances money on 
bottomry is content with common interest on his advance, 
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the master may pledge his owner personally for the debt, 
as well as hypothecate the body of the ship and the 
freight. In this case the transaction virtually takes the 
character of a mortgage, though, literally speaking, the 
master has no power to mortgage his ship under any cir- 
cumstances. Whether this be or be not good law we, of 
course, will not pretend to decide ; but we see no good rea- 
son why it should not be made so, nor why the principle 
should not be extended to cases in wUch a commission or 
extra premium is charged in addition to common legal 
interest. Practically, few men can be found in foreign 
ports to lend money with no remuneration beyond the 
ordinary rate of interest, even when the owner is known to 
be in good credit, and the difficulty is much increased when, 
as is usually the case, the owner is utterly unknown at the 
place where the ship is to be repaired. In the present 
state of the law, however, little remuneration is taken 
beyond common interest, the owner is personally dis- 
charged from liability, and the lender has no security to 
look to beyond the ship, with all the risks affecting her 
safe arrival, including the serious risk of her being hot* 
tomried again at a subsequent period of the voyage, in 
which contingency the last bottomry bond takes absolute 
precedence of all earlier ones. This is altogether a rough 
and rude arrangement, wholly unsuited to the present 
state of commerce. There ^eems no good reason for for- 
bidding the master to pledge the credit of his owner, giving 
the ship as collateral security. Were the law thus amended, 
the security of the advances would be considered more 
perfect, greater competition for the business would be 
created, and bottomry premiums would hence be reduced 
General Average and Insurance. — These two topics 
embrace a field too wide to be entered on within the 
limits of the present work, which, with all our anxiety 
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to condense it, has extended to a much greater length than 
we originally intended. But, in order to show the neces- 
sity of codification and simplification, a few instances of 
anomaly may be giyen. 

General, Average. — When a ship puts into an inter- 
mediate port in distress, and has to discharge her cargo to 
repair, according to the practice at Lloyd's, the charges 
^re thus apportioned : — 

Dischargbg - - to General Average. 
Storage of Cargo - to Owners of Cargo. 
Beshipping - - to Owner of Freight. 

This practice does not seem to be based on any decision 
in Westminster Hall, where, on the contrary, precedent 
would appear to indicate that were a case to be brought 
to trial, the law would be found to be, that all three items 
of expenditure are liable to be made good by general 
contribution, which certainly appears more consonant to 
reason than the practice at Lloyd's, which has always 
seemed to us inconsistent with itself. 

When a ship is on fire, and water has been poured into 
the hold to extinguish the fire, the loss on the goods 
damaged by the water is not made good by general con- 
tribution. A very little reflection will su£Bce to show 
that this practice is inconsistent with the true principles of 
General Average. The argument for the practice is, that 
the goods damaged are not deliberately selected for sacri- 
fice. But when goods are thrown overboard to lighten 
the ship (in which case there is no question about their 
constituting a General Average claim), they are not de- 
liberately selected for sacrifice any more than in the other 
case. In both cases it will probably be found that the 
reason why some goods rather than others become lost or 
injured is, that they happened to be stowed near the 
hatchways. Another extraordinary anomaly may be here 
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given. When smls are cut away from the yards during a 
gale of wind and thrown overboard, their value is allowed ; 
but, however much they may be split or damaged, if 
through great exertion they are saved, no allowance is 
made for the damage they have sustained. This, while a 
great hardship to the honest shipowner, is a strong in* 
ducement to dishonest practices. 

Insurance, — Underwriters are in numerous instances 
not liable for the expenses inevitably incurred to avoid 
a total loss, when they would have been liable for the 
total loss which those expenses avoided. This should be 
altered ; and we could give numerous instances of hard- 
ship and abuse which the practice has created. By a 
late decision of the House of Lords, on appeal from the 
Court of Session of Scotland, it has become law that, in 
cases of constructive total loss, the underwriters on ship 
become entitled to the freight earned by the ship. Sup-* 
pose a vessel striking an iceberg in the Atlantic By 
dint of pumping she is brought into her destined port, 
where she discharges her cargo and earns her freight, but 
the ship herself is found to be so much injured that no 
prudent owner, uninsured, would think it worth his while to 
repair her, and she hence becomes a constructive total loss, 
and is abandoned to the underwriters. In such case the 
underwriters on ship become entitled to the freight. This 
will be found to lead to much uncertainty and to grievous 
inconvenience, and the law should be altered as quickly 
as possible. 

All these are points which, in the revision of our laws, 
require special notice and consideration ; for, while reform- 
ing our Courts of Admiralty, the Legislature can hardly 
avoid reforming the various anomalies in the laws them^ 
selves which affect our shipping. 
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CHAP. VII. 
Trinity House, Cinque Ports, JPilotaffe, Sfc. 

Antiquity of the Society. — Constitution and Duties. — Revenue: from 
what Sources obtained, and how disbursed. — Report of the London 
Association for the abolition of Light Dues. — Trinity Pensions. — 
Objections to their Payment with Money collected as Light Dues. 
— Cinque Ports. — Charges on Shipping at Calcutta, &c. 

On a hill celebrated in civic history, and opposite to the 
old Tower of London, stands a modern and somewhat hand- 
some building of rather spacious dimensions. That build- 
ing will be known to most part of our nautical readers as 
the Trinity House, — the place from which "the Master, 
Wardens, and Assistants of the Guild, Fraternity, or 
Brotherhood of the most glorious and undivided Trinity of ' 
Deptford Strond," issue their sign manual. 

This " glorious Trinity " is ancient and powerful. It 
has eleven elder brethren, who are ** noble," including at 
present the foremost Englishman of his age, — the Duke 
of Wellington. So far back as the reign of Henry VIII., 
all the '^ ancient rights and privileges " of the corporation 
were confirmed by royal charter. Letters patent were 
granted to them by James II., and every succeeding 
monarch, from that period, has conferred upon them all 
the powers and privileges which a monarch could bestow. 
We have no desire to dispute the right by which a self- 
constituted body has been invested with such immense 
powers and privileges as the Trinity House possesses. It 
is enough for us to show that the possession of such 
powers and privileges is a serious burden on one great 
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national interest^ tending materially to retard the progress 
of our shipping; and that the constitution of the Society 
of Deptford Strond is quite unsuited to the age in which 
we live. 

This society, as already seen, was incorporated by 
Henry VIIL in 1515, "for the promotion of commerce 
and navigation" by licensing and regulating pilots; or- 
dering and erecting beacons, lighthouses, and buoys; 
and examining the masters and officers of any mer- 
diant vessels employed by Government or the Honour- 
able East India Company. A similar society was diortly 
afterwards established at Hull, and also another at New- 
castle-on-Tyne, in 1537, which three societies, according 
to Hakluyt*, "were in imitation of that founded by the 
Emperor Charles Y., at Seville, in Spain, who, observing 
the o«meioiiB shipwredcs on the voyages to and from the 
West Indies, occoHoned by the ignorance of seamen, esta- 
blished lectures on navigation, and a pilot major for the 
examination of other pilots and managers; at the same 
time directing books to be published on that subject for 
the use of navigators." Such was the nature and such 
were the duties of these institutions. One important 
branch of their duties has however been nullified by the 
Mercantile Marine Act of 1851, which, as explained in a 
preceding chapter, enacts that all masters and officers must 
now be examined by the officers of the Marine Boards 
nominated under that act. 

Having thus briefly stated the object, we may as briefly 
state the constitution of the society. The court of cor- 
poration, according to the evidence of Mr. Herbert, the 
secretary, before a Parliamentary Committee, consists of 
thirty-one elder brothers, who are divided thus: one 

♦ See M'Culloch'fi Commercial Dictionary, p. 1365. 
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master, four wardens, eight assistants, and eighteen elder 
brethren. Eleven of these are considered " noble,^' or in 
the honorary line of the brotherhood, and twenty are, 
or ought to be, taken from the merchant service, but we 
find there is at present on that list a captain of the royal 
navy. It is understood that these Twenty are elected from 
the younger brethren, who are not limited in point of 
number, and who, as is popularly supposed, elect the elder 
brethren. But such it would appear is not the case, for in 
every instance which has come under our notice, the elder 
brethren have elected themselves, and in the event of a 
vacancy have chosen their ^^ Brother," not by seniority, 
superior merit, or servitude, but by influence. If, how- 
ever, these favoured twenty are elected from the younger 
brethren by the elder brethren,, then, as the younger 
brethren are elected by the elder brethren, they are in 
every sense self-elected. By royal charter they are 
also quite irresponsiUe except to the Crown ; and as the 
Crown never interferes, they hold their office for life. ' The 
honorary members consist of admirals in the navy, minis- 
ters of state, and other persons of distinction. This is 
a regulation to which, perhaps, the Society would do well 
to adhere. In its application, it is not imlike that which 
has long been adopted by our civic alderman, who annu- 
allj? by ^^ ancient custom," feast the ministers, and have, 
as a quid pro quo^ pretty much their own way in all Acts 
of Parliam^it applicable to themselves. 

The duty of the honorary members consists merely in 
attending upon state occasions, to dine and redprocate 
compliments. The whole business is ostensibly conducted 
by the other twenty ; but these, it would appear, leave the 
main portions of the labour to the secretary and clerks, 
while they enjoy the benefits of the sinecure. By Act 3 
Geo. 4. c. 3., the services of the working elder brethren 
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are recompensed by an allowance of 7000^ annually^ 
divided in " such manner as the corporation shall think 
fit!^ This amount has hitherto been disposed of by allow- 
ing to each merchant elder brother 300Z. per annum, and 
26/. each to sixteen members of committees^ the deputy- 
master receiving 500Z. salary, and 100/. in addition as 
chairman of all committees. The secretary and other offi- 
cers and clerks, it would appear by a parliamentary return^ 
have the undermentioned fixed emoluments. What perqui- 
sites, or fees, or patronage, either they or the elder brethren 
have besides, does not, however, so clearly appear. 

All we know is through the published returns, and to 
these we must adhere in any conclusions we may draw. 
By these we are informed 







& s. 


d. 


That the Secretary has annuallj 


- 


- 1500 





„ First clerk „ 


about 


. 800 





„ Second clerk „ 


w 


- 500 





„ Third clerk „ 


» 


- 411 5 





„ Nine under clerks 


>» 


- 1575 5 





„ Three messengers 


w 


- 231 9 


5 




£5017 19 


5 



The next, and the main question into which we have to 
inquire, is the amount of their revenue, from what source 
it arises, and how appropriated. We confine ourselves 
entirely in this inquiry to the Trinity House of Deptford 
Strond, with the full conviction that if it be found to 
require reform, the lesser societies established at Hull 
and Newcastle-on-Tyne, with the corporations for the 
management of Lights in Scotland and Ireland, may also 
require to pass through a similar ordeaL For this pur- 
pose, we would beg to refer our readers to the Appendix, 
where will be found a copy of a parliamentary return, the 
last we can find that has been ordered, of the receipts and 
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application of all monies received as tolls for ligbtbouses^ 
&c., in the year ending 31st Dec. 1849, by the Corporation 
of Trinity House of Deptford Strond. This return con- 
tains many startling figures, and requires a special notice 
at our hands, as without such our review of the burdens 
upon shipping would be extremely incomplete. 

From this return it would appear that the total nett 
revenue for the year 1849, derivable from tolls for light- 
houses, &c. &c. amounted to 188,7907. 3^. 7|rf. That the 
total charge for maintenance was 84,038/. 6^. 2^d., leaving 
a surplus of 104,751/. 17*. S^d. That their nett revenue 
from Buoyage and Beaconage amounted in the same year 
to 17,12221 14^. S^d. That the charges connected there- 
with were 10,480/. 9*. 2d., leaving a surplus of 6,853/. 4*. 
2irf., less 210/. 18*. Sd. 

We thus find from this return that the surplus from 
these two sources in the year 1849 amounted to — 







£ 8. d. 


From light account 


- 


- 104,751 17 5i 


From buoyage and beaconage 


- 


6,642 5 6i 



111,394 2 IH 



Which is reduced by miscellaneous items of 
a somewhat questionable nature amount- 
ing to - - - - - 12,781 10 

Leaving a surplus, by their own showing, 

amounting to - - - - ^8,613 2 1^ 

of which the return gives no account, except the brief and 
most unsatisfactory one, that "the surplus of 98,613/. 2s* 
l^d, has been applied to the charitable and other uses, 
purposes, and intents for which the said corporation has 
been established and maintained." Considering that this 
vast amount of annual revenue is derived solely from 
taxes upon shipping, we do not see why the owners of 
that over-burdened interest should rest satisfied with so 
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laconic a note advising the disposal of tlieir fonch. We 
have asked for information in the pn^er qnarter^ bat the 
answers were so vagae and nnsatisfactoiy that we oonld 
make little out of them, except merely that, in accord- 
ance with '' ancient custom/' the right of charter, and 
the authority of letters patent, a considerable and an 
increasii^ portion of it was expended in household ex- 
pensesy salaries to elder brethren. Trinity yachts, white- 
bait dinners, and various nameless et cseteras. 

The following table, however, which was kindly sup- 
plied to us by Mr. Morgan, secretary to the Light Does 
Association, though not extending beyond 1846, may 
assist our readers in elucidating thia knotty and mysterious 
question* 



Expenditure of Trinity House in the Years 1841 to 1846, inclusive. 



Charges of maintenance of lighthoiuef not 
tran«rerred or purchased - - - 
Ditto, ditto, tramferr^ or purchased 
Charges for buojrs and beacons 
General charges .... 
Expense of Blackwall establishment 

Salaries to elder brethren - 

Other salaries and incidenUl expenses 
Dinner expenses .... 

Pensions to seamen, &c. ... 
Allowances to alms-people at Deptford and 
Mile End - - *^ . "^ - 

Commission, occasional charities, and other 
expenses ..... 

Deduct revenue of estates applicable to 
charities 

Total for llghthousps, Trinity House esta- 
blishment, and charities ... 


184L 


1842L 


1843. 


1844. 


1845. 


1846. 


74,143 
12,211 
10,938 
6.745 
1,276 


75,138 
23,569 
10,064 
7,371 
3.576 


80,848 
19,313 
9,833 
6,057 
1.006 


76,895 
12,299 

9,870 
15,236 

1,392 


60.883 
14,595 
8,959 
6,956 
1.032 


62,980 
9.945 

11,077 
4,632 
2.101 


106,313 


119,708 


116.569 


116.392 


92.424 


90,735 


1,487 
7,000 
6,116 
1,314 
2,294 


2,188 
7,000 
6.162 
1,508 
2,083 


1,748 
7,000 
6,477 
3,182 
1,873 


1,680 
7,000 
6,721 
3,405 
2,021 


7,000 
6,816 
2,889 
2,031 


1.850 
7,000 
6,940 
3,022 
1,907 


18,211 


18.941 

24,625 

6,643 
1,473 

2.272 


20,280 


20,827 


20,678 


20.719 


24,636 

6.863 

1,404 

2,227 


24.729 

6.614 
1,437 

2.423 


24,762 

6,489 
4,678 

2,414 


24,748 

6.467 
3,309 

2.220 


24.964 

6,350 
1,486 

2,878 


35,130 
3.919 


35,013 
3.867 


36,203 
4,205 


88,333 
4,019 


36,744 
3,770 


35.178 
4,127 


31,211 


31,146 


30,998 


34,314 


32.974 


31.051 


164,735 


169,795 


167,837 


170.533 


144,077 


142,505 
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But though the return made to Parliament by the 
Trinity House only shows, according to the statement of 
that Corporation, a surplus of 98,613/. 2s. l^d. for the 
year 1849, a report, on which we may place reliance> 
founded on the evidence before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, gives the following very different 
results for 1845, four years preceding the date of their 
return: — 

£ £ 

The amount levied by the Trinity House in 1845 

for the maintenance of lighthouses, was - 312,000 

Amount expended in their maintenance - - 85,000 

Surplus ... - 227,000 

Amount levied by Commissioners of Northern 
Lighthouses, 1845, for the maintenance of 

Lighthouses - . . . 52,000 

Amount expended in their maintenance - about 22,000 

Surplus - - - - 30,000 

Amount levied by Ballast Boarjl for 1846 for the 

maintenance of lighthouses - - - 58,000 

Amount expended in their maintenance - * 34,000 

Surplus - - - - ■ 24,000 

Total surplus - - - . 281,000 

Expended in maintenance of lighthouses - 141,000 

Total amount levied ... :6422,000 



The foregoing return includes the receipts and expen- 
diture of the Northern Lighthouse Commissioners and the 
Ballast Board. As we are, however, examining the accounts 
of the Trinity House of Deptford Strpnd, we would direct 
the reader's attention to the first portion of it only, by 
which it appears that in 1845 the surplus was 227,0002., 
or full 230 per cent, more than what the Trinity 
House in their return made it to be in 1849. As their 
revenue must have been materially enhanced since the 
former date, though from their voluminous and mysterious 
accounts it is very difficult to arrive at the actual amount ; 
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and as the ** necessary charges " cannot well have increased 
in proportion^ their surplus revenue for last year should 
not have been very far short of 300,000£ It was, however, 
100,000/., less, and that for reasons which we may here 
explain. 

In 1850, it was stated to the Right Honourable the 
President of the Board of Trade, that from 1836 to that 
period the Society had actually funded from surplus 
revenue the enormous sum of about 1,500,0007. Mr. 
Labouchere made inquiry, and satisfied himself that the 
information which had reached him was substantially 
correct. On this, we believe, he privately remonstrated 
with the Trinity Board, and endeavoured to show them 
the necessity of reducing their charges. To his remon- 
strance they do not however appear to have paid that 
attention which it demanded; and when he afterwards 
threatened to introduce a Bill which should oblige them 
to adopt his views, they either felt strong in their royal 
prerogatives, or supposed that he really did not intend 
to carry his threats into execution. But a Bill was framed 
by him, and sent for approval to the outports ; and when 
it was on the point of being laid on the table of the House 
of Commons, then, and only then, as we understand, 
did the Trinity Board yield to the President of the 
Board of Trade; and rather than allow him to proceed 
with his measure, agreed that their charges should be re- 
duced from 1850 to the extent of 100,000/. annually. 
They appear to have very much dreaded the exposure of 
their system and their sinecures ; and had the President 
pressed his measure, we have little doubt they would have 
reduced their charges to a much greater extent rather than 
submit to public inquiry. The bill was withdrawn, and 
matters now remain as they originally were, with the ex- 
ception that their revenue is reduced by the compara- 
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tively small, sum of 100,000/. So that their nett surplus 
last year, instead of being 300,000/., might only be about 
200,000/., which they had to apply *^to charitable and 
other usesy purposes, and intents, for which the said cor- 
poration has been established and maintained." 

If the surplus return which they made in 1849 be cor- 
rect, it ia so very different from what we make it, that since 
1845, they must either have materially increased their ex- 
penses at Tower Hill — their salaries, their fees, their 
dinners, or considerably augmented their pension list, or 
they must have carried a much larger balance than the 
public are led to suppose towards the liquidation fund 
' — that is, a fund established for the purpose of pur- 
chasing private lighthouses, and authorised by act of 
Parliament. 

We may now inquire briefly into the general powers 
conferred upon a body constituted by a royal charter, 
and supported by letters patent. 

We have always understood that Patents and Charters 
granted to a public body were granted for the public 
good — for the benefit of the community at large, and 
not for the benefit of the individuals forming that body, 
or any others whom they may nominate. That a public 
Board have no individual rights, except as trustees for 
the public interest; and, further, that there is a wide 
distinction to be drawn between a patent granted to an 
individual for his own use, upgn the supposition that it is 
for particular purposes, or for reward, and a patent granted 
to a corporation to act as trustees for the general interest. 
Such is the law, as we understand it ; and, if we understand 
it aright, the strongholds in which the Trinity House have 
so long placed implicit confidence, and trusting to which 
they have assumed so gigantic a power, will be found to be 
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little more substantial, on the score of protection, than a 
castle of cards, if the trusts, which they hold either by Act 
of Parliament or by letters patent, do not produce all the 
benefit which might be obtained. Any Act of Parliament 
may be altered by Parliament ; and considering the nature 
of the taxes which the Trinity House levies, their amount, 
the altered position of the parties upon whom they are 
levied, and the manner in which they are appropriated, 
it seems to be the duty of Parliament to interfere. We 
arrive at this conclusion on various grounds, and have been 
luteisted materially in so doing by a perusal of the volu* 
minous reports of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons of 1834 and 1845, appointed to inquire into 
the state and management of the lighthouses, floating 
lights, buoys and beacons under the charge and manage*- 
ment of the Corporation of Trinity House of Deptford 
Strond, and the evidence given before that Committee. 
But as the substance of this evidence has been embodied 
in a circular of the London Association for the abolition 
of the Light Dues, we cannot do better than here give the 
main portions of that circular, which was published in 
April, 1847. By this it appears that, amongst other 
grievances, the amount levied on shipping for light dues 
is about four times the sum required for maintaining the 
lights. 

That in addition to the grievous burden on shipping 
from the amount of these dues, the embarrassment and 
injury to commerce arising out of the restrictions to the 
shipment of goods in cases where the dues exceed the 
amount of freight, is a further serious penalty on the 
trade of the country, and greatly aggravates the evil 
attending the present system. 

That the coal trade and other coasting trades are 
seriously restricted and crippled by the exorbitant amount 
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of these dues, which, in many cases, amount to 5 per cent; 
on the gross annual earnings of ships. 

That the dues are unequal and oppressive in their 
operation. 

That the Royal Navy, revenue vessels, and pleasure 
yachts, have equally the benefit of the lights without con- 
tributing to their support. 

That due economy is not observed in the manag^nent 
of the lights, and that the mode of collection is trouble^ 
sKxae and expensiva 

That the system of applying the surplus revenue to 
charitable purposes, at the private discretion of the Trinity 
Brethren, contrary to the recommendation of previous 
Committees of Parliament, ought to be put an end ta, and 
other measures, less objectionable, both in principle and 
practice, adopted for the relief of destitute and aged 
seamen. 

That even supposing it to be deemed expedient to con- 
tinue any spedal tax on shipping to defray the annual 
expense of the lights or for charitable purposes, instead 
of adopting the cheaper and preferable mode of a direct 
payment by the State, it is advisable to adopt some other 
mode of levying this tax. 

That from the evidence given before the Committee, the 
lights, buoys, and beacons of most other countries are con* 
ddered as public establishments, and paid for from the 
public treasury. 

That the Trinity Corporation is a self elected and irre- 
sponsible body, in proof of which the Deputy Master, Sir 
John Pelly, in his evidence before a Parliamentary Com- 
mittee states as follows: — (Question 230.) " Do you con- 
sider that Parliament has no right to interfere and control 
you in the management of the lights for the public in- 
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terest?" (Answer.) ** None whatever.*' And in reply to 
other questions, he says, that he considers the lighthouse 
rates as much the property of the Trinity Corporation 
•* as a Freehold Estate.^ Again in answer to Questions 
4652-3, he contends that they have a perfect right to 
apply the surplus revenue of the rates to their own private 
purposes. 

The Association further deprecates the arrangement by 
which the money paid for purchasing back the monopoly 
privileges, so improperly granted to private individuals, 
was charged as a tax upon the shipowner, instead of being 
paid from the Consolidated Fund. The fifth resolution of 
the Committee of the House of Commons being as fol- 
lows : — " That all expenses for the erection and main- 
tenance of lighthouses, floating lights, buoys, and beacons, 
on the coasts of the United Kingdom, be henceforth de- 
frayed out of the public revenue ; and that as the Trinity 
House has incurred a debt, under the authority of the 
6 & 7 Wm. 4. c. 79., in purchasing the rights of private 
individuals for their leases and possession of lighthouses, 
Uie Government ought to take upon it that debt." 

The circular of the Light Dues Association then pro- 
ceeds as follows : — 

'* Nor can this Association see any excuse for the delay. 
It is not alleged that further enquiry is necessary. The 
Report and evidence of the last Committee have exhausted 
the subject, and all enquiry and discussion since confirm 
the views expressed in its Report. The case, in the 
Opinion of this Association, is fully established. It is not 
aware of any objection that has been raised to the relief 
demanded, which has not been satisfactorily answered. 

"No other country is subject to a similar expensive 
and irresponsible system of maritime taxation, and no 
reason has yet been given why British shipowners and the 
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British public should continue liable to the burthens and 
restrictions thus imposed upon them. 

** Petitions for relief have been presented to the House 
of Commons from almost all the principal ports in the 
kingdom ; it is merely to assist in giving expression to the 
general wish and feeling of the country on the subject that 
this Association has been formed; and however much it 
may regret the necessity for such a course, it will feel it 
to be its bounden duty to press the question on the con- 
sideration of Parliament and the public, until adequate 
relief shall be obtained. 

" The Association is aware of the powerful interest it 
has to contend against, but it relies with confidence on 
the justice and absolute necessity of a change in the pre- 
sent system. The Committee has been given to under- 
stand that some small and inadequate reforms would be 
conceded by the advocates of the Trinity Board, but the 
Association cannot sanction any amendment of the system 
which should afford only partial relief. The Association 
therefore feels that it is only responding to the general 
desire of the shipowners of the United Kingdom in making 
this appeal to the Government and to Parliament against 
the continuance of the present system. 

" Instead of the rates now levied on shipping being in 
proportion to the service rendered, as in justice and sound 
policy they ought to be, advantage has been taken of the 
facilities afforded by the Trinity House to convert them 
into a tax treble the amount required to maintain th^ 
lights. 

" The relief sought for has become the more necessary 
inasmuch as that most important branch of navigation, the 
coasting trade, is now suffering severe depression in conse- 
quence of the competition of railway transit, the effects of 
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which hftve already caused a reduction in the Southern 
and Eastern coast trade of the kingdom, to the extent of 
60 per cent.; a depresnon which wiU be fearfully increased 
when several of the yesseb hitherto and still employed in 
the carriage of bread-stuffs shall become disengaged. 

** In proof of the partial and oppressive operation of the 
mtes, the following case, among many others, may be 
dted : — 

^ The contract mail steam packets of the City of Dublin 
Steam Company, performing precisely the same service as 
Her Majesty's mail steamers between Liverpool and 
Kingstown, pay nearly 2000/L a-year for light dues, from 
which charge the latter are entirely exempt ; the same 
Company pays above 6000/. a-year for light dues, and 
would undertake to maintain all the coast lights between 
L/iverpool and Dublin free of expense to the whole world, 
if they were relieved from this charge. 

" Tiiis Assodation submits that in a commercial and 
maritime country it ought to be one of the first duties of 
the Government to preserve its shipping from undue taxa- 
tion, or if it has formerly failed to do its duty in that 
respect, not to postpone for one moment the removal of all 
oppressive burthens — the result of a corrupt or barbarous 
policy — the moment they are proved to exist. 

** Instead of the shipping interest being the first to feel 
the benefit of our recent liberal policy, of which every 
other trade has already shared the advantage, it appears to 
be selected by the Government as the ground upon which 
to make a stand against the further application of the 
principles so liberally and properly applied to other inte- 
rests. So far from being the foremost branch of native 
industry attended to by Parliament, the shipping trade 
appears to receive the least consideration. And this after 
it has been clearly proved, not only that our mercantile 
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shipping, together with our coasting and foreign tnids, 
would ali thereby be greatly benefited^ but that the supply 
of Beamen for the navy would be augmented by the repeal 
of those unjust and exorbitant dues." 

It was three years previous to the repeal of our Nayi- 
gati<m Laws when that circular was issued, and it tells 
with particular force now that British shipping are de-^ 
prived of all their privileges, and left with ali their bur- 
dene, of which the Light Dues are not the least, though, 
unlike other burdens, they are borne equally by the ships 
of oth^ nations entering the ports of this island. 

We proceed to inquire into the impropriation of certain 
large sums from the revenues of the Trinity House, and 
take the pension list first, as the distribution thereof 
seems entirely alien to the purpose for which the light 
dues are levied. We find that from 184 1 to 1846 
inclusive, there was expended in each year respectively, 
for pensions to seaneien, allowances for ahnshouses, and 
occasional charities, sums varying from 35,00021 to 38,33321, 
even though the pension list is limited by charter to 
24,000/. annually. It appears also by the evidence he^ 
fore the Parliamentary Committee, that these pensions 
are distributed in a somewhat curious if not sinister 
manner ; for we find that there were 140 persons resident 
at the small and almost unknown port of Carnarvon on 
their pension list, whilst Dundee, the second port in Scot- 
land, had only IS. That Bideford had 101, whilst Boston 
and other such ports had only 1 . We further find from die 
evidence of Mr. Herbert, " That the patronage as regards 
the admiesion to the alms-houses, &c.^ is entirely eonfined to 
the elder brethren." Now we have no faith in the **good 
results which flow " from charity thus distributed. It is 
even worse than the charity of the Pharisee, as they dis* 
tribute other people's means, levied for an entirdy different 
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puipoee^ upon parties under their own ^' patronage." But 
the main ground of complaint which we have agunet the 
distributors is, that they levy dues under the specific head 
of lights, and appropriate a large portion of them for an 
entirely different purpose. If it be desirable that thero 
should exist a fund, and we do not for a moment ques- 
tion this, '^ for the relief of distressed seamen, thdr widows 
and orphans," it is quite as desirable that such fund should 
be collected under a different denomination than that of 
light dues, more particularly as we are of opinion that 
nothing tends more to facilitate friendly relations and com- 
mercial intercourse between nations than low toUs and 
light charges; and that it is of the utmost importance 
that the charges on the shipping of a maritime nation 
like Great Britain should be reduced to the lowest pos« 
sible degree consbtent with proper management. 

If no other means can be adopted than a levy from the 
light funds to maintain the Trinity pensioners, let the 
Government support those amongst them deserving of 
support from the public revenue, rather than support them 
by a false pretence, out of a tax imposed for a totally dif-* 
ferent purpose. 

" The question," says the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, in their Report, " is less as to the 
application than to the principle on which the surplus 
referred to is collected, and whether for the purposes of 
such a distribution, meritorious as it may be, a large 
sum ought to continue so to be directly levied on the ship- 
ping, either of this country or foreigners, oppressive as it 
not only is to our shipping directly^ but productive of re- 
strictions and imposts upon it in foreign ports, highly 
injurious to our commercial interests, and avowedly de- 
pendent on the continuance of this, together with other 
distinctions unfavourable to foreign navigation." 



TBINITT HOUSE. 169 

It appears that, originally, private individuals who 
erected lighthouses obtained a lease of them from the 
Crown for a definite number of years, with authority to 
charge certain fees on shipping, and that many of these 
became very valuable property. The most valuable of 
them, according to M*Culloch*, were — 

" The Skerries y on a small islet or rock, to the north- 
west of the Island of Anglesea, was granted to the an- 
cestors of its late proprietor, to be^br ever holden by him, 
his heirs, and assignees, by the Act 3 Geo. 2. c. 36., which 
also gave the proprietor power to charge certain rates on 
all vessels passing the light. Previously to its purchase 
by the Trinity House, this light produced a nett revenue 
of about 20,000Z. a year. 

" Harwich Lights^ were held by General Rebow, under 
lease from the Crown, for twenty-two years from the 5th 
of January, 1827, paying to the Crown three-fifths of the 
nett duty collected. 

'* Dungeness Light was held under lease from the Crown 
by the Earl of Leicester for twenty years from Mid- 
summer, 1829. Nett produce of the duties equally 
divided between the Crown and the lessee. The duties 
were reduced at the renewal of the lease from \d, to ^(L 
per ton ; and it was provided, that at its termination the 
lighthouses and buildings connected therewith, and the 
ground on which they are erected, should become the 
property of the Crown. 

*' Wintertonness and Orfordness Lights were held by 
Lord Braybrooke under a lease from the Crown, which 
would have expired on the 1st of June, 1849. Nett 
produce of the duties equally divided between the Crown 
and his lordship. The duties were reduced at the last 

* See Commercial Dictionary, p. 809. 
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renewal of the leaee in 1828, from Id. to ^d. per ton. At 
the expiration of the lease, the lighthouflee, grounds, &e., 
were to become the property of the Crown. 

<' Hunstawt&n Cliff Lights was held by S. Lane, Esq.^ 
«mder a lease from the Crown, which wonld have expired 
in 1849. From the 16«li of October, 1837, 4-15th parts 
of the nett produce would have gone to the Crown; and 
the lighthouses, &c., would have become, at the expiratioa 
of the lease, the property of the Crown, as in the <»8e of 
the Dungeness and Winterton lights. 

'^ The Smalls lighthouse in St. Geoi^e's Channel be^ 
longed originally to the Trinity Corporation ; but haTing 
been leased by that body to private isdividuaJs, it became, 
in consequence of the great increase of naYigation^ a most 
valuable property. In proof of this it is only necessary to 
state thai the Trinity House having, in 1822, proposed to 
purchase the reversion of the lease, which had then fifty* 
four years to run, the lessees demanded for it bo less thaa 
148,430/: The Trinity House subsequently effected the 
purchase ; but, owing to the increase of commerce in the 
interim, they had to pay a laiger sum, notwithstanding 
the diminished lei^h of the lease I This fact affords a 
striking illustration of the extreme inexpediency of the 
practice of leasing lighthouses to private parties* Where* 
ever they are necessary, they ought to be raised at the 
public expense, and the fees kept as low as possible. 
There cannot, in fact, be any greater improvideaace or 
abuse, than to make over to a private individual or asso- 
ciation a power to levy, for a long series of years, a certain 
amount of toU on the ships passing particular lights. The 
renewals mentioned above are, however, the last trans- 
actions of the sort that are ever likely to occur; for by the 
Act 6 & 7 WilL 4. c. 79., the whole right and property in 
the Harwich, Dungeness, Wintertonness, and Orfordness, 
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imd HunstMiton li^ts was vested in the Trinity House, 
subjeet to the existing leases ; and the Corporation has also 
acsqiiired, under ihe powers conveyed to them in the same 
act, the property of the Skerries lighthouse, and of the 
Spurn and other lights. Hence, aU the lighthouses on 
the coast, with the exception of those belonging to other 
Boaids, are now subject to the same management aad 
regulations ; and it is also enacted by the Act 6 & 7 Will. 4. 
c. 79., that no lighthouse shall be erected on the Scotch or 
Irish coasts, without the approval of the Trinity Houfi^ 
and that the officers of the latter shall at all times have 
power to enter upon and examine such lights." 

It further appears by the evidence that this system of 
leasing lighthouses to private individuals has been attended 
with the greatest evils, for by the Report of the same 
Committee we find that, for six of such lightliouses alone» 
there had been levied the enormous sum of 217,872iL*, and 
that, after paying the Urge sum of 42,0867. for collectioa 
of rates and maintenanoe of lights, there remained a sur^dus 
of 157,7867. Whereas if the leases of these lighthouses 
had been transferred from the hands of private individuate^ 
" the whole expense of maintaining them, at the average 
rate of 5117. for each light, would only have amounted, 
since the periods of their renewal, to 13,5417., and the 
sum of 204,3317. would thus have been saved to the 
flipping, or made available for lighthouse purposes, de- 
ducting ojAj the additional charge for collection, at the 
rate of 77. 17*. Sd. per cent." Towsurds the purchase 
therefore of such private lights, a large amount aimually 
of the revenue of the Trinity House is ostensibly funded ; 
and another large portion thereof appropriated, as occasion 
may require, towards the liquidation of a debt which that 

* See Report of Ligbtbouses, 1884, p. 54. 
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Corporation had previously contracted for such lighthouses 
which they had purchased. The present state of that 
fund we are very desirous to know, but it is kept as a 
mystery. 

The equity, without at all considering the policy, of 
specially taxing the shipping interest, for the purpose of 
purchasing back a monopoly improperly granted to pri- 
vate individuals, appears very questionable indeed. 

As preceding Parliaments granted these leases, it would 
seem to be the duty of the present Parliament to repur- 
chase what their predecessors sold or gave away, from 
the consolidated fund, and not solely from the pockets 
of private individuals. If, it may be said, we thus re- 
lieve our shipowners from a heavy tax, we, at the same 
time, relieve foreign shipping from their proportion of 
that tax, and place upon our shipowners as subjects a 
smaller tax which foreign shipowners will not be called 
upon to bear, — we may answer, that it will be a very small 
tax indeed ; and that, if considered desirable, a like small 
tax may be levied on foreign ships frequenting our ports, 
so as to place them on the same footing with ourselves. 
We would further, in the words of the Committee to which 
we have so often referred, beg to recommend, " that aU ex- 
penses," — as is the case in the United States of America 
— " for the erection and maintenance of lighthouses, float- 
ing lights, buoys, and beacons on the coasts of the United 
Kingdom, be henceforth defrayed out of the public re- 
venue ; " and when we consider the very small amount, 
which, under proper management, would be required for 
the efficient maintenance of our lights, buoys, and beacons, 
such would appear to be the more advisable method of 
disposing of that portion of the question. Under these 
circumstances, we should expect that all other nations would 
admit our shipping to their ports free of any similar 
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charge. We would, however, at the same time recommend, 
that a somewhat different course be adopted to that which 
our Government took in throwing open our ports ; and 
that we only admit the vessels of those countries free from 
light charges, who now allow, or by special agreement 
consent to allow, our vessels to enter their ports free of 
similar burdens. We must not leave other nations, after 
we admit their ships, to admit ours on similar terms when 
it suits their purpose ; for we fear many of these nations 
would never find it suitable, if we may judge by the con- 
cessions they have made to us since we admitted their ships 
to our carrying trade. 

We should thus dispose in a very summary manner of 
the bulk of the next items which come under our review, 
such as " salaries to elder brethren," " establisment at 
Tower Hill," "general charges," and other "incidental" 
and "dinner" expenses, amounting annually to close upon 
30,000/. as we conceive that a somewhat less expensive 
" establishment" would then suflSce. 

The charge for the collection and maintenance of our 
lights might also be considerably reduced: and whether 
the mode we have suggested be adopted or not, it is 
essential that such reduction should take place. That 
they can be reduced without being rendered less efficient, 
we have abundance of proof in the evidence given before 
the select Committee of the House of Commons. 

From it we learn, that the same friendly relations 
which appeared to exist between the pensioners at various 
towns and the elder brethren, at one time extended, if 
they do not now, to the collectors of light dues also, 
for, in the words of the Committee*, "there does not 
appear to be any rule for these rates or allowances decreas- 

* See Report, p. 15. 
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ing as the amount of collection increases, as at Aberyst^ 
with, where the gross amount collected is only 42/., the 
rate for the collection allowed is 20 per cent ; whilst at 
Scarborough, where only 22/. is collected, the commission 
is 15 per cent. ; at Gloucester, where the amount collected 
is 545L, the per centage is 20 per cent. ; whilst at Maldon 
12^ per cent, is allowed on 222iL collected. At South- 
ampton 12 j per cent, is allowed on 632/. ; and only 7^ 
per cent, on 595L at Rochester ; at Liverpool 6 per cent, 
is charged on 6,807/., whilst at London the charge for 
office establishment at the Trinity House, on the gross 
receipt of 26,580/. amounts to 1,510/., or 5f per cent" 

It further appears that 16,914/. was paid in one year 
for the collection of 162,717/. of dues for 69 public general 
lights in England alone, whilst the charge for the mainte- 
nance of all these lights was only 45,013/., showing the 
expense of collection to exceed one-third of the whole 
charges of maintenance of these lights. As it has how- 
ever been clearly proved by the evidence, and most of 
our readers will have very little difficulty in understanding 
it, that respectable persons can be found, who will give 
good and sufficient security, and undertake the collection 
at from 2^ to 5 per cent, it is difficult to see why such 
persons should not be employed. 

The next item is the cost of maintenance, and from the 
same Report, we find that " the average expense of each of 
the 36 land lights, under the Trinity House, in England, 
is 511/., and of 13 floating lights, is 1,334/. eadi; the 
average charge of 34 land lights in Ireland, 500/. ; and of 
three floating lights, 1,080/. each ; and the average of 22 
land lights in Scotland, under the Northern Commissioners, 
514/. each. In 1831, the expense of Winterton lighthouse 
was 251/. ; of Orfordness, two lights, 613/., and of the two 
Harwich lights, 519/. 
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'^ That the lighthouses in France are under the manage- 
ment of the Commissioners for Bridges and Boads, and the 
whole of the expense is paid by the French Treasury. 
There were in 1830, in all, 60 lights on the coast of 
France; and the expense £ov 1834 for 73 lights is es- 
timated at 200,000 francs, or about 8,000/. sterling, being 
about 110/. each on an average. The English lights are 
considered in general very good, and sufficient for the 
purposes they are intended for, and superior to the gene- 
rality of the French lights, nmny of which are Harbour 
lights, and perhaps «nall in comparison with the sea 
lights; but the difference of expense of maintenance of the 
French and British lights is so great, that an inquiry 
ought to be instituted whether any, and what reductions 
of expense can be effected in our lights. The lamps and 
light apparatus are all made in Paris, under the care 
of the engineer in chief, who is Secretary to the Light 
Commission. 

" The lights in France are lighted and kept in order by 
contract, made for nine years from 1830, and the specifi- 
cation of every requisite is very minute. Engineers under 
the Commission of Roads and Bridges attend to the fulfil- 
ment of the contract. By the contract of 1829, laid before 
your Committee, the expense of the light of Cape Frehel 
(in Department Cote du Nord), of eight double Argand 
burners, and revolving, was 6,234 francs, or 264/.; the 
charge for the Cordaun (Department of Gironde,) a lens of 
the first order, revolving, was 11,851 francs, or 493/.; 
the light at Dunkirk, of the third order, 3,396 francs, or 
141/. But these charges should be compared with the 
charges for the lights of the same class in the United 
Kingdom." 

By this report we farther learn that the " annual charge 
of maintaining a lens light of the first order in France, is 
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about 340^ per annum, while that of a light of the most 
powerful kind in England amounts to 650/., or there- 
abouts ; in explanation of which difference, it is observed, — 

^^ 1st. Salaries to light keepers in England are understood 
to be nearly double those in France. 

" 2d. The price of Spermaceti oil used in England, is 
stated to be double that of the Oil de Colza used in France. 

"3d. The expense of keeping up the lighthouse and 
buildings attached to it, is included in the annual expense 
for an English light, while that for the French light com- 
prises no charge but the bare expense for lighting." 

Such is the substance of the Report agreed to by the 
Committee of 1845, upon which no step has yet been 
taken by Parliament. And when it is considered that 
many of the most valuable recommendations contained in 
that Report were merely repetitions of those from pre- 
vious Committees never carried out, some idea may be 
formed of the vast arrear of justice due to the shipowner 
by Parliament. 

From the evidence of Lieutenant Drummond*, it further 
appears, " that by a consumption of oil, equivalent to that 
of 17 common lamps, an effect is produced in the French 
lighthouses, equal to that which is produced in the English 
lighthouses by the consumption of 30 such lamps ; " and 
which arises from the more scientific manner in which 
the reflectors are placed, and from the improved descrip- 
tion of burners and lenses used by the French. Thus by 
following the example of that nation, if we cannot im- 
prove upon them, we should materially reduce the cost 
of our lights, without in any way deteriorating their bril- 
liancy, or effect. 

There are many minor points requiring reform con- 

* See Minutes of Evidence, p. 164. of Report. 
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nected with our lighthouses which it is unnecessary for us 
here to enter upon — such as the abolition of resident 
agents at various ports, whose duty it is to visit the lights, 
and see that the keepers thereof attend to their duty, but 
who, as it appears by the evidence, very rarely pay them a 
visit. The constitution of a more efficient, and scientific, 
and responsible board in London; and other important 
alterations which will flow from the entire revision of the 
constitution of the Trinity House of Deptford Strond, or, 
what is better, its entire abolition. A thorough revision 
or abolition of that society we require for the reasons we 
have adduced, and which may be briefly summed up in the 
following heads : — 

1st. Because the whole of the large amount of revenue 
derivable from light dues is under the control of self- 
elected, inefficient, and irresponsible bodies. 

2ndly. Because the duties levied on shipowners for the 
maintenance ostensibly of lighthouses are oppressively 
heavy, unequitably levied, and injurious to commerce. 

3rdly. Because a large portion of these duties are appro- 
priated to purposes entirely alien to that for which they 
were levied. 

4thly. Because proper and due economy is not ob- 
served in the management of our lighthouses, more par- 
ticularly in those under the care of the Corporation of the 
Trinity House. A revision there surely must be ; but it 
were better were it abolished, and the power vested in 
another body, differently constituted. 

And, lastly, because we cannot admit the principle, 
that any particular class of the community should be bur- 
dened with certain taxes levied for the purpose of pur- 
chasing from private individuals certain privileges which 
were granted by the State to their ancestors. What the 
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State grants the State should re-purchase from the con- 
fiolidated funds^ when it is considered advisable so to do. 

There is another monopoly, of a somewhat similar 
nature, which requires a passing notice. 

With royal charters, traceable to the very early period 
of Edward the Confessor, confirmed by William the Con- 
queror, and various subsequent monarchs, and with powers 
and privileges quite as great, though more limited in their 
sphere of action than those of the " Trinity," are the 
Cinque Ports of Dover, Sandwich, Romney, Hythe, and 
Hastings, — ports which were once so powerful that they 
possessed a warlike fleet, and so audacious that they made 
piratical excursions in defiance of all public faith. 

The Duke of Wellington, who is the Lord Warden, has 
the authority of Admiral in the Cinque Ports and its de- 
pendencies, with power to hold a Court of Admiralty, 
Courts of Law and Equity, and is the general returning 
officer of all the ports. For these and other honorary duties 
— which are performed by a salaried lieutenant, assisted by 
various subordinate officers, and a staff of sinecure captains 
at Deal, Walmer, and Sandgate Castles, Archcliff Fort, 
and Moats Bulwark, — his Grace receives a remune- 
ration of 3000/. per annum. Though we trust the vene- 
rable and illustrious Duke may be long spared to enjoy it, 
we at the same time hope that when he is summoned from 
amongst us, the office of Lord Warden, and its unneces- 
sary and expensive retinue, may be entirely swept away. 
A thousand or five hundred years ago, or even at more 
recent dates, there might have been sound reasons for 
granting to certain ports peculiar powers and privileges 
which others did not possess ; and there might have existed 
solid excuses for allowing one town to levy a tax upon 
another town, or upon a particular branch, of the commu- 
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nity. But there are none now. In case of war, we should 
not now require the " good and loyal inhabitants " of 
Dover, Sandwich, Romney, Hythe, and Hastings, to act 
a more conspicuous part, than those of London, Man- 
chester, and Glasgow. An invasion would not be stayed 
by their exertions. Our ships of war could guard the 
Downs and the Straits of Dover without their aid ; and the 
guards conveyed in a couple of hours notice from London, 
would present a rather more formidable array on the beach 
than their freemen. 

There is an end to all things mortal. The peculiar 
services which the Cinque Ports were to render in return 
for the privileges which their royal charters bestowed, have 
been long since dispensed with. They have had a very fair 
lease of many most lucrative and peculiar benefits, even 
since the period when their services — which at all times 
were questionable — could not possibly be of any peculiar 
advantage. We therefore trust that when the Govern- 
ment are inquiring into the particular burdens upon ship- 
ping, they will not forget to inquire into and cancel the 
exclusive privileges attached to these ports. 

If we were asked, what were the direct and particular 
privileges of Dover, Hythe, Hastings, &c., we might 
find it a somewhat difiScult task to particularise them. 
They are ranked amongst those sort of unseen things 
which generally prove most lucrative, and which our 
readers can better understand than we can describe. The 
retired post-captains, lieutenants, and masters of Dover and 
that vicinity, are the luckiest post-captains, lieutenants, and 
masters in Great Britjdn. Their pilots are the best paid of 
any pilots in the kingdom, and by far the most indepen- 
dent Dover, with its stupendous chalky cliffs, would have 
been the last place in England we should have thought of, 
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for planting a harbour of refuge ; yet a so-called harbour 
of refuge is there constructed, and enormous sums of money 
liave found their way from the Exchequer to Dover — 
to be refunded by a toll on shipping, while not one out of 
every twenty of the vessels so taxed dare take it for refuge 
in a gale, Ramsgate, again, is a still more striking proof 
of the unseen privileges which royal charters and patronage 
indirectly confer. Sovereigns from our Exchequer have 
gone in ship loads there — enough in themselves to build 
golden piers to the harbour of refuge, which is even more 
worthless than that of Dover; and all these sovereigns 
have come, and are still coming, from the earnings of the 
most industrious and most useful class of our shipowners — 
the small shipowners of England. They are ground low 
enough by foreign competition, without being ground 
any lower by peculiar, oppressive, and, we might add, un- 
necessary, local burdens. It may appear a small tax, 
though it be not so; for such as it is, their profits are 
often too small to pay it ; and many a time have we been 
told by these industrious men, that had it not been for the 
" Dover and Ramsgate duesy^ they should have left enough 
after one voyage to have maintained their families while 
they were away upon another. 

To the maintenance of these comparatively worthless 
harbours of refuge, the shipowners of the Cinque Ports do 
not subscribe. They are exempt from all such dues. 
This is another of their peculiar privileges. That of 
Bamsgate is still unfinished, and our readers may depend 
upon it that, while its commissioners and engineers con- 
tinue to have their drafts cashed by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, they will not be in any particular huny 
in finishing it. 

Another peculiar privilege of the Cinque Ports is the 
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licensing of pilots hj the lord warden or his lieutenant for 
the time being, who have the exclusive right of piloting 
vessels from the Downs to Gravesend, and from all places 
within these limits. The number of these pilots is now 
limited to 120^ and as their charges have not been sub« 
jected to any reduction since the palmy days of high 
freights, they hold a very snug monopoly. For instance5 
their charge for a vessel drawing twenty-one feet of water, 
from the Downs to Blackwall is 28/. 13^. Sd, 

This leads us to the general question of pilotage; a 
question which we will, however, only briefly notice, as it 
is one to which Parliament has already given much atten- 
tion, and during the past twenty years it has been well 
considered and niaterially simplified and improved. 

In 1836 a commission was appointed to inquire into the 
laws and regulations relating to pilotage, and many very 
necessary and very excellent regulations were suggested 
in their report, on which an Act of Parliament was after- 
wards introduced. On the 1st of August 1849, a further 
act was introduced, by which masters and mates of mer- 
chant vessels, after passing an examination before legally 
constituted authorities, were allowed to pilot vessels within 
the limits in regard to which they had passed their exami- 
nation. This was a bold step in the right direction, for in 
our own experience we have found that licensed pilots on 
board of vessels, and more especially steam vessels trading 
between London and the continental ports, were of no 
service, and, often a positive injury, as they could not 
know the Channel and the effect of the tides better than 
the master or mates of vessels who for years had made the 
same voyage weekly, or bi-monthly, and could not be 
expected to know half so well the working properties of 
the vessel under their temporary charge as pilots. 
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We would not go the length that many do, and pro- 
pose that it should be entirely voluntary, whether the 
master of any ship engaged in any trade engage a pilot or 
not, as in fair winds and fine weather it is seldom their 
services would be required, except where the navigation 
was very intricate ; and in stormy weather we could not 
expect that these men would look out for ships under such 
circumstances, and thus valuable property might be often 
placed in great jeopardy. We would, however, suggest 
that the whole subject be again thoroughly revised, and 
regulations adopted suited to the great changes which have 
recently taken place in the mode of navigation, and the 
position of shipping. At many ports, and with various de- 
scriptions of vessels, the engagement of a pilot might, with 
perfect safety, be made voluntary. At other ports, and with 
other vessels, more particularly those engaged in distant 
voyages, it would not be prudent to grant this option for 
various reasons. In all cases of steam or sailing vessels, 
regularly employed in foreign voyages which did not 
exceed one month, it would. In cases of like vessels en- 
gaged in voyages exceeding in duration one month it 
might not, as a general rule, be advisable to make it 
voluntary. To establish a fixed rule, applicable to all 
cases, we are well aware would be somewhat diflScult, if 
not impracticable ; but the subject, for the reason we have 
stated, demands a fresh inquiry; and, considering the 
altered state of society, the alterations in the mode of 
navigation, the material reduction in the price of the 
necessaries of life, and the entire change in the position 
of our shipping interest, it can hardly be disputed that 
the rates, at least of pilotage, should throughout be re- 
duced, — more particularly the rates chargeable by those 
pilots who hold their appointment from the Corporations 
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of the Cinque Ports, and the Trinity House of Deptford 
Strond. 

The state of commerce, and the prospective gains of 
shipowners, having so materially altered within these last 
two years, we consider it essential, that all institutions^ 
and all taxes, charges, or burdens bearing upon shipping, 
should undergo a thorough revision : and for this purpose 
we should further desire that the port charges and rates 
of pilotage, not merely at the ports in Great Britain, but 
also at all ports within the British colonies or possessions, 
should undergo a like ordeal. To particularise the whole 
would occupy much more space and time than we can at 
present devote to it. 

We will merely take one port, the first in a book 
styled the "Directory of Foreign Port Charges" now 
before us, viz. CalctUta. It is appropriate enough, as it is 
the principal port in our Eastern dominions. The " Cutty 
pUot establishment," says this book, " consists of twelve 
vessels, capable of maintaining their stations in the most 
boisterous season, twelve branch pilots, twenty-four masters, 
twenty-four first mates, twenty-four second mates, and be- 
tween seventy and eighty volunteers. Each branch pilot 
has a salary of 70/. per month, each master 27/., and first 
mates 15/., and all vessels pay the same pilotage," which 
we find, amounts to 650 rupees outwards, and 590 rupees 
inwards, on a vessel drawing twenty-one feet of water, 
and in proportion for the respective draughts of water of 
the vessels piloted. Now 650 and 590 rupees is a goodly 
sum to pay for entering and leaving the port of Calcutta. 
It amounts, at the average exchange of 2^. per rupee, to 
120/. But this is not all — very far from it. In the 
days of the Honourable East India Company, when their 
ships enjoyed exclusively the right of that trade, an(J 
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when, of course, they obtained any rates of fteight the 
Honourable Company pleased to stipulate, ranging from 
50L to 15L per ton, they could well afford to pay a pilot- 
age charge of 120/., and could also afford to give a present 
of from 500 to 2000 rupees, as the case might be, to the 
pilots for performing their duty. The times, however, 
are very materially changed. Last accounts from Cal- 
cutta quote freights there at 25s. per ton, and tonnage 
exceedingly abundant ; but the rates of pilotage are un- 
changed, and the '^presents'' to pilots, through a long 
established custom, are now as essential as the pilotage 
itself. It is true that they cannot in a court of law 
enforce payment of the ** present" as they would the 
pilotage ; but rumour gives it, though difficult to conceive, 
that if the ** present" is not bestowed besides the pilot- 
age, there is a dangerous shoal in the river Hoogly, called 
the ^^Ann and Mary^ on which it is not unlikely the ship 
may ground. It is true that if one of our ships was to 
ground on that shoal, or any other shoal in the river, and 
it should so happen that the master of that particular 
ship bad not promised this handsome ^^ present," we should, 
demand, and no doubt obtain, an investigation. As there 
are, however, thousands of shipowners who would not, or 
could not, do this, we think that, in justice to such men, 
the Honourable East India Company would do well to 
pass an order that no pilot in their service shall, on any 
consideration, receive either fee, reward, or present, except 
such as he is by law entitled to. It is, indeed, a stain 
upon the Honourable Company that they should have 
allowed so iniquitous and dangerous a custom to have 
crept into any branch of their service. 

On the other hand, the charges still maintained at that 
port, quite independent of pilotage, are enormous. No 
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ship can leave it under 1/. per ton. For the use of a steam- 
tug 400 Company's rupees are charged per diem ; and the 
pilots there appear to hold so gentlemanly a monopoly, 
that since steam-tugs have been introduced, they feel that 
a ship cannot be piloted properly without them. Formerly, 
when the lead was hove, they had a special man of their 
own to heave it, and he in turn had a special man to 
haul the wet line on board, lest his kid gloves might be 
soiled. The steamers tend in no ordinary manner to ease 
the mind of the " branch pilots," and prevent the neces- 
sity of boxing and tacking. The gloves of the " second 
mates and volunteers" have less chance of being soiled; 
and the "special man" who hauls on board the wet line is 
considerably relieved in his arduous duty by having to 
haul it so very seldom when a steamer is a-head, that 
it is now considered impracticable to take any ship up 
or down " tliat dangerous river ^^ the Hoogly, without a 
steamer ; and for all this the impoverished shipowner has 
to pay. Then there is, besides, the tow-boat inwards, 
13 rupees per diem;, chain moorings, varying from 5 to 
10 rupees per diem ; magazine duty ; and various other 
minor, indirect, and oppressive charges ; all well enough, it 
may be said, in the days of 20Z. per ton freights, but 
quite a different thing now with 25*. freights. 

In fine, though Calcutta calls for especial notice, the 
port charges and pilotages at all our ports require re- 
vision. They require to be altered to the altered position 
of shipowners and the times. It might be well at the 
same time, were our Government to draw the attention of 
foreign governments to the same subject. Economy is 
the order of the day : and ships visiting ports could better 
have afforded to pay 20/. charges twenty years since than 
they can afford to pay 10/. now. Besides, it is quite as 
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much a merchant's as a shipowner's question. Look at 
Singapore, and all free and cheap ports, how they are 
shooting a-head of others which maintain high charges on 
shipping. Those interested in the prosperity of such ports, 
if they desire to keep pace with their more economical 
neighbours, must sweep away all monopolies, and reduce 
all charges to the lowest point consistent with efficient 
management. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Consulage^ Manning^ and Duties of Shipowners* 

Duties of Consuls. — Objections to their being allowed to Trade, and 
to mode of remunerating them. — ^Other means suggested. — Man- 
ning. — Crew must be Three-fourths British. — Objections to this 
Law. — Right of Men-of-war to deprive Merchant Ships of Sea- 
men. — Injurious directly and indirectly to Owners, and the Mer- 
cantile Marine. — Stamp Duties on Marine Policies, should be 
abolished. — Timber for Shipbuilding should be admitted free of 
Duty. — Stores of British Ships should not be placed under Seal in 
a British Port. — Hints to Shipowners regarding their^ Duties in 
relation to Seamen, &c. &c. 

Though we have thought it best to devote a separate 
chapter to various grievances requiring a special and sepa- 
rate review, there are others, not less vexatious and in- 
jurious, which we may bring before our readers in a more 
condensed form ; and, therefore, in the present chapter we 
shall not confine ourselves to one subject of complaint. 

Few will gainsay the often repeated statement that our 
system of consulage tends to encourage the insubordination 
of crews, and, to a certain extent palliates, in a very 
natural but extraordinary manner, the oifence of desertion^ 
which, with its consequent evils, is the bane of the British 
merchant service. This arises almost entirely from the 
mode in which our consuls are remunerated. 

It must be clearly understood that our only complaint 
is against the system — the mode of remunerating consuls. 
The office itself is necessary, and in both a national and 
commercial point of view could not be dispensed with by 
the subjects of the country thus represented at a foreign 
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port. The duties of consuls are both important and multi- 
farious. They consist in watching over the commercial 
interests of the subjects of the State they represent ; in 
rendering assistance to them in all questions of doubt; 
in protecting them from any unnecessary and unjustifiable 
demands in the prosecution of their various avocations; 
in representing their grievances to the authorities at the 
place where they reside, or to the ambassador of their 
sovereign, or to the Government at home, and in seeing 
that the conditions of commercial treaties are properly ob- 
served. In fine, the whole duty of a consul is to make the 
subjects of the country which he represents, within the 
limits of his consulship, as comfortable, and their trans- 
actions as advantageous and secure, as it is possible for 
him to do. In some countries his jurisdiction is much 
greater and more important ; for in the Turkish dominions 
it is agreed by our treaties that any difference or dispute 
between English subjects is to be decided by the consul, 
without any interference on the part of the law oflScers of 
that country, or any appeal to their courts ; and that, in 
any dispute which may arise between an Englishman and 
a Turk, the judge shall not decide thereon, until the am- 
bassador or consul be present. That he shall, under no 
pretence whatever, be imprisoned, nor his house sealed up, 
nor himself sent away; and that the property of all subjects 
of the British nation dying in the Turkish dominions shall 
be delivered to the English consul for distribution to the 
legitimate heirs. In our treaties with the United States 
of America, and with Sweden, it is also stipulated that the 
consuls appointed by either Government to reside within 
the dominions of the other, or their substitutes, shall, as 
such, have the right of acting as judges or arbiters in all 
cases of difference which may arise between the captains 
and crews of the vessels of the nations whose affairs s^re 
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entrusted to their care ; and that the respective Govern- 
ments shall have no right to interfere in such affairs, 
except in the case of the conduct of the crews disturbing 
public order and tranquillity or where the consul of the 
place may call for the intervention or support of the 
executive power, in order to cause his decision to be 
respected. It being, however, understood in these treaties 
that the judgment of the consul does not deprive the 
respective parties of their right of appealing, on their 
return, to the judicial authorities of their country. 

It is the duty of the English consul abroad to relieve 
all distressed British mariners, to grant a daily allowance 
for their support, and to send them home in the first 
British vessel that sails for England, keeping a regular ac- 
count of his disbursements, which he must transmit yearly, 
or oftener if required, to the Navy Office, attested by two 
British merchants of the place. His duty is, further, not 
to permit a British merchant ship to leave the port where 
he resides without a passport, and this he is not to grant 
until the master and crew have satisfied all just demands 
upon them. 

In some ports British consuls are allowed to trade. In 
others, they are restricted exclusively to the duties of 
their consulship, but it does not appear that there is any 
definite order in either respect depending on the extent of 
their duties. It may have been difficult to draw the line. 
It would, however, in our opinion be desirable to confine 
all exclusively to the duties of their office, more particularly 
in ports where the trade with Great Britain exceeded 
certain limits ; though in those ports which were seldom 
frequented by British ships, and where they have no pecu- 
liar political functions to serve, there may be less neces- 
sity for prohibiting them from carrying on business on 
their own account, should it happen that suitable persons 
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could not be found to fill the oflSce, and confine themselves 
entirely to it for such remuneration as our Grovemment 
might feel warranted in offering. But as there can be 
little doubt, that in eveiy port to which we trade, a suit- 
able person, retired from business, may be found to per- 
form the duties for a merely nominal remuneration, it 
would tend materially to our interests were our consuls 
abroad prohibited from trading, more especially as their 
duties are of such a nature as renders it very inexpe- 
dient that they should engage in any kind of mercantile 
pursuits. Their interests as traders will, to a certain 
extent, invariably appear to be in opposition to the jmrties 
on whose behalf they are appointed; and under these 
circumstances their proceedings must always be liable to 
the suspicion of partiality. Consuls engaged in trade 
also labour under great disadvantages in procuring in- 
formation which it is desirable should be transmitted to 
their respective Governments without delay. Most mer- 
chants will be cautious in their communications to them ; 
and should they, perchance, be the first to receive the 
information, they may, in their capacity as merchants or 
traders, use it in a manner injurious to those engaged in a 
similar branch of commerce with themselves. 

For these and other reasons it would be well for the 
Government to institute an inquiry as to how the duties 
of our consuls have been performed ; and such inquiry, we 
have little doubt, would lead to a complete reorganisation 
of our whole system of consulage — a system which we 
fear teems with evil. 

Should this inquiry be instituted, it will no doubt lead 
to a law by which all our consuls shall be remunerated 
entirely by fixed annual salaries, and whereby it will be- 
come imperative upon them to render an account of all 
receipts as well as disbursements to the Treasury, through 
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the Naval Board. The next question is the charges. The 
consular fees, now levied, though they have been reduced 
since the Mercantile Marine Act came into operation on 
the 1st January 1851, are almost exclusively taxes on 
British shipping ; on this account they require particular 
notice from us. They consist of fees for the signature 
to the ship's manifest — for a certificate of origin — for 
bill of health — for signature of muster roll — for attesta- 
tion of a signature — for administering an oath — for seal 
of office or signature to any other document — for noting 
a protest — for order of a survey — for extending a protest 
or survey ; and a very extra fee when the consul attends 
out of his office in the case of shipwreck. And what 
makes the hardship still greater, is the fact that the greater 
the amount of disaster to British vessels at Foreign ports, 
the more numerous and excessive are the consular charges. 
All the fees, being fully three-fourths of the whole which 
the consul is authorised to levy by Act of Parliament, fall 
exclusively upon British ships frequenting the port where 
he resides : and though they might be borne when such 
ships enjoyed the benefits of a protected trade, they are 
oppressive now, when our vessels are forced to contend 
with those of other nations not subjected to similar bur- 
dens. As an instance of the hardship and amount of these 
fees, we may mention that the consular fees alone, on a 
small brig, the " Leo," 200 tons register, once under our 
management, which last year was obliged to put into 
Callao in distress, amounted to no less a sum than 98|^ 
dollars. 

We object, however, less to the amount levied, oppres- 
sive as it is in many instances, than to the injurious 
consequences often arising from the mode in which such 
fees are levied. It will be noticed that there are stipu- 
lated fees for every time the consul attaches his signature 
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to the muster roll ; and this must, consequently, be every 
time a fresh seaman has been shipped to supply the place 
of one who has died, been discharged, or, as is much more 
frequently the case, one who has deserted. The consul 
has thus a pecuniary interest in every British seaman who 
dies, is discharged, or deserts at the port where he is 
resident* Though strange accounts of the conduct of some 
of our consuls in their mode of managing cases of desertion 
abroad have reached our ears, it is neither our province 
nor our desire to impugn their honesty or honour; but 
this much we may say, that such are the infirmities of 
human nature, that the fee for discharge has had a ten- 
dency to tempt some of them to listen to the frivolous 
complaints of seamen, made against their employers for no 
other purpose than to obtain their discharge in a port where 
they could secure greatly enhanced wages. Such fees 
may also have prevented consuls being over assiduous in 
their exertions to recover and sufficiently punish deserters. 

The tendency of such a system must be to make func- 
tionaries wink at or encourage evil, and, consequenly, it 
either ought to be entirely abolished, or the consul should 
not be allowed to participate in the fees. 

Considering that the principal duty of a consul is to 
protect the interests of British subjects resident at the port 
where he is stationed, and considering further, that those 
residents derive considerable benefit from his presence and 
support, we are of opinion that such parties ought to be 
called upon to c-ontribute in a somewhat larger proportion 
towards his maintenance, and that, for the reasons already 
given, the contributions levied on British ships frequenting 
those ports should be proportionally diminished. 

There is another question which, since the repeal of the 
Navigation Law, demands the serious consideration of the 
Legislature. It is well-known that in their repeal great 
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principles were involved — freedom, or restriction under 
certain conditions. The majority of the members of both 
houses of Parliament pronounced in favour of the former. 
In doing so, however, it was with the impression that 
that freedom would be made perfect. That consular 
fees, and all such burdens, should be swept away, and 
that, in fact, the shipowners of this country, while they 
were left to pursue their avocations unprotected, should, 
at the same time, have the privilege of being, like their 
competitors, unburdened, unfettered, and unrestricted. 
Here, at least, one great difficulty arose — freedom in 
manning British ships. The interests of the mercantile 
marine and our national defences were so blended to- 
gether, that to maintain them in a perfect state, the 
former, it was supposed, must be burdened. This, it is 
true, was found both a difficult and delicate question to 
deal with, but it is one which ought to have received more 
calm and serious consideration than it appears to have 
done when a bill was introduced to repeal those laws. 
Let us simplify the case. Labour forms an important 
item in the current expenses of a ship. An English and 
an American vessel are employed in the trade between 
this country and Calcutta. Suppose them to be alike in 
all respects, and their gross amount of earnings to be the 
same in the course of twelve months — each carry thirty 
seamen. The owner of the American ship is allowed to 
engage his men in the cheapest market — that is, from, the 
seamen of any country. The owner of the English vessel 
is bound by our present laws to have a crew, whereof at 
least three-fourths are British subjects. He is thus con-: 
fined to one market. In the one case there is competition, 
and wages are reduced ; in the other there is none, and 
they are maintained. It may, therefore, follow, that the 
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American finds his crew at 30«. per month per seaman ; 
while the Englishman, from his confined market, is com- 
pelled to pay 40i, per month. Under this supposition the 
former would have an advantage over the latter, to the ex- 
tent of 180/. per annum. We feel certain, that our legis- 
lature never meant that such should be the case, though 
they may have felt it might be so. They, too, must have 
perceived the difiiculty. They wished to retain the mer- 
chant service as a nursery for seamen, from which their 
vessels of war might be supplied. They imagined that if 
seamen of every country were, without restriction, ad- 
mitted into that service, that supply might, in cases of 
jBmergency, prove uncertain and precarious, and to pre- 
vent the possibility of such an occurrence, they saddled 
our shipowners with the duty, in times of peace, of main- 
taining, at an extra cost, a class of seamen suitable for 
their purpose in times of war. This is one of the many 
burdens which, under present circumstances, the mercan- 
tile marine of this country is not entitled to bear. Why 
one class of the community should be compelled to sup- 
port a body of men necessary to the protection of another 
class, is a remnant of a law which, while it exists, is at 
variance with all our ideas of free trade legislation, and 
sets at defiance the fundamental principles of our present 
^government. We might, with as much justice, billet 
our soldiers on the Manchester manufacturers, or call 
upon coal owners to maintain our dockyards, or the iron 
masters to find the wherewithal for our pension lists. 

How to remove this unfair burden from the shoulders of 
our shipowners, is one of the great difiSculties which the 
repeal of the navigation laws created. That it must be 
removed is a matter upon which there cannot, however, be 
two opinions. In furtherance of this object, if we were to 
propose a bounty of 10^. for every seaman so engaged in 
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our merchant ships, it would be said to be a relic of 
the most rigid days of protection — the re-admission of 
such a principle, which even our cautious forefathers had 
denounced and condemned, would therefore be at once 
scouted. 

We must therefore deal with it in a way suited to the 
notions of the aga On examination, Government will dis- 
cover that the fear of not finding British seamen to man 
their ships of war, while we possess a merchant navy, is 
more imaginary than real ; and one sure way to maintain 
that merchant navy, now that it has been deprived of all 
protection, is to give it, in all matters, perfect freedom 
— the right of unfettered and untrammelled action. 

This leads to a somewhat curious, but still in our 
opinion, a correct line of reasoning in support of what we 
have stated. The actual demand and supply has very little 
effect on prices, except when these can be correctly ascer- 
tained. A shipowner who places his vessel in the hands of 
six different brokers for employment, makes it appear that 
six different ships are in want, and merchants are led to 
lower their quotations. It is not till the ship is engaged 
that the mistake is discovered; and thus, for the time 
being, the market is disturbed, to the loss of the ship- 
owner and the benefit of the merchant. So it is in the 
labour market. The seamen know that three-fourths of 
the crew of a British ship must be subjects of this country, 
and they accordingly demand an advance of wages ; the 
shipowner fearing a scarcity, and consequently the deten* 
tion of his vessel on the point of sailing, yields to their 
demands, and thus the price of such labour, is naturally 
enhanced. But what is the fact ? When we refer to the 
returns at the Merchant Seamen's Office for the last ten 
years, we find that not one-eighth part of the crews of British 
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ships have consisted of foreign seamen^ much less one- 
fourth. When such is the case, why should this unnatural 
state of things in our labour market be longer maintained ? 
Why should we give the British seamen an imaginary 
cause to demand higher wages, and the British shipowner 
a visionary dread of scarcity? The Legislature ought 
to abolish this compulsory manning clause, if they wish 
to keep faith with the public, and act according to their 
own principles and professions. 

We may add that its abolition is required on higher 
grounds. If open competition, as our Government has 
said, is to improve the condition of our ships, then com- 
petition amongst our seamen cannot fail to improve their 
condition. The very fact that they have to compete 
in the labour market with the seamen of other countries, 
will cause a greater attention to duty, more sobriety, 
less disobedience of orders, — in fine, more general good 
conduct, and a greater desire to give satisfaction to their 
employers. 

The abolition of the clause in the act to which we have 
referred, would also alike be an act of justice to the ship- 
owner, and a boon to British seamen. Good and well con- 
ducted men would then readily^ find employment, while 
the worthless could no longer shield themselves under the 
impression, that simply because they were British subjects, 
British shipowners must employ them. 

While on the subject of manning, there is another hard- 
ship whereby the mercantile marine is made subservient to 
the interests of the State, which we cannot pass unnoticed, 
and that is, the right of men-^f-war to deprive merchant 
ships of their seamen while abroad. How in this free and 
enlightenend age such a right can be maintained, we are 
at a loss to discover. We have known many instances 
where British vessels have been thus legally robbed of the 
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best of their crew by men-of-war, and thereby disabled; 
but it would increase our work too much were we to 
particularise them here, and most of our nautical readers 
are already too familiar with many of them. We question 
much if in the case of the loss of vessels thus disabled, 
the owners or underwriters could not recover the value 
from Government. 

It is well known that ships of war have in this country 
at times a difficulty in obtaining their full complement of 
able-bodied seamen, — not so much from their scarcity in the 
market as from the dislike many have to serve under 
certain commanders, and become subject to the stringent 
laws which they often enforce, with a long uncertain 
period of servitude at a lower rate of wages than is paid 
in the merchant service. In such cases " ordinaries " 
and landsmen are engaged, and the commanders of these 
ships make it their boast that, when abroad, they will re- 
plenish their crews from the merchant vessels. The ordi- 
naries and landsmen are therefore by some means or other 
turned adrift, and their places are afterwards supplied, at 
advanced wages, by those able-bodied seamen, who, having 
been enticed or indirectly forced to break the agreement 
which they have made for the voyage, enter the service 
of Her Majesty. If this be not an indirect mode on the 
part of one class of Her Majesty's servants, of setting 
at defiance certain laws which another class have made, we 
are at a loss to discover what is. Why should not Her 
Majesty's ships enter the labour market in the same 
manner as the vessels of our merchant navy? — Let them 
offer equal inducements in the shape of wages, good fare,, 
and kind treatment, and the tide of suitable labour will 
flow to the former as naturally and as easily as it now 
does to the latter. 
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Seamen, as a class, are generally unsettled in their 
habits ; and no sooner do many of them see a chance of 
legally getting quit of the engagement on which they have 
entered, than they will often do so for no ostensible reason 
whatever. The sight of a man of war abroad, instead of 
having a tendency to make such men more attentive to 
their duty, in many cases leads to open insubordination. 
They know that if they leave their ship and enter on 
board a man-of-war, tliey can demand their clothes and the 
balance of their wages in full to that date, and there is no 
necessity for assigning any cause for this most unjust act. 
In fact, it is seldom or ever asked. 

Such a monstrous state of things ought not to exist. 
The owners, underwriters, and all interested in our mer- 
cantile navy, should respectfully but decidedly demand an 
abolition of this gross abuse of power on the part of the 
commanders and officers of Her Majesty's ships of war. 
It is but the last rag of an old, and we might add, bar- 
barous law. 

Its consequences are also both nationally and especially 
commercially too often of serious moment. The men-of-war 
sent to protect our trade, are, by Act of Parliament made 
a rendezvous for all dissatisfied merchant seamen, who, if 
they have no real grounds of complaint against their com- 
mander, will thus have an inducement to create imaginary 
charges, to which, for the reasons we have stated, our 
consuls on shore will too often lend a ready ear. Both 
tend, whatever may be their general effect, to encourage 
insubordination, — give opportunities to the seamen to 
repudiate their articles of agreement, — and endanger the 
safety of British property, by depriving merchant ships 
of the ablest of their crews. Our shipowners thereby 
suffer in various ways. The requisite course of discipline 
on board of their vessels is seriously disturbed. Their 
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current expenses increased by the enhanced wages which 
they are generally compelled to pay abroad for seamen to 
supply the places of those who have entered on board 
men-of-war. Even at best they find but indifferent sailors. 
Their ships are therefore badly manned, or disabled it may 
be, if they cannot find men ; and thus, in case of accident, 
become an easy salvage prey for some other man-of-war. 
All these are extra risks for which the shipowner must pay 
extra premium — imperceptible, it may be, but still extra, 
for when risks are increased, and accidents more liable to 
occur through known causes, an underwriter will charge 
premium accordingly. 

The subject of insurance leads us to another burden, 
from which the English shipowner ought to be relieved, 
and that is, the stamp duty on marine policies, so far as 
the vessel and her freight is concerned. The ships of 
no other nation are thus burdened. It is true that the 
amount is not of sufficient importance to prevent in itself 
the British shipowner from competing with the foreigner; 
but every item which the latter is not called upon to bear 
should now be removed from the former when it is in the 
power of our Government to do so ; and the amount being 
comparatively insignificant, we trust the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer may in his next budget enliven a little the 
hearts of our shipowners, by informing them that he can 
dispense with it. 

There is another grievance, or burden, against which 
our shipowners, and particularly our shipbuilders, justly 
complain, the more especially as it is a very inconsistent 
one. Foreign ships are admitted to our ports duty free, 
and to all the privileges which British ships now possess ; 
but should they, or any other ships, bring a cargo of 
foreign timber from the port where they were built, and 
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of the same description of which thdy are built, even 
though that cargo is specially imported for the purpose of 
building a rimilar ship in this country, it is subjected to a 
duty of ?*• 6rf. per load. This appears to us to be quite 
at variance with what is commonly understood to be 
the policy of the present Government, Their aim is to 
admit the raw material duty free, more especially that 
which creates labour in its manufacture, and to tax article^ 
of import manufactured in other countries. But in the 
case to which we refer, they tax the foreign raw material, 
and admit the same material, when manufactured into 
a ship, duty free. To say the le^st of the tax, it is 
both impolitic and inconsistent, and some method ought 
gertainly to be adopted to admit the timber imported for 
shipbuilding purposes duty free. If that cannot be conve- 
niently done, we do not see why ships may not be built, as 
well as sugar refined, in bond, — or why shipowners may not 
be allowed, under certain stipulations, a drawback of the 
duty on all foreign timber they may use in the construe* 
tion of their vessels. 

The question of duties and drawbacks leads us to 
inquire into another small grievance, the removal of which 
has been objected to on the ground that it would create 
fiscal difficulties. We allude to placing the stores of 
British ships under seal when in a British port* Why 
such difficulties should be created we are at a loss to 
conceive. If not created in the case of foreign ships 
whose exciseable stores are not placed under seal when 
in this country, we cannot see why like stores in a British 
ship should be placed under seal when in her own ports. 
Here, again, we grant a privilege to foreign ships, not 
extended to our own, and which, we may add, is not 
granted to British ships when in the ports of many of the 
countries to which those foreign vessels belong. Our 
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Government would do well to remove this inconsistent 
and strange anomaly when revising and consolidating our 
maritime laws. 

Having now directed attention to the present confiised 
and imperfect state of our Navigation and Mercantile 
Marine Laws, we trust measures may be adopted to 
remove the burdens which oppress the shipping interest, 
purify the institutions exercising so great an influence and 
power over that important branch of our commerce, and 
establish laws whereby our shipowners niay have their 
share of the benefit of that Free Trade policy which has 
been applied to all other branches of commerce, enabling 
them to receive from other nations, if not an equivalent 
for what they have given, at least a full share of any 
benefits they have to confer; and removing from their 
shoulders that extra load of taxation, which, while main- 
tained, under their altered circumstances, is at variance 
with all our notions of equity and sound policy, or Free 
Trade. 

Our requests on their behalf are reasonable. We may 
be too sanguine ; but feeling, as we do, that much if not 
all we have asked for them may be granted, we have in 
conclusion to say a few words to the shipowners them- 
selves, and we will be as plain and open with them as we 
have been with the acts of the Government, or with any 
bodies of men, or any institutions which in the course of 
this review came under our notice. 

There is no doubt that their interest was too long the 
nation's spoiled child. Our isolated position considered, 
we do not feel surprised at the care which the Legis- 
lature has for many centuries taken of the interests of 
British shipping. On this account we fear our ship- 
owners have trusted too much to legislative enactments, 
too much to protection, and too little to themselves. 
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Now that they have been thrown upon their own re- 
sources, they will require, in the words of Mr. Duncan 
Dunbar, ^^ to set their shoulders to the wheel, fl<^ their 
horses, and see if they cannot keep a-head in the race." 
If they show a determination to do this, they may rest 
assured, that Government will do all in its power to 
assist their efforts, and to enable them, at least, to main- 
tain their position. 

There are one or two things, however, which rest with 
themselves. They must construct ships of approved mate- 
rials, and according to the best model, fitted and rigged 
on scientific principles. They must see that these ships 
are commanded not only by able practical seamen, but 
also by men of business habits, and especially of known 
sobriety and good moral conduct. It has long been a 
general and too true impression, that when a man or boy 
proves good for nothing on shore, he can be made good 
for something at sea, and that if such men can be engaged 
at reduced wages the shipowners are gainers. This is 
a sad delusion. He may be good for something com- 
paratively : but it must be remembered that a blackguard 
and drunkard on shore will be a blacl^uard and drunkard 
on any opportunity at sea, and will contaminate those with 
whom he associates. Laws may do much to elevate the 
standard of masters, officers, and men. They are doing 
much now, and if the improvements we have presumed to 
suggest are adopted, they will do still more ; but our ship-- 
owners can also do much, — many of them are doing 
much now ; and we sincerely trust that all of them will 
do more. To enable those who are behind to do more, 
we should wish them, in the first place, to understand that 
man must not altogether be treated as a mere machine, 
and that it is contrary to human nature to be driven, 
under every circumstance, to obedience. They should 



SHIPOWNERS. 203 

further remember, that those who goyem by kindness and 
love govern well ; that men bom to serve — and they con* 
stitute ninety-nine out of every hundred of our population 
— may dread the despot, but cannot respect him, and at 
the first opportunity will rebel against his tyranny. We 
should wish many of our shipowners, and more especially 
many of our commanders, to bear in mind these plain but 
important truths ; and feeling, as they must do, that the 
seafaring population of this country is at present, as a whole, 
deeper sunk in ignorance than the seafaring population of 
most other countries, to exert themselves to elo'ate them, 
socially, morally, and religiously, in the scale of our com- 
mon humanity. 

If shipowners desire to contest successfully with other 
countries the supremacy of the seas, they must devote 
more care and attention to the welfare of those in their 
service. Physically and morally they must be mindful of 
their seamen. They must make them as comfortable as 
circumstances will admit while at sea; make them feel 
that, by being faithful to their duties, and adopting a 
sober and correct line of conduct, they will be cared for in 
sickness and old age ; and give them to understand that 
those who serve well may always find employment in their 
ships, and receive promotion when competent. 

No men are so easily governed, if a proper course is 
adopted, as seamen, while on board ship, and away from 
the alluring influences of the shore. The whole mischief 
urises when they have communication with the land, and it 
is consummated when they are discharged from ship at the 
termination of the voyage. It is then, when the superior 
influence of an owner or a commander is most wanted, 
that it is as a general rule most neglected. In fact, when 
the voyage is ended, the seamen are considered as done 
with, and transferred to the unmerciful care of a class of 
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beings who disgrace our common humanity^ There never 
was a greater error committed. It is true that there is no 
necessity for an owner to engage the same men or any 
portion of those who served him on a previous voyage. 
But there is only one labour market for all ; and if all act 
alike^ all become alike demoralised^ and the baneful influ- 
ence of their debauchery and demoralisation is most se- 
verely felt at periods when their healthful energies are most 
required. Besides, to such a pitch has this arrived, that 
the commencement of duty is, with seamen, in the great 
majority of cases, not a matter of choice or pleasure, but 
one of stem necessity. Such men cannot serve welL 

A bold step should be taken by all interested in the 
maritime greatness of this country to destroy the root 
of the first great evil to which we have referred, and de- 
prive crimps and prostitutes, and all who prey upon our 
seamen, of their influence and power. The example of 
the Messrs. Green, and other philanthropic shipowners, 
should be followed by shipowners generally. Plain and 
comfortable accommodation should be provided for those 
who have no homes, where, they may lodge when dis- 
charged from their ships. To each of these Savings 
Banks might be attached, where wages could be deposited 
till they were wanted. A seaman with 40Z. or 501. is, 
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, at a loss what to 
do with ** so much money," and he gives it to some crimp 
or Jew, or, perhaps still worse, to one of a still lower 
grade who, instead of keeping it for him, keep it for 
themselves. If these homes were under the patronage of 
shipowners, there would be very little difficulty in getting 
the seamen to make use of them. They would soon 
become accustomed to treat them as their regular places 
of abode while on shore, and those lodging-house keepers, 
many of whom are worthless and depraved characters. 
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whose very existence depends on what they' can pilfer, 
would, in time, find that occupation gone, and turn their 
attention to a course of more honest laboun So would it 
be with the crimps, and others, whose only mode of live- 
lihood at present, and a most flourishing trade it is, consists 
of the spoils of our honest seamen's labour. We would, 
almost go to the extent to recommend that no owner 
should engage an unmarried seaman, who had no regular 
place of abode, except from these homes. The plan, if 
properly entered upon, and well supported by those who 
are most interested, would also not prove an unprofitable 
one in a pecuniary point of view. No one can conceive 
the many benefits which would arise from such insti- 
tutions ; and with one contiguous to every dock through- 
out the leading sea-ports of the kingdom, where every 
seaman could enter the instant he leaves his ship, and 
deposit his clothes and money, there would be much less 
inducement for him to go astray. If he did so immedi- 
ately afterwards, it would be with less money in his 
pocket, and thus with less inducement for the crimps to 
ensnare him. 

Much, it will be seen, has therefore yet to be done, not 
merely by a revision of our laws and institutions, but by 
shipowners themselves. Though Government should not 
perform its part, let the shipping interest not fail to perform 
what the public expect from them. Let them, by every 
means in their power, strive to lessen the hardships 
and suffering, and elevate the condition of British seamen. 
If they do, they will alike benefit their fellows and enrich 
themselves; and it will indeed be a weak-minded and 
heartless Government that will not assist them in their 
praiseworthy efforts. The lethargy of Government, and a 
relaxation of the energy of our people, are the only instru- 
ments by which the flag of England can ever be furled. 
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for her poisition and her resouroes are rach that, if properly 
husbanded, we may defy competition. The struggles of 
America for the supremacy of the seas, though mott 
powerful, will fail of their object, if our Legislature and 
our shipowners make a right use of the natural resources 
and advantages which we possess^ 
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No. I. 

An Act to amend the Laws in force for the Encouragement 
of British Shipping and Navigation. Cap. XXIX. 
26th June, 1849. 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the laws now in force for the encou- 
ragement of British shipping and navigation : Be it enacted by the Queen's 
most excellent Mfgesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present parliament assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, that from and after the 1st day of 
January, 1850, the following acts and parts of acts shall be repealed : 
(that is to say,) a certain act passed in the session of parliament holden in 
the 8th and 9th years of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled *' An 
Act for the Encouragement of British Shipping and Navigation ; *' and so 
much of a certain other act passed in the said session of parliament, inti- 
tuled " An Act for the Registering of British Vessels," as limits the 
privileges of vessels registered at Malta, Gibraltar, and Heligoland, and so 
much thereof as provides that no ship or vessel shall be registered, except 
such as are wholly of the build of some part of the British dominions ; and 
so much as relates to the disqualification of ships repaired in a foreign 
country ; and so much as prevents British ships which have been captured 
by or sold to foreigners from becoming entitled to be again registered as 
British, in case the same again become the property of British subjects ; 
and so much of a certain other act passed ia the said session of parliament, 
intituled ** An Act to regulate the Trade of British Possessions abroad,'' as 
provides that no goods shall be imported into or exported from any of the 
British Possessions in America by sea frx>m or to any place other than the 
United Kingdom, or some other of such Possessions, except into or from 
the several ports denominated free ports ; and so much thereof as provides 
for the limitation of the privileges allowed to foreign ships by the Law of 
Navigation in respect of importations into the British Possessions in Asia, 
Africa, and America ; and so much thereof as provides that no vessel or 
boat shall be admitted to be a British vessel or boat on any of the inland 
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waters or lakes of America, except such as shall have been bailt at some 
place within the British dominions, and shall not have been repaired at 
any foreign place to a greater extent than in the said act is mentioned : 
and so much of a certain other act passed in the said session of parliament, 
intituled ** An Act for the general Regulation of the Customs,'* as prohibits 
the importation of train oil, blubber, spermaceti oil, head>matter, skins, 
bones, and fins, the produce of fish or creatures living in the sea, unless in 
vessels which shall have been cleared out regularly with such oil, blubber, 
or other produce on board, from some foreign port ; and so much thereof 
as prohibits the importation of tea, unless from the Cape of Good Hope, or 
from places eastward of the same to the Straits of Magellan ; and so much 
of a certain act passed in the session of parliament holden in the 7th and. 
8th years of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled "An Act to 
amend and consolidate the Laws relating to Merchant Seamen, and for 
keeping a Register of Seamen," as provides that the master or owner of 
every ship belonging to any subject of Her Msgesty, and of the burden of 
80 tons or upwards (ejccept pleasure-yachts), shall have on board at the 
time of her proceeding from any port of the United Kingdom, and at all 
times when absent from the United Kingdom or navigating the seas, one 
apprentice or more in a certain proportion to the number of tons of his 
ship's admeasurement, and that if any such master or owner shall neglect 
to have on board his ship the number of apprentices thereby required, 
together with their respective registered indentures, assignments, and 
register tickets, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds in respect 
of each apprentice, indenture, assignment, or register ticket so wanting or 
deficient ; also an act passed in the 37th year of the reign of King George 
the Third, intituled ** An Act for regulating the Trade to be carried ou 
with the British Possessions in India by the Ships of Nations in Amity 
with his Majesty ; '' and so much of a certain act passed in the session of 
parliament holden in the 4th year of the reign of King George the Fourth, 
intituled '*An Act to consolidate and amend the several Laws now in force 
with respect to Trade from and to Places within the Limits of the Charter 
of the East India Company, and to make further Provisions with respect 
to such Trade, and to amend an Act of the present Session of Parliament 
for the registering of Vessels, so far as it relates to Vessels registered in 
India," as enacts that no Asiatic sailors, Lascars, or natives of any of the 
territories, countries, islands, or places within the limits of the charter of 
the East India Company shall at any time be deemed or taken to be British 
seamen within the intent and meaning of any act or acts of parliament 
relating to the itovigation of British ships by subjects of Her Majesty ; and 
also the following acts and parts of acts : so much of a certain act passed 
in the *4th year of the reign of King George the Fourth, intituled " An Act 
to authorise His Majesty, under certain Circumstances, to regulate the 
Duties and Drawbacks on Goods imported or exported in Foreign Vessels, 
and to exempt certain Foreign Vessels from Pilotage,** as relates to the 
regulation of duties and drawbacks ; also an act passed in the 5th year of 
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the reign of King George the Fourth, intitoled *< An Act to indemnify all 
Persons concerned in advising, issuing, or acting under a certain Order in 
Council for regulating the Tonnage Duties on certain Foreign Vessels, 
and to amend an Act of the last Session of Parliament for authorising His 
Majesty, under certain Circumstances, to regulate the Duties and Draw- 
backs on Goods imported or exported in any Foreign Vessels ;*' also so 
much of an act passed in the session of parliament holden in the 8th and 
ninth years of the reign of Her present M^esty, intituled " An Act for 
granting Duties of Customs,** as empowers Her Majesty in council in certain 
cases to direct that additional duties shall be levied on articles the growth, 
' produce, or manufacture of foreign countries, or upon goods imported in. 
the ships of foreign countries, or to prohibit the importation of manu- 
factured articles the produce of foreign countries ; also so much of an act 
passed in the session of parliament holden in the fifth and sixth years of 
the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled ^ An Act to amend the Laws 
for the Importation of Com," as enables Her Mfgesty, under certain cir- 
cumstances, to prohibit the importation of icom, grain, meal, or flour from 
the dominion of certain foreign powers; and the said several acts and parts 
of acts before mentioned are hereby accordingly repealed, except so far as 
the said acts or any of them repeal any former act or acts, or any part of 
such act or act^ and except so far as relates to any penalty or forfeiture 
which shall have been incurred under the said act or acts hereby repealed 
or any of them, or to any offence which shall have been committed con« 
trary to such act or acts or any of them. 

§ 2. Coasting Trade of United Kingdom and Isle of Man,— And be it 
enacted, that no goods or passengers shall be carried coastwise fh>m one 
part of the United Kingdom to another, or from the United Kingdom to 
the Isle of Man, or from the Isle of Man to the United Kingdom, except 
in British ships. 

§ 3. Trade with the Channel Islands, — And be it enacted, that no goods 
or passengers shall be imported into the United Kingdom from any of the 
islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, or Sark, nor shall any goods or 
passengers be exported fh>m the United Kingdom to any of the said 
islands, nor shall any goods or passengers be carried firom any of the 
islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark, or Man to any other of the 
said islands, nor from one part of any of the said islands to another part of 
the same island, except in BritiiAi ships. 

§ 4. Coasting Trade of the British Possessions, — And be it enacted, that 
no goods or passengers shall be carried from one part of any British pos- 
session in Asia, Africa, or America to another part of the same possession, 
except in British ships. 

§ 5. Queen in CouncUmay regulate Coasting Trade of Colonies on their Ad' 
dress. — Provided always, and be it enacted, that if the legislature or proper 
legislative authority of any such British possession shall present an address 
to Her Majesty, praying Her Majesty to authorize or permit the con- 
yeyaoce of goods or passengers firom one port of such possession to another 
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part thereof in other than British ships, or if the legislatures of any two 
or more possessions, which for the purposes of this act Her Majesty in 
council shall declare to he neighhouring possessions, shall present addresses 
or a Joint address to Her Majesty, praying Her Majesty to place the trade 
hetween them on the footing of a coasting trade, or of otherwise regulating 
the same, so fiu* as relates to the vessels in which it is to he carried on, it 
shall thereupon he lawful for Her Majesty, hy order in council, so to 
authorize the conveyance of such goods or passengers, or so to regulate 
the trade hetween such neighhouring possessions, as the case may he, in 
such terms and under such conditions, in either case, as to Her Majesty 
may seem good. 

§ 6. Coasting Trade of India to be regukUed by Governor General in Council, 
— And with regard to the coasting trade of India, he it enacted, that it shall 
he lawful for the governor of India in council to make any regulations 
authorizing or permitting the canveyance of goods or passengers from one 
part of the possessions of the East India Company to another part thereof 
in other than British ships, sahject to such restrictions or regulations as 
he may think necessary ; and such regulations idiiall he of equal force and 
effect with any laws and regulations which the said governor general in 
council is now or may hereafter he authorized to make, and shall he suhject 
to disallowance and repeal in like manner as any other laws or regulations 
made hy the said governor general in council imder the laws from time to 
time in force for the government of the British territories in India, and 
shall he transmitted to England, and he laid hefore hoth Houses (rf Parlia- 
ment, in the same manner as any other laws or regulations which the 
governor general in coancU is now or may hereafter he empowered 
to make. 

§ 7. No Ship British unless registered and navigated as such. — And he it 
enacted, ^hat no ship shall he admitted to be a British ship unless duly 
registered and navigated as such; and that every British-registered ship 
(so long as the registry of such ship shaU he in force, or the certificate of 
such registi^ retained for the use of such ship), shall he navigated during 
the whole of every voyage (whether with a cargo or in hallast) in every 
part of the world by a master who is a British suhject, and hy a crew 
whereof three-fourths at least are British seamen; and if such ship he 
epiployed in a coasting voyage from one part of the United Kingdom to 
another, or in a voyage hetween the United Kingdom and the islands of 
Guernsey, Jersey, Aldemey, Sark, or Man, or from one of the said islands 
to another of them, or frcmi one part of either of them to another of the 
same, or he employed in fishing on the coast of the United Kingdom or 
of any of the said islands, then the whole of the crew shall he British sea- 
men : Provided always, that if a due proportion of British seamen cannot 
he procured in any foreign port, or in any place within the limits of the 
East India Company's charter, for the navigation of any British ship, or 
if such proportion he destroyed during the voyage hy any unavoidable 
circumstance, and the master of such ship make proof of the truth of such* 
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HustB to the satiflfiiction of the collector and controller of the customs at 
any British port, or of any person authorized in any other part of the 
world to inquire into the navigation of such ship, the same shall be deemed 
to be duly navigated : Provided also, that every British ship (except such 
as are required to be vrholly navigated by British seamen) irhich shall be 
navigated by one British seaman for every twenty tons of the burthen of 
such ship, shall be deemed to be duly navigated, although the number of 
other seamen shall exceed one-fourth of the whole crew. 

§ 8. What Persons to be British Seamen, — And be it enacted, that no 
person shall be deemed to be a British seaman, or to be duly qualified to be 
master of a British vessel, except persons of one of the following classes ; 
(that is to say,) natural-born subjects of Her Majesty ; persons naturalized 
by or under any act of Parliament, or by or under any act or ordinance 
of the legislature or proper l^islative an^ority of one of the British Pos- 
sessions, or made denizens by letters of denization ; persims who have 
become British subjects by virtue of the conquest or cession of some newly 
acquired country, and who have taken the oath of allegiance to Her 
Majesty, or the oath of fidelity required by the treaty or capitulation by 
which such newly acquired country came into Her Majesty's possession ; 
Asiatic sailors or Lascars, being natives of any of the territories, countries, 
islands, or places within the limits of the charter of the East India Com- 
pany, and under the government of Her Mtjesty or of the said Company ; 
and persons who have served on board any of Her Mtjesty's ships of war, 
in time of war, for the space of three years. 

§ 9. Proportion of Seamen may be altered by Proclamation, — And be it 
enacted, that if Her Mtjesty shall at any time by her royal proclamation 
declare that the proportion of British seamen necessary to the due naviga- 
tion of British ships shall be less than the proportion required by this act, 
every British ship navigated with the proportion of British seamen reqmred 
by such proclamation shall be deemed to be duly navigated, so long as 
such proclamation shall remain in force. 

§ 10. Q^een may restrict the Prtvileyes of Foreign Ships in certain cases, — 
And be it enacted, that in case it sluiU be made to appear to Her Majesty 
that British vessels are subject in any foreign country to any prohibitions 
or restrictions as to the voyages in which they may engage, or as to the 
articles which they may import into or export from such country, it shall 
be lawful for Her Migesty (if she think fit), by order in council, to impose 
such prohibitions or restrictions upon the ships of such foreign country, 
either as to the voyages in which they may engage, or as to the articles 
which they may import into or export from any part of the United King- 
dom or of any British possession in any part of the world, as Her Majesty 
may think fit, so as to place the ships of such country on as nearly as pos- 
sible the same footing in British ports as that on which British ships are 
placed in the ports of such country. 

§ 1 1. And may impose additional Duties, — And be it enacted, that in case 
it shall be made to appear to Her Migesty that British ships are either 
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directly Or indirectly subject in any foreign country to any duties at 
charges of any sort or kind whatsoever from which the national vessels 
of such country are exempt, or that any duties are imposed upon articles 
imported or exported in British ships which are not equally imposed upon 
the like articles imported or exported in national vessels, or that any 
preference whatsoever is shown either directly or indirectly to national 
vessels over British vessels, or to articles imported or exported in national 
vessels over the like articles imported or exported in British vessels, or 
that British trade and navigation is not placed by such country upon as 
advantageous a footing as the trade and navigation of the most favoured 
nation, then and in any such case it shall be lawful for Her Majesty (if 
she think fit), by order in council, to impose such duty or duties of tonnage 
upon the ships of such nation entering into or departing from the ports of 
the United Kingdom, or of any British possession in any part of the world, 
for such duty or dudes on all goods, or on any specified classes of goods, 
imported ot ex}>orted in the ships of such nation, as may appear to Her 
Majesty justly to ^countervail the disadvantages to which British trade or 
navigation is so-subjected as aforesaid. 

§ 12. Order in Council to specif y Ships to which it applies, — And be it 
enacted, that in every such order Her Majesty may, if she think so fit, spe- 
cify what ships are to be considered as ships of the country or countries to 
which such order applies, and all ships answering the description contained 
in such oirder shall be considered to be the ships of such country or coun- 
tries for the purposes of such order. 

§ 13. Orders may be revoked, — And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful 
for Her Msjesty from time to time to revoke any order or orders in 
council made under the authority of this act 

§ 14. Orders to be pMished in ** Gazette^ and to be laid before Parlia- 
ment — And be it enacted, that every such order in council as aforesaid 
shall, within fourteen days after the issuing thereof, be twice published in 
the London Gazette, and that a copy thereof shaU be laid before both houses 
of parliament within six weeks after the issuing the same, if parliament be 
then sitting, and if not, then within six weelot after the commencement of 
the then next session of parliamenrt. 

§ 15. Penalties. — And be it enacted, that if any goods be imported, ex- 
ported, or carried coastwise, contrary to this act, all such goods shall be 
forfeited, and the master of the ship in which the same are so imported, 
exported, or carried coastwise, shall forfeit the sum of 100/. except where 
any other penalty is hereby specially imposed. 

§ 1 6. Penalties, how to be recovered, — And be it enacted, that all penalties 
and forfeitures incurred under this act shall be sued for, prosecuted, recovered, 
and disposed of, or shall be mitigated or restored, in like manner and by 
the same authority as any penalty or forfeiture can be sued for, prosecuted, 
recovered, and disposed of, or may be mitigated or restored, under an act 
passed in the said session of parliament holden in the 8th and 9 th 
years of Her present Migesty, intitutled ** An Act for the Prevention of 
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ISmnggling ;** and that the costs of all proceedings under this act shall be 
defrayed out of the consolidated duties of customs. 

§ 17. Who fmy he Owners of British Vessels. — And be it enacted, that 
all natural-bom subjects of Her Majesty, and all persons made denizens 
by letters of denization, and all persons naturalised by or imder any act of 
parliament, or by or under any act or ordinance of the legislature or proper 
legislative authority of auy of the British Possessions in Asia, Africa, or 
America, and all persons authorized by or under any such act or ordinance 
to hold shares in British shipping, shall, on taking the oath of allegiance 
to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, be deemed to be duly qualified 
to be owners or part owners of British registered vessels, any thing in the 
said recited act for the registering of British shipping to the contrary in 
anywise notwithstanding. 

§ 18. Form of Certificate of Registry, — And be it enacted, that the fol- 
lowing form of certificate shall be substituted for the form of certificate 
prescribed by the said act for the registering of British shipping : — 

** This is to certify, that {here insert the names, occupations, and residence 
of Oie subscribing owners'], having made and subscribed the declaration 
required by law, and having declared that [he or they], together with 
[names, occupations, and residence of non-subscribing oumers"], is [or are] 
sole owner [or owners] in the proportions specified on the back hereof o£ 
the ship or vessel called [the ship*s name"] of [place to which the vessel be^ 
longs'], which, is of the burthen of [number of tons] and whereof [master's 
nan^e] is master, and that the said ship or vessel was [when and where buik^ 
or condemned as prize, referring to builder's certificate, judge^s certificate, or 
certificate of last registry, then delivered up to be cancelled, or (if tiu vessd 
wa>8 foreign built, and the time and place of building not known,") was foreign, 
and that he or they did not know the time or place of building], and 
[name and employment of surifeying officer] having certified to us that the 
said ship or vessel has [number] decks and [number] masts, that her length 
from the inner part of the main stem to the fore part of the stempost aloft 
is [ feet tenths], her breadth in midships is[ feet 

tenths], her depth in hold at midships is [ feet tenths] that she 

is [how rigged] rigged with a [standing or running] bowsprit, is [</e* 
scription of stem] stemed, [carvel or clincher] built, has[whether any or not] 
gallery, and [^tW of head, if any,] head, that the framework and planking 
[or plating] is [state whether of wood or iron] and that she is [state whether 
a sailing vessel or a steamer, and if a steamer state whether propelled by 
paddle wheels or screw propellers] j and the said subscribing owners having" 
consented and agreed to the above description, and having caused sufficient 
security to be given as required by law, the said ship or vessel called the 
[tiame] has been duly registered at the port of [name of port] Certified 
under our hands at the custom house in the said port of [name of port], this 
[date"] day of [name of month] in the year [words at length], 

(Signed) " Collector." 

(Signed) "Comptroller." . 
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And on the back of such eortifieate of registry there diall be an acconirt 
of the parts or shares held by each of the owners mentioned and described 
in such certificate, in the form and manner foUoinng : 



Names of the several Owners 
within mentioned. 


Number of Sixty-fourth Shares 
held by each Owner. 


TName] - - - - 


... Tlkirtu^haa 


rJVnnutl - - , - 


... Sixteen 


lj.i/amej - - * - 

rAT/impl - - . - 


... FUnht 


rJVn^outl - - . - 


EiahL 


Ijyamej - - - - 





(Signed) " Comptroller." 

(Signed') " Collector." 

§ 1 9. Form of DeclaraMon, — And be it enacted, that the following declara> 
tion shall be substituted for the declaration by the said act directed to be 
made by the owner or owners of any vessel previous to the registry 
thereof : 

I A, B, of [place of residence and ocetqxUion'] do truly declare, that the 
ship or vessel [name'] of [^port or place], whereof [maater*8 name"] is at 
present master, being [AtW of build, burthen, et ctBtera, aa deecribed in the 
certificate of the surveying officer'], was [when and where buUt, or, if prize 
or forfeited, capture and condemnation as such, or (if the vessel be foreign 
buUt, and the owner does not know when and where she was built,) that the 
said vessel is foreign built, and that I do not know the time and place of 
her building], and that I the said A. B, [and the other owners' names and 
occupations, if any, and where they respectively reside,] am {or are] sole 
owner [or owners] of the said, vessel, and that no other person or perscms 
whatever hath or have any right, title, interest, share, or property therein 
or thereto ; and that I the said A, B, [and the said other owners, if any,] am 
[or are] truly and bona fide a subject [or sulgects] of Great Britain, and 
that I the said A, B, have not [nor have any of the other owners, if any, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief] taken the oath of allegiance to any 
Foreign state whatever [except under the terms of some capitulation, des- 
cribing the particulars thereof], or that since my taking [or his or their 
taking] the oath of allegiance to [naming the foreign states respectively to 
which he or any of the said owners shall have t<ihen the same] I have [or he 
or they hath or have] become a denizen [or denizens, or naturalized 
subject or subjects, as the case may be,] of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, by Her Majesty's letters patent [or by an act of 
parliament or by or under or by virtue of an act or ordinance of the 
legislature of or have 

been authorized by an act or ordinance of the legislature of 

to hold shares in British shipping within the said Colony, 
and since the passing of- sach act or ordinance I have [(^ he or they hath 
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cr liave] taken the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Victoria] 
[miming the times when such letters of denization have been granted re- 
spectively, or the year or years in which such act or acts of naturalization, or 
€uch coioniai acts or ordinances, have passed respectively], and that no 
foreigner, directly or indirectly, hath any share or part interest in the 
said ship or vessel : 

Provided always, that if it shall become necessary to register any ship or 
vessel belonging to any corporate body in the United Kingdom, the 
following declaration, in lieu of the declaration herein-before directed, 
shall be made and subscribed by the secretary or other proper officer of 
such corporate body ; (that is to say,) 

I A. B., secretary [or officer] of [name of company or corporation], do truly 
declare, that the ship or vessel [name'] of [port] whereof [master's name] 
is at present master, being [kind of build, burthen, (fc, as described in the 
certificate ef the surveying officer], was [when and where built, or, if prize 
or forfeited, capture and comdemnation as such], or [if the vessel be foreign 
built, and that such secretary or officer does not know when and where built,] 
that the said vessel is foreign built, and that I do not know the time and 
place of the building, and that the same doth wholly and truly belong to 
[name of the company or corporation,] 

§ 20. Proviso for Vessels under Fifteen Tons Burthen in Inland Naviga* 
tion and for Vessels under Thirty Tons Burthen for the Newfoundland 
Fishery, — And be it enacted, that notwithstanding that by the said recited 
act for the registering of British vessels it is enacted, that in case any ship, 
not being duly registered, shall exercise any of the privileges of a British 
vessel, the same shall be forfeited, nevertheless all boats or vessels under 
fifteen tons burthen, wholly owned and navigated by British subjects, 
although not registered as British ships, shall be admitted to be British 
vessels in all navigation in the rivers and upon the coasts of the United 
Elingdom or of the British possesions abroad, and not proceeding over sea, 
except within the limits of the respective colonial governments within 
which the managing owners of such vessels respectively reside ; and that 
all boats or vessels wholly owned and navigated by British subjects, not 
exceeding the burthen of thirty tons, and not having a whole or fixed deck, 
and being employed solely in fishing on the banks and shores of New- 
foundland and of the parts adjacent, or on the banks and shores of the 
provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, or New Brunswick adjacent to the 
Gulph of Saint Lawrence, or on the North of Cape Canso, or of the islands 
within the same, or in trading coastwise within the said limits, shall be 
admitted to be British boats or vessels, although not registered, so long as 
such boats or vessels shall be solely so employed. 

§ 21. Act to ta^e effect on \st January, 1850. — And be it enacted, that 
this act shall come into operation on the 1st day of January 1850. 

§ 22. Act may be amended, §*c — And be it enacted, that this act may be 
amended or repealed by any act to be passed in the present session of Par- 
liament. 
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No. n. 

An Act for improving the Condition of Master, Mates, and 
Seamen, and maintaining Discipline in the Merchant 
Service. Cap. XCHX 14th August 1850. 

Whebeab it 18 expedient to make proTi»<m for improving the condition of 
masters, mates, and seamen, and for maintaining discipline, in the British 
Merchant Service : Be it enacted by the Qaeen's most excellent Majesty, 
by and wUh the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, 

§1. 5&ir< Tt/I^.— That this act may be cited as "The Mercantile Marine 
Act, 1850." 

§ 2. Interpretation^ — And be it enacted, that in the constmction of this 
act the following words and expressions shall have the meanings hereby 
assigned to them, if not inconsLstent with the context or subject-matter ; 
(that is to say,) 

Words of one number or gender shall import all numbers and genders : 

The expression ^ Her Majesty " shall include Her Majesty, her heirs and 



The expression ** Her Msgesty's dominions " shall include Her Majesty's 
dominions strictly so called, and all territories under the government 
of the East India Company, and all other territories (if any) governed 
by virtue of any charter or Ucence from the Crown or Parliament 
of Great Britain : 

The expression "United Kingdom" shall include Great Britain and 
Ireland: 

The expression "Board of Trade" shall mean the Committee of Her 
Majesty's Privy Council appointed for the consideration of matters 
relating to trade and foreign plantations: 

The word " Consular Officer " shall include Consul-General, Consul, and 
Vice-Consul : 

The word " Ship " shall include every description of sea-going vessel : 

The expression "Home Trade Ship" shall include every "ship" to 
which this act applies employed in trading or going within the follow- 
ing limits ; (that is to say,) the coasts of the United Kingdom, the 
islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Sark, Aldemey, and Man, and the conti- 
nent of Europe between the river Elbe and Brest inclusive : 

The expression "Foreign-going Ship "shall include every "ship" to 
which this act applies employed in trading or going beyond the limits 
aforesaid : 

The word " Seaman " shall include every person (except masters and 
apprentices duly indentured and registered) employed or engaged to 
serve id any capacity on board any " ship :" 
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The expressioxi *' General Merchant Seamen's Act ** shall mean an act 
IMissed in the session holden in the seventh and eighth years of the 
reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled *' An Act to amend and 
consolidate the Laws relating to Merchant Seamen, and for keeping a 
Register of Seamen:" 
The expression *' Seamen's Protection Act " shall mean an act passed in 
the session holden in the eighth and ninth years of the reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled ** An Act for the Protection of Sea- 
men entering on hoard Merchant Ships." 
§ 8. Expkmatum and AUeratum of Terms m 8 §• 9 Vict c. 116.— And he 
it declared and enacted, that the words ** seaman " and *' seamen " ia the 
said ** Seamen's Protection Act " are meant to include any person or per- 
sons ahoat to serve as seamen, notwithstanding that they have not pre- 
viously heen at sea, and are also meant to include apprentices in the sea 
service and persons ahout to become such apprentices ; and that the said 
** Seamen's Protection Act " shall, after the 81st day of December, 1850, be 
read and construed as if the expression** the ship's husband "were replaced 
by the expression ** a mate of the ship," and the expression ** ship's hus- 
band " were replaced by the expression ** mate of the ship." 

§ 4. Extent of Operation,— And be it enacted, that the several parts of 

this act which relate to any ** ships," or to the owners, masters, mates» 

'* seamen," or apprentices of any " ships," shall, so far as the context and 

subject-matter admit, have the following applications ; (that is to say,) 

So much of this act as repeals, alters, or explains any existing enactment 

shall apply to the same ** ships " and to the same matters and persons 

to which such enactment applies : 

The remainder of this act shall, so &r as the context and subject admit, 

apply to all ** ships " registered or licensed in the " United Kingdom," 

(except such as are exclusively employed in fishing on the coasts of 

the ** United Kingdom," and such as belong to the corporation of the 

Trinity House of Deptford Strond, the Commissioners of Northern 

Lighthouses, or the corporation for preserving and improving the 

harbour of Dublin, and also except pleasure yachts,) and also to all 

** ships '* registered or licensed in any other part of ** Her Miyesty's 

Dominions," and employed in trading or going between any place in 

the '* United Kingdom " and any place or places not situate in the 

territory or colony in which such " ship " is registered, and to the 

owners, masters, mates, and crews of such ** ships " respectively. 

§ 5. Time of Operation, — And be it enacted, that the several parts of this 

act shall come into operation at the several times following ; (that is to say,) 

So much of this act as relates to the appointment of new officers of the 

" Board of Trade," and to the powers hereby given to that board, 

and to the constitution and powers of local marine boards, and to the 

register office for ** seamen," and to the establishment of shipping 

offices, and of examinations for masters and mates, shall come into 

operation immediately on the passing hereof: 
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60 madb. ci fhis act fts relates to the oomptilaory prodnotioii of oerdfi- 
eates of laaalen and mates, agreements with ''seamen,'' advaBcefl and 
allotments of wages, health on board ship, desertion, discipline, log 
hooks, payment of wages, and discharge of ^ seamen," shall, with 
respect to such ** ships *' as are in the " United Kingdom " on the 1st 
day of January 165L, and to tiiie owners, masters, mates, and crews 
thereof, come into operation on that day ; and with respect to such 
" ships " as are not within the ** United Songdom " on that day, and 
to the owners, masters, mates, and crews thereof as soon after the 
first sabseqneBt arriTal of such " ship " in the " United Kingdom," as 
preparations are conmieneed for a fortber Toyage or departure from 
any place tiierein : 
And the remainder of this act riiall come into operation on the 1st day 

of January 1851. 
§ 6. Board of Trade and Local Boards,— And be it enacted, that the 
^ Board of Trade " shall undertake the general superintendence of matters 
relating to the Briddi mercantile marine, and shall be authorized to carry 
this act into execution, and to enforce by legal proceedings or by such 
other lawful means as may seem to it expedient the provisions of this act 
and of all other acts and laws rdating to the British merchant service, and 
may also open an account or accoimts with the bank of England in the 
manner and for the purposes herein-after mentioned. 

§ 7. Ckmstitution and Functunu of Local Marine Boards, — And be it 
enacted, that at such of the seap(»ts of the ** United Kingdom*' as have in 
** ships " ordinarily employed as ^ fioreign-ginng diips " a registered tonnage 
of 30,000 tons or upwards, and at mch other {daces as the " Board of 
Trade " may aj^int fiir this purpose, local marine boards €diall be esta- 
blished for carrying into effect the provisions of this act, under the 
snperintendence of the '^ Board of Trade ;" and each of such local marine 
boards shall be oonstitiited as follows ; that is to say, the mayor or provost 
and the stipendiary magistrate, or such of the mayors or provosts and 
stipendiary magistrates of the place (if more than one) as the ** Board of 
Trade " may appoint, riudl be a member or members ex officio, the *' Board 
of Trade" shall aj^int fonr members from residents in the place or 
within seven miles thereof, and the owners of such foreign-going shipping 
as aforesaid registered at the port shall elect six members, to be qualified 
as herein-after mentioned ; and such anointments and elections shall, in 
the first instance, take place on the 25th day of October 1850, and shall 
afterwards take place on the 25th day of October in every third succeeding 
year, except in the case <»f occasional vacancies by death, resignation, 
disqualification, or otherwise, which shall be filled up within one calendar 
month after tkej occur; and^very person dected on an occasional vacancy 
shall continue a member mxtil the next ordinary triennial election ; and 
the mayor or provost shall fix the place and mode of conducting such 
eleetioB8« and also on occasional vacancies the day of election, and shall 
give at least ten days' notice thereof; and the *< Board of Trade "shall have 
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power to deeide any qaesdonB which may be Taised oonoerning the 
oondiiet of such electioM : Provided, that no act of any local board shall be 
vitiated or prcgndiced by reason of any irregolarity in the dection of any 
of its members, or of any error in the list of TOters herein-after mentioned, 
or of any irregularity in the making or reyising such list, or by reason of 
any person who is not duly qualified as herein-after provided acting npoa 
snch board : Provided also, that if in any place, by reason of any eie^on 
not taking place, or of the constant non-attendance of all or the greater 
part of the elective members, or from any other cause, any local marine 
board fails to meet or to dischorge its duties, the ** Board of Trade " may, 
if such fiulnre occors vdthin three months before tiie next triennial electi<m 
of snch local marine board, undertake such duties provisionally until such 
election, or, if such failure occurs more than three months before such 
election, may direct a new election of the elective members of such local 
marine board to be had immediately. 

§ 8. Mmutea and Bunness of Local Boards^^ And be it enacted, that every 
local marine board shall ke^ minutes of its proceedings, in sudli mode 
as the ^ Board of Trade '* may prescribe, and such minutes, and all books 
or documents used or kept by any local marine board, or by any examiners, 
shipping masters, or other officers, under the control of any local marine 
board, shall be qpentotheinspectionof the** Board of Trade" and its officers; 
but every local marine board may regulate the mode in which its meetinga 
are to be held and its business conducted. 

§ 9. Qualification, of Voters for Membert to Local Marine Boards, -—And 
be it enacted, that owners of ** foreign-going ships " registered at any sea- 
port in which there is to be a local marine board shall have votes at the 
election of members of snch board, as follows ; (that is to say,) every 
registered owner of 250 tons in the whole of such shipping shall, on the 
election of each member, have one vote for every 250 tons owned by him, 
so that his votes for any one member do not exceed ten ; and for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining such qualification the following rules shall be observed ; 
(that is to say,) in the case of a ''foreign-going ^p " registered in the 
name of one person, such person shall be deemed to be the owner ; and in 
the case of a ** foreign-going ship " registered in distinct and several shares 
in the names of more persons than one, the tonnage shall be apportioned 
among the owners as nearly as may be in proportion to their respective 
shares, and each of snch persons shall be deemed the owner of the tonnage 
so apportioned to him ; and in the case of a '' foreign-going ship,** or shai«8 
of a ** foreign-going ship," registered jointly without severance of interest in 
the names of more persons than one, the tonnage shall, if it is sufficient, 
either alone, or together with other tonnage (if any) owned by such joint 
owners, to ^ve a qualification to each oi them, be apportioned equally 
between the joint owners, and each of such joint owners shall be deemed 
the owner of the equal share so apportioned to him, but if the tonnage 
aforesaid is not so sufficient, the whole ciswih tonnage shall be deemed to 
be owned by such one of the joint owners resident at the port, or within. 
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seren miles thereof as is first named on the register ) and in making appor^ 
tionment any portion may be struck off. so as to obtain a divisible amount, 
and the irhole amount of tonnage so oimed by each person, whether in 
'* ships," or shares of, or interests in " ships,*' shall be added together, and 
if sufficient shall constitute his qualification ; provided that no person ap- 
pearing by the register to be a mortgagee or trustee for sale shall be entitled 
to vote, but the person yrho, subject to such mortgage or trust, is the regis- 
tered owner, shall for the purpose of yoting be consider ^id the owner as if no 
such mortgage or trust existed. 

§ 10. Register of Votes for Election of Members of Board. — And be it 
enacted, that the collector of Her Majesty's customs in every seaport of the 
United Kingdom at which there is to be a local marine board shall, with 
the assistance of the registrar of seamen, on or before the 25th day of 
September in the present, and in every third succeeding year, make out or 
cause to be made out an alphabetical list of all persons who may be entitled 
by virtue of this *act to vote in the election of a member or members to 
serve on the local marine board of such seaport; and in such list the 
Christian name and surname, and residence of every person shall be written 
at full length, together with the number of votes to which such person is 
entitled ; and the said collector shall sign such list, and shall cause a 
sufficient number of copies of such list to be printed, and to be fixed on or 
near the doors of the custom house at such seaport for two entire weeks 
next after such list has been made ; and the said collector shall likewise 
keep true copies of such list, to be perused by any'person, without payment 
of any fee, at all reasonable hours during such two weeks. 

§ 11. Revision of List of Voters, — And be it enacted, that two of Her 
Majesty's justices of the peace, to be nominated triennially by the mayor or 
provost of every seaport at which there is to be a local marine board, and 
which nomination the said mayor or provost is hereby required from time 
to time to make, shall, between the 8th and 15th days of October, both 
inclusive, in the present and in every third succeeding year, having first 
given three days' notice of such revision by advertising the same in one or 
more newspapers in such seaport, and by affixing such notice on or near to 
the doors of the custom house of such seaport, revise at such custom house, 
or in some convenient room or place near thereto to be hired for the pur- 
pose by the said collector, the list so made out as aforesaid; and on every 
such revision any person whose name has been omitted from such list may 
claim to be inserted therein, and any person whose name has been inserted 
in such list may object to any other person as not being entitled to have his 
name inserted therein ; and the said revisors may insert the name of any 
such person so claiming to be inserted in such list, on proof of his being 
entitled to have his name so inserted, and shall retain the name of any 
person so objected to, if the objection shall not have been established to 
their satisfaction, and shall retain in the said list the name of every person 
to whom no such objection shall have been made ; and the decision of the 
said revisors with respect to every such list shall be final and conclusive, 
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^itlnoat appeal ; and the said revisors sliall, iimnediately after such revisioii, 

sign their names at the foot of the list so revised ; and such list, so revised, 

shall be the register of voters in the election of members to the local marine 

board of such seaport for three years from the 25th day of October then f 

next ensuing, inclusive, to the 24th day of October inclusive, in the third ' 

succeeding year ; and when and so soon as the said list is so signed the 

same shall be delivered to the mayor or provost of the said seaport, who 

shall cause a sufficient number of copies thereof to be printed, and delivered 

to any voter applying for the same. 

§ 12. Registers to be produced, — And be it enacted, that the collector of 
Her Majesty's customs of every such seaport shall, for the assistance of the 
said revisors in revising the said list, produce to them the books containing 
the register of ships registered at such seaport, and such revisors shall be 
allowed to inspect the same ; and the registrar of seamen shall also prodace 
or transmit to such revisors such certified extracts or returns from the 
books in his custody as may be necessary for the same purpose. 

§ 13. Expenses of Collector, Mayor, or Provost to be repaid to him,^And. 
be it enacted, that all expenses incurred by the said collector at any such 
seaport in making and printing the said list, and in the revision thereof, 
and all expenses of the mayor or provost in printing the same, shall 
be certified by the said justices, in writing under their hands, and shall be 
repaid to the said collector, mayor, and provost by the Board of Trade ; and 
the Board of Trade shall also repay to the said mayor or provost all 
expenses properly incurred by them in elections under this act 

§ 14. Persons on List qualified to vote, — And be it enacted, that every 
person whose name shall appear on such revised list, fiid no other person, 
shall be qualified to vote at the election of members of the local marine 
board at such seaport to be held on the 25th day of October next after the 
revision of such list, and at any occasional election held at any time 
between that day and the next ordinary triennial election of members of 
the said board. 

§ 1 5. Qtudification o/Members of Local Marine Boards, — And be it enacted, 
that every male person who is, according to such revised list, entitled to a 
vote or votes, and shall reside in the seaport for which such list has been 
revised, or within seven miles thereof, shall be qualified to be elected a 
member of the local marine board of such seaport : Provided always, that 
every such person elected to such board who after such election ceases to 
be an owner of such quantity of tonnage as would entitle him under this 
act to one vote as aforesaid, or to reside as aforesaid, shall no longer con- 
tinue to act or be considered as a member of such board, and thereupon 
another election of a qualified member shall take place and be had in the 
stead of such member of the said board ceasing to be entitled or to reside as 
aforesaid. 

§ 16. Certain Functions of Admiralty may be transferred to Board of Trade, 
— And be it enacted, that any functions or powers relating to "seamen" 
or apprentices not employed in Her Mfjesty's service, wjiich are now 
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Tested in or exercised by the Lord High Admiral or the oommisBioners for 
executing his office, maj, with his or their consent, be transferred to and 
exercised by the '^ Board of Trade.*' 

§ 17. New Officers and Servttnts to be appointed, — And be it enacted. 
That the ''Board of Trade'* shall nominate two proper persons to assist 
sneh board in the execution of this act, and may from time to time remove 
and replace them, and appoint an annual salary not exceeding 600/. to each 
of them, and may also for the purposes aforesaid from time to time appoint 
and remove such officers, clerks, and servants as it may deem necessary, 
and ^ and alter the amount of salaries and wages to be paid to them. 

§ 18. AccomUa to be laid before Parliament — And be it enacted, that 
the ** Board of Trade " shall cause accovints of all monies received or paid 
by it or by its agents* in pursuance of this act, during the preceding year, 
and of aU monies or investments applicable to any of the purposes of this 
act of which it may be possessed for the time being, to be laid before each 
house of parliament in the month of January in every year, if parliament 
is then sitting, or, if parliament is not then sitting, within one month after 
the next meeting thereof. 

§ 19. MinuUSy jfc., if sealed, to he received as Evidence, — And be it en- 
acted, that all documents purporting to be originals or copies of any 
minutes or orders of the '* Board <^ Trade " on matters connected with the 
merchant service or of any scales of fees settled by it in pursuance of this 
act, and purporting to be sealed with the seal of the *' Board of Trade,*' 
shall be taken as evidence of such minutes, orders, and scales of fees 
respectively without any farther pro<^. 

I § 20. The JBoarchto sanction Forms required &^ 7 & 8 Viet. e. 112 And 

be it enacted, that the ** Board of Trade ** shall sanction forms <^ the several 
documents which are required to be in any particular form by the *' Ge- 
neral Merchant Seamen's Act,** or by so much thereof as is in force for 
the time being, and may vary sueh Ibrms from those contained in the 
schedules thereto, not omitting any essential particulars. 

§ 21. The Board to setde and issw R rms required by this Act — And be 
it enacted, that the ** Board of Trade ** shall cause all such forms as are 
hereby required to be sanctioned by it to be prepared, and to be sealed 
with such seal as aforesaid, or to be marked with some other distinguishing 
mark to be devised and employed for that purpose, and shall cause suck 
fbrms to be issued and sold as herein-after mentioned ; and all books and 
documents hereby required to be made in forms so sanctioned shall, if made 
in forms purporting to be so sealed or marked, be taken to have been made . 
in such fbrms, unless the contrary is proved; and no book or document 
hereby required to be in a form so sanctioned shall be admissible in evi- 
dence in any civil proceeding on the part of any owner or master of a 
vessel unless the same purports to be so sealed or marked : Provided, that 
the first set of fiwnls to be so issued shall be circulated amongst the local 
marine boards and otherwise published for six weeks previous to the Ist 
day of January, 1851, and after the 1st day of January, 1851, no new 
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form shall be finally iBsaed and bronght into' use, vnkm the same has, 
three months or upwards previons to such issae, been cirealated amongst 
the local marine boards or otherwise published. 

§ 22.. Forms extmpt from, Stamp Duty, — And be it enacted, that aU in- 
struments hereby required to be made in forms sanctioned by the *' Board 
of Trade '' shall, if made in such forms, be exempt from stamp duty. 

§ 23. Penalties for Forgery of Seal, and fraudulent AHeratien of Forms; 
for not itsing Forms issued by the Board.-^Ajid be it enacted, that eyery 
person who forges or procures to be forged or assists in forging such seal 
or other distmgnishing mark as aforesaid, or who fhiudulently alters or 
procures to be altered or assists in altering any form issued by the " Board 
of Trade," with the view of evading any of the provisions of this act, or 
any condition contained in such form, for each offence shall either be 
deemedguilty of a misdemeanor, or shall be liable summarily to a penalty 
not exceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment not exceeding three months, 
with or without hard labour, as the justice or court hearing the case 
may think fit : and every person who in any case in which a form sanc- 
tioned by the " Board of Trade " is hereby required, without reasonaUe 
excuse uses any form not purporting to be so sanctioned, or who sells, 
buys, or uses any document purporting to be a form so sanctioned, know- 
ing the same not to be so sanctioned, or not to have been prepared and 
issued by the ** Board of Trade," shall for each offence be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

§ 24. Examinations to be instituted for Masters and Mates of ^ Foreign^ 
going Skips" — And be it enacted, that examinations shall be instituted for 
persons who intend to become masters or mates of ** foreign-going ships," 
or who wish to procure certificates of competency herein- after mentioned ; 
and the **" Board of Trade" shall firom time to time determine on a general 
plan for the conduct thereof; and the local marine boards of such ports as 
hare in " ships " ordinarily employed as *' foreign-going ships *' a regis- 
tered tonnage of 30,000 tons or upwards, and such other local marine 
boards as the Board of Trade may appoint, shall provide for the examiaa- 
tions at their respective ports, and may appoint and from time to time 
remove and re-appoint examiners to conduct the same, and may, subject to 
the general superintendence of the " Board of Trade," regulate the same, 
and may, sutject to the sanction of the " Board of Trade," fix the remuner- 
ation of such examiners; provided, tiiat if it appears to the '* Board of 
Trade " that the examinations for any two or more ports can be conducted 
without inconvenience by the same examiners, it may require and authorise 
the local marine boards of such ports to act together as one board in pro- 
viding for and regulating examinations and appointing and removing ex- 
aminers for such ports ; and all examiners shall possess certificates of 
qualification to be from time to time granted by the '^ Board of Trade," 
and shall adhere to the general plan of examination instituted by it ; and 
the " Board of Trade" may at any time depute any of its offieers to be 
present and assist at any examination, and any members <^ the local 



224 APPENDIX II. 

marine board of the place irhere the examination is held may also be 
present and assist at any such examination. 

§ 25. Fees to he paid by Applicants, — And be it enacted, that all appli- 
cants for examination shall pay such fees, not exceeding the sums specified 
in Schedule (A.), as the ** Board of Trade ** may direct, to such persons 
as it may appoint for that purpose. 

§ 26. Certificates of Competency to be granted to those who pass, ^c, — 
And be it enacted, that the '* Board of Trade " shall deliver to every ap- 
plicant who is reported by the local examiners to have passed the examin- 
ation satisfactorily, and to have given satisfactory evidence of his sobriety, 
experience, ability, and general good conduct on shipboard, a certificate to 
the effect that he is competent to act as master or mate, herein-after called 
a certificate of competency. 

§ 27. Certificates of Service to be delivered to Persons who are already 
Masters and Mates, and to Officers in the Service of Her Majesty and the 
East India Company, — And be it enacted, that persons who have before 
the 1st day of January, 1851, served as masters or mates in the British 
Merchant Service, or who have attained, or hereafter may attain, the rank 
of lieutenant, master, passed mate, or second master, or any higher rank 
in the naval service of Her Majesty or of the East India Company, shall 
be entided, without payment of any fee, to certificates as masters or mates 
(as the case may be), differing in form from " certificates of competency," 
and herein-after called ** certificates of service ;" and each of such certifi- 
cates shall contain particulars of the name, place, and time of birth, and of 
the length and nature of the previous service of the person to whom the 
same is delivered; and the '*Board of Trade*' shall deliver to any person 
who proves himself to have served as master in such manner and before 
such time as aforesaid, or to have attained such rank as aforesaid, and who 
also gives a full and satisfiictory account of the particulars aforesaid, a 
** certificate of service" either as master or mate, as he may desire, and 
shall deliver to any person who proves himself to have served as mate in 
such manner and before such time as aforesaid, and who also gives a full 
and satisfactory account of the particulars aforesaid, a "certificate of 
service" as mate ; and the " Board of Trade" may also, in cases in which 
it thinks fit so to do, give " certificates of competency" in lieu of " cer- 
tificates of service" to any deserving persons who have attained such rank 
as above-mentioned, or who before this act comes into operation have 
obtained certificates from the ** Board of Trade," without requiring them 
to be examined. 

§ 28. Power to Board of Trade, under certain Conditions, to cancel or 
suspend Certificates, — ^ And be it enacted, that if any master or mate is con- 
"Victed of a misdemeanor under this act, or is superseded by the order of a. 
Naval Court constituted as herein-after mentioned, the " Board of Trade ". 
may thereupon cancel or suspend his certificate, whether of competency or 
service ; and if the " Board of Trade " or any local marine board has 
reason to believe that any master or mate is from incompetency or mis- 
conduct unfit to discharge his duties, such board may either institute an 



APPENDIX II. 225 

investigatioii, or, if expedient, the " Board of Trade" may direct the local 
marine hoard at or nearest to the place at which it may he convenient for 
the parties and witnesses to attend to institute the same ; and thereupon 
such persons as the " Board of Trade " may appoint for the purpose, or, as 
the case may he, the local marine hoard shall, with the assistance of a 
Local Stipendiary Magistrate (if any), and if there is no such magistrate, 
of a competent legal assistant to he appointed hy the ** Board of Trade," 
conduct the investigation, and may summon the master or mate to appear, 
and shall give him full opportunity of making a defence, either in person 
or otherwise, and may exercise any of the powers of procuring evidence 
herein-alfcer given to special inspectors appointed hy the " Board of Trade,*' 
and shall, on the conclusion of the investigation, make a report upon the case , 
to the ** Board of Trade •" and if- such report is to the effect that such 
master or mate is, either from incompetency, or from habitual drunkenness, 
or from tyrannical habits, unfit to discharge his duties, the ** Board of 
Trade " may cancel or suspend his certificate, whether of competency or 
service ; and every master or mate whose certificate is cancelled or sus- 
pendedf shall thereupon deliver it to the ** Board of Trade," or as it may 
direct ; and such Board may at any subsequent time grant a fresh certifi- 
cate to any person whose certificate has been cancelled, and it may pay 
the expense of any such investigation as aforesaid, and may pay to such 
magistrate or legal assistant as aforesaid such remuneration as it may deem 
fit : Provided always, that no person interested in any ship shall take part 
in any investigation relating thereto or to the conduct or competency of 
any master or mate thereof. 

§ 29. The Registrar to have Notice of GrantSf CanceUation$, Sfc. of Certifi' 
cotes, and to record the same, — And be it enacted, that all certificates, 
whether of competency or service, shaU be made in duplicate, and one part 
shall be delivered to the person entitled to the certificate, and the other 
shall be kept and recorded by the Registrar of Seaman, or by such other 
person as the <* Board of Trade" may direct so to do; and the Board shall 
give to the registrar or such other person immediate notice of all orders 
made by it for cancelling, suspending, altering, or otherwise affecting any 
certificate; and the registrar, or such other person as aforesaid, shaU 
thereupon midLC a corresponding entry in the record of certificates ; and a 
copy, purporting to be certified by the registrar or his assistant, or by such 
person as aforesaid, of any certificate, shall be prima facie evidence of such 
certificate, and a copy, purporting to be so certified as aforesaid, of any 
entry made as aforesaid in respect of any certificate, shall be primd facie 
evidence of the truth of the matters stated in such entry; and in case any 
master or mate proves to the satisfiiction of the ** Board of Trade " that he has 
innocently lost or been deprived of any certificate already granted to him, 
the Board shall, upon payment of such fee (if any) as it may direct, cause 
a copy of the certificate to which by the record so kept as aforesaid he appears 
to be entitled to be made out and certified as aforesaid, and to be delivered 
to him, and any copy which purports to be so made out and certified as 
aforesaid shall have all the effect of the original. 

Q 
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§ 30. NoFonigm'-ffoimg Skip is toFrotxedto Sea wiAomt P^cdmeiim ^ ike 
CkriifieaiesofAe Master omdMaies^ — And be it enictfd, that no "■ foreign- 
going ship ** dun go to lea, ankas the niaster and the first and aeeond mates 
or the only mate (as the case may be), if engaged to serve in those capa- 
cities at the oonmiencement of the royage, have obtained and possess valid 
certificates either of competency or senrice aqrpropriaie to their several 
stations ; and no ollieer of customs shall dear outwards any such "■ ship,** 
or permit any soch "■ ship " to proceed to sea unless soch aj^n^iriate 
certificates are prodneed to him ; and the tide-wailerB left on board shall 
be maintained at the expense of the master or oimer until such certificates 
are produced, and clearance may be delayed till soch expense is satisfied. 

§ 31. Pemaitiet/or FaUe RepreaeMtatiomg ; far Forgmg or AlieriMg orfiaada" 
leailyunmgamif Certificate ;for neglecting to give wp Certifieaie when, canceled; 
and for going to Sea witkomi Certificate. — And be it enacted, that CTery 
person who makes or procures to be made or assists in making any fiJse 
representation for the purpose of obtaining for himself or for any other 
person a certificate either of competency or service, or who fraudulently 
forges or alters, or procures to be forged or altered, or asasts in forging or 
altering, any such certificate or any official copy of any such certificate, or 
who fraudulently makes use of any such certificate or any copy of any 
such certificate which is forged, altered, cancelled, suspended, or to which 
he is not justly entitled, for each o£ence shall either be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, or shall be liable summarily to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds, or to imprisonment not exceeding three months, with or without 
hard labour, as the justice or court hearing the case may think fit ; and 
every person who neglects or refuses to give up a cancelled or suspended 
certificate when required by the **■ Board of Trade " so to do, or who, 
having been engaged to serve as master or as first or second or only mate 
of any ^ foreign-going ship," goes to sea as such master or mate without 
being at the time entitled to and possessed of a valid and appropriate certifi- 
cate, or who employs any person as master or mate of any such ** ship *' as 
aforesaid knowing him not to be entitled at the time to a valid and appro- 
priate certificate, shall for each such offence be liable to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding fifty pounds. 

§ 32. Transfer to Board of Trade of Control over Registrar, — And be it 
enacted, that all powers of controlling and reg^ulating the General Register 
and Record Office for Seamen which are given to the Lord High Admiral or 
the conmiissioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral by the said 
** General Merchant Seamen's Act *' and by an act passed in the session of 
the fifth and sixth years of the reign of Song William the Fourth, intituled 
'* An Act to amend and consolidate the Laws relating to the Merchant 
Seamen of the United Kingdom, and for forming and maintaining a Register 
of all the Men engaged in that Service/* shall, from the time when this act 
comes into operation, be vested in the '* Board of Trade ; " and such Board 
may, with the concurrence of the said Lord High Admiral or commissioners, 
dispense with the observance of all or any of those parts of the '* General 
Merchant Seamen's Act," which relate to register tickets of "seamen;" 



APPENDIX II. 227 

and such Board may direct the performance bj the registrar of seamen of 
any other duties than those now imposed on him, or may unite his office 
and duties with any other office and duties relating to the merchant senrice» 
or may abolish his office, and direct any duties thereof which the Board 
may think it desirable to continue to be performed by such persons, being 
servants or agents of the Board, and in such manner as the Board may 
think fit ; and the commissioners of her Majesty's treasury may make any 
alterations in the payment of the salaries and allowances of the registrar, 
his assistants and clerks, and may regulate the salaries or allowances to be 
paid to them or to any other persons for performing any of his or their 
continuing duties. 

§ 33. Registry f how to be kept in future, — And be it enacted, that the 
registrar of seamen, or such other person as the **• Board of Trade " may 
direct so to do ; shaU, so far as by means of the documents transmitted to 
him he is able so to do, keep a record of such particulars relating to 
persons in the merchant service as are now recorded by him, or such other 
record of matters relating to such persons as the board may direct 

§ 34. Shipping Masters and other Officers to transmit Documents to Registrar ^ 
to he preserved, — And be it enacted, that all shipping masters and officers 
of customs shall take charge of all documents which are delivered or 
transmitted to or retained by them in pursuance of this act, and shall keep 
them for such time (if any) as may be necessary for the purpose of settling 
any business arising at the place, or for any other proper purpose, and 
shall, if required, produce them for any of such purposes, and shall then 
transmit them, excepting log books, to the registrar of seamen, or to such 
other person as the " Board of Trade " may direct, to be by him recorded 
and preserved ; and the registrar, or such other person as the Board may 
intrust with the custody of any such document, shall, on payment of a 
moderate fee to be fixed by the Board, or without payment of any fee if the 
Board so direct, allow any person to inspect the same, and, in cases in 
which the production of the original in any court of justice or elsewhere is 
essential, produce the same, and in other cases make and deliver to 
any person requiring it a certified copy thereof or of any part thereof; 
and every copy purporting to be so made and certified shall be received in 
evidence, and shall have all the effect of the original of which it purports 
to be a copy. 

§ 35. Local Boards may establish and regulate Shipping Offices, — And be it 
enacted, that in every seaport in the ** United Sangdom " in which there is 
local marine board, such board shall establish a shipping office or shipping 
offices, and nuiy procure the requisite premises, and appoint, and from time to 
time remove and reappoint superintendents of such offices, to be called ship 
ping masters, with any necessary deputies, clerks, and servants, and fix and 
from time to time alter their salaries and wages, and regulate the mode of 
conducting business at such offices, and have complete control over the same, 
subject to the approval and immediate direction of the ** Board of Trade *' so 
far as regards the number of persons appointed, the amount of salaries and 
wages, and the receipt and payment of money ; and, subject as aforesaid, 

Q 2 
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every shipping master shall obey the directions of the local marine board 
by which he is appointed ; and all shipping masters, deputies, clerks, and 
servants shall before entering upon their duties give such security (if any) 
for the due performance thereof, as the ** Board of Trade *' may require ) 
and every act done by or before any deputy duly appointed shall have the 
same e£Eiect as if done by or before the shipping master : Provided, that if 
in any case any two members of any local marine board complain to the 
** Board of Trade *' that any shipping master, deputy, clerk, or servant 
appointed by such local marine board does not properly discharge his 
duties, the *' Board of Trade " may investigate the case, and may, if the 
complaint is substantiated, remove him from his office, and may provide 
for the proper performance of his duties until another person is pro- 
perly appointed in his place. 

§ 36. Business of such Offices generally. — And be it enacted, that it shall 
be the general business of shipping masters appointed as aforesaid to afford 
facilities for engaging ^ seamen " by keeping registries of their names and 
characters, to superintend and facilitate their engagement and discharge in 
manner herein-after mentioned, to provide means for securing the presence 
on board at the proper times of men who are so engaged, and to perform 
such other duties in respect of *' seamen" as are hereby or may hereafter 
be committed to them. 

§ 37. Business may be transferred from Customs to Shipping Masters. — 
And be it enacted, that the " Board of Trade " may, with the consent of 
Her Migesty's commissioners of customs, cause any duties relating to 
** seamen " or apprentices which are now performed by officers of customs 
to be transferred to and performed by shipping masters appointed under 
this act. 

§ 38. Fees to be paid upon Engagements and Discharges^ not exceeding 
Sums in Schedule B. — And be it enacted, that fees shall be payable upon 
engagements and discharges which in pursuance of this act are to 
be effected before shipping masters as herein-after mentioned, so never- 
theless that such fees shall not exceed the sums specified in schedule B.; 
and, subject to such restriction, the *' Board of Trade " shall fix and may 
alter the amount of such fees, and shall cause scales thereof to be prepared 
and to be conspicuously placed in the shipping offices ; and all shipping 
masters, their deputies, clerks, and servants, may refuse to proceed with 
any engagement or discharge unless the fees payable thereon are first paid. 

§ 39. Masters to pay Fees^ and to deduct Part from Wages. — And be it 
enacted, that every owner or master of a ** ship " engaging or discharging 
any crew or " seaman " in a shipping office or before a shipping master, 
shall pay to the shipping master the whole of the fees hereby made payable 
in respect of such engagement or discharge, and may, notwithstanding 
anything in the ** Seamen's Protection Act " contained, for the purpose of 
in part reimbursing himself^ deduct in respect of each- such engagement or 
discharge, from the wages of all persons (except apprentices) so engaged 
or discharged, and retain, any sums not exceeding the sums specified in 
that behalf in schedule C. 
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§ 40. Shipping Masters taking other Remuneration to be liable to Penalty,^- 
And be it enacted, that any shipping master, deputy shipping master, 
clerk, or servant who demands or receives any remuneration whatever, 
either directly or indirectly, for hiring, supplying or providing any ** sea- 
man" for any merchant " ship," excepting the lawful fees payable under this 
act, shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty pounds. 

§ 41. Forms issued by the Board to be sold at Shipping Offices, — And be it 
enacted, that the " Board of Trade " shall cause printed forms of all agree- 
ments, advance notes, allotment notes, receipts, discharges, official log 
books, and other documents which in pursuance of this act are issued or 
sanctioned by the Board for the use of persons engaged in or connected 
with the merchant service, to be supplied or sold at all shipping offices, at 
such times, to such persons, at such moderate prices (if any), and in such 
manner as the Board may direct, or by such other persons as it may 
license so to do. 

§ 42. Business of Shipping Offices may be transacted at Custom Houses, — 
And be it enacted, that the '* Board of Trade " may, with the consent of 
the commissioners of Her Majesty's customs, direct that at any place in 
which no separate shipping office is established, the whole or any part of the 
business of the shipping office shall be conducted at the custom liouse, and 
thereupon the same shall be there conducted accordingly ; and in respect 
of such business such custom house shall for all purposes be deemed to be 
a shipping office, and the officer of the customs there to whom such 
business is committed shall for all purposes be deemed to be a shipping 
master, within the meaning of this act. 

§ 43. TTie Board may authorize Sailors' Homes to take and retain Fees ; 
and may appoint Sailors' Homes in London, — And whereas it is expedient to 
encourage sailors* homes in the seaports of the " United Kingdom :" be it 
enacted, that if the ** Board of Trade " or any local marine board ap- 
points any superintendent or other person connected with any such home 
to be a shipping master, or constitutes any office in any such home a 
shipping office for all or any of the purposes of this act, the " Board of 
Trade " may authorize the whole or any portion of the fees paid at any 
such office to be appropriated for the use of such home : provided also, 
that in the port of London the "Board of Trade" may appoint any 
superintendent of any sailors' home, or any other person connected there- 
with, to be a shipping master, with such deputies, clerks, and servants bA 
may be necessary, and may appoint any office in any such home to be a 
shipping office, and may from time to time revoke and alter such appoint- 
ments ; and all shipping masters, deputies, clerks, and servants so appointed, 
and all shipping offices so constituted in the port of London, shall be sub- 
ject to the immediate control of the " Board of Trade," and not to the 
local marine board o^ the port. 

§ 44. The Board may in any Case dispense with the Shipping Master*s 
Superintendence,^ And. be it enacted, that the "Board of Trade" may 
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from time to time in any case or class of cases dispense with the trans- 
action before a shipping master or in a shipping office of any matters re- 
quired by this act to be so transacted ; and thereupon such matters shall, 
if duly transacted as otherwise required by law, be as valid as if trans- 
acted before a shipping master or in a shipping office. 

§. 45. Repeal of so much of7^8 Vict, c. 112. as relates to Agreements, ss. 
2, 3, 4, 5, 53, 55, 56. — And be it enacted, that so much of the " General 
Merchant Seaman's Act " as relates to agreements with ** seamen " shall be 
repealed from the time when so much of this act as relates to the same par- 
ticulars comes into operation, except as to agreements entered into and 
liabilities and penalties incurred before that time ; and that such of the 
provisions of the same Act as relate to the delivery and production of the 
agreements thereby required to any consulkr or naval officer or officer of 
customs abroad, and to endorsements to be made thereon by any such 
officer, shall apply to the agreements hereby required. 

§ 46. Agreements to be made with Seamen, containing certain Particulars, 
— And be it enacted, that every master of a " ship " shall, on carrying any 
" seaman " to sea as one of his crew, enter into an agreement with him in 
the manner herein-after mentioned ; and every such agreement shall be in 
a form to be sanctioned and issued by the " Board of Trade," and shall 
be dated at the time of the first signature thereof, and shall be signed by 
the master before any '* seaman '* signs the same, and shall contain the 
following particulars as terms thereof; 

1. The nature, and, as far as practicable, the length of the voyage or 
engagement on which the '* ship " is to be employed : 

2. The time at which each " seaman " is to be on board or to begin 
work : 

3. The capacity in which each ** seaman " is to serve : 

4. The amount of wages which each " seaman " is to receive : 

5. A scale of the provisions which are to be furnished to each " seaman." 

6. Any regulations as to conduct on board, and as to fines, short allow- 
ance of provisions, or other lawful punishments for misconduct, which 
have been sanctioned by the " Board of Trade " as regulations proper 
to be adopted, and which the parties agree to adopt : 

And shall be so framed as to admit of stipulations, to be adopted at the 
will of the master and " seaman " in each case, as to advance and allot- 
ment of wages ; and may contain any other stipulations which are not 
contrary to law. 

§ 47. For " Foreign-going Ships" such Agreements, except in fecial Cases, to 
be made be/ore and attested by a Shipping Master; to be in Duplicate; one 
Copy to be retained, the other for the Master. — Provision for Engagements 
abroad and for Substitutes, — And be it enacted, that with respect to 
** foreign-going ships," every agreement (except in the special cases of 
agreements made out of the "United Kingdom" and of agreements with 
substitutes herein-after mentioned) shall be signed by each " seaman " in 
the presence of a shipping master; and such shipping master shall cause 
the agreement to be read over and explained to each " seaman," or other- 
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wise ascertain that each ** seaman" understands the same, before he signs 
it, and shall attest each signature ; and when the crew is first engaged, the 
agreement shall be signed in duplicate; and one part shall be retained by 
the shipping master, and the other part shall contain a special place or form 
for the descriptions and signatures of substitutes or persons engaged subse- 
quently to the first departure of the " ship," and shall be delivered to the 
master ; and in the special cases of ** seamen " engaged out of the ** United 
Kingdom," and of substitutes engaged in the place of ^* seamen," who have 
duly signed the agreement, and whose services are lost within twenty-four 
hours of the ** ship's " putting to sea, by death, desertion, or other unforeseen 
cause, the engagement may, when practicable, be made before some official 
shipping master duly appointed either in the "United Kingdom" or in 
Her Majesty's dominions abroad for the purpose of shipping "seamen," and 
in the manner herein-before specified for ordinary cases happening in the 
" United Kingdom;" and in such special cases whenever the engagement is 
not so made, the master shall, before the " ship " puts to sea, if practicable, 
and^f not, as soon afterwards as possible, cause the agreement to be read 
over and explained to the " seamen," either before some " consular officer," 
or before some officer of customs, 'or on board the "ship;" and the 
" seaman " shall thereupon sign the same in the presence of such officer, or 
of some other witness, who shall attest his signature; provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall dispense with the sanction for shipping 
" seamen " at foreign ports required by the " General Merchant Seamen's 
Act" 

§ 48. In **home trade Ships" the Agreement to be entered into either before 
a Shipping Master or on board. — And be it enacted, that with respect to 
" home trade ships," crews or single " seamen " may, if the master thinks 
fit, be engaged or discharged before a shipping master in the manner 
herein-before directed with respect to " foreign-going ships ; " and in every 
case in which the engagement is not so made the master shall, before the 
" ship " puts to sea, if practicable, and if not, as soon afterwards as possible, 
cause the agreement to be read over and explained to each " seaman," and 
the " seaman " shall thereupon sign the same in the presence of a witness, 
who shall attest his signature. 

§ 49. Alterations to be void unless attested to have been made loith the Con^ 
sent of all Parties. — And be it enacted, that every erasure, interlineation, or 
alteration in any such agreement as aforesaid (except additions so made as 
herein-before directed for shipping substitutes or persons engaged subse- 
quently to the first departure of the " ship ") shall be wholly inoperative, 
unless proved to have been made with the consent of all the persons in- 
terested by the written attestation (if made in Her Majesty's dominions) 
of some shipping master, justice, officer of the customs, or other public 
functionary, or (if made out of Her Majesty's dominions) of a " consular 
officer," or, where there is no " consular officer," of two respectable British 
merchants. 

§ 50. Agreements to be produced by ^* Foreign-going Ships " on Departure, and 
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ddivered on arrival ; otherwise they are not to be cleared inwards, -^ And be U 
enacted, that in the case of ** foreign-going ships " the master shall, before 
quitting the first port of departure, produce and show to the collector or 
comptroller of customs the agreement so signed and attested as aforesaid, 
and no officer of customs shidl clear any such *' ship '' outwards or permit 
an J such '* ship " to proceed to sea without such production ; and the 
master shall also, within forty-eight hours after the " ship's " arrival at her 
final port of destination in the *' United Kingdom," or upon the discharge 
of the crew, whichever first happens, deliver such agreement to the ship- 
ping master, or, if there is no shipping master, to the collector or comp- 
troller of customs ; and the shipping master or officer of customs shall 
thereupon give to the master a certificate of such delivery ; and no officer 
of customs shall clear inwards any " foreign-going ship " without the pro- 
duction of such certificate ; and in every case in which any such " ship " is 
delayed for want of the production of any agreement or certificate of the 
delivery thereof the tide-waiters left on board shall be maintained at the 
expense of the master or owner until the same is produced, and clearance 
may be delayed till such expense is satisfied* 

f § 51. Agreements to be produced by '*home trade Ships** half-yearly ; otherwise 
they are not to receive Transire, Sfc, — And be it enacted, that in the case of 
** home trade ships " no agreement shall extend beyond the next following 
30th day of June or 31st day of December, or the first arrival of the " ship" 
at her final port of destination in the " United Kingdom " after such date ; 
and the owner or master of every such " ship " shall, within twenty-one 
dajs after the 30th day of June and the 31st day of December in every 
year, transmit or deliver to some shipping master or officer of customs in the 
** United Songdom" every agreement made within the six calendar months 
next preceding such days respectively ; and the shipping master or officer 
of customs shall thereupon give to the master or owner a certificate of 
such transmission or delivery ; and no officer of customs shall give to the 
master or owner of any such " ship " as aforesaid a transire or any other 
customs document necessary for the conduct thereof without the produc- 
tion of such certificate. 

§ 52. Seamen not to be bound to produce any Agreement or Copy. — And be 
it enacted, that any " seaman " may bring forward evidence to prove the 
contents of any agreement or otherwise to support his case without pro- 
ducing or giving notice to produce the agreement or any copy thereof. 

§ 53. Seamen not to lose Lien for Wages. — And be it enacted, that no 
" seaman " shall by reason of any agreement forfeit his lien upon the ship, 
or be deprived of any remedy for the recovery of his wages to which he 
would otherwise have been entitled ; and every stipulation which is incon- 
sistent with any provision of this act or of any other act relating to 
merchant " seamen," and every stipulation by which any " seaman " con- 
sents to abandon his right to wages in the case of the loss of the ship, or to 
abandon any right which he may have or obtain in the nature of salvage, 
shall be wholly inoperative. 



APPENDIX III. 233 

§ 54. Copy of Agreement to he made accessible to Crew. — And be it enacted, 
that the master shall at the commencement of every Toyage or engagement 
cause a legible copy of the agreement (omitting the signatares) to be placed 
on board in sach a manner as to be accessible to the crew. 

§ 55. Penalties on Masters ; for taking ** Seamen" to Sea without Agreement ; 
for non- production of Agreement} for not giving Agreement to Crew; for 
falsifying Agreement — And be it enacted, that if in any case any " seaman " 
is carried to sea without entering into an agreement in the form and 
manner and at the place and time hereby in such case required, or if any 
agreement or such copy thereof as aforesaid is not deHyered or transmitted 
to a shipping master or officer of customs at the time and in the manner 
hereby directed, the master in the case of a *' foreign-going ship," and the 
master or owner in the case of ^ a home trade ship/' shall for each of such 
offences be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds ; and if a copy of the 
agreement is not placed on board in the manner herein-before directed, the 
master shall for such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding fiye pounds ; 
and every person who fraudulently sdters or procures to be altered, or 
assists in altering, or makes or procures to be made, or assists in making, 
any false entry in, or delivers or procures to be delivered or assists in 
delivering a false copy of any agreement, for each such offence shall 
either be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, or shall be liable summarily to 
a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment not exceeding 
three months, with or without hard labour, as the Justice or Court hearing 
the case may think fit. 

§ 56. Bight to Wages and Provisioned when to begin, — And be it 
enacted, that a " seaman's '* right to wages and provisions shall be taken to 
commence either at the time at which he commences work or at the time 
specified in the agreement for his commencement of work or presence on 
board, whichever first happens : provided, that this enactment shall not 
prejudice the infliction of any lawful punishment, forfeiture, or fine ; nor 
shall any ** seaman " be entitled to wages for any period during which he 
refuses or neglects to work when required, whether before or after the time 
fixed by the agreement for his beginning work. 

§ 57. Seaman discharged before Voyage to have Compensation, — And be it 
enacted, that any** seaman" who has signed an agreement, and who is 
discharged jbefore the commencement of the voyage, or before one month's 
wages are earned, without fault on his part justifying such discharge, and 
without his consent, shall be entitled to receive from the master or owner, 
in addition to any wages he may have earned, due compensation for the 
damage thereby caused to him, not exceeding one month's wages, and may, 
on adducing such evidence as the Justice hearing the case may deem 
satisfactory of his having been so improperly discharged as aforesaid, 
recover such compensation as if it were wages duly earned. 

§ 58. Repeal of S ^9 Vict c, 116. *. 7— And be it enacted, that so 
much of the " Seamen's Protection Act" as relates to advance of wages and 
advance notes shaU be repealed from the time when those parts of this act 
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which relate to the same particulars come into operation, except as to 
advances made and advance notes given before that time. 

§ 59. Regulation of Advances and Advance Notes, — And be it enacted, that 
no advance note shall be made except in forms sanctioned by the ^ Board 
of Trade/* which are to contain blanks for the number of days within 
which the notes are to be payable, and such other blanks as may be 
necessary ; and no such form shall be altered except by duly filling up the 
blanks therein ; and no advance of wages shall be made or advance note 
given to any person but the ** seaman** himself; and no advance of wages 
shall be made or advance note given unless the agreement contains a 
stipulation for the same, and an accurate statement of the amount thereof; 
and no advance note shall be given to any "seaman** who signs the 
agreement before a shipping master, except in the presence of such shipping 
master, or, except in the case of a substitute, until four hours after the 
agreement has been so signed. 

§ 60. Advances tnade contrary to the ahove Regulations to he no discharge 
of Wages. — And be it enacted, that if any advance of wages is made or 
any advance note given to any "seaman** in any such manner as to 
constitute a breach of any of the above provisions, the wages of such 
"seaman** shall be recoverable by him as if no such advance had been 
made or promised ; and in the case of any advance note so given no person 
shall be sued thereon unless he was a party to such breach. 

§ 61. Advance Notes to be receipted, when discounted; may be sued on 
summarily; certain Evidence to be sufficient And be it enacted, that 
whenever any advance note is discounted for any "seaman,** such 
" seaman** shall sign or set his mark to a receipt endorsed on the note 
stating the sum actually paid or accounted for to him by the person 
discounting the same ; and such person may, after the expiration of ten 
da3rs from the final departure of the " ship** from her last port of departure 
in the " United Kingdom," sue for and recover the amount promised by 
the note, with costs, either from the owner or from any agent who has 
drawn or authorised the drawing of such note, either in the county court or 
in the summary manner in which " seamen** are by the " General Merchant 
S8amen*s Act** enabled to sue for and recover wages not exceeding twenty 
pounds ; and in any such proceeding it shall be sufficient for such person 
to prove that the note was given by the owner or by the master or some 
other authorised agent, and that the same was discounted to and receipted 
by the " seaman ;'* and the "seaman** shall be presumed to have gone to 
sea with the " ship,*' and to have duly earned or to be duly earning his 
wages, unless the contrary is proved, either by the production of his 
register ticket, or by the official statement of the change in the crew 
caused by his absence, made and signed by the master as herein-after 
required, or in some other manner. 

§ 62. Stipulations for Allotment to be inserted in Agreements. —And be it 
enacted, that all stipulations for the allotment of any part of the wages of 
a " seaman** during his absence shall be inserted in the agreement, and shall 
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state the amounts and times of the payments to be made ; and all allot- 
ment notes shall be in forms sanctioned by the ** Board of Trade." 

§ 63. Pla4:e appropriated to Seamen to have nine superficial Feet for each 
Many and to be properly constructed, — And be it enacted, that every place 
in any "ship" occupied by "seamen" or apprentices, and appropriated to 
their use, shall have a space of not less than nine superficial feet for every 
adult, measured on the deck or floor of such place, which shall be kept free 
from stores or goods of any kind, not being their personal property in use 
during the voyage ; and every such place shall be securely and properly 
constructed and well ventilated. 

§ 64. Board to issue Scale of Medicines according to 7 jr 8 Vict, c. 112 
s. 18. — And be it enacted, that the duty of issuing a scale of medicines and 
medicaments, which is by the "General Merchant Seamen's Act" imposed 
on the Lord High Admiral or the Commissioners for executing his office, 
shall be transferred to the " Board of Trade." 

§ 65. Board may dispense with Lime Juice, jfc. in certain cases. — And be 
it enacted, that in the case of "ships" bound to any ports in "Her 
Majesty's dominions " in North America, the " Board of Trade *' may, by 
general regulations, dispense with the observance of so much of the 
" General Merchant Seamen's Act" as relates to lime or lemon juice, 
sugar, and vinegar, and may limit such dispensation to any class of such 
"ships," and impose any conditions it may think fit, and may revoke 
any such dispensation. 

§ 66. Board of Trade and Local Boards may appoint Inspectors ofMedi* 
cineSf who are to see that Ships are properly supplied, — And be it enacted, 
that the ** Board of Trade" and the local marine boards may appoint pro- 
per medical inspectors to inspect the medicines, medicaments, lime or 
lemon juice, sugar, and vinegar required by the ''General Merchant 
Seamen's Act," and may, subject to the sanction of the " Board of Trade," 
fix the remuneration of such persons ; and such medical inspectors shall 
for the purposes of such inspection have the same powers as the special 
inspectors herein-after mentioned ; and whenever any such medical inspector 
reports to the collector or comptroller of customs in any port, and at the 
same time to the master, owner, or consignee of any "ship" lying therein 
which is required to carry such articles, that in such "ship" the said 
articles, or any of them, are deficient in quantity or quality, or are placed 
in improper vessels, the master of such " ship," before proceeding to sea, 
shall produce to such collector or comptroller a certificate under the hand 
of such medical inspector, or of some other medical inspector, to the 
effect that such deficiency has been supplied or remedied, or that such 
improper vessels have been replaced by proper vessels, as the case may 
be; and if such '*ship" proceeds to sea without the production of such 
certificate, the owner, master, or consignee thereof shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding twenty pounds ; Provided, that every such inspector, 
if required by timely notice in writing from the master, owner, or con- 
signee, shall make his inspection three days at least before the "ship" 
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proceeds to sea, and if the resnlt of the icspection is satisfactOTy shall 
not again make inspection before the commenoement of the voyage, 
nnless he has reason to suspect that some of the artidea inspeeted have 
be«i subsequently remoTed, injured, or destroyed. 

§ 67. PeraoM adiing had Drugs liable to Penalty. — And be it enacted, 
that any person who sells or supplies any medicines, medicaments, lime 
or lemon juice, of bad quality, for the use of any ship, shall for each offence 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

§ 68. MaaUrt to keep WeightM ami Meanarea on board. — And be it 
enacted, that every master shall keep on board proper wights and 
measures, for the purpose of determining the quantities of the several 
provisions and articles served out, and shall allow the same to be used at 
the time of serving out in the presence of a witness, whenever any dispute 
arises about such quantities. 

§ 69. PeiuUtiesfor wantof Space; far improper Constrmction or Ventilatiom 
of Sleeping Pkbcee ; for not keeping Weights and Meamres. — And be it enacted 
that if any place in any " ship" occupied by ^ seamen** or apprentices, and 
appropiiated to their use, is not in the whole sufficiently large to give such 
space as herein-before required, or if any such place is not securely and 
property constructed and well ventilated, the owner shall for every such 
offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds ; and if any 
such space as aforesaid is not kept free from goods and stores as afoiesaidi 
or if proper weights and measures are not kept or allowed to be used as 
herein-before directed, the master shall for every offence be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

§ 70. Refusal to Join and Desertion to be punishahU with three MonM Im^ 
prisonment; with power to Justice to send the Offender on board. — And be it 
enacted, that if any ** seaman," after signing the agreement as herein- 
before required, or any apprentice, wilfully neglects or refuses to join his 
" ship," or deserts, and then or afterwards is found or arrives at any place 
in which there is a court of justice capable of exercising jurisdiction under 
this act, he shall, on due proof of the offence, and, when practicable, of a 
proper entry thereof in the official log book, be summarily punished by 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve weeks, with or without 
hard labour, at the discretion of the court or justice inflicting the same ; 
Provided that, in case the master, or the owner, or his agent so requires, 
such court or justice may, instead of committing the offender to prison, 
cause him to be conveyed on board for the purpose of proceeding on the 
voyage, or may deliver him to the master or any mate of the ^ ship," or 
the owner or his agent, to be by them so conveyed, and may in such case 
order any costs and expenses properly incurred by or on behalf of the 
master or owner by reason of the offence to be paid by the offender, and, 
if necessary, to be deducted from any wages which he may have then 
earned, or which by virtue of his then existing engagement he may after- 
wards earn. 
§ 71. Master or Owner nuzy give Deserters, (fc. in charge without Warrant 
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•— And be it enacted, that whenever a *' seaman" or apprentice neglects or 
revises to join, or absents himself without leave, or deserts from, any 
" ship " in which he is engaged to serve, the master or any mate, or the 
owner, ship's husband, or consignee, may, for the purpose of carrying him 
before a justice, apprehend or require any police officer or constable to 
apprehend him, without first procuring a warrant, but so nevertheless as 
not to detain him in custody more than twenty-four hours, or such shorter 
time as may in the particular case be reasonable, before the case is heard 
or a proper warrant is procured ; but if any such apprehension appears to 
the court of justice before whom the case is brought to have been made on 
improper or on insufficient grounds, the master, mate, owner, ship's hus- 
band, or consignee who made the &jae, or caused the same to be made, 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

§ 72. On Voyage Seamen found absent without Leave may he carried on 
board, — And be it enacted, that if in the course of a voyage any " seaman " 
or apprentice is found absenting himself from his " ship " without leave, the 
master, or any mate, or the owner, ship's husband, or consignee, may, in 
any place in Her Majesty's dominions, with or without the assistance of 
the local authorities, who are hereby directed to give the same, if required, 
and also at any place out of Her Majesty's dominions, if and so far as the 
laws in force at such place will permit, apprehend him, and shall thereupon, 
if he so requires, and if practicable, convey him before some court or 
justice capable of hearing his complaint, to be dealt with according to law, 
or may, if he does not so require, or if there is no such court or justice at 
or near the place, at once convey him on board. 

§ 73. Wages forfeited for Desertion to be recoverable by Master Sfc. who has 
suffered by the Desertion, 7 §• 8 Vict c. 112. #. 9. — And be it enacted, that 
such wages or parts of wages forfeited for desertion as are, by the section 
of the "General Merchant Seamen's Act," numbered IX. in the copy 
printed by the Queen's printer, applicable to the reimbursement of the 
expenses occasioned by such desertion to the master or owner of the 
** ship" from which the "seaman" has deserted, may be recovered by such 
master, or by the owner, or his agent, in the same manner as the " seaman" 
might have recovered the same if they had not been forfeited; and any 
court or justice may in any proceeding relating to such wages order the 
same to be paid accordingly. 

§ 74. Entries and Certificates of Desertion abroad to be copied^ sent Home, 
and admitted in Evidence, 7 & 8 Vict, c. 112, ss, 9. 46. — And be it enacted, 
that in all cases of desertion from any " ship " in any place abroad, the 
master shall produce the entry of such desertion in the official log book to 
the person or persons required by the " Greneral Merchant Seamen's Act" 
to indorse on the agreement a certificate of such desertion; and such person 
or persons shall thereupon make and certify a copy of such entry and also 
a copy of the said certificate of desertion ; and if such person is a public 
functionary he shall, and in other cases the said master shall, forthwith 
transmit such copies to the Registrar of Seamen in England; and the said 
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registrar shall, if required, cause the same to be produced in any legal 
proceeding; and such copies, if purporting to be so made and certified as 
aforesaid, and if shown to have come from the custody of the said regis- 
trar, shall in any legal proceeding relating to such desertion be received as 
eyidence of the entries therein appearing. 

§ 75. False statement as to last ship or name to be forfeiture. — And be it 
enacted, that if any "seaman" on or before being engaged wilfully and 
fraudulently makes a false statement of the name of his last " ship," or 
last alleged " ship," or wilfully and fhiudulently makes a false statement 
of his own name, he shall forfeit, out of the wages he may earn by virtue 
of such engagement, a sum not exceeding five pounds; and such sum shall, 
subject to reimbursement of the loss and expenses (if any) occasioned by 
any previous desertion, be paid to the " Board of Trade." 

8 76. Board may dispense unth Sanction for Discharge of Mien in Colonies 
required by 7 & S Vict c. 121. s, 46. — And be it enacted, that the "Board 
of Trade" may, by regulations duly published, dispense with the necessity 
of obtaining such sanctions for the discharge of "seamen" in "Her 
Majesty's dominions" abroad as are required by the " General Merchant 
Seamen's Act," and may limit such dispensations to any particular class of 
"ships" or voyages, and may impose any conditions it may think fit, and 
may revoke any such dispensation ; and whilst any such dispensation is in 
force, any master, whose agreement permits of his so doing, may discharge 
his crew or any members thereof, without such sanction as aforesaid, in 
any place to which such dispensation may apply. 

§ 77. Misconduct endangering the Ship or Life or Limb, a Misdemeanor. — 
And be it enacted, that any master or mate of, or any "seaman" or ap- 
prentice belonging to, any British " ship," who by wilful breach of duty, 
or by neglect of duty, or by reason of drunkenness, does any act tending 
to the immediate loss, destruction, or serious damage of such "ship," or 
tending immediately to endanger the life or limb of any person belonging 
to or on board of such "ship," or who by wilful breach of duty, or by 
neglect of duty, or by reason of drunkenness, refuses or omits to do any 
lawful act proper and requisite to be done by him for preserving such 
"ship" fr^om immediate loss, destruction, or serious damage, or for pre- 
serving any person belonging to or on board such "ship" from immediate 
danger to life or limb, shall for each such offence be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor. , . n a a \^ - 

8 78. Certain Offences to be punishable on arrival m rort. — And be it 
enacted, that any ** seaman" or apprentice who whilst on service commits 
any of the foUowing offences, and who then is or afterwards arrives or is 
found at any place in which there is a court of justice capable of exercising 
summary jurisdiction under this act, may, on due proof of the offence and 
of such entry thereof in the log book as herein-after directed, be summarily 
punished by imprisonment, with or without hard labour, not exceedmg in 
duration the several periods following ; (that is to say,) 

1. Twelve weeks for wilfully demaging the "ship," or embezzling or 
wilfully damaging any of her stores or cargo : 
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2. Twelve weeks for assaulting any master or mate : 

3. Four weeks for wilftil disobedience to any lawfid commands : 

4. Twelve weeks for continued wilful disobedience to lawful commands, 
or for continued wilful neglect of duty : 

5. Twelve weeks for combining with any other or others of the crew to 
disobey lawful commands, or to neglect duty, or to impede the 
navigation of the " ship " or the progress of the voyage : 

Provided always, that nothing herein-before contained shall take away or 
abridge any powers which a master has over his crew. 

§ 79. Fiiies to he deducted from Wages, and paid to Shipping Master. — And 
be it enacted, that whenever any act of misconduct is committed which is 
by the agreement subject to a fine, the appropriate fine shall, if an entry of 
the offence is made and attested in the official log book as herein -after 
directed, and if the offence is proved to the satisfaction of the shipping 
master to whom the fine is to be paid, be deducted from the wages of the 
offender ; and the master or owner shall pay over every fine so deducted 
as follows ; that is to say, in the case of *' foreign-going ships ** to the 
shipping master before whom the crew is discharged, and in case of 
*' home trade ships '' to the shipping master at or nearest to the place at 
which the crew is discharged ; and any master or owner who neglects or 
refuses to pay over any such fine as aforesaid shall for each offence be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding six times the amount of the fine retained 
by him: Provided always, that if, before the final discharge of the crew in 
the United Kingdom, any such offender as aforesaid enters into any of Her 
Majesty's ships, or is discharged abroad, the offence shall then be proved 
to the satisfaction of the officer in command of the ship into which he 
so enters, or of the consular officer, officer of customs, or other person by 
whose sanction he is so discharged ; and the fine shall thereupon be 
deducted as aforesaid ; and an entry of such deduction shall then be made 
in the official log book, and signed bj such officer or other person ; and 
such fine shall, on the return of the ship to the United Kingdom, in the 
case of " foreign-going ships," be paid to the shipping master before 
whom the crew is discharged, and in the case of " home trade ships " to 
the shipping master at or nearest to the place at which the crew is 
discharged. 

§ 80. Both Imprisonment and Forfeiture may be ir\fliciedf if Justice so 
requires, — And be it enacted, that whenever in any proceeding under the 
General Merchant Seamen's Act or this act any question arises concerning 
any offence commited by a " seaman " or apprentice which is punishable 
under either of such acts, the court or justice hearing the same may, if 
the justice of the case requires, order the offender to be punished, both by 
lawful imprisonment appropriate to the case, and, in addition, may make 
such order in regard of wages accruing due in the meantime as to such 
court or justice may seem fit 

§ 81. No Allowance for Beduction in Provisions during Neglect of Duty or 
Confinementy or According to agreement — And be it enacted, that no " sea- 
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man*' or apprentice shall be entitled to any pecuniary allowance on 
account of any reduction in the quantity of proyisions ftimished to him 
during such time as he -wilfully and without sufficient cause refuses or 
neglects to perform his duty, or is lawfully under confinement for mis- 
conduct either on board or on shore, or during such time as such quantity 
may be reduced in accordance with any regulation for reduction by way 
of punishment contained in the agreement. 

§ 82. Naval Court for hearing Complaints on the high Seas and abroad; its 
constitution and power. — And be it enacted, that if, whilst any ** ship " is 
out of ** Her Majesty's dominions,** a complaint is made by the master or 
by any of the certificated mates, or by one third or more of the " seamen *' 
in her crew, or by her consignee, to any naral ofiicer in command of any 
'* ship ** of Her Majesty, or, in the absence of such naval officer, to any 
"consular officer,*' such naval or consular officer shall thereupon, if 
circumstances admit, and if he thinks the case requires immediate investi- 
gation, but not otherwise, summon a court consisting of not more than five 
and not less than three members, of whom, if possible, one shall be a naval 
officer not below the rank of Lieutenant, one a " consular officer," and one 
a Master of a British merchant ship, and the rest shall be either naval 
officers, masters of British merchant ships, or British merchants, and such 
court may include the naval or consular officer summoning the same, but 
include the master or consignee of the " ship '* to which the parties com- 
plaining or complained against may belong ; and the naval or consular 
officer on such court, if there is only one such officer on the court, and if 
there is more than one, the naval or consular officer who according to any 
regulations for settling their respective ranks for the time being in force is 
of the highest rank, shall be the president of such court ; and such court 
shall hear the case, and may for that purpose summon and compel the 
attendance of parties and witnesses, and administer oaths and affirmations, 
and order the production of dociunents, and may discharge any " seaman " 
from his " ship," and may, if the court is unanimous that the safety of the 
*• ship " or crew, or the interests of the owner, absolutely require it, 
supersede the master, and appoint another person to act in his stead, such 
appointment to be made with the consent of the consignee of the " ship," if 
then at the place, and shall, whether any order is made or not, make a 
report containing a statement of the proceedings and of the evidence, and 
send it to the " Board of Trade ;" and such report, if purporting to be 
signed by the senior naval officer or master, or to be sealed with the 
consular seal, and if produced out of the custody of the " Board of Trade ** 
or its officers, shall be admitted in evidence in any legal proceeding. 

§ 83. Costs of Proceeding and Compensation for Delay. — And be it enacted, 
that such court may order the costs of the proceeding before it (if any), or 
any portion thereof, to be paid by any of the parties thereto^ and may order 
any person making any frivolous or vexatious complaint to pay compensa- 
tion for any loss or delay caused thereby ; and any cost or compensation so 
ordered shall be paid by such person accordingly, and may be recovered 
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in tlie same manner as other sums hereby made recoverable, or may, if 
the case admits, be deducted from his wages ; and the " Board of Trade '* 
may, in any case in which it thinks fit so to do, pay any costs of any such 
proceeding, and make any reasonable compensation for any damage or 
delay caused thereby. 

§ 84. Penalty for preventing Complaint. — And be it enacted, that any 
person who wilfully and without due cause prevents or obstructs the making 
or investigation of any such complaint as aforesaid, shall for each offence 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment, with 
or without hard labour, for a period not exceeding twelve weeks. 

§ 85. The Board is to sanction Forms of Log Books, which are to be in- 
variably employed, and properly kept — And be it enacted that the Board of 
Trade shall sanction forms of official log books, which may be different for 
different classes of ** ships," and shall contain, amongst other things, blanks 
for the entries herein -after required, and for entries as to the character and 
conduct of the several members of the crew ; and an official log of every 
" ship" shall be kept in the sanctioned form, and all the blanks therein shall 
be duly filled up ; and in all cases the entries shall be made as soon as possible 
after the occurrences to which they relate, and in no case shall any entry 
be made more than twenty -four hours after the arrival of the "ship" at 
her final port of entry or discharge in respect of any occurrence happening 
previously to such arrival; and the official log may, at the discretion of the 
master or owner, be either united with or kept distinct from the ordinary 
ship's log ; and in cases in which they are kept distinct, and in which the 
official log is properly kept, nothing herein contained shall apply to the 
ordinary ship's log. 

§ 86. Entries of Fines and Punishments to be made in the Log and attested; 

also Entries as to Conduct generally And be it enacted, that the master of 

every *' ship" shall, upon every legal conviction of any member of his 
crew, and upon every infliction of punishment on any such member, and 
upon the conmiission of every offence by any such member for which it is 
intended to procure punishment to be inflicted or to enforce a forfeiture 
or exact a fine, immediately cause a statement of the offence, and in the 
case of a conviction or of punishment actually inflicted a statement of such 
conviction or punishment, to be entered in the official log book, and shall 
cause such entry to be signed by a mate of the "ship," or, if there is no 
mate, by the carpenter, boatswain, or one of the oldest members of the 
crew ; and the master shall also from time to time or at some time before 
the discharge of the crew fill up the blanks left for that purpose in the 
official log books with true entries concerning the conduct and character 
of the several members of the crew, or may, in a blank to be left for that 
purpose, state that he declines to give any opinion thereupon. 

§ 87 Entries of Illness, Injury, and Death to be made in Log Books ; also of 
Seamen leaving Ship. — And be it enacted, that every master shall, in every 
case of illness or injury causing suspension of work, or of death, happening 
to any " seaman" or apprentice during a voyage, cause an entry thereof, 
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and also, in the case of illness or iigury, of the nature thereof and of the 
medical treatment adopted, and, in the case of death, of the cause of death, 
to he made in the official log hook, such entry to he signed by the mate, 
or, if there is no mate, by the carpenter, boatswain, or one of the oldest 
members of the crew, and by the surgeon or medical man on board, if any, 
and shall also, in case of any '* seaman" or apprentice ceasing to be a 
member of the crew otherwise than by death on board, thereupon im- 
mediately cause an entry of the place, time, manner, and cause of such 
** seaman" or apprentice ceasing to be a member of the crew to be made 
in the official log book, such entry to be signed by the mate, or, if there 
is no mate, by the carpenter, boatswain, or one of the oldest members of 
the crew. 

§ 88. List vt Schedule (C?.) 7 ft* 8 Vict. c. 112. s. 26. not required.-^ And 
be it enacted, that no lists made in the form set forth in schedule (G.) to 
the ** General Merchant Seamen's Act " shall be required from any master 
who has engaged his crew before a shipping master ; but the master of 
every " foreign-going ship " of which the crew has been so engaged shall, 
before finally leaving the " United Kingdom," sign and send to the nearest 
shipping master a full and accurate statement, in a form to be sanctioned 
by the " Board of Trade," of every change which takes place in his crew 
before finally leaving the " United Kingdom." 

§ 89. Official Logs to be delivered by Foreign-going Ships on arrived; other ^ 
wise they are not to be cleared. — And be it enacted, that in the case of 
" foreign-going ships " the master shall within forty-eight hours after the 
** ship's " arrival at her final port of destination in the " United Kingdom," 
or upon the discharge of the crew, whichever first happens, deliver to the 
shipping master, or, if there is no shipping master, to the collector or 
comptroller of customs, the official log book of the voyage ; and the ship- 
ping master or officer of customs shall thereupon give to the master a 
certificate of such delivery, and no officer of customs shall clear inwards 
any "foreign-going ship" without the production of such certificate; and 
in every case in which any such "ship" is delayed for want of such 
certificate the tide-waiters left on board shall be maintained at the expense 
of the master or owner until the same is produced, and clearance may be 
delayed till such expense is satisfied. 

§ 90. Official Logs to be delivered by Home trade Ships half-yearly ; other- 
wise they are not to receive Transire. — And be it enacted, that in the case 
of " home trade ships " the owner or master shaU within twenty-one days 
after the thirtieth day of June and the thirty- first day of December in 
every year transmit or deliver to some shipping master or officer of 
customs in the " United Kingdom " the official log book for the preceding 
half-year, and the shipping master or officer of customs shall thereupon 
give to the master or owner a certificate of such transmission or delivery ; 
and no officer of customs shall give to the master or owner of any such 
" ship " as aforesaid a transire or other customs document necessary for 
the conduct thereof, without the production of such certificate. 

§ 91 . Logs to be sent Home in case of Transfer of Ship ; and in case of Loss, 
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— And be it enacted, that if any " ship " is so transferred as no longer to 
be within the operation of this act, the master or transferor thereof shall, 
within one month if such transfer is made in the ** United Kingdom," and 
within six months if the same is made elsewhere, deliver or transmit to 
the shipping master or comptroller or collector of customs at the ** port " to 
which the ** ship " previously belonged the official log book duly made 
out to the time of such transfer ; and if any " ship " is lost, the master or 
owner thereof shall, if practicable, and as soon as possible, deliver or 
transmit to the shipping master or comptroller or collector of customs at 
the port to which the " ship " belonged the official log book duly made out 
to the time of such loss. 

§ 92. Logs to be re-delivered to Master or Owner, — And be it enacted, 
that every shipping master or officer of customs to whom any log book is 
delivered in pursuance of this act shall, at any time after the expiration of 
forty-eight hours after such delivery, re-deliver the same to the master or 
owner, if required so to do ; and such master or owner shall at any time 
within two years of such re-delivery, if required by the " Board of Trade," 
produce the same for inspection, as it may direct. 

§ 93. Penalties for not keeping Log ; for not reporting Change in Crew; for 
not delivering Log ; for Making Entries in Log more than twenty-four Hours 
after arrival; for making false Entries, — And be it enacted, that if any log 
book hereby required to be kept or made in a particular manner is not so 
kept, or if any entry hereby directed to be made in any log book is not made 
at the time and in the manner hereby directed, or if, in case of any such 
change in a crew before leaving the " United Kingdom " as herein-before 
mentioned, such statement thereof is not signed and sent as herein-before 
directed, the master shall for each offence be liable to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding five pounds ; and if any log book hereby required to be delivered, 
transmitted, or produced is not delivered, transmitted, or produced as 
hereby directed, the master or owner (as the case may require) shall for 
each offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds ; and every 
person who makes or procures to be made or assists in making any entry 
in any official log book more than twenty-four hours after the " ship " has 
arrived at her final port of discharge in respect of any occurrence happen- 
ing previously to such arrival, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
thirty pounds*; and every person who wilfully makes or procures to be 
made or assists in making any felse or fraudulent entry or omission in any 
log book, for each offence shall either be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
or shall be liable summarily to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to 
imprisonment not exceeding three months, with or without hard labour, 
as the court or justice hearing the case may think fit 

§ 94. No Seaman to sue for Wages abroad except in Cases of personal 
Danger, — And be it enacted, that no " seaman " who is engaged for a 
voyage or engagement which is to terminate in the "United Kingdom" 
shall be entitled to sue abroad for wages in any court or before any justice, 
unless he is discharged in the manner required by the " General Merchant 
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Seamen's Act," and with the written consent of the master, or proves snch 
ill-usage on the part of the master, or by his authority, as to warrant 
reasonable apprehension of danger to the life of such seaman by remaining 
on board; but if any "seaman" on his return to the "United Kingdom" 
proves that the master or owner has been guilty of any conduct or default 
which, but for this enactment, would have entitled the "seaman" to sue 
for wages before the termination of the voyage or engagement, he shall be 
entitled to recover, in addition to his wages, such compensation, not exceed- 
ing twenty pounds, as the court or justice hearing the case may think 
reasonable. 

§ 95. Masters to deliver Accounts to Seamen. — And be it enacted, that, 
except in cases in which " seamen " expressly require to be paid without 
waiting for an account, every master shall, not less than twenty-four hours 
before paying off or discharging any " seaman," deliver to him, or, if the 
" seaman " is to be discharged before a shipping master, to such shipping 
master, a full account, in a form sanctioned by the Board, of his wages, 
and of aU deductions to be made therefrom on ahy account whatever ; and 
no such deduction (except in the cases above excepted, and also except in 
respect of any matter happening after such delivery,) shall be allowed, 
unless a statement thereof is so made and delivered. 

§ 96. Discharge from Foreign-going Ships to be made before Shipping Mas- 
ter, — And be it enacted, that in the case of foreign-going ships "all "sea- 
men" discharged in the " United Kingdom" shall be discharged and receive 
their wages in the presence of a shipping master duly appointed hereunder. 

§ 97. Shipping Master may decide Questions which Parties refer to him. — 
And be it enacted, that the shipping master shall hear and decide any ques- 
tion whatever between a master or owner and any of his crew which both 
parties agree in writing to submit to him ; and every decision so made by 
him shall be binding on both parties, and shall, in any legal proceeding 
which may be taken in the matter before any court of justice, be deemed 
to be conclusive as to the rights of the parties; and such written submission, 
though unstamped, signed by the parties, with an unstamped certificate of 
the decision signed by the shipping master, shall be sufficient evidence that 
the same has been duly made. 

§ 98. Release to be signed before and attested by the Shipping Master ; and 

to be kept; and to be a Discharge; and no other Receipt to be a Discharge 

And be it enacted, that upon the completion before a shipping master of 
any discharge and settlement the master or owner and each " seaman " 
shall respectively in the presence of the shipping master sign a mutual 
release of all claims in respect of the past voyage or engagement, in a form 
to be sanctioned by " the Board of Trade," and the shipping master shall 
also sign and attest it, and shall retain and transmit it as herein-before 
directed ; and such release so signed and attested shall operate as a mutual 
discharge and settlement of all demands between the parties thereto in 
respect of the past voyage or engagement ; and a copy of such release, 
certified under the hand of such shipping master to be a true copy, shall be 
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given by him to any person who may be a party thereto, and may require 
the same ; and such copy shall be receivable in evidence upon any future 
question touching such claims as aforesaid, and shall have all the effect of 
the original of which it purports to be a copy ; and in cases in which dis- 
charge and settlement before a shipping master is required, no payment, 
receipt, settlement, or discharge otherwise made shall operate or be admitted 
as evidence of the release or satisfaction of any claim ; and upon any pay- 
ment being made by a master before a shipping master the shipping master 
shall, if required, sign and give to such master a statement of the whole 
amount so paid ; and such statement shall, as between the master and his 
employer, be received as evidence that he has made the payments therein 
mentioned. 

§ 99. Master to make Reports of Character. — And be it enacted, that every 
master shall, upon any discharge being effected before a shipping master, 
make and sign in duplicate, in a form sanctioned by the " Board of Trade," 
a report of the conduct, character, and qualifications of the persons dis- 
charged, or may state in a column to be left for that purpose in the said 
form that he declines to give any opinion thereupon; and the shipping 
master shall retain one copy, and shall transmit the other to the registrar 
of seamen, or to such other person as the Board may direct, to be recorded, 
and shall, if desired so to do by any " seaman," give to him or endorse 
on his certificate of discharge a copy of so much of such report as con- 
cerns him. 

§ 100. Master, Sfc. to produce Ship*s Papers, Sfc. to Shipping Masters, and 
give Evidence. — And be it enacted, that any shipping master may, in any 
proceeding relating to the wages, claims, or discharge of any "seaman" 
hereby directed to be carried on before him, call upon the owner or his 
agent, or upon the master or any mate or other member of the crew, to 
produce any log books, papers, or other documents in their respective pos- 
session or power relating to any matter in question in such proceeding, and 
may call before him and examine any of such persons, being then at or 
near the place, on any such matter. 

§ 101. Penalties for not discharging before Shipping Master; for not 
giving Account to Seamen ; for not giving Evidence ; for falsifying, forging, 
or fraudulently using Certificates of Character. — And be it enacted, that any 
master or owner who, in any case in which discharge and settlement for 
wages are hereby directed to be made before a shipping master, discharges 
any " seaman " or settles with him for his wages otherwise than as herein- 
before directed, shall for each offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
10/.; and any master who fails to deliver such account as herein>before 
required at the time and in the manner herein-before directed shall for 
each offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding 6/.; and every owner, 
agent, master, mate, or other member of the crew, who when called upon 
by the shipping master does not produce any such paper or document as 
herein-before in that behalf mentioned, if in his possession or power, or 
does not appear and give evidence, and does not show some reasonable 

B 5 



246 APPENDIX II 

excase for such default, shall for each oflFence be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding 5/. ; and every person who makes or procures to be made or 
assists in making any false certificate or report of the service, qualifica- 
tions, conduct, or character of any " seaman," knowing the same to be 
false, or who fraudulently forges or alters, or procures to be forged or altered, 
or assists in forging or altering, any such certificate or report, or who 
fraudulently makes use of any certificate or report which is forged or 
altered or does not belong to him, for each offence shall either be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, or shall be liable summarily to a penalty not 
exceeding 50l, or to imprisonment not exceeding three months, with 
or without hard labour, as the justice or court hearing the case may 
think fit. 

§ 102. Power of procuring Returns^ ^c, — And be it enacted, that all 
" consular officers" and aU officers of customs abroad, and all local marine 
boards, and shipping masters, shall make and send to the "Board of 
Trade" such returns or reports on any matter relating to the British 
merchant service or to persons employed therein as it may require ; and all 
shipping masters shall, when required, produce to the "Board of Trade" 
or to its officers, all log books and other documents which in pursuance of 
this act are delivered to them, and the " Board of Trade " may require 
the attendance of any officer of customs or other public officer or servant 
in the " United Kingdom" whom it thinks fit to examine concerning any 
such matter as aforesaid, and may require from him any answers or returns 
as to any such matter, and may examine him on oath or affirmation, and 
cause him to produce before it any documents in his possession relating to 
any such matter. 

§ 103. Shipping Masters, Naval Officers, Consuls, and Officers of Customs 
may call for Log, Sfc, — And be it enacted, that every shipping master, and 
every officer and agent of the " Board of Trade," and every commissioned 
officer of any of Her Majesty's " ships," and every British " consular 
officer," and every chief officer of customs in any place in " Her Majesty's 
dominions" abroad, may require the production of the official log book 
and any documents relating to the crew in the possession of the owner, 
master, or any of the crew, for the purpose of inspecting the same, and of 
seeing that the provisions of this act, and of every other act relating to 
merchant " seamen," are complied with. 

§ 104. In C<ises of Accident, Misconduct, and of gross Violation of Law, the 
Board may appoint special Inspectors to report — And be it enacted, that 
whenever the ** Board of Trade" has reason to apprehend that any serious 
accident occasioning loss of life or property has been sustained or caused 
by or has happened on board of any "ship," or that any "ship" has been 
lost or has received material damage, or that any of the provisions of this 
act or of any other act relating to merchant " ships " or merchant 
sailors are so grossly neglected or disobeyed as to require special investiga- 
tion, it may appoint the local examiners or any other proper person or 
persons as special inspector or inspectors to inquire into and to report 
thereupon ; and every person so authorised may at all reasonable times, 
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upon producing his authority (if required), go on board and inspect any 
" ship " the inspection of which appears to him requisite for the purpose 
of the investigation, and every part thereof, not detaining the "ship" from 
proceeding on her voyage, and enter and inspect any premises the entry or 
inspection of which appears to him requisite for the same purpose, and may 
make such inquiries in the matter as he may think fit 

§ 105. Inspectors may caU for the Production of Evidence, Expenses of 
Witnesses. — And be it enacted, that every such special inspector as aforesaid 
may, by summons under his hand, require the attendance of all such persons 
as he may think fit to call before him upon any matter connected with the 
execution of any of the powers and duties vested in him as such inspector, 
and may require answers or returns to any inquiries he may think fit to 
make, and may require and enforce the production of all log books? 
accounts, agreements, or other papers or writings in anywise relating to 
any such matter, and may also require every such person to make and 
subscribe a declaration of the truth of the statements made by him in his 
examination : provided always, that no such person need for the purpose of 
obeying any such summons travel more than ten miles from his actual 
abode at the time of receiving the same, unless tender is made to him of 
such reasonable expenses in respect of his attendance to give evidence and 
his journeys to and from the place where he is required to attend for that 
purpose as would be allowed to any witness attending on subpoena to give 
evidence before any of Her Majesty's Courts at Westminster ; and in case 
of any dispute as to the amount of such expenses the same shall be 
referred by the inspector to one of the masters of Her Majesty's Court of 
Queen's Bench, who is hereby required, on a request made to him for that 
purpose under the hand of the said inspector, to ascertain and certify the 
proper amount of such expenses. 

§ 106. Penalties for obstructing Inspectors in the execution of their Duty ; 
and for not giving Evidence to Inspector, — And be it enacted, that every 
person who wilfully impedes any special inspector appointed by the 
" Board of Trade " or any other person hereby authorised to enter and 
inspect any " ship " or other premises in the execution of his duty, whether 
on board any " ship " or elsewhere, may be seized and detained by such 
inspector or other person, or by any person or persons whom he may call 
to his assistance, until such offender can be conveniently taken before some 
justice of the peace or other oflBcer having proper jurisdiction ; and every 
such offender, and also every person who refuses to attend as a witness 
before any special inspector when required so to do in the manner hereby 
directed, or who refuses or neglects to make any answer or to give any 
return, or to produce any document in his possession, or to make or 
subscribe any declarations, which any special inspector or other such 
person as aforesaid is hereby empowered to require, shall for each offence 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

§ 107. Misdemeanor* to be prosecuted by Information or Indictment 
Penalties and other Sums to be recovered and Offences punished summarily. 
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11 & 12 VicL c. 43. 7 & 8 Vict, c, 112.— And be it enacted, that all mis- 
' demeanors mentioned or created by this act may be prosecuted by informa- 
tion at the suit of Her Majesty's attorney general, or by indictment, or 
by such other legal proceeding as is applicable in the like cases in any 
court having appropriate criminal jurisdiction in any of " Her Majesty's 
dominions," and shall be punishable with fine or imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, or both, as such court may think fit ; and the court 
may, if it shall think fit, order payment of the costs and expenses of the 
prosecution; and all penalties and other sums of money hereby made 
payable or recoverable may be recovered, with costs, and all ofiEences 
hereby made punishable otherwise than solely as misdemeanors may be 
prosecuted and punished, and the costs of such prosecution recovered, by 
some appropriate summary proceeding, before one or more justice or 
justices, sheriff or sheriffs, or other officer or officers exercising a similar 
jurisdiction in any part of " Her Majesty's dominions;" and all such sum- 
mary proceedings, if instituted in England or Wales, may, so far as is 
consistent with the provisions of this act, be carried on either in the 
manner directed by an act passed in the session of the eleventh and twelfth 
years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled " An Act to 
facilitate the Performance of the Duties of Justices of the Peace out of 
Sessions within England and Wales with respect to sunamary Convictions 
and Orders, or, if the case admits, in the manner directed by the " General 
Merchant Seamen's Act" as to penalties thereby imposed." 

§ 108. Jurisdiction to be where the Offence is committed^ or wherever the 
Offender is, — And be it enacted, that for the purpose of giving jurisdiction 
under this act every offence shall be deemed to have been committed and 
every cause of complaint to have arisen either in the place in which the 
same actually was committed or arose or in any place in which the offender 
or person complained against may be. 

§ 109. Service to be good if made personally, or on board Ship, Sfc, 7 §* 8 
Vict c. 112. 8 J- 9 Vict c. 116. — And be it enacted, that service of any 
summons or other matter in any legal proceeding under the ** General 
Merchant Seamen's Act, or the " Seamen's Protection Act," or this Act, 
shall be good service, if made personally on the person to be served, or if 
made by leaving such summons for him on board any vessel to which 
he may belong, with the person being or appearing to be in command or 
charge of such vessel. 

§ 110. Parties may give Evidence, 7 §• 8 Vict c. 112. 8^9 Vict c, 116 

And be it enacted, that in any legal proceeding of a civil nature under the 
" General Merchant Seamen's Act," or the " Seamen's Protection Act," or 
this act, every person, whether a party to the proceeding or not, shall be 
a competent witness, and be allowed to give evidence accordingly. 

§ 1 1 1. Amount and Application of Penalties, — And be it enacted, that any 
justice or justices or other court or officer imposing any penalty under this 
act, for which no specific application is herein provided, may, if he or they 
think fit, direct that a part, not exceeding one moiety thereof, shall be 
applied to compensate any person or persons for any wrong or damage 
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which he may have sustained by the act or default in respect of which such 
penalty is imposed; and, subject to such directions or specific application 
as aforesaid, all penalties recovered in the " United Kingdom " shall be 
paid over to the " Board of Trade" or applied as it directs, and all penalties 
recovered in Her Majesty's dominions" abroad shall be paid over into the 
public treasury of the place, and form part of the public revenue thereof; 
and all sums of money hereby made recoverable, not being penalties, shall 
be paid to the persons hereby enabled to recover the same; and all penalties 
and forfeitures which by the General Merchant Seamen's Act or the 
Seamen's Protection Act are made payable to the Seamen's Hospital 
Society shall be paid to the Board of Trade, or as it may direct 

§ 112. No Proceeding to he void for Informality. — And be it enacted, 
that no conviction, order, or other proceeding under the ** General Merchant 
Seamen's Act" or this act shall be quashed or vacated for want of form. 

§ 113. Distress not unlawful for want of Form. 7^8 Vict. c. 112. 8 fr 9 
Vict. c. 116. — And be it enacted, that no distress levied in any proceeding 
under the " General Merchant Seamen's Act," or the " Seamen's Protec- 
tion Act," or this act, shall be deemed unlawful, nor shall any person 
making the same be deemed a trespasser, on account of any defect of 
form in the summons, order, conviction, warrant of distress, or other pro- 
ceeding relating thereto, nor shall such party be deemed a trespasser ab 
initio on account of any irregularity afterwards committed by him, but 
any person aggrieved by such defect or irregularity may recover satisfac- 
tion for the special damage in an action. 

§ 114. Limitation of 'rime. — And be it enacted, that every legal pro- 
ceeding under this act shall, in case the ofiPence is committed or the cause 
of complaint arises within twenty days before the commencement or during 
the continuance of any voyage made either by the person complaining or 
the person offending complained against, be commenced not later than 
twelve calendar months after the first subsequent arrival of such person or 
of both of such persons in the " United Kingdom," and in all other cases 
within twelve calendar months after the offence or cause of complaint has 
been committed or arisen. 

§ 115. Deposition taken before Consuls to be received as Evidence when 
the Witness cannot he produced. 7 §• 8 Vict. c. 112. *. 69. — And be it 
enacted, that whenever, in any legal proceeding in England in respect of 
any matter in which British " consular officers " have the power of taking 
depositions, it is proved that a witness who has been examined before any 
" consular officer " abroad is out of the ** United Kingdom," or cannot be 
found or produced on the trial or hearing, the deposition of such witness 
taken before such " consular officer " in the matter, and, if the proceeding 
is criminal, in the presence of the party accused, and certified by such 
*< consular officer " under his official seal to have been so taken, shall be 
admitted in evidence in such proceeding ; and any deposition purporting 
to be so certified as aforesaid shall be deemed to have been so taken and 
certified as aforesaid, unless the contrary is proved. 
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§ 116. Shipping Masters and other Public Servants receiving or recovering 
Money to pay or account for the same to the Board. — And be it enacted, thai 
every shipping master, officer of customs, or other public officer or servant, 
who receives or recovers within the " United Kingdom"' any sum of 
money for the sale of any forms supplied to him by the " Board of Trade,** 
or any fee, fine, or penalty hereby made payable, shall be deemed to be the 
agent of such Board in respect thereof, and shall, according to its instruc- 
tions, either transmit the same to or to the account of such Board, or retain 
or apply the same as it may direct, and shall, at such times as such Board 
may direct, render to it a fuU account of all monies so received, and of the 
application thereof. 

§ 117. Monies not presently required to be invested in Parliamentary 
Securities. — And be it enacted, that all monies coming to the hands of the 
** Board of Trade" under the provisions of this act which are not presently 
required for any of the purposes herein-after mentioned, and of which no 
other application is hereby specially directed, shall be paid into the Bank of 
England to an account or accounts to be there opened in the name of such 
Board ; and such Board may, at its discretion, invest an^ such monies in 
parliamentary securities, but in no other security, and may from time to 
time either accumulate the annual produce of such investments, or apply 
the same to any of the purposes herein after mentioned, and may from 
time to time sell any part of the principal, and apply the proceeds to any of 
such purposes. 

§ 118. Monies to be applied in payment of Expenses^ Sfc. — And be it 
enacted, that the " Board of Trade" shall, out of the monies which come 
to its hands or to the hands of its agents as aforesaid (except monies of 
which some other application is hereby specially directed), and the produce 
of the investments of such monies, in the first place pay all salaries, wages, 
remunerations, payments, and expenses hereby authorised, and all expenses 
properly incurred by the Board or its agents in pursuance of any of the 
provisions of this act, and in the next place pay annually to the Seamen's 
Hospital Society the following sums, that is to say, in case the net amount 
arising from such fines and forfeitures as have hitherto been received by 
the said society equals or exceeds 1160/., then the sum of 1150/., or, in 
case such net amount is less than 1150/., then a sum equal to such net 
amount, and shall apply the remainder of such monies for the benefit of 
persons engaged in or connected with the merchant service in such manner 
as it may think fit. 

§ 119. Certain Provisions in 7 ^8 Vict. c. 112. extended to India. — And 
be it enacted, that in construing the " General Merchant Seamen's Act" 
the expressions "Her Majesty's Dominions," "Her M^esty's Possessions," 
" Her Majesty's Colonies," " Her Majesty's Plantations," " British Pos- 
sessions," and " British Colonies," shall, from the 31st day of December, 
1850, be taken to include the territories under the government of the East 
India Company, and all other territories (if any) governed by virtue of 
any charter or licence from the Crown or Parliament of Great Britain. 
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§ 120. East India and Colonial Governments may appoint Officer Sy and 
give Directions for enforcing 7^8 Vict c. 112. and this Act. — And be it 
enacted, that the Governor General of India in council, and the re- 
spective legislative authorities in Her Majesty's colonies and possessions 
abroad, may, by any acts, orders, or other appropriate means, appoint any 
functionaries to perform any of the duties and exercise any of the powers 
within their respective jurisdictions which are by this act or by the 
" General Merchant Seamen's Act" committed to justices, officers of 
customs, or other public servants, and may direct in what manner the 
offences thereby made punishable shall be prosecuted and punished, and in 
what manner the penalties thereby imposed and sums of money thereby 
made recoverable shall be recovered in places within their respective 
jurisdictions, and in what manner and to what uses such penalties and sums 
of money shall be applied ; and every such appointment and direction shall 
be valid, notwithstanding anything in the "General Merchant Seamen's 
Act" or in this act contained. 

§ 121. The Provisions o/ 7 & 8 Vict. c. 112., 8 & 9 Vict. c. 116., and 
this Actf when applied by East Indian and colonial Governments to their own 
Ships, may be enforced throughout the Empire. — And be it enacted, that if 
the Governor General of India in council, or the respective legislative 
authorities in any of Her Majesty's colonies or possessions abroad think 
fit, by any acts, orders, or other appropriate legal means, to apply or adopt 
any of the provisions in the " General Merchant Seamen's Act," or in the 
" Seamen's Protection Act," or in this act contained, to any Britii^ " ships " 
registered at, trading with, or being at any place within their respective 
jurisdictions, and to the owners, masters, mates, and "crews" thereof, such 
provisions, when so applied and adopted as aforesaid, and as long as they 
remain in force, shall, in respect of the " ships " and persons to which the 
same are applied, be enforced, and penalties and punishments for the breach 
thereof shall be recovered and inflicted, throughout " Her Majesty's 
dominions," in the same manner as if such provisions had been hereby so 
adopted and applied, and such penalties and punishments had been hereby 
expressly imposed : provided that if in any matter relating to any " ship," 
or to any member of the crew of any " ship," there appears to be a conflict 
of laws, the case shall be governed by the law of the place in which such 
" ship" is registered or licensed. 

§ 122. East Indian and' colonial Acts to be subject to Disallowance, ana 
require Sanction as in other Cases. — Provided also, and be it enacted, that 
every act, order, or other form of law to be passed or promulgated by the 
Governor General of India in council, or by any other legislative authority 
in pursuance of this act, shall respectively be subject to the same right of 
disallowance or repeal, and require the same sanction, or other acts and 
formalities, and be subject to the same conditions in all respects, as exist 
and are required in order to the validity of any other act, order, or other 
form of law passed by such Governor General or other legislative authority 
respectively. 
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^ § 123. Penalty for obtaining Passage surreptitiously. — And be it enacted, 
that any person who secretes himself and goes to sea in any ** ship" with- 
out the consent of either the owner, consignee, or master, or of any mate, 
or of any person in charge of such ship, or of any other person entitled to 
give such consent, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 20/., or to 
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a period not exceeding four 
weeks, at the discretion of the court or justice inflicting the same. 

§ 124. Corporations, Sfc, may grant Sites for Sailors' Homes. — And be it 
enacted, that the municipal corporation of any borough, being a seaport, 
in the United Kingdom, and any body corporate, association, or trustees in 
any such seaport existing or constituted for any public purposes relating to 
the government or benefit of persons engaged in the British merchant 
service, or to the management of docks and harbours, or for any other 
public purposes connected with shipping or navigation, may, with the 
consent of Her Majesty's principal Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, appropriate any lands vested in them, or in trustees for them, 
as a site or sites for a sailor's home or sailors' homes, and may for that 
purpose either retain and apply the same accordingly, or convey the same 
to trustees, with such powers for appointing new trustees, and continuing 
the trust, as they may think fit 

§ 125. Act may be amended, Sfc. — And be it enacted, that this act may 
be amended or repealed by any act to be passed during this present Session 
of Parliament. 



SCHEDULES referred to in the foregoing Act. 

SCHEDULE (A.) 

Scale of Fees on Examinations. 

£ s. d. 

For a Master's Certificate - - - - 2 

For a Mate's Certificate - - - - 1 



SCHEDULE (B.) 

Scale of Fees for Matters transacted at Shipping Offices. 
1. Engagement of Crews. 



Vessels under 60 Tons 


60 to 


100 „ 


100 to 


200 „ 


200 to 


300 „ 


300 to 


400 „ 


400 to 


500 „ 


500 to 


600 „ 


600 to 


700 „ 



£ 


s. 


d. 





5 








10 








15 





1 








1 


5 





1 


10 





1 


15 





2 
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£ 8, d. 
700 to 800 „ - - - -226 

800 to 900 „ - - - - 2 5 

900 to 1,000 „ - . - -276 

Above 1,000 „ - - - - 2 10 

2. Engagement of Seamen separately. 
TVo Shillings for each. 

3. Discharge of Crews. 

£ s. d, 

. Vessels under 60 Tons - - - - 5 

60 to 100 „ - - - - 10 

100 to 200 „ - - - - 15 

200 to 300 „ - - - - 1 

300 to 400 „ - - - - 1 5 

400 to 500 „ - - - - 1 10 

500 to 600 „ - - - - 1 15 

600 to 700 „ - - - - 2 

700 to 800 „ - - - - 2 2 6 

800 to 900 „ - - - - 2 5 

900 to 1,000 „ - - - -276 

Above 1,000 „ - - - - 2 10 

4. Discharge of Seamen separately. 

Two Shillings for each. 

SCHEDULE (C.) 

Sums to be deducted from Wages by way of partial Repayment of the 

Fees in Schedule B. 

1. In respect of Engagements and Discharges of Crews. 

*. d. 
From Wages of a First Mate, Purser, Engineer, or Surgeon 

of every Ship of 200 Tons or Upwards 2 6 

„ Every other Mate of any Ship - - 1 6 

„ Carpenter of any Ship - - - - 2 6 

„ Steward of any Ship - - - - i g 

„ All others (except Apprentices) belonging 

to any Ship - - - - -10 

2. In respect of Engagements and Discharges of Seamen separately. 

8, d. 
From Wages of each Seaman - - 1 
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No. III. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain W. A. B. Hamilton^ R, N,y 
Secretary of the Admiralty^ dated 24:th June^ 1850, to the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 

Gentleinen, Admiralty, 24th June, 1850. 

In order to secure the possibility of carrying completely into effect the 
clauses of your contracts, for carrying the mails between this country, 
Malta and Alexandria, and to the East Indies and China, with relation to 
the armament of the contract steamers and the hiring of them, in the event 
of their being required for the maritime defence of the country, my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty think it right to direct me to inform you, 
that no vessel commenced after the date of this letter will be approved of, 
under the terms of the contract, if built of iron or of any material offering 
so ineffectual a resistance to the striking of shot. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 
The Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
122. Leadenhall-street. 



Copy of a Letter from Captain W, A, B. Hamilton^ R. N,^ 
Secretary of the Admiralty y dated 24:th June, 1850, to 
Messrs. Cunard, Burns and M^lver. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty, 24th June, 1850. 

In order to secure the possibility of carrying completely into effect the 
clauses of your contract for carrying the mails between this country and 
North America, with relation to the armament of the contract steamers, 
and the hiring of them in the event of their being required for the maritime 
defence of the country, my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty think it 
right to direct me to inform you, that no vessel commenced after the date 
of this letter will be approved of, under the terms of the contract, if built 
of iron or of any material offering so ineffectual a resistance to the striking 
of shot 

I am, &c. 
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 
Messrs. Cunard, Bums & M* Tver, 
Liverpool. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, dated 25th January, 
1851, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 

Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
Sir, London, 25th January, 1851. 

The Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com* 
pany having had under their consideration your letter dated the 24th June 
last, stating that, in order to secure the possibility of carrying completely 
into effect the clauses of the Company's contracts for conveying the mails 
betvreen this country, Malta and Alexandria, and to the East Indies and 
China, vrith relation to the armament of the contract steamers, and the 
hiring of them in the event of their being required for the maritime defence 
of the country, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty think it right 
to inform the Directors, that no vessels commenced after the date of that 
letter -will be approved of, under the terms of the contract, if built of iron, 
or of any material offering so ineffectual a resistance to the striking of shot. 

I am instructed by^the Directors to submit, for their Lordships' considera- 
tion, the follovring facts and observations in relation to that intimation. 

The Directors vrould in the first place beg leave respectfully to remind 
their Lordships of the origin of the hiring clause in their contracts alluded 
to, and on vrhich their Lordships' decision appears to be chiefly based. 

That clause -was first admitted by the Company in their contract, dated 
the 26th of August, 1840, for the Alexandria mail communication, as a 
gratuitous concession. It formed no part of the conditions under which 
they tendered for, and obtained in public competition, that contract, but 
vras yielded without any consideration being required for it in deference to 
the wishes of the present right honourable First Lord of the Admiralty, 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer, to whom its desirability apparently 
occurred as an after-thought, subsequently to the arrangement of all the 
details of the contract. It has been transferred from that to the other 
contracts. 

In admitting such a clause, it was not anticipated that it could ever be 
made to operate as a prevention to the Company's adopting such improve- 
ments as the advanced state of science might suggest, either in giving a 
greater acceleration and safety to the transmission of the mails, or in 
economising, in combination with that improvement, the cost of performing 
the service. 

That it wUl so operate if carried into effect in the mode intimated by 
their Lordships, the following facts, established on an extensive experience, 
the Directors submit, will suffice to show. 

Iron is found to present the following important advantages over wood 
in the construction of steam-vessels intended for commercia], passenger 
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and postal conveyance, namely, greater buoyancy and consequently greater 
speed can be obtained in a vessel constructed of iron than in one con- 
structed of wood. 

In order to obtain a great degree of speed in an ocean-going steam- 
vessel, with the necessary capacity for fuel, passengers and cargo, a large 
proportionate length to breadth must be given, and to obtain the necessary 
strength in a vessel so proportioned, of such a tonnage and power, say 2500 
tons and 800 horses power, as the Company are about to construct for the 
India mail service, is, the Directors are informed by competent persons, 
very difficult with a wooden-frame work, and would be a hazardous ex- 
periment, whereas with iron, any degree of strength can be obtained. 

An iron vessel has greater capacity for the accommodation of passengers 
and stowage of cargo than a wooden one of equal tonnage. 

Much more safety to mails and passengers is ensured in an iron vessel 
than in a wooden one, as the iron vessel can be effectually divided into a 
number of perfectly water-tight compartments, whereas a wooden one, in 
consequence of her working in a sea-way, cannot be so secured. 

The expense of the wear and tear and depreciation of wooden vessels is 
much greater than that of iron steamers, the difference in favour of the 
latter being estimated at not less than 8 per cent, per annum. 

In the event, therefore, of wooden vessels only being admitted in future 
for employment in the Contract Mail Packet Service, it follows that a 
very considerable enhancement in the cost of that service, compared to 
what it would be if performed by iron steamers, will have to be borne by 
the public. 

It has recently been argued, and obviously with good truth, by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in his recently published correspondence 
with the East India Company, that in the event of the occurrence of 
hostilities, the ocean postal communications would become of much more 
importance than in time of peace ; and that the vessels employed in that 
service would not be withdrawn from it for warlike purposes. 

The Directors, therefore, respectfully submit, that even supposing iron to 
be so much inferior to wood for resisting shot as has been assumed, and 
that its defects in this respect are incapable of being remedied, the proba- 
bility of these vessels ever being appropriated as regular vessels of war is 
so remote, that it scarcely warrants so much certain extra cost to the 
public, and detriment to the progressive improvement of the ocean postal 
communication, as would be caused by excluding iron vessels from that 
service. 

As the Directors are now making arrangements for the construction of 
some large and powerful steam ships, with the view of further improving 
the East India and China mail communication, they instruct me respect- 
fully to request their Lordships' early consideration of, and decision on, the 
points herein submitted. 

I have, &c., 
(signed) C. H. Howell, 

To the Secretary of the Admiralty. Secretary. 
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Copy of a Letter from J, Parker ^ Esq. M.P,y Secretary 
of the Admiralty y dated 29^A January ^ 1851, to the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 

Admiralty, 29th Janiiarj, 1851. 
Gentlemen, 

Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
Mr. Howell's letter of the 25th instant, relative to the decision of their 
Lordships, that no vessels commenced after the 24th June last will be 
approved of under the terms of your contract, if built of iron or of any 
material offering so ineflTectual a resistance to the striking of shot, I am 
commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you, that my Lords see no 
reason to alter their decision. 

I am, &c. 
The Peninsular and (signed) J. Parker. 

Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
&c &c &C. 
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No. IV. 

Steam Vessels, 



Account of the whole of the Registered Steam Vessels exceeding 100 tons, exclusiTe 
of Engine-room, of the United Kingdom, on the 1st day of January, 1851; stating, 
in separate columns, the following particulars: 1st, Vessels* Names; 2nd, Port of 
Registry; 3rd, Date of Registry; 4th, Registered Owners; 5th, Dimensions of Ves- 
sels in Length and BreadSi; 6th, Tonnage, exclusive of Engine-room, and Gross 
Tonnage, when practicable; distinguishing Vessels built of Iron, and also Vessels 
having Screw Propellers. 
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^t 


46t 




Haiti how 




\h Sent, \mx 


IHcto 


155 


it 


v-i 




ttiit 


407 




"Kilkfnnj 


,, 


Kail Ifitlf.i t'nrainativ 


l~4 


4 


34 




377 


C8h| 




Ldib 


II 


lifi Frh. _ 


IKII 


u 


t7 


i 


MH 


aw 




fietva 




17 April ■^ 


J>iii[> - - . 


jra 


n 


aj 


% 


17s 


4fii 




Vesper 




13 .^iMil — 


(IraiftieTOl S^'ew ?^tji].r«ctftlCD 


i^^ 


ij 


17 


X 


ma 


167 




Fltttn 




9 Oct. ^ 




143 





a^ 


B 


iT4 


»t7 








11 Ndf, _ 


HjmI Jndi« Cvrngwu? 


178 


fi 


y» 




4 to 


len 






13 AnriL IK 14 
5M Mttf „ 


Pmm^■ »f eaitTiVflvlamUiip Co. - 


l^S 





ID 




lAt* 


¥30 




PW» 


,j 


Ififi 





B7 




437 


fi^a 




Chill 




£R ANj' — 


Uiuo . - 


lAl? 


r> 


37 




437 


rp.^ii 




^1^ HDm - 




« July — 


J"!. Bi^Td - ~ - . 


1^ 


G 


1^ 




^43 


439 




MAieMii: 




J:^ Aug. _ 


JL buck . . - - 


134 


j; 


SI 




143 


K§6 




ftlf Edwarf Bank* 


J., 


V6 Jm. 1H41 


tleoLiaJ fiit-am NaTlpwtiem Co. 


1^1 


A 


llij 




1A0 


!t%t 




Rntg 


" 


t!i Jul J — 


Boat CQmpan«r 
PenlsaiQlar ii.niJl'clH»itaJ Stvain 


15i 


a 


18 




1€9 


iis 




IboU 


J, 


13 Maj — 


li/i 


4 


i4 




5{ii 


fi\S 




Vii\A 




SO Nov, _ 


Ge»^ smam HJ)iviur«tirtn Co. 


1^6 


9 


SS 




'^iMI 


4BB 




IM^ Mfl^ Weal - 


n 


t;r Jan, 1ft4f 


IVilmqEiiT nn^ OrlvrfCsl ^i«iim 


IGLl 


» 


9.% 




SB7 


554 




Trldimt 


» . 


?A Jtuitf ^ 


Nai'LpilitDn ('orannuj. 


lys 


7 


^ 




646 


(??] 




Cdtuinbinir - 




IS JtiFt — 


DitLg 


l£l 


n 


S^ 




?41 
ll7 


T^tii 




l*^ of f hanei 


n 


%S JliEt — 


J. tt F. NanicT - , . 


17 K 


e 


UO 




17D 


Iii«. 


Hjndi^Lan ■ 


" ■ 


fl Sept. — 


Fcminaia^r untl Orfenta] 0E«am 
NaTi^drion Cr^mimirv, 


217 


{] 


M 




971 


S^17 




Llftrponl * 


" - 


30flept, — 


mm * ' 


KIT 


&in. 


S3 





S(rfi 


—^ 





APPENDIX IV. 



25D 



V^oielii' NuhiS. 


Pari of 


Dai? of 


BlKiilmd E>wD<!ii. 


B 


[maiT 


■lona 




TonnapB. 
















Exditiiv« 

of 

gnRiBe 












Unguv- 


BraadJi. 












Ff, \fiiht. 


Fr lltoftj 








tiigUL 


LondDti - 


7 Oct. 1IJI2 r«ninKu]Kt lad. Of>«nUil ^Irdj^i 
1 Mii«i«i.tl<isQ CoiiipBxijr< 


I hi 


1 


V6 


U 


497 


Tfit 




Vcn^Eadt - 




l;i.^ 


9 


14 


4 


VH 


0OA 




DiunoikJ - 


i. 


%l JUar. ISO fjTawMnd and Miltcm iJlEim 
W Mjif — '^JPflETal ^l«Bm ^'aw^i^iMi €a. 


iM 


Q 


U 


5 


ISt 


IdT 




Lf UJf Wslem 


_ 


isa 





*s 


J 


fttV 


431 




BiWliocIt - 




^4 June ^ PeivEmalAr and. OrimtMl BinAI It 1 7 


1 


5« 


9 


Ull 


1,^74 










r4E:kA CudipviJ, 
















Omi XcirtImB 




ra K«pl, ^ 


K,Ljiini- - 


ii- 





33 





T71 


Ml5 




W»rl!tl*r|t - 




^1 NdT. _ 


T. Pain - , - - 


ii'j 


U 


IV 


£f 


109 


tSfl 






" '- 


Iff Al»f, 1 1*4.1 
13 Jena - 


Trirtitj Canipao-j 

[VnluiuUir ami ilrl«it'l ^i««in 

iJraihpkMid; and Aldloa l^lnun 


IIV 
»9 





19 
3J 





101 
ljl33 


.4?! 




I'tiacm Albflft 


" 


19 S*t»t- * 


1A4 


S 


la 


& 


14D 


aov 










Out Camp&nj- 
















Bdm^]!!^ - 


.. - 


m %\t. — 


P««lnuiUr and iMcatui StFUiti 
P*Fl»t C«ifn|i|uiy. 


vm 


^ 


%A 


8 


J71 


>l5fi 




T»y - 




SI Ort. - 


Rffival li Ml f«t«Am rack«l r^g. 


«H 


h 


53 


^ 


1,l4i 


l-ft&5 




Te-ifiot 




iU Nwv. ^ 


UiUQ ^ ^ ^ 


leii 


1 


3S 


7 


l.ittK 


l,?tt-^ 




l-tetctdtwtf ^ ■ 




■J AwUlSti 
IQ Mt; ^ 


IHiip 


1>3 


4 


£! 


I 


33rt 


fiA^I 




Al H¥u ry 


■« 


ffcncml Bimmn Hiti^Han Tn, 


ifl? 


H 


19 





170 


«5iJ 




AchUta . 




11 Ctel- — IFertlniUlar luid OrimlBl bttmm 


1U3 


■I 


S7 





aS7 


1*911 










i'Arlcet Cairi.pjJi3rH 
















^ii4rid 




t Nut- - 


niltD 


1G3 





83 


A 


.lis 


4?!f 


liiw/ 


WItLJain Ji^itlfTv . 




liT Ao». - 


Ucntral SEsMn ^'tT||ati(^l Co, 


I4J 


7 


to 


« 


197 


311 




rotkicfTT ^ 




«; Nft^. _ 


W. (^tWlbv - 


LllS 


7 


Kfl 


3 


IIH) 


sao 




^iJil4 - - *i ^ 


13 Dttr- ^ 


PmlflsiLlBF and Drienl4l mtmm 
Pa^'kH. C^ifii^anjr, 


m3 


Q 


«li 


s, 


fitll 


ft7Ct 




rrinre Entbt 


.. * 


IS Dbc, — 


^fnm t'ackit Cjiicntjanj. 


1^ 


£ 


t\ 


4 


H6 


t4B 


Iftm, 


4;iiiBai of the Url- 


1-, • 


18 Ihsr. _ 


IWtto 


Ii7 


(1 


19 


ii 


lOiJ 


«0T 




QTiem oriht^ Prvncli 


" 


]Sf tIffO. — 


Dtlto 


IAS 





30 


4 


11^ 


£iG 






IS Ij«i^ _ 


llltlo 


UU 


3 


19 


3 


laft 


Si* 


itao. 


FiiueEii. ]tl4t»tl 


' 


]« 0#r. — 


IHltQ - - - 


910 


ft 


19 


S 


151 


*47 


Imo. 


TkUon 




1 AUff. ^ 


Gfrxniil ^ittm N»v!g?.U^n Cqh 


ifis 


A 


IS 


4 


904 


M7 




Lee - 




13 Se*. _ 


Simiid Pri« & Co- 


U« 


i 


'A\ 


10 


lifi 






lUnm 




SO Jarw tSrte 


Henn! Bay iSl^iuu Pirlet Cd. ' 


Ifiii 


;i. 


"m 


» 


1A7 


X^ 


tim. 


Mnum 




M Jai>, ^ 


J JO 


[i 


94 





114 


174 


If«n. 


WmimrSKli 


♦* 


» Alny — 


ticni>TBl iitnm N aviviilialt €q. 


1A6 


s 


vv 


3 


S7G 


in 




M»fJwr- 




3 JUDI- — 


.r. M*|Up*.in 


149 


5 


Id 


» 


116 


Itlt 1 




MHtiue - 


jj 


ai Juiw - 


FoninsuJrtr and Orlrnhl Nt»TTi 


\m 


S 


23 


e 


V«4 


a6<» 




tkrin 


» 


IQAiij. - 


FoL-kct 1 'cirit]>anv. 
I'i!nljiiiilaf and CHiEDltl Sk«iQi 
NaTtcaliiMi Coirapai^^ 


199 





SS 


IS 


WJ 


798 


inm. 


l^nli^ll - 




1M Aoff, _ 


T, Popi - ^ - 


liii 





eu 


lin. 


ifig 






I.,«dT Hniw " 


't 


IS Stpt. - 


VV. L.Tlfilbj - 


U9 


£ 


flU 


tt 


1«4 


B^ 
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17 .^iff. — 


Pefiituala.r ^ni^ r>r{nit^ Stsmxa 


KIT 


3 


33 


3 


l,t«7 


l,^4a 


Iram. 


, HjpiihLre 




lU tJvt. — 


iSnymend ind aIIICqq 8lcatn 


|17a 





17 


5 


I7S 


B31 




Time* 




1^1 n«. — 


BnAi inmiiaui. 
JahnPwn ^ - - ^ 


I.T.S 





SCO 


t 


lift 
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Iron- 


FntkxiiCtnnet] linn 


;t - 


7 Jan. IB47 


Swaih l'«Mt«n'» and f^Unizntiil l«i> 
Sti!:n.n] rai:-kL«t L'ormAnTh 1 


1 


ri 


e 


HEh 


fi^ 


itm. 


nit; of Sunlofpn - 




7 Jan* - 


J. HapLlnKMi - - -.135 


4 


w 


d 


«17 
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i ^TDQ 




19 Jan. — 


ri<5»ffll ai.iU iifrairt packet Cb. JU^ 


a 


M 


3 


1,1011 
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Ft^fl 


i: - 


%i jAh. -^ 


pB\^\iliuiBI Aud iVlejitBl lStv4-ni,t£l4 


1 


IS 


7 


7US 


ljt«^ 


iKmk 


Connan^L RangH 




4 Afar. - 


O^ilbj i Moora - - -;1!JI 


J) 


sn 


rt 
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*' 
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Sofltb BfiitfTU adad Cnmtlamim ilTvS 
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^^ 


V 


ik 
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e 


Sft 


4 
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\. - 
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tt 
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.1 
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lA!i 
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7 
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6 


^] 


4 


147 
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Slur . 




■^ Maj — 







19 


4 
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7 


19 


a 
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i lydR 




5 June ^ 


H«ritl MalE SteflM Faekvt Co.k\^ 


1 


M. 


a 
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1 Jul? ^ 
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¥8 


a 


3»f) 


fiUK 
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Kiw ThU . 


■1 


SI Aui. - 


Cnnllneniil C>Ute f^SfBank ^hip 


N3 


A 


2S 


■ 


*r? 
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ml 


fl 


IS 


3 
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194 




(JNifUD^ 




!9 pr**. _ 


e. Baldwin 


147 


% 


lA 


4 
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JuplEcr 
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11 Jan. tS4S 


PentpwuLif and f)rieni«J fiiiiunj tA» 
mitu - - - ^^ 


lUn. 


S^ 


l> 


«!»S 


' 




Oriental 




IT F«*. - 





^3 


A 


1,101 


1,717 




aioJLa 


»i 


1.1 M«r, - 


PndnM4ur mA 4.]Hrlrntal SfaUD ^03 


S 


33 


A 


777 


i,anj 


irtfu. 


itmnlm 




•IJan* — 




7 


!l 


4 


ItlJt 


34i 
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CllT oftjijWCrW 


*j 


S J'ulT — 


W. 't. Andrew* - - .'lM» 


itai. 


S4 


4iti. 
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»L-nflK 


„ 


%? Jttlj _ 


Cheatsr & Hot^basid "RaSL Co. - IN 


i> 


*7 


( 


WiK 


470 


iFBa^ 


CK4Ubri« 




^ Jiilj ^ 


IHho * ^ - HIT 


fi 
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5tS 


390 


iTin. 


A nulla 




ttU JylT _ 


Ditiii - - , vm 





VS 


t 


SJ»I 


473 




W\^bBtem 


fi 


%l SCBf* ^ 


tie»al Slwun Ifavflailni Co. Ifill 


1 


«3 


« 


344 


aio 




AlM«n 


** - 


I B tk^ — 
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]l|f 


u 


13 


s 


WF 


3fi« 


irm. 



260 



ATFEXDIX ir. 



V-..K_ 


iSi^. 


Date of 
Rcgimy. 


RaSialendOwMffa. 




Teuage. 


i 






Engine 












Length. 


Bicadth. 


GlOM 

Tonnage. 
















Rooaa. 














Pi. lOOa. 


Ff. lOffta. 








RarioTittteUaad • 


Londaa • 


«5 0ct. IMA 


Chester and Hekhaad lUiii: To 
GcnefMl Stcun Navlcation Co. 


147 


24 


901 


896 


b«ii. 


Hiternia . 




ti Not. — 


197 S 


25 6 


369 


573 




Lootat .VtKlMBt . 


** I 


t9 Dec. — 


174 5 


23 a 


806 


476 




UonAmj . 




1« Jan. 1849 


Fenfamlar and Oriental Steam 


»15 6 


32 t 


817 


1.196 




iWw 




MPcb. - 


(General Stoni NCi^itlea Co. 


150 5 


24 ■ 


S4t 


433 




F^My 




9 Mar. - 


H.Lee&Son . 


78 


20 4 


101 


162 








9 Mar. - 


Ditto . 


85 9 


22 9 


101 


894 




C^SST I ' 


" * 


16 Mar. _ 




133 


18 


139 


834 




SmaUvm - 




t4 Anril - 


M.F. Bftmcr - 


135 5 


20 6 


194 


854 




HMHrKanii 




«7 April — 
15 l{mj - 


L.Dent . . . • 


133 


18 


141 


833 




EA - - 


" '. 


Royal Mall Steam Packet Co. • 


lis 


21 S 


142 


831 




l«rHK Wotcni - 




y« May - 


Ditto - 


tlO 


Sx 2 


1,154 


1,775 




MMlwaj . 




31 May _ 


Ditto . . . 


«1« 


33 2 


1,¥61 


1,896 




Eagle 




1 4 Jane - 


Ditto - 


1*8 


22 6 


422 


631 




Trlrt 


" 


«Jone - 


Ditto - . - 


tl2 


32 8 


1,236 


1,847 




ctMpberat . 




17 June _ 




173 6 


24 S 


330 


445 




Levantine - 


" 


I A«s. . 


nunliireftGo. - - • 


1« 5 


23 3 


190 


883 


inn. 


Koral Wlinnn - 
I'rfnceorWak* - 




4 A^. - 


General St<wn Narigatlon Co. 


163 8 


20 2 


210 


^ 325 






4 Aui. - 


Ditto - 


180 


21 


199 


^ 846 




r'5."f''«l*' .- 


n 


«1 .Auff. - 


Uereral Server St. Shippinf Co. 


«« 5 


** t 


158 


191 


Iron. 


I^ord Jehn BmrnOl • 




«l Abk. — 


Ditto - 


I«0 4 


22 8 


207 


25» 


iron. 






XSAof. - 


Ditto - 


174 5 


24 4 


S30 


445 


Iran. 


Pan*** - 




a Sept. - 




149 7 


18 5 


147 


210 




Dee - 


M 


t8S?t. - 




%13 


32 6 


l,0fil 


1,849 




Mnc 


*' 


«« Oct. _ 


(Jenmfsteam NarigaHon Co. 


175 


23 S 


262 


391 


iron. 


Thtmct . 




31 Oct. — 


Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. . 


X12 


33 


1,255 


MS9 




Rhine 


** 


31 Dec. — 


General Steam NaTlgailon Co. 


I9« « 


25 8 


378 


547 


tnm. 






UNoT. - 


Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. • 


•t\5 


5.5 7 


1,183 


1.886 




P*n|M»tig I I 




7 Dec. - 


(iaieral Screw St. Shippbig Co. 


175 


«4 4 


362 


483 


ina. 


Kipon 


« 


13 Dec. - 


231 3 


33 • 


1,309 


1,926 


iron. 








NaTigalion C0knpai9. 












PMtlngcr - 




31 Dec .- 


Ditto - - 


«0 3 


34 5 


890 


I, .150 


inn. 


Indu. - 




31 Dec. " 


Ditto 


208 


M 


1,167 


1,782 




Sir IMMft Fed • 


I» • 


7 Mar. 1850 


(}enerai Screw St. Shipping Co. 


IS4 


22 9 


234 


281 


im. 


Derwcnt - 




to Mar. — 


Royal Mnil Steun Packet Co. • 


175 4 


26 4 


5.50 


794 


wrew 




#f - 


% April . 




106 5 


22 


157 


190 


iron. 


Volcan 




Its April - 


W. Keene 


130 9 


SO 9 


111 


88.1 


•crew 


Collltr 


»» 


i9 April - 


Henry P. Maples 


»5 


20 


116 


157 


Iron, 


BoolK ■ 


f» 


19 June — 


Peninsnlar and Oriental Steam 
NaTigaUon Company. 


169 7 


21 1 


its 


878 


iSS! 


Eazine 




13 July _ 


Ditto - - 


222 7 


29 4 


729 


M65 


itei^. 


^ :• : 


* 


tl July _ 


Ditio . 


224 « 


29 1 


729 


1.091 


iron. 




«1 Ask. - 




162 


25 6 


379 


604 








4 Sept. - 


M. P. Bremer - - 


139 6 


21 S 


240 


868 


iron. 


' 


11 Sept. _ 


W. 8. Andrews - 


159 8 


23 5 


288 


898 


Iran. 


plto^^R4>;.i 




30 Oct. - 


(ieneral Steam NarigaHon Co. 


177 7 


25 4 


494 


748 




city oTPatis 




l«No». _ 


J.HopkiliMn - - 


164 


22 3 


SHO 


388 




JapH« . 


f* 


90 Not. — 


GimTeaend New St. PKket Co. 


163 5 


17 3- 


119 


178 


Iron. 


8UT - 




20 Not. _ 


Ditto . 


177 5 


16 3 


108 


168 


inm. 


Monarch - 




8 Dee. — 




204 


Sil 


516 


•78 




Neirtnne . 




« Dec. — 


Ditto • 


173 


24 8 


364 


599 




Ann - 
SalamRodor 


f» 


14 D«c.* - 


.7. Hartley 

R. A. Robimon . 


108 3 
179 5 


19 7 
25 6 


147 
141 


838 
345 


icrew 
iron. 


Sinffapore .- 


m - 


UDec - 


Narigation Company. 


235 3 


29 4 


742 


1.189 


Iron. 


aancn 




14 Dec. - 


Ditto 


235 S 


29 4 


748 


1.189 


iron. 


Le»"nt 




ta Dec. _ 


H. J. Hall 


169 5 


23 9 


395 


694 




ManchMter 
Phomtx 


Berwick. 
Uristal . 


W ApriI184S 
6 April 1838 


KSSf'oSSr&Er^'c.: 


153 
121 8 


2.1 1 
18 


219 
135 


412 
241 








16 Jane 1840 


Ditto . 


51 9 


22 6 


801 


493 




TorrldiTB - 




.5 June _ 


Ditto 


114 3 


17 


115 


207 




ii?* 


M 


16 Aoff. 184S 


• Ditto 


152 7 


22 7 


349 


565 




Oiprqr 




«.9 Not. 1843 


Ditto 


148 


23 


228 






Swift . 




9 July 1844 


Ditto . 


122 4 


16 1 


110 


160 




Ureat Britain 


M 


14 Jan. 1845 


Oreat Weatem St. Shipping Co. 


274 


48 t 


1V0I7 


8.936 


Iran. 


Invema 




tj April 1847 


108 8 


25 


319 


555 




N*wc'a.l« * 




'^tJune 1849 


Ditto - 


125 


20 lln. 


119 






R!l.r«*V!ctorIa ' 


Cari'4l« . 


17 May 1834 


CariisleandUT.Steam NaT. Co. 


US 2in. 


23 lOin. 


831 








W Sept. 1837 


Ditto 


146 6 


22 6in. 


316 






numl^rland 


i» 


10 Dec. 1847 


Ditto - 


197 


21 2 


347 


518 




9sr : : 


Chetter • 


6 Feb. 1840 


JohnTarietoa - 


111 10 


18 


112 






Fleet. 
wood. 


5 Mar. 1SA(I 


T.Kemp- 


159 4 


19 3 


179 


"862 


it on. 


SSSiS-SK : 


18 Mar. - 


Ditto - 


177 9 


25 2 


303 


522 


iron 


GooE : 


5 April - 


Ditto . 


164 7 


23 3 


257 


454 


iron. 


Orion 


S9 June - 


T. Fletc'er 


160 1 


21 5 


l.'tS 


8<6 


iron. 


TranMt - 


Hull . 


6 April 184S 


\V. B. Brownlow 


161 1 


•-'0 9 


338 


498 




I^ndon . 




SAhg. - 


Ditto - 


123 


IK 9 


i.y) 


2(0 




Queen «^ Scotland. 
llHen M«tiregor . 


»» * 


VA AuR. 1843 


JowphUee 


161 1 


24 2 


435 


620 






16 Aug. - 


Ditto - 


180 


25 


436 


601 




Oaielle 




24 July 1844 


W. B. Brownlow 


151 7 


19 5 


269 


402 




Hob Roy - 


>fl - 


30 Mar. 184) 


JowphGee 

W. B. Biwnlowjun. - 


165 8 


V2 51 


354 


537 




AnteloiM . 




11 Dec. - 


137 lln. 


19 O 


162 
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VwBlii- Kama, 


VoTt *f 


Dat* of 






T«^ 












Eicttii'vc 






KfHDfcrj. 


R^kitn- 




Lct3fftllF 


ficw^ch. 


lUiuin. 














JFI. 10^. 


J^. 


IQCif 








VtiiliiiCik ^ 


Hull 


9 Um I»4& 


W, a. SToiR>lEiii,Jnn. - 


im 




KT 


d 


424 


fiCiS 




K.,jte 




3 Feb, iitir 


VI. H, J'nmm ^ 


1^« 




la 


Md. 


ITifi 






LiL 


PI 


U Avra ^ 


\\. JJ, tira«nkw 


WW 




ta 


g 


62T 


b47 


tivn. 


Mncinr > 




3JI AUit, -- 


W. firti . , . - 


lie 




JS* 


3 


15^ 


K33 


Im. 


Slisetw 


'' 


Kl Mav IHiO 


W. Uh Hrniiitlov 


l;n3 




\,% 


U 


239 


Mn 




HniiM 




ii/Jufie ^ 


Dilta - . , 


iVi 




iti 


4 


^¥7 


iVi 




Britkhh QwBm 


' 


19 Jul; — 


DiUc) . . , 


IH7 




.« 


U 


5fi6 


«4<4 




Haw ustaf 




la hpiu. ^ 


S.t^m . ' - - 


*H 




1^1 


3 


€ll1 


1,?<Vi> 




l<wflr.h - 




10 NJt. - 


\\\ ti. BtdwdIvv 


iwi 




lu 


J 


'i'J^ 


4« 




.VI*fU'fcft.tfl: 




6 4Ji;l. — 


A[ani.'Li«9.ttir, ^hefll4!ld,and I4f\' 


iQi 




^t 


4 


ITI 


iui 




Sfi«ffi.-ld . 




tT Nat, 1 Ssn 


DJda 


\m 




il 


$ 


J 49 


V1^ 


Insn. 


4 '«titi!TI<14 - 




n Frb^ iKj'i. 


It.hrt|^i34r it. C^>. - 


LT! 




^4 




:iM 


4:4 


I»«i. 


NetilPM', 


Liif^'poei. 


13 Jin. mm 


/oha Lalnl 


ini 




^ 


» 


SM 


439 




l'lll*Krfhi|0 - 




H AttMr - 


[liliQ - * - 


LAfi 




23 


^ 


IKO 


^■^^2 




Tfiiulmydoar 




iS Oel. MiU i' B. lli<fkmcT>d - 


in 




ti 


2 


41 ly 


fiir^ 




Mllnchc 


" ^ 


S U*y i^'i 


Truiiwi oTibtf Duike nC 13 ridge 


LU^ 




17 


i 


1^ 


leui 




Juibit M'AdEm 




KJ Ndf. [144^' 


^jKiTJit Huditon - - - 


I4fl 




IT 


9 


129 


3VS 




He Udvlil - 




^4 Aiml ISI-1 

16 Uaj — 


tietuSi^Evift. - 


11^ 


lllln. 


17 


4 In. 


Mil 






Herculi!^ 


" 


JitniK* Hulrhliuwn 


H? 


gtn. 


t\ 


UlUi. 


26^ 






Kin^Ajd ia« 




•i* Mm. \fihh 


DJtm - 


1.^5 




21 


6 


S£7U 


40!l 




Kinn Mac CaaiMll 




xy Jan. imti 


(3lG»6i- fc Thorp . 


I4L( 




21 


3 


239 


4'.ll 




EL'uuknr 




IV Uet". - 


)'«c.||ilF ^iv.-im ^«v|jt•.TlQn Ckh 


170 




n 


^ 


t71 


3V3 




^iUTdlh SOAdf 




1^ l>cre. LMf» 


'i' tvomat ^acvdi and Mhtn 


irtJT 




:io 


5 


931 


i^m 




.Vb^ t^niuda 






l-T 




24 


6 


429 


ei^ 




^:t|»rH« - 




IS Kv^, - 


IJvvryotil jiivon Tug Co. * 


im 




1^ 


A 


IIHI 


\7* 




EtiLtblrtinttt CvtJv - 




IS Mar - 


r. HRiilen 


117 


filn. 


le 


Bin. 


llll 






<F 


H Full. 141H 


J, lluEchLnKin - 


l?l 




2S 


2 


^n 


^»l 




Uvllria 




liflrt. Jfil** 


FacJflc ^tutn NaTlgallon Co. - 


l*jl 




V6 





bi^ 


77* 


iPSVb 


tt l|-r;,H - J 




Vjf Mar IHJiJ 


IV. J. Rtulil 


im 




21 


2 


I'm 


J 74 


lion. 




*- MiF - 


iJIria 


w^ 




20 


9 


111 


192 


lien. 


tKniAutl 




HH Mat — 


l^bChariulc 


J1i7 




V13 


f 


2I1> 


2M 


Hon. 


tiuli^tiieiuleDce 




ttl Junm — 


H. N. AiWnelt - 


I3C4 




22 


9 


110 


B.'j4 


iron. 


7w - 


llflOm* ^ 


J. J. Btbby 


n7 




22 


1 


^0^ 


276 


Iron 


NlTe- 




4 NoF> _ 


fl. g. e«}id«rHn - 


tl3 




IT 


!I 


101 


I7fi 


i^run 


7, 


IS Not. ^ 


W. M. Mdh . . - 


iM 




2& 


3 


3tfl 


5^ 


irm 


CiT^t/QJW>V - 


"• ; 


ai}K. — 


Tod & M'Gn>e» 


WS7 




St 


7 


l,f«7 


l,(>09 


Ircn 




,t -| 


fil D*o. ~ 


T. B, KoTiiaU - 


IttK 




W 


« 


IHT 


4.19 


TrCn' 


IhaclKw of LiU- 


LmncsjiiiJ 


13. Sflpt IK39 


Lanout^r and | li-crpaal SlMm 


lift 




19 


4 


131 


a2t 


unw 


ClMTtT. 






Jaine* IkiwkcJT - 
















Vnrll^ iTHItUl 


Lmn 


^ Ma« 1ii4i 


1^ 


Min. 


21 


lin- 


194 






liCdllitlKtMt - 


1 ^Ict. Ift42 


Ci. Il4i«t . _ . . 


13.'^ 




1*5 


1 


iri4 


SETS 




■ :h«T^ rhsM 




fl FabL I8l<l 


■P. Ormiton • . . 


15fi 




S2 


8 


«SS 


3filS 


Iran. 


Nnnune - 




S frb. l»50 


H. Melc.>if 


ItJI 




Irt 


2 


174 


SfTH 




V«tJi 




43 Heue, _ 


O.Owi , - _ - 


131 




19 


2 


Itil 


JHIS 




Jv«nKa« 


M -' 


I Oct. - 


T* Ti»vriurd - , _ 


U7 




21 





xm 


27U 


Ifun 






Ll Stivt, 1A44 


^.H^nnttm ^ ^ - 


lfi3 




V3 


3 


3(1* 


AM 


Ivan, 


rijFiKnitfa 


« AurtI l!15!> 


PlvtHnuth & Portiirtoiitl^ Rlaant 
rii'kri C^miuanj. 


14S» 




la 


.5 


172 


217 
























Print;* at Wain - 
Royal tieoiKe 


Kamagate 


10 Mar. IBlii 
X9 June 1840 


T. H. lllwilin - 
Margate and London New 
Steam Packet Company. 


145 




24 
20 





an 

158 


500 

282 


















RoTal Adelaide 




IS June 1813 


Ditto - - 


154 




19 





150 


864 




Die Schoene Main. 


Raneom 


SI Aug. 1847 


Ed. Taylor 


163 




13 


1 


l(r9 


143 




BiUliant - 


St. iTet • 


20 Mar. 1845 


BriUiant Steam Packet Co. - 


137 




18 


7 


I4S 


843 




Ezpreu - 




3 April 1848 


Bristol and Hayle St. Packet Co. 


111 




21 


5 


1.T0 


8,T4 




Cornwall - 




3 April - 


Ditto . 


151 




20 


9 


S29 


363 




ConsUle - 


Shi^fds 1 


19 June 1850 


J.Clay - 


105 




26 


9 


S59 


888 


iron 


Lady de Saomarez 


South. 


13 Oct. 1817 


New South Western Steam 


127 




20 





157 


273 


sotew 


ramil'a . 


ampton 


13 Oct. - 


NavigaUon Company • 
Ditto .*^ - 


117 




16 


2 


106 


172 




Wonder - 




13 Oct. — 


Ditto 
Ditto - 


158 




SO 


6 


168 


850 




^outh Wettera 


** 


13 Oct. '— 


143 




18 





132 


204 




Transit 


** 


13 Oct. _ 


Ditto . 


126 




i? 


6 


IfiO 


267 




Atataiita • 




13 Oct. - 


Ditto . . . 


158 




21 


9 


171 


SOS 




Grand Turk 




13 Oct. — 


Ditto - 


135 




20 


S 


244 


369 




Ariadne - 




13 Oct. ~ 


Ditto . . . 


151 




17 


4 


117 


198 




Kol!Irt*Buntt 1 




13 Oct. . 


Ditto 


159 




21 


4 


152 


255 




** 


13 Oct. - 


Ditto - 


130 




19 


4 


185 


810 




TouritT 




4 Mar. 1841 


Ditto . - - 


167 




22 


5 


196 


314 




Dtsuatch 


»» 


7 AuR. 1850 


Ditto - 


166 




22 


1 


197 


820 


iion. 


Prime of Walet - 


SiMniea 


14 April 1R4« 
17 Mar. 1828 


J. TrecellU Price 
WhiteiuTen Navigation Co. • 


120 




17 


1 


1(»6 


182 




Countess of Lonklale 


White- 


127 




20 


2 


150 


— — 






haven. 
























7 May 1835 
.10 April 1845 


Ditto - 


185 




SO 


1 


150 


-~— 




Queen 
(Vhitehaven 




Ditto - . - 


158 




S3 


5 


804 


\M 






10 June 1848 


Ditto . 


181 




24 


1 


S33 


503 




Enterprize • 


Yar-" 
mouth. 


4 Not. 1846 


W.BrigRS and others - 


120 




19 





184 


829 






IS July 1849 


D.Harmcr 


149 





17 


1 


145 


809 


inn. 



9 4 
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Port of 


"**».«* 






Tonnage. 




YtmOtrSmm. 




1 






BsciwiTc 






RcKiauy. 


Rcgittri. 




u^l 


Biwdlb. 


e4. 


Tannage- 














_ 






jSSs: 










■ 


Ft. \QAm\ 


PI. lOlhs. 








AlbattoM - 


Yar. 


30 Jan. 1M?>W^ JdhniBB 


IVS 


3 


18 


9 


176 


848 




Norfolk 


mouth 


I Peb. — liiHo 


la 




W 


5 


901 


884 


iron. 


OakoorWeiUngtoQ 


Aban!«cn 


16 Nor. l^fi'Btfboir fTuitmtf AlHTd«H> 


iM 




27 lOin. 


335 


— .- . 






M Mar. Iftll Ab¥]nl««rt k i Wde Shlp|>iii« C^ 


154 




21 




979 


451 




** 


18 Nor. -^ > A b^Tdi^tfT) Sivun fin-rrg'^'m' Co. 


iita 




25 




663 


962 




» 


17 Mar. imn A brxitecn^ Ijciili &. Cl^d* ^tiip- 


i&t 




21 




381 


506 




CitTorLoudnQ 




10 Jnly 1 A4 1 .4 l«ni««ii Hmm Na'<rl|i»LMa Cm. 


¥16 




30 




72S 


1,117 




oSai^^ - 


M 


15 Aprn I3^r. jLhtrdtio^, UdUi & Cljdv fttdp- 


IIM 




25 




388 


668 




North Star - 




3 Jnly - 


mpB l,,(trii^!inv. „ 


161 




25 




306 


453 




Dnko at SathcriAid 




31 Mar. Ii4: 


IllttQ - - -. 


197 




26 




515 


804 




EarloTAbenlMn • 




WJaly ^ 


IMtM 


^tiJT 




27 




595 


222 




BoanioDonde* 


»» 


8 AfwU 1I4!« 


Ab«RllKiii, L«d:Eh h. CljAft bhip 


IE$ 




17 




199 


888 




Victoria 




«8No». - 


ptoX t'4:ira.IU:tVT. 


\^% 




19 




153 


879 








16 May IliV 




l£) 




21 




148 


959 




DukoofCornwaU ' 


Cam|>bel-' 
town • 


25 Aug. IMl 


Fackri J«Enl SUMLk C-omvafT^ 


l¥2 




18 




105 


189 




(Mt - 




«I Jnne 1»H 


Dina . . "^ - 


155 




20 




154 


973 




London 


Dni^ - 


5 Sept. 183 7 


IMndn. Perth p and lAtfbio 


IST 




85 




406 


687 




Dnndco 


** 


%S Jane IBl^ 


Ihlifl 


\m 




85 




379 


6S9 




Path 




1« Jnly ^ 


IMuo 


ItiO 




25 




379 


639 




Margaret . 


Ghu^jow- 


* 


Mill Sitiim I'lLrte* rctopanj 


]<U 




26 


lin. 


370 


"■"" 






" 


10 April l»< L niit ift'liiokiFuu.' Slm^rulrt i:^. 


172 




84 




387 


704 




Admiral . 




10 April - Xh\m - 


VTJA 




24 




598 


930 




Tartar 




10 April ^ IMtio - 


I4« 




81 




818 


382 




Shandon • 


** 


10 April - Ulitrt ^ 


■ 31 




16 




103 


165 




Glowworm - 


" 


W Anc. — lAnlTwtanScetmNaT. Co. 


15? 




80 




161 


291 




Dolphin - 




28 A^. ^ 


IflJKpow ind Ll'vt^TpWil ^tt^in 


lei 




80 




188 


848 




Albkm 


n ' 


18 Nor. - 




Hi 




81 




157 


888 




SAnc;^ : 


** 


20 Jane I'^tA 


Ardnx'Uiia Sliiain Xpur Co. 


ir^t 




88 




838 


376 






3 Jnne 1»46 


IliHO - 


\m 




19 




180 


807 




Duntroon Ca«l« - 




3 Jane _ 


NO 




?i 




120 


847 




InTctary Cartlc • 


tt 


3 Jnne _ 


Tliitd ^ 


i:^ 




19 




120 


810 




DoMoS^Oarilft 




3 June ^ 


tSfTIO 


[(57 


4in. 


18 


Ifaa 


100 






ThctU 


" 


13 Jaly - 
9 Feb. ]g47 


t^fello 


IHO 




28 




199 


345 




Pioneer 




Dilifi. . _ ^ 


\m 




17 




105 


J2Z 




Petrd - 




9Febw - 


^IttO ' 


\m 




17 




100 


192 




Cambria • 


« - 


27 Mar. _ 


flrillih md North Amt^rtran 


aij 




33 




760 


1,423 




Briton 


w 


14 Sept. _ 


Glifipnw biidi ^^traiiirniri Eiteam 


LU 




19 




162 


815 




Sylpbide - 
America 




15 Not. - 


rill ii"t 1 '•"'rtspBli^^ 


172 




18 




182 


181 




'* 


28 Feb. JMw 


ItriM^h iLnrl X^ffth A IDferLKan 


ai!> 




35 




984 


1,886 










ItM^jiJ MdjJ !i(n]' IWt«tf.V 
















Arab 




8 April ~ 


i\o'N>ii . . . - 


J30 




22 




H? 


,5*? 




Niagan . 


r. 


25a{Si - 


>l<»>r[il niaJL ^imn PB>i:kel C«. 


¥19 




35 




1,008 


1,825 




Europa 
Briffand . 


»» 


28 Jane — i ' T>Uro . 
3 July - liI=^i-ow at Uter,^ ShlppinB 


139 




35 
22 




Mio 

^18 


13M 
305 








3 Jnly ~ 


Djito 


159 




28 




,^ 


303 




Canada 


« - 


31 Oct. _ 


BfHIah pnd Nimn AmericMi 


v^y 




35 




1,008 


1,832 


inm. 


Thistle 


tt 


11 Jan. ISny 


{■lFugc]«axid LoDdHiderr^i' i^tm. 


lUB 




86 




377 


653 


PrtaiccM Royal - 


»» • 


3 April — 


'tj|>L'>x«kW And LtT«TTHwl HajjiJ 


la-i 




86 




447 


747 


inn. 
bran. 


Lyra - 


»» 


22 Aug. - 


<iU«fpnf Jitid [.tytTficM ^mm 


»is 




25 




S79 


699 


Camilla 




22 Aug. — 
10 Oct? - 




iH» 




S3 




324 


629 


iron. 


Itlay • 
Liroino - 


*' ' 


Jnhn Kami-i* 


167 




1® 




186 


325 


iron. 


» - 


24 Peb. l«af|A.lra]bnlklh 


157 




24 




350 


494 


iron 
•crew 


Modem Athena . 




20 Mar. — 


Tfd ^ MTttFifn* 


u^ 




17 




,i?l 


224 




Asia • 


\\ - 


23 April ^ 


V^fh\ Mh11 hteam l'^ckl4 Ca. 


^6£ 




37 




1,214 


8,227 




Astrologer • 


»» 


15 June - 


UUii.p^4ii# aDd Ldvefpuoi f^K&ni 


II4« 




84 




322 


477 


iron 


Laurvl 




29 Jnne ^ 


Hitfo 


l.'i7 




22 




863 


429 


^SS! 


Africa 


w - 


17 Sept. - 


flrttWi ad It! Sonh Amtffqcsn 
Hfl.=^) M*SI Siin. r^ekvt Co. 


J7i 




37 




1.816 


2,226 




Genova 


M • 


19 Sept. - 


»'Tt!c3JU fttlEh - 


TK3 




24 




350 


520 


iron 
screw 


Grecian 




30 Not. - 


CEiMf^* Mid r.l*er[K»l Ship 


1D« 




84 




359 


598 


iron 


?3S2 : : 


GrMnook 


15 Jvno \UiK 
8 Aug. - 


^. Fateri'Dn ind utJiiJX - 


1S8 




88 
23 




176 


274 


«».w 


Merlin .. 


M 


19 Sept. \^A^ 
4 May l^ii 


B, H Gallrjwfl? - 
Bci-miLila Ilojal Mall Steam 


I.Mt 
140 




16 
S3 




115 
269 


161 
882 


wood 
screw 
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Vccicli- N&mcfc 


Part of 




tl«#ilCKil Uwnx^i. 






Ttonase. 


— 


l^pH. 


Breidth. 


£>i;Iu4k 

of 

Enidne 


To«£iage. 


















Kwini. 














R. JLMA,, 


r^ 


DrA«, 








KotthmiB - 


Kli-twill 


4 AujT- J^j 




ItlO 





KO 


fi 


111> 


IBt 




MftrWJ]* - 


i;,dt]i - 


'it J4n. IB^I' 


T. R&ivlfty 

Ohio 


■ 71 


7 


73 


5 


t§J 


4A9 




GlHiAlbjn > 




5 Aut. — 


MA 


3 


17 


8 


tw 


IM 




Ptvifu* 


" 'j 


m Maj laiC 


Uommlsilaneri of K«nb«nt 
|jl|{liibiiui<^ 


no 


U 


ao 


t 


5SJ7 


]ffl6 




BrIluinSm - 




in Mar. I8t? 


Hull i (^-ithSlm. Fd.£k<rt Co. - 


16.5 


<f 


«l 


1 


EflT 


317 




BrjlUtint 




S Jul? IS4b 
G Not- — 


T , lUrclriv 


uu 


5 


^1 


a 


U49 


353 




SieR-JH^r - 




Hull & Lt^lib Slm^ PiiLitet Ca. - 


iS9 


S 


44 


» 


igg 


iai 




Rofwl Vwtac'A 




aa Jux. isw 


LotiiUki, l^tK Edintiur^n aw) 


16.} 


d 


^ 


3 


4£fi 


7ifi 




nflTil Wntaacfi - 




31 J<m. - 


ULbuuv ^ippiDH Campuijr^ 


).«} 





93 


9 


3V« 


640 ' 




Ibi3>iil Adcliidf - 




31 Jul. — 


Piim 


IA.!» 


*Hf*. 


%ii 


JSlo. 


343 ' 






«wnt ECldmt 




J I Mat - 
.5Jui4 - 


Jamei WaJdIf * . - 


115 


loin^ 


Id 


Ibi^ 


14a 






Border Qunn 


» 


Tboma* Btitl 


ve 


3 


19 


X 


ic^ 


153 


Irtil 

MJri*W 


CuiTier 


. 


a Jatft — 


T. QmicIhj 

EdlishUTvFi, F«rtl^ Mil Ptmciv^ 


175 


g 


41 


B 


94S 


573 


Levlatlian ~ 


It 


to ai^t. *. 


157 


fi 


d« 


9 


JWU 


417 


Iron! 


KolMrt Nittir 




1 a Vow. _ 


K&llway I'oLnponj. 


Lid 


IS 


S3 


3 


111 


134 


Iron- 


Btllicaral 


ft - 


(iiwrffff (i] bMm .... 


1313 


« 


^0 


a 


171 


434 


Iron 


MdTqlili of Siaffond 


way - 


! Feb. ISJN 


[itikfrttf SutherTlnd 


I7S 


D 


W 11 


413 


365 
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LIGHTHOUSES AND LIGHT- VESSELS. 

KEPOKT OF ALTERATIONS AND mPBOYEMENTS IN THE TEAB 1849. 

Daring the year 1849, the new establiriiments undermentioned were, in 
compliance with the general desire and solicitation of the Trade, provided 
and brought into operation, yiz. : — 

Two lights for the navigation of Sea Reach (River ThamesX one thereof 
shown from a vessel moored off the Chapman Head, the other from a tem- 
porary bailding close to the land side of the sea wall at Hacking Flat 
These lights were exhibited on the evening of the 1st of October 1849. 
Thej are fixed bright lights; but at the latter, in the direction of the 
Ovens Shoal, the light is coloured red. Both will hereafter be transferred 
to permanent pile stractores, which are in course of erection. 

At the St. Catherine's Point Lighthouse, in the Isle of Wight, the diop- 
tric light apparatus was much improved, and the power of the light 
increased bj the substitution of xones of prisms in lieu of the concave 
mirrors previously in use. 

In the lantern of the lighthouse on the Maplin Sand, off the coast of 
Essex, a white light was opened for the purpose of farther facilitating the 
navigation, ranging over 8^ of the circle, and striking the Girdler Light in 
the direction of & 4 W. and the Shivering Sand Buoy S. by W. { W. by 
compass. 



BEACONS. 



A conical iron beacon, surmoanted by a staff and globe, was erected on 
the Woolpack Rock, off the south-west side of St. Mary's Ishind, Scilly. 

A spiral buoy, of large dimensions, surmounted by a staff and beacon, 
was moored at each of the under-mentioned stations, viz, : — 

At the Long Sand Head. 

At the south end of the Kentish Knock Sand. 

At the south end of the Scroby Sand. 

At the Ovens Shoal off Coal House Point, River Thames. 

At the north-east Spit of Margate Sand. 

Trinity House, London, "l Cee'> J. HbrbbbT, 

26th July, 1851. J * Secretary. 



<APP£NDIX V. 



271 



Account of the Receipt and Appropriation of the Filot*8 Fund of the 
Corporation of Trinity House of Deptford Strond, established hj the 
Act 48 Geo. 3. cap. 104., and continued bj the Acts 52 Greo. 3. 
cap. 39. and 6 Geo. 4. cap. 125., distinguishing the seyeral Sources 
of Income and Heads of Expenditure, m the xear ending 31st De- 
cember 1850. — (Presented in pursuance of the 52nd section of the 
last recited Act.) 



INCOME — 1860. 

One year'8 dividends on 55,993/. 5«. 6d. capital, 3^ per cent, re- 
duced (late 4 per cent, consols) .... 

Value of one House, transrerred to the Corporation's general 
Almshouse Estabiishnaent ..... 

Amount of due^t receired in the year 1850, under the Act 
6 Geo. 4. c. 125., on the renewal of licences to pilots not 
licensed upon certificates of examination by any Sub- Com- 
missioners of Pilotage ...... 

Amount of poundage on pilots' earnings, collected at London 
and the outports, in the jen ending on the 31 st Decem- 
ber 1850, under the authority of tlie 4th section of the said 
Act -------- 

Amount of surplus rates of pilotage, received in London in 
the year ending 31st December I8S0, from ships not having 
British registers, nor being privileged, by any Act or Con- 
vention or Order in Council, to be charged with the British 
rates c nhr .--..-. 

Amount or ditto, received at the outports in the same period, 
from ditto ....... 

Andount of balances proceeding tram the receipt and payment 
of the pilotage of forelKii vessels in the port of London, in 
the year ending 31st December 1850, pursuant to the 47tb 
section of the Art 6 Geo. 4. c. 125 

Amount of fees received on the grant of new licences and ex- 
tended qualifications of pilots for the port of London and 
channels leading thereto, in the year ending 31st December 
1850 

Amount of ditto received on the issue of certificates under the 
Act 12 ft 13 Vict, c 88. (ordered by the Board to be carried 
to this account) .-.-.-- 

Amount of fines received .--.-- 



£ i, d. 



166 
30 



EXPENDITURE _ 1850. 

Expenses of carrying the Act 6 Geo. 4. c. 125. 
into execution in the year ending 31st December 
1850, viz.: stationery, stamps, books, printing, 
forms of account, advertisements, and law 
charges ----.- 

Salary to the Superintendent of Pilots at Gravcsend 

Commission on the amount of surplus rates of pilotage col- 
lected at the outports ---..- 

Out pensions to superannuated pilots, their wives, widows, and 
children: and occasional relief to ditto, in the year ending 
31st December 1850; including the amount of commission 
paid for distributing their pensions to persons resident at the 
outports -----.-- 

Pensions and allowances to superannuated pilots, their wives or 
widows, inhabiting 13 almshouses, in the year ending 31st 
December 1850 - . 

Cost of repair and maintenance of the said almshouses in the 
like period .... 



£ i. d. 

5,687 14 
.5,628 10 



II 



Income for the year ending 81 st De- I 

cember 1860 . . - 

Expenditure . . - | 

Surplus brought from last account . 

Surplus for the year ending 31st December 18^0 - 



£ ». 


d. 


1,819 15 


7 


500 





712 15 


1 


2,214 8 


4f 
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7 


33 1 


10 


116 10 



13 13 



6 6 
10 



196 2i 
1 11 10 



4,335 1 II 

624 17 11 
470 18 10 



59 3 7^ 
639 3 HI 



698 7 7 



£ «. d. 



5;687 14 3i 



5,628 10 ^ 



Trinity House, London .l 
22nd July, 1851. j 



(E. B.) 



. Hbrbert, 
Secretary . 
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No. VI. 

Statement by Hugh Dempster, Writer in Greenock, upon 
the Cases conducted by him as Agent for Messrs, PoUok, 
Gilmour, and Co, against Seamen under the ** Ge^ 
neral Seamen^s Act^ and the ^* Mercantile Marine Act!^ 

Since December, 1847, I bav^e been employed as agent fbr tihe prose* 
cation, in a number of actions, at tbe instance of Messrs. FOllok, Gil* 
moor & Co.^ directed against seamen deserting abroad, nnder the provisions 
both of theGeneral Merchant Seamen*s Act, and Mercantile Marine Act. 

So fiir as my recollection goes, the accused pled guilty in every one of 
the cases I refer to, and none of them (the cases) ever received any pro- 
fessional opposition, but still they have been all attended with very great 
expense to the shipowner. It appears to me that this arises in a great 
measure from a want of legislation in the formula, or probably from the 
legislature not having had the forms of procedure used in Scotland suffi- 
ciently within their purview. In Enghmd, I believe, the act is adminis- 
tered under a short inexpensive writ, and the case at once disposed of by 
the sitting magistrate; but as the act provides no form, each country 
pursues its own system of procedure, which in Scotland, in regard to penal 
actions, is formal, tedious, cumbersome, and expensive. 

Accordingly, the practitioner in Scotland considers it necessary to 
embody in the complaint the sections of the act of parliament applicable 
thereto, and to enter into a long written detail of the whole circumstances 
attending the seaman's engagement and offence, and if the punishment 
infers imprisonment, the proceeding must receive the concurrence of the 
public prosecutor ; then the defender may be ordered to be cited to a diet 
on some future day, and in the meantime to be served with a copy of the 
complaint and its warrant. When he does appear, either under a citation, 
or immediate apprehension, a declaration is taken, and unless he pleads 
guilty, the declaration is followed by proof^ which is all taken down in 
writing ; all this is attended with heavy costs to the prosecutor, who» rather 
than submit to incur them, will often allow the offender te escape with 
impunity. 

I may enumerate the following cases as illustrative of my experience : — 

In December, 1847, I was employed by Messrs. Pollok, Gilmour, & Co., 
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to prosecute two seamen named Weir and Smart (who i n, y^" 

had deserted at Quebec), from the Barque ** Ann Ran- PoUok, Gi'imour, & 

kin," belonging to them, under the General Merchant ^aiSi{! dMwter?"** 

Seamen's Act, for the excess of wages paid to the sub- for excew of wages 
_^. ^ , . _ . , , . %^ , . P«id Substitutes. 

stitutes hired m their room to navigate the vessel home. General Merchant 

A complaint was presented to the Justices at Port Glas- S""«»'« A*='- 

gow against each of these seamen, which extended to twenty H>ne pages in 

length. The seamen were apprehended and taken before the Justices at 

Port Glasgow, and pleaded guilty ; but being unable to pay any part of the 

claim (for they had spent all the wages they had received for the voyage 

back), they were sentenced to be imprisoned for two months. Messrs. 

PoUok, Gilmour, & Co. did not insist on carrying the sentence into effect, 

but liberated them upon an admonition as to their future conduct. 

But although upon the matter of expense something * £« is 6 

was thus saved, still the cost between agent, officers, oficerV.V. o 14 6 

and the clerk of court, amounted in both cases to ^ coun j ^ ^ ^ 

'^'^■^ . . . ^iriF-6 

IL The next case I was employed in for the house of Pollok, Gil- 
mour, & Ck>., was directed against a seaman named j] j^^, i^^^ 

William Wood, who had deserted from the ship " Can- ^JJ^ f^jjjjj^t 

ton," at Quebec, in the fall of 1849, for forfeiture of his ure of wages back 

wages for the voyage back to the United Kmgdom, in a ^oiS^^'fi^^nsI;, 

vessel called the " Chancellor." The complaint, with the 5t.iSs. o*i ; Sum re- 

, ^ . . - , a , t , ., » . covered, 9/. 11*. 6rf. 

clauses of the act founded on, and the detail of oireum- Oenerai Merchant 

stances, occupied eighteen pages, and the Justices thought teamen's Act. 
it fit to order a full copy to be served on the master, another on the owner 

of the " Chancellor," and another on the seaman, which t « 9 6 

occupied, with the principal complaint, above seventy- officer.'*.'.', o 8 o 

two pages of copying. The expenses in that case, in- ^^court j ^ ^^ ^ 

elusive of the agent's, court, and officer's fees, amounted iFH~~o 
to 51 13«. Od, while the wages forfeited amounted only 
to92. 1I«. 6c2. 

IIL The next case I have to refer to was one under the Mercantile 

Marine Act, at the instance of William Watson, master III. August, 1851. 

of the '* Lotus," belonging to Messrs. Pollok, Gilmour, & Ki!^e, for ronti- 

Co., against a seaman named Kneale, for continued dis- Jndli«uS^f*"*^^ 

obedience and neglect of duty on the homeward voyage duty, is A H 

of the " Lotus " from Quebec, in August last The com- ^'^^^"'*' ^* ^- 

plaint in this case extended to twelve pages ; and before oftoer!.'.*.'.'. i i o 

it could be drafted, copied, and a warrant got in, the sea- sheriJr*V ^ ^ ^ 

man had absconded, and the expenses, which amounted Clerk J 

to about 4/. as. 4d., were incurred to no purpose. £4 s 

IV« The following cases against seamen for desertion jy q^ |g5i, 

at Quebec, I was employed to prosecute on behalf of Pollok, Gilmour, 4 

»jr Tk 11 1 ^M « ^ . ^ , , ^x Co. against seameft 

Messrs. Pollok, Gihnour, & Co., m October and Novem- for desertion. I3n 

berlast. ah Vict. cap. 9S. 
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(1.) Hugh Doranwas prosecuted for deserting from the ship "Renfrew- 
shire," at Quebec. The petition occupied twelve pages, making between the 
draft and process copy twenty-four pages. It received the public prosecutor's 
concurrence, and a warrant to apprehend the accused on the 22nd of October. 
On the following day, Doran was apprehended in Port Glasgow, and brought 
to Greenock, where he confessed his offence, and was sentenced to twelve 
weeks' imprisonment by Sheriff Marshall at Greenock, but the ofl&cer was 
obliged to keep the prisoner, after receiving his sentence, in custody all 
night in Port Glasgow, the case having terminated when it was too late 
in the evening to have him conveyed to Paisley, and imprisoned on that 
day. The expenses in this case amounted to £4 Ss. 3^ 

(2.) On the 24th of October, 1851, I was employed to prosecute Peter 

Blair, for desertion from the ship " Wolfe's Cove," belonging to Messrs, 

^ Pollok, Gilmour, & Co., at Quebec. The petition in this 

Officer".".**. 1 19 2 case extended to ten pages, or twenty pages between the 

Clerk of"j* ^ ^ ^ draft and copy. The seaman, on being brought be- 

Court j ^ ^^ ^ fore the justice of peace pleaded guilty, and was sentenced 
£3 4 3 to receive one month's imprisonment The expenses in 
this case amounted to 5/. 48. Sd, 

(3.) On the 30th of October, 1851, I presented a petition against a sea- 
man named Redman, also a deserter from the ship " Ren- 
OttSr *.*.*!. 3 13 8 frewshire," at Quebec, and the seaman having pleaded 
Court dueio 4 3 &^^^^y» ^^ ^^ sentenced by the sheriff at Greenock to 

four weeks' imprisonment. The expenses in this case 

amounted to 6/. 3«. 6d, 

(4.) On the 3rd of November, 1851, I presented two iseparate petitions 

against seamen of the name of McDonald and Smith, for desertion from 

the ship " Renfrewshire ;" but the men, having got intelli- 

offi^cer .'.'!!. 1 12 6 gence that proceedings were being adopted against them, 

Court dueio I 6 absconded, and have never been brought to trial. The 

expense incurred in each case, however, amounted to 

^ 3/. 6s. Orf., or 6/. 12*. Od. for both. 

These cases, which have fallen within my experience, embraced a 
variety of procedure directed chiefly against the offence of desertion. The 
form of procedure adopted, has, in the flexible language of the 107 th 
section of the Mercantile Marine Act, been an appropriate summary pro- 
ceeding as it is known and practised in Scotland ; and, being unopposed, 
they probably, on that account, exhibit the least striking instances of the 
expense and delay attending the practical operation of the statutes referred 
to in Scotland. 

The vindication of the statute amounts in many cases to a punishment 
of the ship-owner ; and although it may be difficult to remove the grievance 
entirely, it might be considerably alleviated by the legislature. 

(1.) Prescribing a short statutory form applicable to the offence charged, 
which might contain a warrant for seising and carrying the offender 
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before the nearest sheriff, justice of peace, or burgh magistrate, to answer 
to the offence. 

(2.) Providing that the procedure should be without a written record, 
and summary similar to that followed in the Small Debt Police Courts. 

(3.) Enacting a table for regulating the fees of clerks of court, officers, 
and agents. 

(Signed) H. Dempster, 

Provost of Sheriff's Court, at Greenock 
Greenock, 17th December, 1861. 



No. VII. 

Notes in " Astoria's" Case, John Blacky seaman, v. John 
Jenkins, late Master of the " Astoria." 

1st. Petition, dated 3rd of Nov. 1851, and extending to twenty pages, 
charges Mr. Jenkins with a violation of the 7 & 8 Vict chap. 112. sects. 2 & 4., 
13 & 14 Vict. chap. 93. Also, "Assault," 44th sect, of act 7 & 8 Vict, 
chap. 112., and statute 9th Geo. 4. 

2nd. Warrant is granted on the 3rd of November. Appointed petition to 
be intimated to answer the complaint 

3rd. On the 6th of November, the master appeared with his agent, Mr. 

William Steele, who stated various preliminary pleas, „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

y^' ^ « ^ ^ « J J -^1- i^Z'-j, Sederunt 6 hours, 

which were repelled, and proof proceeded with, and thirty- 
two pages of proof taken. Case then adjourned to the 1 1th of November. 
Parties attended on the 11th, and proceeded to proof for 
pursuer, and twenty-four pages led, and case adjourned 
till the 13th of November. Parties then attend, when Sederunt 9 hours, 
sixty pages of proof taken. Case then adjourned till the 
17th of November. Parties then attended for pursuer's *'^"" **""* 
proof, when thirty pages were taken. On the 20th of sederunt s hours, 
November, parties again met, fourteen pages led. On the 
24th, fifty pages, which was the defender's proof, and 
case adjourned till Monday next, the 1st of December. Parties again met, 
and after an additional adjournment or two, at which proof was led, the 
judgment of the court was given, finding the master liable in about 80/, 
of penalties, and 30/. as modified costs ; in addition to which Mr. Jenkins' 
expenses for law agents' fees are upwards of 65/., and Black's expenses 
upwards of 45/. The proof led in the case amounts altogether to 230 pages, 
and the judgment to twelve. 

T 2 
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Case, Pitts v. Harrison. 

This case was at the instance of a mate against the master. 

The petition was presented under the act 7 & 8 Vict. chap. 112., & 
13 & 14 Vict chap. 93. It was brought into court on the 30th day of 
July, 1851, and extends, with the plaintiff's declaration, to eleven pages. 
The petition was served on the defender, who appeared on the 4th of August, 
and was examined, his examination being taken down in writing. The parties 
were so far at one as to the facts, that the justices decided the case that 
day ; but if the parties had denied each other's statements, proof would, in 
all likelihood, have taken place, and there is no saying when it would 
have ended. The defender was found liable in 1/L modified expenses, 
but the whole expenses of this action on both sides would be about 5/. 

Case^ Cameron v. Williamson. 

This was a case similar to the above, the whole proceedings being taken 
in writing ; and numerous other cases could be given if necessary, — the 
expenses about the same. 

Case^ Campbell v. Morrison. 

This was a case under the Merchant Seamen's Act The pursuer 
was a seaman on board the schooner, " Portland," a regular trader 
between Glasgow and Liverpool, and was commanded by the defender. 
Campbell got drunk, and came on board just at the time the ** Portland " 
was about to leave the quay for Liverpool, and began to quarrel with the 
cook ; a fight ensued, which caused the police officers to go on board the 
** Portland,** and, having tak^i Campbell into custody, were in the act of 
taking him ashore, when he shouted out to the master, who was then for- 
■ ward attending to his duties, getting the vessel under weigh in tow of a 
steamer, that he wanted his register-ticket The officers ccmveyed Camp- 
bell to the police-office j the " Portland " went on her voyage j and on^ her 
return, after a lapse of about fourteen days. Captain Morrison was served 
with a long petition and complaint at Campbell's instance, for refusing to 
deliver up his register-ticket, and concluding fbr a penalty of 5/. and costs. 
The complaint extended to about sixteen pages ; and Morrison having ap- 
peared before the justices, his declaration and defence were taken _by 
the justice of peace clerk (then Mr. Douglas^ and extended to several 
pages. Afterwards proofs were led for both parties, which were all taken 
in writing in full, and extended to a considerable number of pages. 
During these proceedings, several tufjoumments took place> and ulti- 
mately the justices awarded the penalty, and found the deftender liable in 
4/. 165. of costs. The case was taken by the defender to the Court of 
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Session ; and after very conuderable procedure there, the defender ulti- 
mately succeeded, and also obtained a judgment against Campbell for the 
expenses- Campbell made oS^ and haa not since been heard of by the 
defender (so far as is known). The expensea of these proceedings cost 
the owners of the yessel about 55L sterling ; that is, they paid their own 
agent this smn^ of which about SL were incurred in the Justice of Peace 
Court 



No. VIII. 
On Register 'Tickets. Deeembery 1851, 

1. Amendment qf section 20. 7 ^ 8 Vict, cAop. 112. — And be it en- 
acted that every person, being a subject of Her Majesty, intending to 
serve on board any ship subject to the provisions of this act (except 
as master, physician, surgeon, or apothecary), shaE provide himself 
with a register-ticket, and for that purpose shall apply personally at the 
General Register and Record Office of Seamen in London, or at one of 
the shipping offix^es of the outports of the United Kingdom, immediately 
after the passing of this act, or before engaging in any such ship ; and 
every such applicant who is possessed of any register-ticket that may 
have been previously issued to him under the provision of the act 7 & 8 
Vict chap. 112. shall deliver up the same, and shall answer truly to the 
best of his knowledge and ability the questions set forth in schedule F. 
(No. 1.) to this act annexed, upon which (if the application has been made 
within six (or twelve) months of the passing of this act) he shall be en- 
titled to receive, and be provided with, a new register-ticket without any 
charge whatever ; and every applicant for a register-ticket after the period 
of six (or twelve) months from the passing of this act, and every applicant 
who is not possessed of a register-ticket issued to him under the said 
act 7 & 8 Vict. chap. 1 12. in addition to answering the questions afore- 
said, shall fiimish the documents and truly answer the questions further 
specified in schedule F. (No. 2.) (see p. 280.) to this act annexed, in so 
far as applicable to his case, or otherwise give such satisfttctory and 
reasonable proof to the like effect, before he shall be entitled to a register- 
ticket; and no person shall serve in any capacity on board any ship 
subject to any of the provisions of this act (except the master, physician, 
surgeon, or apothecary) who is not possessed of such register-ticket (and 
so on to the end of section 20., but inserting shipping master in place of 
custom-house, and collector and comptroller). 
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2. Amemdmemi o/Mctum 21^ 7 & 8 Fief. <Aap. 112.— And be it enacted,' 
that if any person shall alter or destroy a register-ticket, or eoonterfeit, 
transfer, (h* traffic in, for gain or otherwise, or attempt to counterfeit, 
transfer, or traffic in, for gain or otherwise, any register-ticket issued or 
porporting to be issoed porsnant to the proyisions of this act, or if any 
person shall nse, or attempt to use, in any way, any ticket tssned under 
the act 7 & 8 Vict chap. 112., or any ticket issoed under this act which 
does not belcHig to him, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten 
pounds, and, in defiult of paymi^t thereof, shall be subject to impri- 
sonment for not less than three nor more than twelre months, with or 
without hard labour at the discretion of the court *, and any person be- 
coming possessed of a register-ticket other than that legally issued to 
him, shall forthwith transmit the same to the r^isorar of seamen, and, in 
case of defituU, he shall for every such oflfence forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

3. Amendaient of gection 22., 7 & 8 VicL chap. 112. — And be it en- 
acted, that if any seaman shall lose his register-ticket, he shall forth- 
with i^pear in person and represent his case to the registrar of seamen 
in London, or to the shipping master at the port where he may happen 
to be at the time, and shall give a true account of himself; and in 
order that his statement may be tested, the said registrar of seamen or 
shipping master shall apply for information to the officer who may have 
issued the ticket said to be lost, which he shall be bound at once to do ; 
and the said seaman shall also answer such questions as the said registrar 
of seamen or shipping master may put to him, in regard to his previous 
service or otherwise, in order that the said registrar of seamen or 
shipping master may satisfy himself of the truth of the seaman's state- 
ment by application to the owner, master, or agent of tiie vessel, or 
vessels in which the seaman may have last served, or to any other party 
or parties to whom he may refer in his said statement, either by letter, or 
through the shipping master of the port or place where these parties 
respectively, or any of them, may happen to be or reside ; and if it shall 
appear that no fraud or irregularity has been committed, and that the loss 
of the ticket was unavoidable, tiie seaman shall be furnished with another 
ticket on payment of the cost thereof, not exceeding shillings ; but if 
he shall not give a satisfactory account of himself or if any fraud or irre- 
gularity shall appear, he shall not be entitled to receive another ticket 
except upon payment of a penalty, not less than one pound nor more than 
five pounds, to be fixed by the said registrar of seamen or shipping master 
who may issue the new ticket, at the time of issue, according to the nature 
and extent of the applicant's culpability ; and every applicant for a register- 
ticket (whether for a first ticket, or for one to supply the place of a ticket 
previously issued) who shall give a false answer to any reasonable question 
that may be put to him, or make any false statement whatever with refer- 
ence to the granting of such register-ticket, shall be liable in a penalty not 
exceeding five pounds, and, in default of payment thereof, shall be subject 
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to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months with or without 

hard labour, at the discretion of the court 

4. Section 23., 7 & 8 Vict chap, 112. — As at present 
6. Section 24., 7 & 8 Vict chap, 112. — As at present 

6. Proposed new clause, — And whereas on seamen being engaged on 
board of ships subject to the proyisions of this act, their register-tickets are 
delivered to and are retained by the masters of the said ships during the 
voyage and fall to be returned to the seamen at the termination thereof, and 
consequently the risk of losing the said tickets by seamen is mainly, if not 
entirely, when they are in port in the United Kingdom ; be it therefore en- 
acted (with the view of fiEusilitating the preservation and safe keeping of all 
register-tickets) that the general registrar of seamen in London, and every 
shipping master in London and at the ontports of the United Kingdom acting 
under this act, shall be bound, when required by any seaman, to take charge 
of his register-ticket when he is in port, and shall be bound carefully to pre- 
serve and arrange the whole register-tickets left with them respectively for 
safe keeping in such a way and manner as may be agreed on, that they may 
be easily found, for the purpose of deliveriog up said tickets to their respec- 
tive owners, which the said custodiers respectively shall be bound to do 
on demand, at any time during the ordinary business hours of the respective 
offices, under a penalty not exceeding the sum of five pounds. 

7. Proposed to be added to sect 70., 13 §• 14 Vict chap, 93. —But 
as the greater number of desertions take place abroad, with the view of 
obtaining a higher rate of wages for the run home, and the deserters, 
if they can be found in this country at all, are generally to be found before 
the return of the ships from which they have deserted, and consequently 
before access can be had to the official log-books ; it is hereby pro- 
vided, that, upon proof of the agreement, by production of the duplicate, 
or of a copy thereof, or by the oath of the shipping master, or deputy 
under him, who shipped any seaman, coupled with the want of a register- 
ticket by the seaman, and any other reasonable evidence, such as, a letter 
from the master of the ship bearing that the seaman has deserted, or the 
evidence of the owner of, or agent for, the vessel in which the seaman 
engaged to serve, that said vessel has not yet completed the voyage for 
which the said seaman entered into agreement, shall be deemed and taken 
as sufficient proof of desertion ; and the seaman shall be dealt with accord- 
ingly, unless he can show that he was legally discharged, or had been 
otherwise lawfully freed from his agreement 



SCHEDULE (F.) (No. 1.). 
As in 7 & 8 Vict chap. 112., and with improvements, if thought neces- 
sary. 
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SCHEDULE (P.) (liaiL> 

Doemmenis to be pndmeetL — A ecrtificate » to i 
pUijmfeat from a angiatnte or clcigjiaa n of ike pariA or eooatj in wUeh 
the api^icaot may bare been bora, or in wbieb be may bare last leaded. 

A eertilEeate from Ibe amater, ofwncr, or agent of Ibe last wrl in wbieb 
Ibe applicant may bare aerred, if be baa p r e t i o wl y been at aea. 

QuegHams. — Hov, and mder iHiat c u e umsUm eea, did yon low your 
legialer-lieket? 



THE END. 
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the same irirom the Edinburgh Rbvirw; and a Biographical Notice of the Author. To 
which is added, An Inquiry into the Life and Character of King Eadwig, from the Author's 
MS. 8vo. 128. cloth. 

THE ARTISAN CLUB -A TREATISE ON THE STEAM 

ENGINE, in its Application to Mines, Mills, Steam Navigation, and Railways. By the 
Artisan Qub. Edited by John Bourne, C.E. New Edition. With 30 Steel Plates and 349 
Wood Engravings. 4to. 27s. cloth. 

JOANNA BAILLIE'S DRAMATIC AND POETICAL WORKS. 

Now first collected ; complete in One Volume ; and comprising the Plays of the Passions, 
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in HEALTH and DISEASE. By T. Bull, M.D. Member of the Royal Collegre of Phyticians ; 
formerly Pbyucian-Accoucheur to the Finsbnry Midwifery Institution, and Lecturer on Mid- 
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enlarged. Fcp. 8vow te. cloth. 
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6s. cloth. 

BUNSEN.-EGYPT'S PLACE IN UNIVERSAL HISTORY: 
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CALLCOTT.-A SCRIPTURE HERBAL. 

yfith upwards of 130 Wood Engravings. By Lady Callcott. Square crown 8vo. 358. cloth. 

CATLOW;-POPULAR C0NCH0L06Y; 

Or, the Shell Cabinet arranged: being an Introduction to the Modem System of Conchology : 
with a sketch of the Natural History of the Animals, an account of the Formation of the Shells, 
and a complete Descriptive List of the Families and Genera. By Aonbs Catlow. Fcp. 8vo. 
with 312 Woodcuts, 10s. 6d. cloth. 

CHESNEY.-THE EXPEDITION FOR THE SURVEY OF 

THE RIVERS EUPHRATES and TIGRIS, carried on by order of the British (Government, 
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JOHN COAD'S MEMORANDUM -A CONTEMPORARY Ac- 
count of the SUFFERINGS of the REBELS sentenced to TRANSPORTATION by JUDGE 
JEFFERIES ; beinfr, A Memorandnm of the Wonderfol Providences of God to a poor unworthy 
Creatnre, during^ the time of the Doke of Monmouth's Rd>eUion, and to the Revolution in 
1668. By JoHM Coad, one the Sufferers. Square fcp. 8vo. 4s. 6d. cloth. 

CONYBEARE AND HOWSON.-THE LIFE AND EPISTLES 

of SAINT PAUL; comprising a complete Biog^raphy of the Apostle, and a Paraphrastic 
Translation of his Epistles inserted in Chronolof^cal Order. Edited by the Rev. W. J. 
CoNTBBARB, M.A. Ute Fellow of Trinity Colle^re, Cambridge; and the Rev. J. S. Howson, 
M.A. late Principal of the Collefpate Institution, Liverpool. Copiously illustrated by nume- 
rous Engravings on Steel and Wood of the Principal Places visited by the Apostle, from 
Original Drawings made on the spot by W. H. Bartlett ; and by Maps, Charts, Woodcuts of 
Coins, Sec, Vol. I. Part I. ; with Thirteen Engravings on Steel, Seven Maps and Plans, 
and numerous Woodcuts. 4to. 17b. boards. 
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CONVERSATIONS ON BOTANY. 

New Edition, improved. Fcp. 8vo. 22 Plates, 7s. 6d. cloth ; with the plates coloured, 12s. cloth. 

CONVERSATIONS ON MINERALOGY. 

With Plates, engraved by Mr. and Mrs. Lowry, from Original Drawings. New Edition, 
enlarged. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 14s. cloth. 

COOK. -THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES : 

With a Commentary, and Practical and Devotional Suggestions, for the Use of Readers and 
Students of the English Bible. By the Rev. F. C. Cook, M.A. one of Her Majesty's Inspec- 
tors of Church Schools. Post 8vo. 8s. 6d. cloth. 

COOPER.-PRACTICAL AND FAMILIAR SERMONS, 

Designed for Parochial and Domestic Instruction. By the Rev. Edward Coopbb. New Edi- 
tion. 7 vols. 12mo. j^l. 18s. boards. 

COPLAND.-A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE; 

comprising General Pathology, the Nature and Treatment of Diseases, Morbid Structures, 
and the Disorders especially incidental to Climates, to Sex, and to the different Epochs of 
Life; with numerous approved Formulieof the Medicines recommended. By Jambs Copland, 
M.D. Consulting Physician to Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital, &c. &c. Vols. I. and II. 
8vo. j^3, cloth ; and Parts X. to XIV. 4s. 6d. each, sewed. 

THE CHILDREN'S OWN SUNDAY-BOOK. 

By Miss Julia Cornbr, Author of ** Questions on the History of Europe," &c. With Two 
Illustrations engraved on Steel. Square fcp. 8vo. 5s. cioth. 

CRESY.-AN ENCYCLOPJIDIA OF CIVIL ENGINEERING, 

Historical, Theoretical, and Practical. By Edward Crbst, F.S.A. C.E. In One very 
large Volume, illustrated by upwards of Three Thousand Engravings on Wood, explanatory 
of the Principles, Machinery, and Constructions which come under the Direction of the 
Civil Engineer. 8vo. j^3. IBs. 6d. cloth. 

THE CRICKET-FIELD; OR, THE SCIENCE AND HISTORY 

of the GAME. Illustrated with Diagrams, and enlivened with Anecdotes. By the Author 
of " Principles of Scientific Batting," " Recollections of College Days," &c. With Two 
Engravings on Steel ; uniform with Harry Hieover^s Hunting- Field, Fcp. 8vo. 
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CROCKER'S ELEMENTS OF LAND SURVEYING. 

New Edition, corrected throughout, and considerably improved and modernized, by T. G. 
Bunt, Land Surveyor. To which are added, TABLES QF SIX-FIGURE LOGARITHMS, 
&c., superintended by K. Farlk y, of the Nautical Ahnanac Establishment. Post 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

%* Mr. Farley's Tables of Six-Figure Logarithms may be had separately, price 4s. 6d. 

DALE. -THE DOMESTIC LITURGY AND FAMILY CHAP- 
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Prayer; Part II. comprising an appropriate Sermon for every Sunday in the year. By 
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A 1 f '^'** Family Chaplain, price 12s. cloth. 
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DELABECHE.-THE GEOLOGICAL OBSERVER. 

BySirHBNRYT. Dblabechb, F.R.S., Director-General of the Geological Survey of the 
United Kingdom. In One large Volume, with many Wood Engravings. 8vo. 18s. cloth. 

DELABECHE. - REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF CORN- 

WALL, DEVON, and WEST SOMERSET. By Henry T. Dblabechb, F.R.S., Di- 
rector-General of the Geological Survey of the United Kingdom. Published by Order of 
the Lords Commissioners of H.M. Treasury. 8vo. with Maps, Woodcuts, and 12 large Pates, 
14s. cloth. 

DE LA RIVE'S WORK ON ELECTRICITY. -A TREATISE 

on ELECTRICITY; its Theory and Practical Application. By A. Db la Rive, of the 
Academy of Geneva. Illustrated with numerous Wood Engravings. 2 vols. 8vo. 

[Ne rly ready, 

DENNISTOUN.-MEMOIRS OF THE DUKES OFURBINO; 

lUustrating the Arms, Arts, and Literature of Italy, from MCCCCXL. to MDCXXX. By 
Jambs Dennistoun, of Dennistonn. With numerous Portraits, Plates, Fac-similes, and 
Engravings on Wood. 3 vols, crown 8vo. £2. 88. cloth. 

" The object of tbeae Tolumea is to combme a general picture of the ' progress of ItaUan Uteratnre and art under 
the patronage of the smaller Italian principalities, with a nistory of the houses of Montefeltro and Delia RoTere, so 
fiur as they were connected with Urbino. For the execution of his purpose Mr. Dennistoun enjoyed numerous 
adrantages. He has resided in Italy for many years, and is well acquainted with the country whose history as a 
dukedom he mtended to relate : besides the common research in prmted Tolumea, he has gained access to various 
Italian libraries, including that of Urbino, and examined their manuscripts ; and he has closely inspected Umbrian 
art, whether in oalatial, military, or ecclesiastical architecture, or in painting. With the appreciation of Italy which 
such a course of study stimulates and implies. Mr. Dennistoun has good taste, a sound, though not always an un- 
biassed judgment, and a seal for medinval subjects, especially sxt, almost enthusiastic." Sfbctatok. 

DISCIPLINE. 

By the Authoress of "Letters to my Unknown Friends," "Twelve Years Ago," "Some 
Passages fh>m Modem History," and "Letters on Happiness." Second Edition, enlarged. 
18mo. 28. 6d. cloth. 

DIXON.-THE GEOLOGY AND FOSSILS OF THE TERTIARY 

and CRETACEOUS FORMATIONS of SUSSEX. By the late Frbdebick Dixon, Esq. F.G.S. 
The Fossils engraved from Drawings by Messrs. Sowerby, Dinkel, and Erxleben. In One 
large Volume, with 41 Plates and many Wood Engravings. Royal 4to. 63s. cloth ; India 
Proofs, j^5s. 68. 
*^* In this work are embodied the results of many years' Geological and Palaeontological 
observations by the Author, together with some remarks on the Archaeology of Sussex. It 
also includes Descriptions- Of the fossil Reptilia, by Prof. Owen, F.R.S.; of the Echino- 
derma, by Prof. Edward Forbes, F.R.S. ; of the Crustacea, by Prof. Thomas Bell, Sec. R.S. ; 
of the Corals, by William Lonsdale, Esq. F.G.S. ; and of the fossil Shells, by J. De Carle 
Sowerby, Esq. F.L.S. 
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DOUBLEDAY AND HEWITSON'S BUTTERFLIES. - THE 

GENBRA of DIURNAL LEPIDOPTBRA ; comprising^ their Generic Cburoctert— a Notice 
of tlie Habits and Transfomiations— and a Catalogue of the Species of each Genus. By 
Edward Doublbdat, Esq. F.L.S.&C, late Assistant in the Zoological Department of the 
British Museum. Ck>ntinued by J. O. Wbstwood, Esq. Illustrated with 75 Coloured Plates, 
by W. C. Hbwitson, Esq. Author of " British Oolog^y." Imperial 4to. uniform with Gray 
and BfitcheU'B ** Genera of Birds." 

%* In course of publication in Monthly Parts, 6s. each ; of which 41 have appeared. The 
publication, which had been suspended in consequence of the death of Mr. DouUeday, is 
now resumed, and will be continued regrularly until the completion of the work in about 
Fifty Parte. 

DRESDEN GALLERY -THE MOST CELEBRATED PICTURES 

Of the ROTAL GALLERY at DRESDEN, drawn on Stone, from the Originals, by Franz 
Hanfstaengl : with Descriptive and Biographical Notices, in French and German. Nos. I. 
to LY III. imperial folio, each containing 3 Plates, with Letter-press, price SOs. to Subscribers ; 
to Non Subscribers, SOs. Single Plates, 12s. each. 

S" To be completed in 3 more numbers, price 30s. each, to Subscribers. Noa. LI. to LX. 
contain each Four Plates and Letterpress. 

DUNLOP.-THE HISTORY OF FICTION : 

Being a Critical Acooont of the most celebrated Prose Works of Fiction, from the earliest 
Greek Romances to the Novels of the Present Age. By John Dunlop, Esq. New Edition, 
complete in One Vohime. 8vo. 15s. cloth. 

EASTLAKE. - MATERIALS FOR A HISTORY OF OIL 

PAINTING. By Charlbs Look Eastlakb, Esq. P.R.A. F.R.S. F.S.A.; Secretary to the 
Royal Commission for Promoting the Fine Arts in connexion with the rebuilding of the Houses 
of Parliament, &c. 8vo. 16s. cloth. 

*»* Vol. II. On the Italian Practice of Oil Painting, w preyarinff for publication, 

ELMES'S THOUGHT BOOK, OR HORJl VACIVJl. 

Hone VacivK ; or, a Thought Book of the Wise Spirits of all Ages and all Countries, for all 
Men and sll Hours. Collected, arranged, and edited by Jambs Elmbs, Author of *' Me- 
moirs of Sir Christopher Wren," &c. Fcp. l6mo. (printed by C. Whittingham, Chiswick), 
4s. 6d. bound in cloth. 

THE ENGLISHMAN'S GREEK CONCORDANCE OF THE 

NEW TESTAMENT: being an Attempt at a Verbal Connexion between the Greek and the 
English Texts; including a Concordance to the Proper Names, with Indexes, Greek-English 
ajid English-Greek. New Edition, witii a new Index. Royal 8to. 43s. cloth. 

THE ENGLISHMAN'S HEBREW AND CHALDEE CON- 

rORDANCE of the OLD TESTAMENT ; being an Attempt at a Verbal Connection between 
the Original and the English Translations: with Indexes, a List of the Proper Names and 
their occurrences, &c. 3 vols, royal 8vo. ^Z. 13s. 6d. cloth ; large paper, j^4. 14s. 6d. 

EPHEMERA -THE BOOK OF THE SALMON : 

In Two Parts. Part I. The Theory, Principles, and Practice of Fly-Fisbingfor Salmon : with 
Lists of good Salmon Flies for every good River in the Empire ; Part II. The Natural History 
of the Salmon, all Its known Habits described, and the best way of artificially Breeding It 
explained. Usefully illustrated with numerous Coloured Engravings of Salmon Flies and 
Salmon Fry. By Ephbm era, Author of " A Hand-Book of Angling ;»» assisted by Andrew 
YouNO, of Invershin, Manager of the Duke of Sutherland's Salmon Fisheries. Fcp. 8vo. 
with coloured Plates, 14s. cloth. 

EPHEMERA.-A HAND-BOOK OF ANGLING; 

Teaching Fly-fishing, Trolling, Bottom-fishinir, Salmon-fishiner ; with the Natural History of 
River Fish, and the best modes of Catching them. By Ephemera, of " Bell's Life in 
London." New Edition, enlarged. Fcp- 8vo. with numerous Woodcuts, 9s. cloth. 



ERMAN.-TRAVELS IN SIBERIA: 

including: Excarnons northwards, down the Obi, to the Polar Circle, and southwards to the 
Chinese Frontier. By Adolph Erman. Translated by W. D. Coolby, Esq. Author of 
** The History of Maritime and Inland Discovery ;" 2 vols. 8vo. with Map, 31s. 6d. cloth. 

EVANS.-THE SUGAR PLANTER'S MANUAL : 

Being a Treatise on the Art of obtaining Sugar f^m the Sugar Cane. By W. J. Evans, M.D. 
8vo. 9s. cloth. 

FORBES.-DAHOMET AND THE UAHOMANS : 

Being the Journals of Two Missions to the King of Dahomey, and Residence at his Capital , 
in the Years 1849 and 1850. By Frbdbrick E. Forbes, Commander, R.N., F.R.G.S. ; Au- 
thor of " Five Years in China," and ** Six Months in the African Blockade." With 10 Phites, 
printed in Colours, and 3 Wood Engravings. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21s. cloth. 

FORESTER AND BIDDULPH'S NORWAY. 

Norway in 1848 and 1849 : containing Rambles among the Fjelds and ^ords of the Central and 
Western Districts ; and including Remarks on its Political, Military, Ecclesiastical, and Social 
Organisation. By Thomas Forester, Esq. With Extracts from the Journals of Lieutenant 
M. S. BiDOULPH, Royal Artillery. With a new Map, Woodcuts, and Ten coloured Plates 
from Drawings made on the spot. 8vo. 18s. cloth. 

FOSS.-THE JUDGES OF ENGLAND : 

with Sketches of their Lives, and Miscellaneous Notices connected with the Courts at West- 
minster Arom the time of the Conquest. By Edward Foss, F.S.A. of the Inner Temple. 
Vols. I. and II. 8vo. 288. cloth. 



FOSTER.-A HANDBOOK OF MODERN EUROPEAN LITE- 

RATURB : British, Danish, Dutch, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Polish and Rus- 
sian, Portuguese, Spanish, and Swedish. With a full Biographical and Chronological Index. 
By Mrs. Foster. Fcp. 8vo. 8s. 6d. cloth. 
*»* The object of this book is, not so much to give elaborate criticisms on the various writers 
in the language to whose literature it is intended as a guide, as to direct the student to the 
best writers in each, and to inform him on what subjects they have written. 

GIBBON'S HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. A new Edition, complete in One Volume. With an Account of the Author's 
Life and Writings, by Alexander Chalmers, Esq. F.A.S. 8vo. with Porbait, 18s. cloth. 
%* An Edition, in 8 vols. 8vo. 60s. boards. 

GILBART.-A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON BANKING. 

By Jambs William GiLBART, F.R.S. General Manager of the London and Westminster 
Bank. 6th Edition, with Portrait of the Author, and View of the '' London and Westminster 
Bank," Lothbury. 2 vols. 8vo. 24s. cloth. 

GOLDSMITH. - THE POETICAL WORKS OF OLIVER 

GOLDSMITH. Illustrated by Wood Engravings, from Designs by Members of the Etching 
Club. With a Biographical Memoir, and Notes on the Poems. Edited by Bolton Cornet, 
Esq. Square crown 8vo. uniform with Thomson^s Seasons illustrated by the Etching Club, 
21s. cloth; or, bound in morocco by Hayday, jfi"!. 16s. 

GOSSE.-NATURAL HISTORY OF THE ISLAND OF JAMAICA. 

By P. H. GossB, Author of "The Birds of Jamaica," "Popular British Ornithology," &c. 
Post 8vo. with coloured Plates. [Nearly ready, 

GOWER.-THE SCIENTIFIC PHENOMENA OF DOMESTIC 

LIFE, familiarly explained. By Charles Foots Gowbr. Niew Edition. Fcp. 8vo. with 
Wood Engravings, 5s. cloth. 
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GRAHAM-ENGLISH; OR, THE ART OF COMPOSITION: 

explained in a Series of Instructions and Examples. By O. F.. Graham. New Edition, 
' revised and improved. Fcp. 8to. 6s. cloth. 

GRANT -LETTERS FROM THE MOUNTAINS. 

Beings the Correspondence with her Ariends, between the years 1773 and 180S. By Mrs Grant, 
of Laggan. New Edition. Edited, with Notes and Additions, by her son, J. P. Grant, 
Esq. 3 vols, post 8vo. 31s. cloth. 

GRANT- MEMOIR AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE 

late Mrs. Grant, of h^ggan, Author of « Letters from the .Mountains," *< Memoirs of an 
American Lady," 9ui. Edited by her Son, J. P. Grant, Esq. New Edition. 8 vols, post 8vo. 
with Portrait, 81a. 6d. cloth. 

6RAY.-TABLES AND FORMULJB FOR THE COMPUTATION 

of LIFE CONTINGENCIES ; with copious Examples of Annuity, Assurance, and Friendly 
Society Calculations. By Pbtbr Gray, F.R.A.S. Associate of the Institute of Actuaries of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Royal 8to. 15s. cloth. 

GRAY AND MITCHELL'S ORNITHOLOGT.-THE GENERA 

Of BIRDS ; comprising their Generic Characters, a Notice of the Habits of each Genus, and 
an extensive list of Species, referred to their several Genera. By Gboror Robbrt Gray, 
Acad. Imp. Georg. Florent. Soc. Corresp., Senior Assistant of the Natural History Depart- 
ment in the British Museum. Illustrated with 360 Plates (175 plain and 185 coloured), drawn 
on stone, by David William Mitchbll, B.A., F.L.S., Secretary to the Zoological Society 
of London, &c. 3 vols, imperial 4to. jSZ\, 10s. half-bound morocco, gilt tops. 

GWILT.-AN ENCYCLOPJIDIA OF ARCHITECTURE; 

Historical, Theoretical, and Practical. By Joseph Gwilt. Illustrated with more than 
' One Thousand Engravings on Wood, from Designs by J. S. Gwilt. Second Edition (1851), 
with a Supplemental View of the Symmetry and Stability of Gothic Architecture ; comprising 
upwards of Eighty additional Woodcuts. 8vo. 53s. 6d. cloth. 

SUPPLEMENT TO GWILT'S ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ARCHI- 

TECTURE. Comprising a View of the Symmetry and Stability of Gothic Architecture ; 
Addenda to the Glossary ; and an Index to the entire Work. By Josbph Gwilt. Illus- 
trated by upwards of Eighty Wood Engravings by R. Branston. 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

SIDNEY HALL'S NEW GENERAL LARGE LIBRARY ATLAS 

OF FIFTY-THREE MAPS (size 30 in. by 16 in.), with the Divisions and Boundaries care- 
ftilly coloured ; and an Alphabetical Index of all the Names contained in the Maps, with their 
Latitude and Longitude. An entirely New Edition, corrected throughout from the best and 
most recent Authorities ; with all the Railways laid down, and many of the Maps re-drawn 
and re-engraved. Colombier 4to. j£5. 5s. half-bound in russia. 

SIDNEY HALL'S RAILWAY MAP OF ENGLAND AND 

WALES. Square fcp. 8vo. 2s. 6d. cloth. 

%* The Map of England and Wales, contained in " Sidney Hall's Large Railway Atlas" (size 
30 in. by 16 in.) corrected and re-engraved, with all the Lines of Railway laid down, may be 
had separately, price 38. 6d., coloured and mounted on folding canvas in a case for the 
pocket. 

HAMILTON.-CRITICAL ESSAYS ON PHILOSOPHY, LITE- 

RATURE, and ACADEMICAL REFORM, contributed to The Edinburgh Review by Sir 
William Hamilton, Bart. With additional Notes and Appendices. [In the press. 

HARRISON.-ON THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT 

STRUCTURE of the ENGLISH LANGUAGE. By the Rev. M. Habrison, M.A. late 
Fellow of Queen's College, Oxford. Post 8vo. 8s. 6d. cloth. 
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HARRY HIEOVER.-THE HUNTING-FIELD. 

By Haery Hibovbe, Author of " Stable-Talk and Table-Talk ; or. Spectacles for Youngs 
Sportsmen.*' With Two Plates— One representing TfteiU^A^Sor/; the other, The Wrong Sort, 
Fcp. 8vo. 5b. half-bound. 

HARRY HIEOVER.-PRACTICAL HORSEMANSHIP. 

By Harry Hieoyeb, Author of "Stable Talk and Table Talk; or. Spectacles for Young 
Sportsmen.*' With 2 PUtes— One representing Going like Workmen; the other, Going like 
Muffe. Fcp. 8to. 68. half-bound. 

HARRY HIEOVER.-THE STUD, FOR PRACTICAL PUR- 

POSES AND PRACTICAL MEN: being a Guide to the Choice of a Horse for use more than 
for show. By Haery Hibotee, Author of " Stable Talk and Table Talk." With Two Hates 
—One representing A pretty good eortfor moet purpose* i the other, * Rayther* a bad tort far 
any pwrpoee, Fcp. 8vo. Ss. half-bound. 

HARRY HIEOTER.-THE POCKET AND THE STUD ; 

Or, Practical Hints on the Management of the Stable. By Haeey Hibovbe, Author of 
" Stable-Talk and Table-Talk ; or, Spectacles for Young Sportsmen." Second Edition ; with 
Portrait of the Author on his fttvourite Horse Harlequin. Fcp. 8yo. 5s. half-bound. 



HARRY HIEOVER-STABLE TALK AND TABLE TALK; 



or, SPECTACLES fbr YOUNG SPORTSMEN. 
2 vols. 8vo. with Portrait, 24s. cloth. 



By Haery Hiboybe. New Edition. 



HAWKER.-INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUNG SPORTSMEN 

In all that rehites to Guns and Shooting. By Lieut.-Col. P. Hawkbe. New Edition, 
corrected, enlarged, and improved; with Eighty-flve Plates and Woodcuts by Adlardand 
Branston, ft-om Drawings by C. Yarley, Dickes, &c. 6vo. 21s. cloth. 

HAYDN.-THE BOOK OF DIGNITIES; OR, ROLLS OF THE 

OFFICIAL PERSONAGES of the BRITISH EMPIRE, from the EARLIEST PERIODS to the 
PRESENT TIME : comprising the Administrations of Great Britain ; the Offices of State, and 
all the Public Departments ; the Ecclesiastical Dignitaries ; the Functionaries of the Law ; the 
Commanders of the Army and Navy ; and the Hereditary Honours and other Distinctions 
conferred upon Families and Public Men. Being a New Edition, improved and continued, of 
BEATSON'S POLITICAL INDEX. By Josbph Haydn, Compiler of *<The Dictionary of 
Dates," and other Works. In One very large Volume, 8vo. [In the Spring, 

HEAD.-THE METAMORPHOSES OF APULEIUS : 

A Romance of the Second Century. Translated from the Latin by Sir Geo bob H bad. Author 
of" A Tour of Many Days in Rome ;*' Transhitor of " Historical Memoirs of Cardinal Pacca." 
Post 8vo. 12s. cloth. 



HEAD.-HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF CARDINAL PACCA, 

Prime Minister to Pius VII. Written by Himself. Translated from the Italian, by Sir Gboeoe 
Head, Author of " Rome ; a Tour of Many Days." 2 vols, post 8vo. 21s. cloth. 

SIR GEORGE HEAD.-ROME : 

A Tour of Many Days. By Sir Gboeoe Head. S vols. 8vo. 368. cloth. 

SIR JOHN HERSCHEL.-OUTLINES OF ASTRONOMY. 

By Sir John F. W. Heeschel, Bart. &c. &c. &c. New Edition ; with Plates and Wood En- 
gravings. 8vo. 18s. cloth. 
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MRS. HEY -THE MORAL OF FLOWERS; 

Or, Thoughts gathered from the Field and the Garden. By Mrs. Hey. Being a New Edition 
of " The Moral of Flowers ;" and consisting of Poetical Thoughts on Garden and Field 
Flowers, accompanied by Drawings beautifully coloured after Nature. Square crown 8vo. 
uniform in size with Vwmton's Seasom illustrated by the Etching Club, 318. cloth. 

MRS. HET.-SYLVAN MUSINGS ; 

Or, the Spirit of the Woods. By Mrs. Het. Being a New Edition of the "Spirit of the 
Woods ;" and consisting of Poetical Thoughts on Forest Trees, accompanied by Drawings of 
Blossoms and Foliage, beautifully coloured after Nature. Square crown 8yo. uniform in size 
with Thomeon*s Setuons illustrated by the Etching Club, 21s. cloth. 

HINTS ON ETIQUITTE AND THE USAGES OF SOCIETY: 

With a Glance at Bad Habits. By AyatySs. ** Manners make the man.*' New Edition, 
revised (with additions) by a Lady of Rank. Fcp. 8yo. 2s. 6d. cloth. 

HOARE.-A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE CULTIVATION 

OF THE GRAPE VINE ON OPEN WALLS. By Clement Hoabb. New Edition. 8yo. 
7s. 6d. cloth. 

LORD HOLLAND'S FOREIGN REMINISCENCES.-FOREIGN 

REMINISCENCES. By Henry Rich a.rd Lord Holland. Comprising Anecdotes, and an 
Account of such Persons and Political Intrigues in Foreign Countries as have fallen within 
his Lordship's observation. Edited by his Son, Henry Edward Lord Holland ; with 
Fac-simile. Post 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

HOOK.-THE LAST DAYS OF OUR LORD'S MINISTRY: 

A Course of Lectures on the principal Events of Passion Week. By Walter Farquhab 
Hook, D.D. Vicar of Leeds, Prebendary of Lincoln, and Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. 
New Edition. Fcp. Svo. 6s. cloth. 

HOOKER.-KEV GARDENS; 

Or, a Popular Guide to the Royal Botanic Gardens of Kew. By Sir William Jackson 
Hooker, K.H. D.C.L. F.R. A. & L.S. Sx. 9uu Director. New Edition. 16mo. with niiinerous 
Wood Engravings, 6d. sewed. 

HOOKER AND ARNOTT.-THE BRITISH FLORA; 

Comprising the Phsenogamous or Flowering Plants, and the Ferns. The Sixth Edition (1350), 
with Additions and Corrections; and numerous Figures illustrative of the Umbelliferous 
Plants, the Composite Plants, the Grasses, and the Ferns. By Sir W. J. Hooker, F.R.A. 
and L.S. &c., and G. A. Walker-Arnott, LL.D. F.L.S. and R.S. Ed. ; Regius Professor 
of Botany in the University of Glasgow. In One very thick Volume, 12mo. with 12 Plates, Us. 
cloth; or with the Plates coloured, price 21s. 

HORNE.-AN INTRODUCTION TO THE CRITICAL STUDY 

and KNOWLEDGE of the HOLY SCRIPTURES. By Thomas Hartwell Horne, B.D. 

of St. John's College, Cambridge ; Rector of the united Parishes of St. Edmund the Kipg 
and Martyr, and St. Nicholas Aeons, Lombard Street ; Prebendary of St. PauPs. New 
Edition, revised and corrected. 5 vols. Svo. with numerous Maps and Facsimiles of Biblical 
Manuscripts, 6Ss. cloth; or i^S, bound in calf. 

HORNE.- A COMPENDIOUS INTRODUCTION TO THE 

STUDY of the BIBLE. By Thomas Hartwell Hornb, B.D. of St. John's College, 
Cambridge. Being an Analysis of his "Introduction to the Critical Study and Know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures." New Edition, corrected and enlarged. 12mo. with Maps and 
other Engravings, 9s. boards. 

HOWITT.-THE CHILDREN'S YEAR. 

By Mart Howitt. With Four lUuatrations, engraved by John Absolon, from Original 
Designs by Anna Mart Howitt. Square l6mo. 58. cloth. 
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HOWITT.-THE BOY'S COUNTRY BOOK: 

Being the real Life of a Country Boy, written by himself; exhibiting all the Amiuements, 
Pleasures, and Purauits of Children in the Country. Edited by William Howitt. New 
Edition. Fcp. 8vo. with 40 Woodcuts, 6s. cloth. 

HOWITT.-THE RURAL LIFE OF ENGLAND. 

By William Howitt. New Edition, corrected and revised ; with Engravings on wood, by 
Bewick and Williams : uniform with Visits to Remarkable Places. Medium 8to. 21s. cloth. 

HOWITT.-VISITS TO REMARKABLE PLACES; 

Old Halls, Battle-Fields, and Scenes illustrative of Striking Passages in English History and 
Poetry. By William Howitt. New Edition ; with 40 Engravings on Wood. Medium 8vo. 
218. cloth. 
SECOND SERIES, chiefly in the Counties of NORTHUMBERLAND and DtJRHAM, with a 
Stroll along the BORDER. With upwards of 40 Engravings on Wood. Medium 8vo. 
218. cloth. 

HOWSON.-SUNDAY EVENING: 

Twelve Short Sermons for Family Reading. 1. The Presence of Christ ; 2. Inward and Out- 
ward Life; 3. The Threefold Warning; 4. Our Father's Business ; 5. Spiritual Murder ; 6. The 
Duty of Amiability ; 7. Honesty and Candour ; 8. St. t:*eter and Cornelius ; 9. The Midnight 
Traveller; 10. St. Andrew; 11. The Grave of Lazarus; 12. The Resurrection of the Body. 
By the Rev. J. S. Howson, M.A. Principal of the Collegiate Institution, Liverpool, and 
Chaplain to the Duke of Sutherland. Fcp. 8vo. 28. 6d. cloth. 

HOWSON AND CONYBEARE.-THE LIFE AND EPISTLES 

of SAINT PAUL. By the Rev. J. S. Howson, M.A., and the Rev. W. J. Conybbare, M.A. 
2 vols. 4to. very copiously illustrated by W. H. Barttlett. [See page 6. 

HUDSON.-THE EXECUTOR'S GUIDE. 

By J. C. Hudson, Esq. late of the Legacy Duty Office, London ; Author of* Plain Directions 
for Making Wills," and "The Parent's Hand-book." New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 68. cloth. ' 

HUDSON.-PLAIN DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING WILLS 

In Conformity with the Law, and particularly with reference to the Act 7 Will. 4 and 1 Vict, 
c. 26. To which i& added, a clear Exposition of the Law relating to the distribution of Per- 
sonal Estate in the case of Intestacy ; with two Forms of Wills, and much useful information, 
&c. By J. C. Hudson, Esq. New Edition, corrected. Fcp. 8vo. 2s. 6d. cloth. 
*»* These Two works may be had in One Volume, 78. cloth. 

HUMBOLDT.-ASPECTS OF NATURE 

In Different Lands and Different Climates ; with Scientific Elucidations. By Alexander Von 
Humboldt. Translated, with the Author's sanction and co-operation, and at his express 
desire, by Mrs. Sabinb. New Edition. 16mo. 6s. doth : or in 2 vols. Ss. 6d. each, cloth ; 
Half-a-Crown each, sewed. 

BARON HUMBOLDT'S COSMOS ; 

Or, a Sketch of a Phyiical Description of the Universe. Translated, with the Author's sanction 
and co-operation, under the superintendence of Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Sabinb, R.A. 
For. Sec R.Si New Edition. Vols. I. and II. l6mo. Half-a-Crown each, sewed ; 8s. 6d. each, 
cloth: or in post 8vo. 12s. each, cloth.— VoL HI. Pftrt I. post 8vo. 6s. cloth : or in 16mo. 2s. 6d. 
sewed ; 3s. 6d. cloth. 

HUMPHREYS.-SENTIMENTS & SIMILES OF SHAKSPE ARE : 

A Classified Selection of Similes, Definitions, Descriptions, and other remarkable Passages in 
Sliakspeare's Plays and Poems. With an elaborately illuminated border in the characteristic 
style of the Elizabethan Period, and other Embellishments. Bound in very massive carved 
and pierced covers containing in deep relief a medallion Head of Shakspeare. The Illumi- 
nations and Ornaments designed and executed by Henry Noel Humphreys, Illuminator of 
** A Record of the Black Prince," &c. Square post 8vo. [ \earl3f readg. 
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HUMPHREYS -A RECORD OF THE BLACK PRINCE; 

BeiBi^ a Selection of such Passage in his life as have been moat quaintly and strikingly nar- 
rated by the Chroniclers of the Period. Embellished with highly-wrought Miniatures and 
Borderings, selected from vsrions Illuminated MSS. referring to Events connected with 
English History. By Hbnrt Noel Humphbbts. Post 8to. in a richly carved and pierced 
binding, 21s. 

HUMPHREYS.-THE BOOK OF RUTH. 

From the Holy Scriptures. Embellished with brilliant coloured Borders, selected from some 
of the finest Illuminated MSS. in the British Museum, the Biblioth^ue Nationale, Paris, the 
Soane Museum, 9ui. ; and with highly-finished Miniatures. The Illuminations executed by 
Hburt Noel Humphreys. Square fcp. 8yo. in deeply embossed leather covers, 218. 

HUMPHREYS. - MAXIMS AND PRECEPTS OF THE 

SAVIOUR : being a Selection of the most beautifrd Christian Precepts contained in the 
Four Gospels. Illustrated by a series of Illuminations of original character, founded on 
the Passages— "Behold the Fowls of the Air," 9k., "Consider the Lilies of the Field," &c. 
TheDlnminations executed by Henbt Noel Humphebts. Squlure fcp. 8vo. 21s. richly 
bound in stamped calf; or SOs. in morocco by Hayday. 

HUMPHREYS.-THE MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR. 

With rich and appropriate Borders of original Design, a series of Illuminated Figures of the 
Apostles from the Old Masters, Six Illuminated Miniatures, and other Embellishments. The 
Illuminations executed by Henrt Noel Humphreys. Square fcp. 8vo. in massive carved 
covers, 21s. ; or bound in morocco by Hayday, SOs. 

HUMPHREYS.-PARABLES OF OUR LORD. 

Richly illuminated with appropriate Borders printed in Colours and in Black and Gold: 
with a Design from one of the early German Engravers. The Illuminations executed by 
Henry Noel Humphreys. Square fcp. 8vo. 21s. in a massive carved binding; or 30s. 
bound in morocco by Hayday. 

HUMPHREYS AND JONES.-THE, ILLUMINATED BOOKS 

OF THE MIDDLE AGES : A series of Fac-similM from the most beantifhl MSS. of the 
Middle Ages, printed in Gold, Silver, and Colours by Owen Jones ; selected and described 
by Henry Noel Humphreys. Elegantly bound in antique calf. Royal folio, j^lO. 10s. ; 
imperial folio (large paper), jf 16. 16s. 

HUNT.-RESEARCHES ON LIGHT : 

An Examination of all the Phenomena connected with the Chemical and Molecular Changes 
produced by the Influence of the Solar Rays: embracing all the known Photographic PnK 
cesses, and new Discoveries in the Art. By Robert Hunt, Keeper of Mining Records, 
Museum of Practical Geology. 8vo. with Plate and Woodcuts, 10s. 6d. cloth. 

MRS. JAMESON'S LEGENDS OF THE MONASTIC ORDERS, 

as represented in the Fme Arts. Containing St. Benedict and the Early Benedictines in 
Italy, France, Spain, and Flanders ; the Benedictines in England and in Germany ; the 
Reformed Benedictines ; early Royal Saints connected with the Benedictine Order ; the 
Augustines ; Orders derived from the Augustine Rule ; the Mendicant Orders ', the Jesuits ; 
and the Order of the Visitation of St. Mary. Forming the Second Series of Saered and 
Legendmry Art, With Eleven Etchings by the Author, and 84 Woodcuts. Square crown 8vo. 
28s. cloth. 

MRS. JAMESON'S SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART ; 

Or, Legends of the Saints and Martyrs. First Series. Containing Legends of the Angels 
and Archangels ; the Evangelists and Apostles ; the Greek and Latin Fathers ; the Magda- 
lene ; the Patron Saints; the Virgin Patronesses ; the Martyrs ; the Bishops ; the Hermita; 
and the Warrior-Saints of Christendom. Second Edition (1850), printed in One Volume for 
the convenience of Students and Travellers; with numerous Woodcuts, and Sixteen 
Etchings by the Author. Square crown 8vo. 28s. cloth. 
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MRS. JAMESON'S LEGENDS OF THE MADONNA, 

As represented in the Fine Arts. Formingtbe Third and coRc/ttdtn^ Series of Stored and 
Legendary Art. By Mrs. Jameson, Author of ** Characteristics of Women,'* &c. With 
Etchings by the Author, and Engravings on Wood. Square crown 8vo. [In the prese. 

JARDINE.-A TREATISE OF EQUIVOCATION; 

Wherein is largely discussed the question Whether a Catholicke or any other Person before a 
Magistrate, being demanded upon his Oath whether a Preiste were in such a place, may (not- 
withstanding hi? perfect knowledge to the contrary), without Peijury, and. securely in con- 
science, answer No : with this secret meaning reserved in his Mynde— That he was not there, 
so that any man is bounde to detect it. Edited from the Original Manuscript in the Bodleian 
Library, by David Jardine, of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister at Law ; Author of the 
*' Narrative of the Gunpowder Treason,*' prefixed to his edition of the " Criminal Tnals^* 

[In the preti. 

JEFFREY. - CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDINBURGH 

REVIEW. By Francis Jeffrey, late One of the Judges of the Court of Session in Scotland. 
Second Edition. 3 vols. 8vo. 43s. cloth. 

BISHOP JEREMY TAYLOR'S ENTIRE WORKS : 

With the Life by Bishop Heber. Revised and corrected by the Rev. Charles Page 
Eden, FeUow of Oriel CoUege, Oxford. Vols. II. IIL IV. V. VI. VII. and VIII. 8vo. lOs. 6d. 
each. 

*«* In course of publication, in Ten Volumes, price Half-a-Guinea each.— Vol. I. (the last 
in order of publication) will contain Bishop Heber*s Life of Jeremy Taylor, extended by the 
Editor.— Vol. IX. is in the preee. 

BISHOP JEREMY TAYLOR. -READINGS FOR EVERY DAY 

in LENT ; compiled ftrom the Writings of Bishop Jeremy Taylor. By the Author of " Amy 
Herbert,** "The Child's First History of Rome,** &c. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. cloth. 

JOHNSON.-THE FARMER'S ENCYCLOPJIDU, 

And Dictionary of Rural AlRiirs: embracing all the recent Discoveries in Agricultural Che- 
mistry ; adapted to the comprehension of unscientific readers. By Cuthbert W. Johnson, 
Esq. F.R.S. fiarrister-at-Law; Editor of the "Farmer's Almanack,** &c. 8vo. with Wood 
Engravings, £2, lOs. cloth. 

JOHNSON.-THE WISDOM OF THE RAMBLER, ADVEN- 

TURER, and IDLER: comprising a Selection of 110 of the best Essays. By Samuel 
Johnson, LL.D. Fcp. 8vo. 7s. cloth. 

JOHNSTON.-A NEW DICTIONARY OF GEOGRAPHY, 

Descriptive, Physical, Statistical, and Historical: forming a complete General Gazetteer of 
the World. By Alexander Keith Johnston, F.R.S.E. F.R.G.S. F.G.S. ; Geographer at 
Fxlinburgh in Ordinary to Her Majesty ; Author of " The Physical Atlas of Natural Phaeno- 
mena.'* In One very large Volume of 1,440 pages ; comprising nearly Fifty Thousand Names 
of Places. 8vo. 36s. cloth ; or strongly half-bound in russia, with flexible back, price 41s. 

KAY.-THE SOCIAL CONDITION AND EDUCATION OF 

the PEOPLE in ENGLAND and EUR' TE : shewing the Results of the Primary Schools and 
of the Division of Landed Property in Foreign Countries. By Joseph Kay, Esq. M.A. of 
Trinity College, Cambridge: Barrister-at-Law ; and late Travelling Bachelor of the University 
of Cambridge. 2 thick vols, post 8vo. 21s. cloth. 

KEMBLE.-THE SAXONS IN ENGLAND : 

a History of the English Commonwealth till the period of the Norman Conquest. By John 
Mitchell Kbmble, M.A., F.C.P.S., &c. 2 vols. 8vo. 268. cloth. 

KINDERSLEY.-THE VERY JOYOUS, PLEASANT, AND 

REFRESHING HISTORY of the Feats, Exploits, Triumphs, and Achievements of the Good 
Knight, without Fear and without Reproach, the gentle LORD DE BAYARD. Set forth in 
English by Edward Cockburn Kindbrsley, Esq. With Ornamental Headings, and 
Frontispiece by E. H. Wehnert. Square post 8vo. 9s. 6d. cloth. 
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KIRBY&SPENCE.-AN INTRODUCTION TO ENTOMOLOGY; 

Or, Elements of the Natural History of Insects : comprising an account of noxious and useful 
Insects, of their Metamorphoses, Food, Stratagems, Habitations, Societies, Motions, Noises, 
Hybernation, Instinct, &c. By W. Kirbt, M. A. F.R.S. & L.S. Rector of Barham •, and W. 
Spbncb. Esq. F.R.S. & L.S. New Edition. 2 vols. 8to. with Plates, 31s. 6d. cloth. 

LATNG.-OBSERVATIONS ON THE SOCIAL AND POLI- 

TICAL STATE of the EUROPEAN PEOPLE in 1848 and 1849 : being the Second Series of 
** Notes of aTraveller.'' By Samuel Laing, Esq. Author of " A Journal of a Residence in 
Norway," "A Tour in Sweden," the Translation of " The Heimskringla," and of " Notes of 
a Traveller on the Social and Political State of France, Prussia, &c." 8vo. 14s. cloth. 

LATHAM.-ON DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

Lectures on Subjects connected with Clinical Medicine; comprising Diseases of the Heart. 
By P. M. Latham, M. D., Physician Extraordinary to the Queen ; and Ute Physciian to St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital. New Edition.' 2 vols. 12mo. 16s. cloth. 

LEE.-ELEMENTS OF NATURAL HISTORY ; 

Or, First Principles of Zoology. For the use of Schools and Young Persons. Comprising 
the Principles of Classification interspersed with amusing and instructive original Accounts 
of the most remarkable Animals. By Mrs. R. Lee. New Edition, revised and enlarged, 
' with numerous additional Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. 7s. 6d. cloth. 

LEE.-TAXIDERMY; 

Or, the Art of Collecting, Preparing, and Mounting Objects of Natural History. For the 
use of Museums and Travellers. By Mrs. R. Leb. New Edition, improved ; with an account 
of a Visit to Walton Hall, and Mr. Waterton*s Method of Preserving Animals. Fcp. 8vo. 
with Woodcuts, 7s. cloth. 

L. E. L.-THE POETICAL WORKS OF LETITIA ELIZABETH 

LANDON ; comprising the IMPROVISATRICE, the VENETIAN BRACELET, the GOLDEN 
VIOLET, the TROUBADOUR, and other Poetical Remains. New Edition, uniform with 
.Moore's Songs, Ballads, and Sacred Songs; with 2 Vignettes by Richard Doyle. 2 vols. 
16mo. lOs. cloth ; morocco, 218. 

*»* Also, an Edition, in 4 vols. fcp. 8vo. with Illustrations by Howard, &c. 2as. cloth ; 
or j^2. 48. bound in morocco. 

LETTERS ON HAPPINESS, ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND. 

By the Authoress of " Letters to My Unknown Friends," " Twelve Years Ago, a Tale," 
" Some Passages from Modem History," and « Discipline." Fcp. 8vo. 68. cloth. 

LETTERS TO MY UNKNOWN FRIENDS. 

By A Lady, Authoress of " Letters on Happiness," "Twelve Years Ago," •* Discipline," and 
" !*ome Passages flrom Modern History." 3d Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

LINDLEY.-INTRODUCTION TO BOTANY. 

By J. LiNDLBY, Ph.D. F.RS. L.S. &c. Professor of Botany in University College, London. 
New Edition, with Corrections and copious Additions. 2 vols. 8vo. with Six Plates and 
numerous Woodcuts, 248. cloth. 

LINWOOD.-ANTHOLOGIA OXONIENSIS, 

Sive Florilegium e lusibus poeticis diversorum Oxoniensium Graecis et Latinis decerptum. 
Curante Gtjliblmo Linwood, M.A. JSdis Christi Alummo. 8vo. 14s. cloth. 

LORIMER.-LETTERS TO A YOUNG MASTER MARINER 

On some Subjects connected with his Calling. By the late Charles Lorimbb. New Edi- 
tion. Fcp. 8V0. 5s. 6d. cloth. 
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LOUDON.-THE AMATEUR GARDENER'S CALENDAR: 

Being a Monthly Guide as to what should be avoided, as well as what should be done, in a 
Gardeu in each Month : with plain Rules h4>w to do what is requisite ; Directions for Laying 
Out and Planting Kitchen and Flower Gardens, Pleasure Grounds, and Shrubberies ; and a 
short Account, in each Month, of the Quadrupeds, Birds, and Insects then most injurious to 
Gardens. By Mrs. Loudon. iGmo. with Wood Engravings, 78. 6d. cloth. 

LOUDON.-THE LADY'S COUNTRY COMPANION; 

Or, How to Enjoy a Country Life Rationally. By Mrs. Loudon, Author of " Gardening for 
Ladies," &c. New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. with Plate and Wood Engravings, 7s. 6d. cloth. 

LOUDON'S SELF-INSTRUCTION FOR YOUNG GARDENERS, 

Foresters, Bailiffs, Land Stewards, and Farmers; in Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Geometry, 
Mensuration, Practical Trigonometry, Mechanics, Land-Surveying, Levelling, Planning and 
Mapping, Architectural Drawing, and Isometrical Projection and Perspective ; with Examples 
shewing their applications to Horticulture and Agricultural Purposes. With a Portrait of 
Mr. Loudon, and a Memoir by Mrs. Loudon. 8vo. with Woodcuts, 7s. 6d. cloth. 

LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPJIDIA OF GARDENING; 

Comprising the Theory and Practice of Horticulture, Floriculture, Arboriculture, and Land- 
scape Gardening : including all the latest improvements ; a General History of Gardening in 
an Countries ; and a Statistical View of its Present State : with Suggestions for its Future 
Progress in the British Isles. Illustrated with many hundred Engravings on Wood by 
Branston. An entirely New Edition (1950), corrected throughout and considerably improved 
by Mrs. Loudon. In One large Volume, 8vo. fiOs. cloth. 

LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPJIDIA OF TREES AND SHRUBS: 

being the Arboretum et FnUieetum ^ritannicum abridged : containing the Hardy Trees 
and Shrubs of Great Britain, Native and Foreign, Scientifically and Popularly Described ; 
with their Propagation, Culture, and Uses in the Arts ; and with Engravings of nearly all 
the Species. Adapted for the use of Nurserymen, Gardeners, and Foresters. 8vo. with 
2,000 Engravings on Wood, ^2. IDs. cloth. 

LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPJIDIA OF AGRICULTURE: 

Comprising the Theory and Practice of the Valuation, Transfer, Laying-out, Improvement, 
and Management of Landed Property, and of the Cultivation and Economy of the Animal and 
Vegetable productions of Agriculture : including all the hitest 1 m provements, a general History 
of Agriculture in all Countries, a Statistical View of its present State, with Suggestions for 
its future progress m the British Isles. New Edition ; with upwards of 1,100 Engravings on 
Wood. In One large Volume, 8vo. je2. lOs. cloth. 



LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPJIDIA OF PLANTS: 

Including all the Plants which are now found in, or have been introduced in to, Great Britain ; 
giving their Natural History, accompanied by such descriptions, engraved figures, and 
elementary details, as may enable a beginner, who is a mere English reader, to discover the 
name of every Plant which he may find in flower, and acquire all the information respecting 
it which is useful and interesting. The Specific Characters by an Eminent Botanist; the 
Drawings by J. D. C. Sowerby. New Edition with Supplement, and new General Index. 
8vo. with nearly 10,000 Wood Engravings, ^3. 13s. 6d. cloth. 

LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPJlDLi OF COTTAGE, FARM, AND 

VILLA ARCHITECTURE and FURNITURE ; containing numerous Designs, from the Villa 
to the Cottage and the Farm, including Farm Houses, Farmeries, and other Agricultural 
Buildings ; Country Inns, Public Houses, and Parochial Schools; with the requisite Fittings- 
up, Fixtures, and Furniture, and appropriate Offices, Gardens, and Garden Scenery: each 
Design accompanied by Analytical and Critical Remarks. New Edition, edited by Mrs. 
Loudon. 8vo. with more than 2,000 Engravings on Wood, £S, Ss. cloth. 

D 
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LOUDON'S HORTUS BRITAXNICUS; 

Or, OUtosne of all the PlanU indi^enoiu to, cnttnrated in, or intiodiioed into Britain. An 
entirriy New Edition (1850), corrected throo^iioat : with aSopplaDCBt, inctedinpail theNeir 
PlaiitodowBtoMarcb,18S0; and a New General Index to the whole Woik. EditedbyMrm. 
houDOM i aaaitfed by W. H. Baxteb, Eaq., and Datid Woostkb. 8fO. 31a. 6d. dodu 

SUPPLEMENT TO LOUDON'S HORTUS BRITANNICUS; 

Inclodinif sll the Plants introdnced into Britain, all the newly-discorered Britiah Spedes, 
and all the kinds originated in British Gardens, np to March 1850. With a New General 
Index to the whole Work, inclndinj^ the Snpplement. Prepared by W. H. Baxtsb, Esq. ; 
assisted by D, Woostkb, nnder the direction of Mrm. Loudom . 8ro. 14s. doth. 



LOW -ELEMENTS OF PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE; 

Comprehending: the CaltiTStion of Plants, the Husbandry of the Domestic Animals, and the 
Economy of the Farm. By D. Low, Esq. F.ILS.E. New Edition, with Alterations and Addi- 
tions, and an entirely new set or abore 900 Woodcuts. 8to. 31s. cloth. 



' LOW.-ON LANDED PROPERTY, 

And the ECONOMY of ESTATES; comprehending the ReUtion of Landlord and Tenant, 
and the Prindples and Forms of Leases ; Farm-Buildings, Enclosures, Drains, Embank- 
ments, and other Rural Works; Minerals; and Woods. By Datid Low, Esq. F.^-S-B. 
8ro. with numerous Wood Engravings, 21s. cloth. 

MACAULAY.-THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND FROM THE 

ACCESSION . OF JAMES II. By Thomas Babinoton Macaulat. New Edition. 
Vols. 1. and II. 8vo. 82s. ctotb. 

MACAULAY -CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL ESSAYS CON- 

TRIBUTED to The EDINBURGH REVIEW. By. Thomas Babington Macaulat. 
New Edition, complete in One Volume ; with Portrait by £. U. Eddis, engraved in line by 
W. Greatbach, and Vignette. Square crown 8vo. 2is. cloth ; SOs. calf extra by Hayday.— Or 
in 8 vols.' 8ro. 8As. cloth. 

MACAULAY -LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME. 

With " Ivry" and " The Armada." By Thomas Babington Macaulat. New Edition. 
16mo. 48. 6d. cloth ; or lOs. 6d. bound in morocco by Hayday. 

MR. MACAULAY'S LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME. 

With numerous Illustrations, Original and from the Antique, drawn on Wood by George 
Scharf, Jun. and engraved by Samuel Williams. New Edition. Fcp. 4to. 21s. boards ; 
or 428. bound in morocco by Hayday. 



By the late Diana Louisa Mac- 



MACDONALD.-VILLA VEROCCHIO; 

or, the YOUTH of LEONARDO DA VINCI: a Tale. 

DONALD. Fcp. BVO. 6s. Cloth. 

" An tiflVMlingljr agroeable ^ olume, ftill of feeling and inteiest." Exajcinsk. 

" In thin ifioMt ))lcMing of hietorirttee we have an episode from the life of one who carred out for himself the 
IttKhvst place amona the great master minds of bis age.... The scenery of the locality [the Val d'Arno and Pirenze], 
%\t¥ munnft* of thv day, the characters of tlie great men of that age, and the affections of the best of the world's race, 
whioli go far to O'lisole ns for our sad lot here below, are sketched with a facility, a correctness, and a delicacy, that 
fall not of carrying the reader, without a moment's stop, from tlie firbt to the last sentence of this little volume." 

Britammia. 

MACKINTOSII.-SIR JAMES MACKINTOSHES MISCELLA- 
NEOUS WORKS i including his Contributions to The EDINBURGH REVIEW. A New 
Edition (1651 )» complete in One Volume; with Portrait engraved inline by W. Greatbach, 
and Vignette. Square crown 8vo. 21 s. cloth ; or 308. calf extra by Hayday. 
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M'CULLOCH.-A DICTIONARY, PRACTICAL, THEORETI- 
CAL, AND HISTORICAL, OF COMMERCE AND COMMERCIAL NAVIGATION. Illus- 
trated with Maps and Plans. By J. R. M^Culloch, Esq. New Edition, (1850), corrected, 
enlarged, and improved ; with a Supplement. 8vo. 508. cloth ; or 558. half bound in russia. 

\* The Supplement to the last Edition, published in 1849, may be had separately, price 
4s. 6d. sewed. 

M*CULLOCH.-A DICTIONARY, GEOGRAPHICAL, STATIS- 

TICAL, AND HISTORICAL, of the various Countries, Places, and Principal Natural Objects 
in the WORLD. By J. R. M'Culloch, Esq. Illustrated with 6 large Maps. New Edition 
(1850-1851), corrected, and in part re-written ; with a Supplement. 2 thick vols. 6vo. 638. 
cloth. 

M'CULLOCH -AN ACCOUNT, DESCRIPTIVE AND STATIS- 

TICAL, of the BRITISH EMPIRE ; exhibiting its Extent, Physical Capacities, Population, 
Industry, and Civil and Religious Institutions. By J. R. M'Culloch, Esq. New Edition, 
corrected, enlaiged, and greatly improved. 2 thick vols. 8vo. 428. cloth. 

M'CULLOCH. -A TREATISE ON THE PRINCIPLES AND 

PRACmCAL INFLUENCE of TAXATION and the FUNDING SYSTEM. By J. R, 
M'CuLLOCH, Esq. 8vo. lOs. cloth. 

MAITLAND.-THE CHURCH IN THE CATACOMBS : 

A Description of the Primitive Church of Rome. Illustrated by its Sepulchral Remains. By 
Charles Maitland. New Edition, corrected. 8vo. with numerous Wood Engravings, 
148. cloth. 

MARCET -CONVERSATIONS ON CHEMISTRY; 

In which the Elements of that Science are fomiliarly Explained and Illustrated by Experiments. 
By Jane Mabcet. New Edition, enlarged and improved. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 148. cloth. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON NATURAL PHILOSOPHY; 

In which the Elements of that Science are familiarly explained. By Jane Mabcet. New 
Edition, enlarged and corrected. Fcp. 8vo. with 23 Plates, 10s. 6d. cloth. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON POLITICAL ECONOMY; 

In which the Elements of that Science are familiarly explained. By Jane Marcet. New 
Edition revised and enlarged. Fcp. 8vo. 78. 6d. cloth. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON VEGETABLE PHYSIO- 

LOGY; comprehending the Elements of Botany, with their application to Agriculture. 
By Jane Mabcet. New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. with 4 Plates, 9s. cloth. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON LAND AND WATER. 

By Jane Marcet. New Edition, revised and corrected. With a coloured Map, shewing 
the comparative altitude of Mountains. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. 6d. cloth. 

''This work consists of desultory ConTersatioas -with a family of children from six to ten years of *fie, in which 
the author has endeavoured to mini^le information with amusement, and to teach the youtiiful student of geography 
that there are other matters connected with land and water quite as interesting as the names and situations of the 
different partfl of the earth. Two new Conversations have been added to this edition, containing the < Adventures of 
a Drop of Water.' " Prbfacb. 

MARRYAT.-MASTERMAN READY; 

Or, the Wreck of the Pacific. Written for Young People. By Captain F. Mabbyat, C.B. 
Author of " Peter Simple," &c. 3 vols. fcp. 8vo. with Wood Engravings, 228. 6d. cloth. 

MA.RRYAT.-THE MISSION; 

ur, Scenes in Africa. Written for Young People. By Captain "F. Mabbyat, C.B. Author of 
** Masterman Ready," &c. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 128. cloth. 



MARRYAT.-THE PRIVATEER'S-MAN ONE HUNDRED 



YEARS AGO. By Captain F. Maeetat, C.B. Aarbor of 
fcp. 8vo. 121. doth. 



' Maaterman Ready," &c. Svola. 



MARRYAT.-THE SETTLERS IN CANADA. 

Written for Yonn; People. By Captain F. Ma ebyat, C.B. Author of " M astennan Ready/* 

&c. New Edition. Fcp. 8to. with 2 Illostrationa, 7s. 6d. cloth. 

MAUNDER.-THE BIOGRAPHICAL- TREASURY; 

ContiBting: of Memoirs, Sketches, and brief Notices of above 12,000 Eminent Persona of all Age, 
and Nations, from the Earliest Period of History ; forming a new and complete Dictionary 
of Universal Biography. By Sam del Maunder. A New and carefally-revised Edition 
(1851) ; corrected throoi^bout, and brought down to the Present Time, by the introduction of 
namerous additional lives. Fcp. 8vo. 10s. cloth ; bound in roan. 12s. 

MAUNDER.-THE TREASURY OF HISTORY; 

Comprising a General Introdnctory Oatline of Universal History, Ancient and Modem, and a 
Series of separate Histories of every principal Nation that exists; their Rise, Progress, and 
Present Condition, the Moral and Social Character of their respective inhabitants, their 
Religion, Manners, and Castoms, &c. By Samuel Maundbb. New Edition. Fcp.870.lOa. 
cloth; bound in roan, 12s. 

MAUNDER.-THE SCIENTIFIC & LITERARY TREASURY; 

A new and popular Encyclopedia of Science and the Belles-Lettres ; including all Brandies of 
Science, and every Subject connected with Literature and Art. The whole written in a ftmiliar 
style, adapted to the comprehension of all persons desirous of acquiring information on the 
subjects comprised in the work, and also adapted for a Manual of convenient Reference to the 
more instructed. By S. Maundbb. New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. lOs. cloth; bound in roan. 19k. 

MAUNDER.-THE TREASURY OF NATURAL HISTORY; 

Or, a Popuhu- Dictionary of Animated Nature : ra which the Zoological Characteriatics that 
distinguish the difTerenf Classes, Genera, and Species are combined with a variety of interest- 
ing Information illustrative of the Habits, Instincts and General Economy of the Animal 
Kingdom. To which are added, a Syllabus of Practical Taxidermy, and a Gloasarial 
Appendix. Embellished with 900 accurate Engravings on Wood, tnm Drawings made 
expressly for this work. By Samubl Maundbb. New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. lOa. doth, 
bound in roan, I2s. 

MAUNDER.-THE TREASURY OF KNOWLEDGE, 

And LIBRARY of REFERENCE. Comprising an English Grammar; Tables of Bngliah 
Verbal Distinctions ; Proverbs, Terms, and Phrases, in Latin, Spanish, French, and Italian, 
translated; New and EnUirged English Dictionary; Directions for Pronunciation; New 
Universal Gazetteer; Tables of Population and Statistics; List of Cities, Boroughs, and 
Market Towns in the United Kingdom ; Regulations of the General Post Office; last of Foreign 
Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral Productions ; Compendious Ckissical Dictionary ; Scripture 
Proper Names accented, and Christian Names of Men and Women : with Latin M«rim« 
translated ; List of Abbreviations ; Chronology and History; compendious Law Dictionary ; 
Abstract of Tax Acts ; Interest and other Tables ; Forms of Epistolary Address ; Tables of 
Precedency ; Synopsis of the British Peerage ; and Tables of Numl>er, Money, Weights, and 
Measures. By Samuel M a undbb. 18th Edition, revised throughout, and greatly enlarged. 
Fcp. 8vo. 10s. cloth ; bound in roan, 12s. 

MEMOIRS OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF GREAT 

BRITAIN, and of the Museum of Economic Geology in London. Pnblished by order of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Mi^esty's Treasury. Royal 8vo. with Woodcuts and 9 lane 
Plates (seven coloured), 21s. cloth ; and Vol. II. in Two thick Parts, with 63 PUtes (three 

coloured), and numerous Woodcuts, 42s. cloth, or, separately, 21s. each Part ^Also, 

BRITISH ORGANIC REMAINS ; consisting of Plates of Figures engraved on Sted, with 
descriptive Letterpress, and forming a portion of the Memoirs of the Geological Survey. 
Decades I. to III. royal 8vo. 2s. 6d. each ; or, royal 4to. 48. 6d. each, sewed. 
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MERIVALE.-A HISTORY OP THE ROMANS UNDER 

THE EMPIRE. By the Rev. Cmarlbr Mbbiyali, l«te Fellow and Tutor of St John's 
Ck»Ile((e, Cambridge. Vols. I. and II. 8vo. 28s. 

JAMES MONTGOMERY'S POETICAL WORKS. 

With some additional Poems, and the Author's Aatobiographical Prefiuses. A New Bditkni, 
complete in One Volume, uniform with Southey's "The Doctor &c." and << Commonplace 
Book ;" with Portrait and Vifrnette. Square crown 8yo. lOs. 6d. cloth ; morocco, 2ls.~Or, 
in 4 vols. fcp. Sto. with Portrait, and Seven other Plates, 908. cloth ; morocco, 86s. 

MOORE-HEALTH, DISEASE, AND REMEDY, 

Familiarly and practically considered in a few of their relations to the Blood. By Gboro 
MooBB, M.D. Member of the Royal College of Physicians. Post 8vo. 7s. 6d. cloth. 

MOORE-MAN AND HIS MOTIVES. 

By Geobob Moorb, M.D., Member of the Royal College of Physicians. New Edition. 
Post 8vo. 88. cloth. 

MOORE.-THE POWER OF THE SOUL OYER THE BODY, 

Considered in relation to Health and Morals. By Geobgb Moobb, M.D. Member of the 
Royal College of Physicians. New Edition. Post 8vo. 78. 6d. cloth. 

MOORE.-THE USE OF THE BODY IN RELATION TO THE 

MIND. By Gborob Moobb, M.D. Member of the Royal College of Physicians. New 
Edition. Post 8vo. 9s. cloth. 

THOMAS MOORE'S POETICAL WORKS; 

Containing the Author's recent Introduction and Notes. Complete in One Volume, uniform 
with Lord Byron's and Southey's Po^ns. With a Portrait by George Richmond, engraved 
in line, and a View of Sloperton Cottage. Medium 8vo. 21s. cloth ; morocco by Hayday, 428. 
—Or, in 10 vols. fcp. 8vo. with Portrait, and 19 Plates, ^62, lOs. cloth; morocco, j^4. lOs. 

MOORE.-SONGS, BALLADS, AND SACRED SONGS. 

By Thomas Moobb, Author of ** Lalia Rookh," ** Irish Melodies/* &c. First collected 
Edition, uniform with the smaller Edition of Mr. Macaulay's Laya o/Andent Jtomei with 
Vignette by R. Doyle. 16mo. 58. cloth ; 12s. 6d. smooth morocco, by Hayday. 

MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES. 

New Edition, uniform with the smaller Edition of Mr. Macaulay's Laffs qf AndeiU 
Borne. With the Autobiographical Preface from the Collective Edition of Mr. Moore's 
Poetical Works, and a Vignette Title by D. Maclise, R.A. 16mo. 5s. cloth ; 12s. 6d. smooth 
morocco, by Hayday.— Or, in fcp. 8vo. 10s. cloth ; bound in morocco, 18s. 6d. 

MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES. 

niujitrated by D. Maclise, R.A. Imperial 8vo. with 161 Steel Plates, j^. Sa. boards; or 
£4, 148. 6d. bound in morocco by Hayday. Proof Impressions (only 200 copies printed, of 
which a very few now remain), i^. 6s. Ixmrds. 

MOORE'S LALLA ROOKH: AN ORIENTAL ROMANCE. 

New Edition, uniform with the smaller Edition of Mr. Macaulay's Lay« of Ancient Borne. 
With the Autobiographical Prefice froip the Collective Edition of Mr. Moore's Poetical 
Works, and a Vignette Title by D. Maclise, R.A. 16mo. 5s. cloth ; 12s. 6d. smooth morocco, 
by Hayday.— Or, in fcp. 8vo. with Four Engravings fh>m Paintings by Westall, lOs. 6d. cloth ; 
bound in morocco, 14s. 

MOORE'S LALLA ROOKH : AN ORIENTAL ROMANCE. 

With 13 Plates f^om Designs by Corbould, Meadows, and Stephanoff, engraved under the 
superintendence of Mr. Charles Heath. Royal 8vo. 21s. cloth; morocco, 358; or, with India 
Proof Plates, 428. cloth. 

MORELL.-THE PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION. 

By J. D. Morell, M.A. Author of an Historical and Critical View of ike SpeeulaHot PhUo^ 
eophy of Europe in the Nineteenth Century, 8vo. 12s. cloth. 
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MOSELEY.-THE MECHANICAL PRINCIPLES OF Engi- 
neering AND ARCHITECTURE. By the Rev. H. Mosblby, M.A. F.R.S., Professor of 
Natural Philosophy and Astronomy in King's College, London. 8vo. with Woodcuts and 
Diagrams, 34s. cloth. 

MOSELEY.-ILLTJSTRATIONS OF PRACTICAL MECHANICS. 

By the Rev. H. Mosblby, M.A., Professor of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy in King's 
College, London. New Edition. Fcp. Svo. with numerous Woodcuts, 8s. cloth. 

MOSHEIM'S ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, 

Ancient and Modem. Translated, with copious Notes, by Jambs Murdock, D.D. New 
Edition, revised, and continued to the Present Time, by the Rev. Hbnry Soambs, M.A. 
4 vols. 8vo. 48s. cloth. 

MOUNT SAINT LAWRENCE. 

By the Author of " Mary the Star of the Sea." 2 vols, post 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

MURE.-A CRITICAL HISTORY OF THE LANGUAGE AND 

LITERATURE OF ANCIENT GREECE. By William Mubb, M.P., of CaldwelL 3 vols. 
8vo. 36b. cloth. 

MURRAY.-ENCYCLOPJIDIA OF GEOGRAPHY; 

Comprising a complete Description of the Earth : exhibiting its Relation to the Heavenly 
Bodies, its Physical Structure, the Natural History of each Country, and the Industry, Com- 
merce, Political Institutions, and Civil and Social State of all Nations. By Hugh Murray, 
F.R.S.E. : assisted by other Writera of eminence. Second Edition. Svo. with 82 Maps, and 
upwards of 1,000 other Woodcuts, jfi^, doth. 

NEALE.-THE EARTHLY RESTING PLACES OF THE JUST. 

By the Rev. Erskinb Nbalb, M.A., Rector of Kirton, Suffolk; Author of <<The Closing 
Scene,*' &c. With Wood Engravings. Fcp. 8vo. 7s. doth. 

NEALE.-THE CLOSING SCENE ; 

Or, Christianity and Infidelity contrasted in the Last Houn of Remarkable Persons. By the 
Rev. Erskinb Nbalb, M.A., Rector of Kirton, Suffolk; Author of << The Earthly Resting- 
places of the Just,'* &c. New Editions of the Pint and Second Series. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 12s. 
cloth ; or separately, 6s. each. 

NEWMAN.-DISCOURSES ADDRESSED TO MIXED CON- 

GREGATIONS. By John Hbnry Nbwman, Priest of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri. 
Second Edition. Svo. 12s. doth. 

OWEN JONES.-WINGED THOUGHTS : 

A Series of Poems. By Mary Anns Bacon. With Illustrations of Birds, designed by 
E. L. Bateman, and execated in Illuminated Printing by Owen Jones. Uniform with Flowen 
and their Kindred Thoughtt and Fruits from the Gardek and the Field, Imperial 8vo. 31s. 6d. 
elegantly bound in calf. 

OWEN JONES. - FLOWERS AND THEIR KINDRED 

THOUGHTS: A Series of Stanzas. By Mary Anns Bacon, Authoress of "Winged 
Thoughts." With beautiful Illustrations of Flowera, designed aud printed in Coloura by 
Owen Jones. Uniform with Fruite firotn the Garden and the Field, Imperial 8vo. 31s. 6d. 
elegantly bound in calf. 

OWEN JONES.-FRUITS FROM THE GARDEN AND THE 

FIELD. A Series of Stanzas. By Mary Anne Bacon, Authoress of ** Winged Thoughts." 
With beautiful Illustrations of Fruit, designed and printed in Colours by Owen Jones. Uni- 
form with Floioers and their Kindred Thoughts. Imperial Svo. 31s. 6d. elegantly bound in 
calf. 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF GRAFS 

ELEGY. Gray*s Elegy, written in a Country Churchyard. Illuminated, in the 
Missal Style, byOwsN Jonrs, Architect. Imperial 8vo. 31s. 6d. elegantly bound. 
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OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF THE SERMON 

ON THE MOUNT. The Sermon on the Mount. Printed in Gold and ColourB, in the 
Missal Style ; with Ornamental Borders by Owen Jones, and an Illuminated Frontispiece 
by W. BoxALL. New Edition. Square fcp. Svo. in rich silk covers, 21s. } or bound in morocco 
by Hayday, S5s. 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF THE MAR- 

RIAGE SERVICE. The Form of Solemnisation of Matrimony. From The Book 
of Common Prayer, Illuminated, in the Missal Style, by Owen Jones. Square 18mo. 218. 
eleg^antly bound in white calf. 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF THE 

PREACHER. The Words of the Preacher, Son of David, King of Jerusalem. From the Holy 
Scriptures. Being the Twelve Chapters of the Book of Ecclesiastes, elegantly Illuminated, in 
the Missal Style, by Owen Jones- Imperial Svo. in very massive carved covers, 42s. ; or, 
handsomely bound in calf, 31s. 6d. 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF SOLOMON'S 

SONG. The Sono of Sonos, which is SolOmon's. From the Holy Scriptures. Being 
the Six Chapters of the Book of the Song of Solomon, richly Illuminated, in the Missal Style, 
by Owen Jones. Elegantly bound in relievo leather. Imperial l6mo. 21s. 

OWEN JONES'S TRANSLATION OF D'AGINCOURT'S HIS- 

TORY OF ART. The History of Art, by its Monuments, from its Decline fn the 
Fourth Century to its Restoration in the Sixteenth. Translated from the French of Seroux 
D'AoiNCOURT, by Owen Jones, Architect. In 8,335 Subjects, engraved on 328 Plates. 
VoL I. Architecture, 73 Plates ; Vol. II. Sculpture. 51 Plates; Vol. III. Painting, 201 Plates. 
S vols, royal folio, £5, 5s. sewed. 

OWEN. -LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY 

and PHYSIOLOGY of the INVERTEBRATE ANIMALS, delivered at the Royal College 
of Surgeons in 1843. By Richard Owen, F.R.S. Hunterian Professor to the College. New 
Edition, corrected. Svo. with very numerous Wood Engravings. [Nearly ready, 

OWEN -LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY 

and PHYSIOLOGY of the VERTEBRATE ANIMALS, deUvered at the Royal CoUege of 
Surgeons in 1844 And 1846. By Richard Owen, F.R.S. Hunterian Professor to the College. 
In 2 vols. Vol. I. Svo. with numerous Woodcuts« 148. cloth. 

PALEY'S EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY: 

And Hone Paulinse. A New Edition, with Notes, an Analysis, and a Selection of Papers horn. 
the Senate-House and College Examination Papers. Designed for the Use of Students in the 
University. By Robert Potts, M.A. Trinity College, Cambridge. Svo. 10s. 6d. cloth. 

PASCAL'S ENTIRE WORKS, TRANSLATED BY PEARCE. 

The COMPLETE WORKS of BLAISE PASCAL : With M. Villemain's Essay on Pascal con- 
sidered as a Writer and Moralist prefixed to the Provinciai Letters ; and the Miscellaneous 
Writings, Thoughts on Religion, and Evidences of Christianity re-arranged, with large 
Additions, flrom the French Edition of Mods. P. Faug^e. Newly Translated ft>om the French, 
with Memoir, Introductions to the various Works, Editorial Notes, and Appendices, by 
George Pea rob, Esq. 3 vols, post Svo. with Portrait, 25s. 6d. cloth. 

*«* The Three Volumes may be had separately, as follows:— 

Vol. I.-PASCAL'S PROVINCIAL LETTERS: with M. Villemain's Essay on Pascal pre- 
fixed, and a new Memoir. Post Svo. Portrait, 8s. 6d. 

Vol. II.-PASCAL'S THOUGHTS on RELIGION and EVIDENCES of CHRISTIANITY, 
with Additions, from Original MSS. : from M. Faug^re*s Edition. Post Svo. 8s. 6d. 

Vol. III.-PASCAL*S MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS, Correspondence, Detached Thoughts, 
&c. : from M. Faug^re's Edition. Post Svo. 8s. 6d. 
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PEREIRA.-A TREATISE ON FOOD AND DIET: 

With Obwrvations on the Dietetical Befpraen suited for Disordered States of the Digestive 
Organs; and an Account of the Dietaries of some of the principal Metropolitan and other 
Bstablishments for Paupers, Lunatics, Criminals, Children, the Sick, &c. By Jon . Pbkbi ea, 
M.D. F.R.S. & L.S. Author of ** Elements of Materia Medica." 8to. 16s. cloth. 

PESCHEL.-ELEMENTS OF PHYSICS. 

By C. F. Pbschbl, Principal of the Royal Military College, Dresden. Translated from the 
Gennan, with Notes, by B. Wbst. 3 vols. fcp. 8vo. with Diagrams and Woodcuts, 21s. cloth. 

(Ptttl. The Physics of Ponderable Bodies. Fcp. 9vo, 7s. 6d. cloth. 
Fart 9. Imponderable Bodies (Light, Heat, Magnetism, Electricity, and Electro- 
Dynamics). 2 vols. fcp. 8to. 13s. 6d. cloth. 

PHILLIPS -AN ELEMENTARY INTRODUCTION TO MINE- 

RALOGT; comprising a Notice of the Characters, Properties, and Chemical Constitution of 
Minerals: with Accounts of the Places and Circumstances in which they are found. By 
WiiJ.iAif Phillips, F.L.S.M.6.S. &c. A New Edition, corrected, enlarged, and improved, 
by H. J. Brookb, F.R.S. ; and W. H. Hillbb, M.A., F.R.S.. Professor of Mineralogy in 
the Unirersitr of Cambridge. Pdst 8to. with iinmerous Wood Engravings. [In the press, 

PHILLIPS-FIGURES AND DESCRIPTIONS OF THE 

PALEOZOIC FOSSILS of CORNWALL, DEVON, and WEST SOMERSET; observed in 
the course of the OfdnanceGeological Survey of that District. By John P^iillips, F.R.S. 
F.O.S. &c. Published by Order of the Lords Commissioners of H Jd. Treasury. 8vo. with 
fiO Plates* conprisiiig very numerous iigores* 9e. doth. 

PORTLOCK-REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF THE COUNTY 

Of LONDONDERRY, and of Parts of Tyrone and Fermanagh, examined and described nnder 
the Authority of the Master-General and Board of Ordnance. By J. E. Portlock, F.R.S 
Ikc 8vo. with 48 Plates, 24S. cloth. 

POWER.-SKETOHES IN NEW ZEALAND, 

wiA Fen and PencQ. By W. Tckohb Powbb, D.A.C.6. From a Journal kept in that 
Country, from July 1846 to June 1848. With 8 Plates and 2 Woodcuts, from Drawings made 
on the spot. Post 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

PULMAN.-THE VADE-MECUM OF FLY-FISHING FOR 

TROUT : being a complete Practical Treatise on that Branch of the Art of Angling ; with plain 
and copious Instructions for the Manufacture of Artificial Flies. By G. P. R. Pu lm an, Author 
of "The Book of the Axe." Third Edition, re-written and greatly enlarged ; with several 
Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. 6s. doth. 

PYCROFT.-A COURSE OF ENGLISH READING, 

Adapted to every Taste and Capacity : with Literary Anecdotes. By the Rev. Jambs 
Fycboft, BJi. Author of "The Collegian's Guide, &c.*' New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 58. cloth. 

DR. REECE'S MEDICAL GUIDE ; 

For the Use of the Clergy, Heads of Families, Schools, and Junior Medical Practitioners; 
comprising a complete Modem Dispensatory, and a Practical Treatise on the distinguishing 
Symptoms, Causes, Prevention, Cure, and Palliation of the Diseases incident to the Human 
Frame. With the latest Discoveries in the different departmenta of the Healing Art, Materia 
Medica, &c. Seventeenth Edition (1850), with considerable Additions ; revised and corrected 
by the Author's Son, Dr. Hkn rt Bibce, M.R.C.S. &c. 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

RICH.-THE ILLUSTRATED COMPANION TO THE LATIN 

DICTIONABT AND GREEK LEXICON : forming a Glossary of all the Words repiesenting 
Visible Objects connected with the Arts, Manufactures, and Every-day life of the Ancients. 
With Representations of nearly Two Thousand Objects from the Antique. By Anthont 
Rich, Jnn. &A. late of Caios College, Cambridge. Post 8vo. with about 2,000 Woodcuts, 
31s. cloth. 
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RICHARDSON -NARRATIVE OF AN OVERLAND JOURNEY 

in SEARCH of the DISCOVERY SHIPS under SIR JOHN FRANKLIN, iu the YEARS 1847, 
1848, and 1849. By Sir JoHxN Richardson, M.D., F.R.S., &c., Inspector of Hospitals. Pub- 
lished by Authority of the Admiralty. 2 vols. 8vo. with Maps and Plans. [In the press, 

RIDDLE.-A COPIOUS AND CRITICAL LATIN-ENGLISH 

LEXICON, founded on the German-Latin Dictionaries of Dr. William Freund. By the Rev. 
J. E. Riddle, M.A. of St. F^mund's Hall, Oxford. Uniform with Yonge's English Greek 
Lexicon, New Edition. Post 4to. ^2. 10s. cloth. 

RIDDLE -A COMPLETE LATIN-ENGLISH AND ENGLISH- 

LATIN DICTIONARY, for the use of Colleges and Schools. By the Rev. J. E. Riddlb, Al.A. 
of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford. New Edition, revised and corrected. 8vo. 3l8. 6d. cloth. 
Separately J ''^^ Eng^lish-Latin Dictionary, lOs. 6d. cloth. 
< The Latin-En jflish Dictionary, 21 a. cloth . 

RIDDLE. -A DIAMOND LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 

For the Waistcoat-pocket. A Guide to the Meaning, Quality, and right Accentuation of Latin 
Claasical Words. By the Rev. J. E. Riddlb, M.A. New Edition. Royal 32mo. 48. bound. 

RIVERS -THE ROSE AMATEUR'S GUIDE; 

Containing ample Description* of all the fine leading varieties of Roses, regularly classed in 
their respective Families ; theii- History and mode of Culture. By T. Rivers, Jun. New 
Edition, corrected and improved. Fcp. 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

ROBINSON'S LEXICON TO THE GREEK TESTAMENT, 

A GREEK and ENGLISH LEXICON of the NEW TESTAMENT. By Edward Robinson 
D.D., LL.D., Professor of Biblical Literature in the Union Theological Seminary, New Yor < • 
Author ot " Biblical Researches in Palestine,'* &c. A New Edition (1850), revised, and in 
great part re-written. In One hirge Volume, 8vo. 188. cloth. 

ROGERS. -ESSAYS SELECTED FROM CONTRIBUTIONS 

To the EDINBURGH REVIEW. By Hbnkt Roobrs. 2 voU. 8vo. 24s. cloth. 

RONALDS.-THE FLY-FISHER'S ENTOMOLOGY. 

lUustrated by coloured Representations of the Natural and Artificial Insect; and accom- 
panied by a few Observations and Instructions relative to Trout and Grayling* Fishing. By 
Alfred Ronalds. 4th Edition, corrected ; with Twenty Copperplates. 8vo. I4s. cloth. 

ROVINGS IN THE PACIFIC, FROM ]837 TO 1849 ; 

With a GLANCE at CALIFORNIA. By A Merchant long resident at Tahiti. With 
Four Illustrations printed in colours, a vols, post 8vo. 21s. cloth. 

ROWTON -THE DEBATER ; 

Being a Series of complete Debates, Outlines of Debates, and Questions for Discussion ; with 
ample References to the best Sources of Information on each particular Topic. By Frederic 
Rowton, Author of "The Female Poets of Great Britain." New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 68. cloth. 

SCHLEIDEN.-PRINCIPLES OF SCIENTIFIC BOTANY; 

Or, Botany as an Inductive Science. By Dr. M. J. Schleiden, Extraordinary Professor of 
Botany in the University of Jena. Translated by Edwin Lankester, M.D. F.R.S. F.L.S. 
Lecturer on Botany at the St. George's School of Medicine, London. 8vo. with Plates and 
Woodcuts, 21s. cloth. 

SCOFFERN.-THE MANUFACTURE OF SUGAR, 

In the Colonies and at Home, chemically considered. By John Scoffern, M.B. Lond. late 
Professor of Chemistry at the Aldersgate College of Medicine. 8vo. with Illustrations (one 
coloured) 10s. 6d. cloth. 

B 
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SEAWARD- SIR EDWARD SEAWARD'S NARRATIVE OF 

HIS SHIPWRECK, and consequent Diacorery of certain Islands in the Caribbean Sea : with 
a detail of many extraordinary and highly interesting Events in his Life, from 17S3 to 1749, as 
written in his own Diary. Edited by Miss Janb Pobtbr. Third Edition, with a New Nau- 
tical and Geographical Introduction. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21s. cloth. 

SEWELL -AMY HERBERT. 

By a Ladt. Edited by the Rev. William Sbwell, B.D. Fellow and Tutor of Exeter 
College, Oxford. New Edition. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 96. cloth. 

SEWELL. -THE EARL'S DAUGHTER. 

By the Authoress of *• Amy Herbert," "Gertrude," "Laneton Parsonage," "Margaret Per- 
cival," and '*The Child's History of Rome." Edited by the Rev. William Sewbll, D.B. 
Fellow and Tutor of Exeter College, Oxford. 2 vols. fcp.Sio. 9s. cloth. 

SEWELL.-6ERTRDDE. 

A Tale. By the Authoress of *' Amy Herbert." Edited by the Rev. William Sbwbll, B.D. 
Fellow and Tutor of Exeter College, Oxford. New Edition. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 9s. cloth. 

SEWELL.-LANETON PARSONAGE : 

A Tale fur Children, on the Practical Use of a portion of the Church Catechism. By the 
Authoress of "Amy Herbert." Edited by the Rev. W. Sewell, B.D. FeUow and Tutor of 
Exeter College, Oxford. New Edition. 3 vols. fcp. 8vo. 16s. doth. 

SEWELL.-MARGARET PERCIVAL. 

By the Authoress of "Amy Herbert." Edited by the Rev. W. Sewell, B.D. Fellow and Tutor 
of Exeter College, Oxford. New Edition. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

SHAKSPEARE, BY BOWDLER. 

THE FAMILY SHAKSPEARE; in which nothmg w added to the Original Text; but those 
words and expressions are omitted which cannot with propriety be readaloud. By T. Bowdler, 
Esq. F.R.S. New Edition. 8vo. with 36 Engravings on Wood, from designs by Smirke, Howard, 
and other Artists, 21s. cloth; or, in 8 vols. 8vo. without Illustrations, ^4, 14s. 6d. boards. 

SHARP'S BRITISH GAZETTEER. 

A NEW and COMPLETE BRITISH GAZETIEER, or TOPOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 
of the UNITED KINGDOM. Containing a Description of every Place, and the principal 
Objects of Note, founded upon the Ordnance Surveys, the best Local and other Authorities, 
and the most recent Official Documents connected with Population, Constituencies, Corpo- 
rate and Ecclesiastical Affairs, Poor Laws, Education, Charitable Trusts, Railways, Trade, &c. 
By J. A. Sharp. In Two very large Volumes, 8vo. uniform with Johnston's New Geneval 
Gazetteer of the WorU, [In the press, 

SHORT WHIST: 

Its Rise, Progress, and Laws ; with Observations to make any one a Whist Player ; containing 
also the Laws of Piquet, Cassino, Ecart^, Cribbage, Backgammon. By Migor A * * * * *• 
New Edition. To which are added. Precepts for I'yros. By Mrs. B * * * *. Fcp. 8vo. 38 . cloth. 



SINCLAIR. -THE BUSINESS OF LIFE. 

By Cathbbins Sinclair, Author of "The Journey of Life," • 
Bonverie," &c. 2 vols, fcap 8vo. 10s. cloth. 
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SINCLAIR.-THE JOURNEY OF LIFE. 

By Cathbbins Sinclaib, Author of " The Business of Life," " Modem Society," 
Boaverie," &c. New Edition, corrected and enlarged. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. Cloth. 
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SIR ROGER DE COVERLET. 

From like Spectator. With Notes and Illustrations, by W. Henry Wills ; and Twelve 
fine Wood Eng^vings, by John Thompson, from Designs by Frederick Taylbr. Crown 
8V0. 158. boards ; or 27s. bound in morocco by Hayday. 

THE SKETCHES : 

Three Tales, By the Authors of "Amy Herbert," "The Old Man's Home," and "Hawk- 
stone." New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. with 6 Plates, 8s. cloth. 

SMEE— ELEMENTS OF ELECTRO-METALLTJRGY. 

By Alfred Smee, F.R.S., Surgeon to the Bank of England. Third Edition, revised, cor- 
rected, and considerably enlarged ; with Electrotypes and numerous Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 
108. 6d. cloth. 

SMITH -THE WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY- SMITH: 

Including his Contributions to The Edinburgh Review. New Edition, complete in One 
Volume ; with Portrait by E. U. Eddis, engraved in line by W. Greatbach, and View of 
Combe Florey Rectory, Somerset. Square crown 8vo. 21s. cloth ; 30s. calf extra, by Hayday : 
or in 3 vols. 8vo. with Portrait, 36s. cloth. 

SMITH. -ELEMENTARY SKETCHES OF MORAL PHILO- 

SOPHY, delivered at the Royal Institution in the Years 1804, 1805, and 1806. By the late 
Rev. Sydney Smith, M.A. With an Introductory Letter to Mrs. Sydney 9mith from the 
late Lord Jeflrey. Second Edition. 8vo. 128. cloth. 

SMITH.-SERMONS PREACHED AT ST. PAUL'S CATHE- 

DRAL, the Fouudling Hospital, and several Churches in London; together with others 
addressed to a Country Congregation. By the late Rev. Sydney Smith, Canon Residentiary 
of St. Paul's Cathedral. 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

SMITH.-THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHERUBIM : 

Being an Inquiry, Critical, Exegetical, and Practical, into tbe Symbolical Character and 
Design of the Cherubic Figure of Holy Scripture. By Georob Smith, F.A.S., &c. Post 
8vo. 3s. cloth. 

SMITH.-SACRED ANNALS; 

Or, Researches into the Histor>' and Religion of Mankind, from the Creation of the World to 
the Death of Isaac : deduced from the Writings of Moses and other Inspired Authors, copiously 
illustrated and confirmed by the Ancient Records, Traditions, and Mythology of the Heathen 
World. By George Smith, F.A.S. Crown 8vo. lOs. cloth. 

SMITH.-THE HEBREW PEOPLE ; 

Or, the History and Religion of the Israelites, from the Origin of the Nation to the Time of 
Christ : deduced from the Writings of Moses and other Inspired Authors ; and illustrated 
by copious References to the Ancient Records, Traditions, and My thology of the Heathen 
World. By George Smith, F.A.S. &c. Firming the Second Volume of Sacred Annals. 
Crown 8vo. in Two Parts, 12s. cloth. 

SMITH.-THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT BRITAIN HISTORI- 

• CALLY CONSIDERED : or, a Succinct Account of the several Religious Systems which have 
obtained in this Island from the Earliest Times to the Norman Conquest : including an Inves- 
tigRtion into the Early Progress of Error in the Christian Church, the Introduction of the 
Gospel into Britain, and the State of Religion in England till Popery had gained the ascen- 
dancy. By George Smith, F.A.S. New Edition. 8vo. 7s. fid. cloth. 

SMITH.-PERILOUS TIMES; 

Or, the Aggressions of Antichristian Error on Scriptural Christianity, considered in reference 
to the Dangers and Duties of Protestants. By George Smith, F. A.S. Fcp. 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

SMITH.-THE VOYAGE AND SHIPWRECK OF ST. PAUL : 

with Dissertations on the Sources of the Writings of St. Luke, and the Ships and Navigation 
of the Antients. By James Smith, Esq. of Jordan Hill, F.R.S. 8vo. with Views, Charts, 
and Woodcuts, 14s. cloth. 



28 



NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 



SNOW-VOYAGE OF THE PRINCE ALBERT IN SEARCH OF 

SIR JOHN FRANKLIN : A Narrative of Every-day Life in the Arctic Seas. By W. Parker 
Snow. With a Chart, and 4 Illustrations printed in Ck)Iours. Post 8vo. I2s. cloth. 

THE LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE 

ROBERT SOUTHEY. Edited by bis Son, the Rev. Charles Cuthbert Southey M.A., 
Vicar of Ardleii^h. With namerous Portraits, and Six Landscape Illastrations from Designs 
by William Westall, A.R.A. 6 vols, post 8vo. 63e. cloth. 

%* Each of the Six Volumes m&y be had separately ,price lOs. 6d. 

SOUTHEY'S COMMONPLACE BOOK-FOURTH SERIES. 

Fourth and last Series; beinj? ORIGINAL MEMORANDA, and comprisrnfir Collections, 
Ideas, and Studies for Literary Compositions in gfeneral } Collections for a History of Eng^lish 
Literature and Poetry; Characteristic Enfflish Anecdotes, and Frag^ments for Btprietla; 
Collections for The Doctor ^c. ; Personal Observations and Recollections, with Fraiirments of 
Journals; Miscellaneous Anecdotes and Gleaning^; Extracts, Facts, and Opinions relating^ 
to Political and Social Society ; Texts for Sermons ; Texts for Enforcement ; and L'Envoy : 
forming: a ?\ng\e Volume complete in itself. Edited by Mr. Southey *8 Son-in-law, the Rev. 
J. W. Warter, B.D. Square crown 8vo. 21s. cloth. 

SOUTHEY'S COMMONPLACE BOOK-THIRD SERIES. 

Beinsr ANALYTICAL READINGS ; and comprising Analptical Readings, with Illustrations 
and copious Batracts, of Works in English Civil History; English Ecclesiastical History; 
Anglo-Irish History ; French History ; French Literature; Miscellaneous Foreign Civil His- 
tory ; General Ecclesiastical History ; Historical Memoirs ; Ecclesiastical Biography ; Mis- 
cellaneous Biography ; Correspondence ; Voyages and Travels ; Topognraphy ; Natural His- 
tory; Divinity; Literary History ; Miscellaneous Literature ; and Miscellanies. Forming a 
Single Volume complete in itself. Edited by Mr. Southey's Son-in-law, the Rev. J. W. 
Warter, B.D. Square crown 8vo. 218. cloth. 

SOUTHEY'S COMMONPLACE BOOK -SECOND SERIES. 

Comprising SPECIAL COLLECTIONS— viz. Ecclesiasticals, or Notes and Extracts on Theo- 
logical Subjects (with Collections concerninir Cromwell's Age) ; Spanish and Portuguese 
Literature ; Middle Ages, &c. ; Notes for the History of the Religious Orders ; Orientalia, or 
Eastern and Mahommedan Collections; American Tribes; Incidental and Miscellaneous Illus- 
trations; Physica, or Remarkable Facts in Natural History; and Curious Facts, quite Mis- 
cellaneous. Forming a single Volume complete in itself. Edited by Mr. Southey's Son-in-Law, 
the Rev. J. W. Warter, B.D. Square crown 8vo. 16b. cloth. 

SOUTHEY'S COMMONPLACE BOOK-FIRST SERIES. 

Comprising CHOICE PASSAGES, Moral, Religious, Political, Philosophical, Historical, Foeti- 
cal, and Miscellaneous ; and COLLECTIONS for the History of Manners and Literature in 
England. Forming a single Volume complete in itself. Edited by Mr. Southey's Son-iu-Law, 
the Rev. J. W. Warter, B.D. New Edition ; with medallion Portrait of Southey. Square 
crown 8vo. 18s. cloth. 



SOUTHEY'S THE DOCTOR &c. COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME. 

The DOCTOR &c. By the late Robert Southey. Complete In One Volume. Edited by 
Mr. Southey's Son-in-Law, the Rev. John Wood Warter, B.D. With Portrait, Vignette, 
Bust of the Author, and coloured Plate. New Edition. Square crown 8vo. 2l8. cloth. 

ROBERT SOUTHEY'S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS; 

Containing all the Author's last Introductions and Notes. Complete in One Volume, with 
Portrait and View of the Poet's Residence at Keswick ; uniform with Lord Byron's and 
Moore's Poems. Medium 8vo. 21s. cloth ; 42s. bound in morocco.— Or, in 10 vols. fcp. 8vo. 
with Portrait and 19 Plates, d^i. 10s. cloth ; morocco, ^^4. 10s. 

SOUTHEY.-SELECT WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS, 

From Chaucer to Lovelace, inclusive. With Biographical Sketches by the late Robert 
Southey. Medium 8vo. 3is. cloth. 
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SOUTHEY.-THE LIFE OF WESLEY; 

And Rise and Progress of Methodism. By Robert South by, New Edition, with Notes by 
the late Samuel Taylor Coleridg^e, Esq., and Remarks on the Life and Character of John 
Wesley, by the late Alexander Knox, Esq. Edited by the Author's Son, the Rev. Charlks 
' CuTHBBRT South ET, M.'A. Vicar of Ardleigh. 2 vols. 8vo. with 2 Portraits, 28s. cloth. 

STEEL'S SHIPMASTER'S ASSISTANT; 

Compiled for the use of Merchants, Owners and Masters of Ships, Officers of Customs, and all 
Persons connected with Shipping or Commerce : containing the Law and Local Regulations 
affecting the Ownership, Charge, and Management of Ships and their Cargoes ; together with 
Notices of other Matters, and all necessary Information for Mariners. New Edition, rewritten 
throughout. Edited by Graham Willmorb, Esq. M.A. Barrister-at-Law; George 
Clements, of the Customs, London; and William Tate, Authorof "The Modern Cambist." 
Svo. 28s. cloth ; or, 29s. bound. 

STEPHEN.-ilSSAYS IN ECCLESIASTICAL BIOGRAPHY. 

From The Edinburgh Review. By the Right Hon. Sir Jambs Stephen, K.C.B., Professor 
of Modem History in the University of Cambridge. Second Edition. 2 vols. 8vo. 24s. cloth. 

STOW.-THE TRAINING SYSTEM, THE MORAL TRAINING 

SCHOOL, and the NORMAL SEMINARY. By David Stow, Esq. Honorary Secretary to 
the Glasgow Normal Free Seminary ; Author of *' Moral Training," &c. 8th Edition, cor- 
rected and enlarged ; with Plates and Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

SWAIN.-ENGLISH MELODIES. 

By Charles Swa in. Author of " The Mind, and other Poems." Fcp. 8vo. 68. cloth ; bound 
in morocco, 12s. 

SYMONS.-THE LAW RELATING TO MERCHANT SEAMEN, 

Arranged chiefly for the use of Masters and Officers in the British Merchant Service. With 
an Appendix, containing the Navigation Act ; the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850 ; the general 
Merchant Seamen's Act ; the Seamen's Protection Act ; the Notice of Examinations of 
Masters and Mates ; and the Scale of Medicines (Dee. 19, 1850) and Medical Stores (Dec, 
20, 1850) issued by the Board of Trade, By Edward William Stmons, Chief Clerk of 
the Thames Police Court. 4th Edition. 12mo. 5s. cloth. 

TATE.-ON THE STRENGTH OF MATERIALS ; 

Containing various original and useful Formulae, specially applied to Tubular Bridges, Wrought 
Iron and Cast Iron Beams, &c. By Thomas Tate, of Kneller Training College, Twickenham ; 
late Mathematical Professor and Lecturer on Chemistry in the National Society's Training 
College, Battersea; Author of "Exercises on Mechanics and Natural Philosophy." Svo. 
6s. 6d. cloth. 

TAYLER.-MARGARET; 

Or, the Pearl. By the Rev. Charles B. Tayler, M.A. Rector of St. Peter's, Chester, Author 
of " Lady Mary, or Not of the World," &c. New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

TAYLER.-LADY MARY; 

Or, Not of the World. By the Rev. Charles B. Tayler, Rector of St. Peter's, Chester; 
Author of " Margaret, or the Pearl," &c. New Edition ; with a Frontispiece engraved by J. 
Absolon. Fcp. Svo. 6s. 6d. cloth. 

TAYLOR.-THE VIRGIN WIDOW: 

a Play. By Hen ry Taylor, Author of ** The Statesman," " Philip Van Artevelde," '* Edwin 
the Fair," &c. Fcp. Svo. 6s. cloth. 

TAYLOR.-LOYOLA : AND JESUITISM IN ITS RUDIMENTS. 

By Isaac Taylor, Author of " Natural History of Enthusiasm," &c. Post Svo. lOs. 6d. cloth. 




THIRLWALL -THE HISTORY OF GREECE. 

By the Bight Rer. the Lord Bishop of St. David's (tbe Rev. Connop Thirlwall). A New 
Edition, revised ; with Notes. Vols. I. to Y. 8vo. with Maps, 60b. cloth. To be completed 
in 8 volumes, price 12i. each. [Vol, VL nearly ready. 

*»* Also, an Edition in 8 vols. fcp. 8vo. with Tijcnette Titles, £^. 8s. cloth. 

A HISTORY OF GREECE, FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES 

to the TAKING of CORINTH bv the ROMANS, B.C. 146, mainly based upon Bishop 
Thir1wall*s History of Greece. By Dr. Leonhard Schmitz, F.R.S'.E., Rector of the High 
School ot Edinborg^h. Second Edition. 12mo. 7s. 6d. cloth. 

THOMAS'S INTEREST TABLES.-ANEW SET OF INTEREST 

TABLES, from One to Three per Cent, per Annum, calculated by Eighths per Cent. By 
.William Thomas. 4to. [Nearly ready. 

THOMSON'S SEASONS. 

Edited by Bolton Cornby, Esq. Illustrated with Seventy-seven Dengns drawn ou- Wood, 
by Members of the Etching Club. Engraved by Thompson and other eminent Engravers. 
Square crown 8vo. uniferm with Ooldtmith's Poems ilhivtratecP by the Etching Club, 21s. 
cloth ; or, bound in morocco, by Hayday, S6s. 

THOMSON'S SEASONS. 

Edited, with Notes, Philosophical, Classical, Historical, and Biographical, by Anthony 
Todd Thomson, M.D. F.L.S. Fcp. 8vo. 7s. 6d. cloth. 

THOMSON.-THE DOMESTIC MANAGEMENT OF THE SICK 

BOOM, necessary, in- Aid of Medical Treatment, for the Cure of Diseases. By Anthony 
Todd Thomson, M.D. F.L.S. late Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, and of 
Forensic Medicine, in UmvefBity- College, London. New Edition. Post 8vo. 10s. 6d. cloth. 

THOMSON.-TABLES OF INTEREST, 

At Three, Four, Foinr-and-a>Hfi]f, and Five per Cent., ftom One Pound to Ten Thousand, and 
Arom One to Three Hundred and Sixty-five Days, in a regular pr<^ession of single Days; 
with Interest at all the above Rates, from One to Twelve Months, and from One to Ten Years. 
Also, numerous, other Tables of Exchanges, Time, and Diseounts. By John Thomson, 
Accountant. New Edition." 12mo. 8s. bound. 



THOMSON.-SCHOOL CHEMISTRY ; 



Or, Practical Rudiments of the Science. By Robert Dundas Thomson, M.D. Master in 
Surgery in the University of Glasgow. Fcp. 8vo. with Woodcuts, 7s. cloth. 

THE THUMB BIBLE ; 

Or, Verbum Sempitemum. By J. Taylor. Being an Epitome of the Old and New Testa- 
ments in English Verse. A New Edition (1850), printed from the Edition of 1693, by C. Whit* 
tingharo, Chiswick. 64mo. Is. 6d. bound and clasped. 

TOMLINE.-AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE 

BIBLE: containing Proofs of the Authenticity and Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures; 
a Summary of the History of the Jews ; an Account of the Jewish Sects j and a brief 
Statement of the Contents of the several Books of the Old and New Testaments. By Georob 
ToMLiNE, D.D. F.R.S. New Edition. Fcp, 8vo. 58. 6d. cloth. 

TOOKE.-THE HISTORY OF PRICES : 

With reference to the Causes of their principal Variations, from the year 1792 to the year 
1838, inclusive. Preceded by a Sketch of the History of the Com Trade in the last Two Cen- 
turies. By Thomas Tooke, Esq. F.R.&. 3 vols. 8vo. j^. 88. doth. 
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TOOKE -THE HISTORY OF PRICES, AND OF THE STATE 

of the CIRCULATION from 1839 to 1847, indusive: with a general Review of the Currency 
Question) and Remarks on the Operation of the Acts 7 and 8 Vict. c. 32: being a continuation 
of The Historp of Prices, from 1793 to 1838. By T. Tookb, Esq. F.R.S. 8vo. 18S. cloth. 

TOWNSEND -MODERN STATE TRIALS. 

Revised and illustrated with Essays and Notes. By William Charles Townsend, Esq. 
M.A., Q.C.» late Recorder of MaccleslSeld ; Author of "Lives ot Twelve Eminent Judges of 
the Last and of the Present Century," &c. 2 vols. 8vo. 30s. cloth. 

TOWNSEND -THE LIVES OF TWELVE EMINENT JUDGES 

of the LAST and of the PRESENT CENTURY. By W. Charles Townsbno, Esq. M.A. Q.C. 
late Recorder of Macclesfield ; Author of ** Memoirs of the House of Commons." 2 vols. 
8vo. 28s. cloth. 

TURNER.-THE SACRED HISTORY OF THE WORLD, 

Attempted to be Philosophically considered, in a Series of Letters to a Son. By Sharon 
Turner, F.S.A. and R.A.S.L. New Edition, edited by the Rev. Sydney Turner. 3 vols, 
post 8vo. 3ls. 6d. cloth. 

DR. TURTON^S MANUAL OF THE LAND AND FRESH- 

WATER SHELLS of the BRITISH ISLANDS. A New Edition, thoroughly revised and with 
considerable Additions. By John Edward Gray, Keeper of the Zoological Collection in 
the British Museum. Post 8vo. with Woodcuts, and 12 Coloured Plates i5s. cloth. 

TWELVE YEARS AGO: A TALE. 

By the Authoress of " Letters to my Unknown Friends," " Some Passages from Modem His- 
tory," *' Discipline," and " Letters on Happiness." Fcp. 8vo. 6s. 6d. doth. 

TWININ6.-0N THE PHILOSOPHY OF PAINTING : 

A Theoretical and Practical Treatise; comprising JSsthetics in reference to Art— the Appli* 
cation of Rules to Painting -and General Observations on Perspective. By H. Twining, Esq. 
Imperial 8vo. with numerous Plates and Wood Engravings, 21s. cloth. 

TWISS -THE LETTERS APOSTOLIC OF POPE PIUS IX. 

Considered with reference to the Law of England and the Law of Europe. With an Appendix 
of Documents. By Travers Twiss, D.C.L., of Doctors* Commons ; Fellow of University 
College, Oxford ; and Commissary-General of the Diocese of Canterbury. 8vo. 98. cloth. 

URE.-DICTIONARY OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES, & MINES ; 

Containing a clear Exposition of their Principles and Practice. By Andrew Urb, M.D. 
F.R.S. M.G.S. M.A.S. Lond.; M. Acad. N.L. Philad. ; S. Ph. Soc. N. Germ. Hanov. ; Mulii. 
&c. &c. New Edition, corrected. 8vo. with 1,241 Engravings on Wood, 50s. cloth.—Also, 

SUPPLEMENT of RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. New Edition. 8vo. withWoodcute, 14s. cloth. 

WATERTON.-ESSAYS ON NATURAL HISTORY, • 

Chiefly Ornithology. By Charles Waterton, Esq., Author of ** Wanderings in South 
America." With an Autobiography of the Author, and Views of Walton Hall. New 
. Edition. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 14s. 6d. cloth. 

*»* Separately— Vol. I. (First Series), 8s. ; Vol. II. (Second Series), 6s. 6d. 



ALARIC WATTS'S POETRY AND PAINTING -LYRICS OF 

THE HEART, and other Poems. By Alaric A. Watts. With Forty-one highly-finished 
line-Enjfrayings, executed expressly for this work by the most eminent Painters and En- 
gravers. 

In One Volume, square crown Svo. price 31s. 6d. boards, or 45s. bonnd in morocco 
by Hayday ; Proof Impressions, 63s. boards.— Plain Proofs, 41 Plates, demy 4to. (only 
100 copies printed) ^e2. 2s. in portfolio ; India Proofs before letters, colombier 4to. (only 
50 copies printed), j^5. 58. in portfolio. 

WEBSTER -AN ENCYCLOPJIDIA OF DOMESTIC ECONOMY; 

Comprising such subjects as are most immediately connected with Housekeeping : as. The 
Ck»nstruction of Domestic Edifices, with the modes of Warming, Ventilating, and Lighting 
them— A description of the various articles of Furniture, with the nature of their Materials- 
Duties of Servants, &c. &c. &c. By Thomas Webster, F.G.S. ; assisted by the late Mrs. 
Parkes. New Edition. 8vo. with nearly 1,000 Woodcuts* 50s. cloth. 

WESTWOOD.-AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MODERN 

CLASSIFICATION OF INSECTS ; founded on the Natural Habits and compounding Organi- 
sation of the different Families. By J. O. Westwood, F.L S. &c. &c. &c. 2 vols. 8vo. with 
numerous Illustrations, ^e2. 7s. cloth. 

WHEATLEY.-THE ROD AND LINE ; 

Or, Practical Hints and Dainty Devices for the sure taking of Trout, Grayling, &c. By 
Hbwbtt Whbatlbt, Esq. Senior Angler. Fcp. 8vo. with Nine coloured Plates, 10s. 6d. cloth. 

WILBERFORCE -A PRACTICAL YIEW OF THE PREVAIL- 
ING REUGIOUS SYSTEMS of PROFESSED CHRISTIANS, in the Higher and Middle 
Classes in this Country, contrasted with Real Christianity. By Wm. Wilbbrfobce, Esq. 
M.P. New Editions. Svo. 8s. boards ; or. fcp. 8vo. 4s. 6d. cloth. 

LADY WILLOUGHBY'S DIARY. 

So much of the Diary of Lady Willoughby as relates to her Domestic History, and to the 
Eventful Reign of King Charles the First, the Protectorate, and the Restoration (1635 to 1663). 
Printed, ornamented, and bound in the style of the period to which The Diary refers. New 
Edition; in Two Parts. Square fcp. Svo. 8s. each, boards ; or 18s. each, bound in morocco. 

YOUATT.-THE HORSE. 

By William Youatt. With a Treatise of Draught. A New Edition ; with numerous Wood 
Engravings, from Designs by William Harvey. Svo. lOs. cloth. 

0^ Messrs. Longman and Co.'s Edition should be ordered. 

YOUATT.-THE DOG. 

By William Youatt. A New Edition ; with numerous Wood Engravings, from Designs 
by William Harvey. Svo. 6s. cloth. 

%* The above works, which were prepared under the superintendence of the Society for 
the Diffusion of Knowledge, are now published by Messrs. Longman and Co., by assignment 
from Mr. Charles Knight. It is to be observed that the edition of Mr. Youatt's book on the 
Horse which Messrs. Longman and Co. have purchased from Mr. Knight, is that which was 
thoroughly revised by the author, and thereby rendered in many respects a new work. The 
engravings, also, were greatly improved. Both works are the most complete treatises in the 
language on the History, Structure, Diseases, and Management of the Animals of which 
they treat. 

ZUMPT'S GRAMMAR OF THE LATIN LANGUAGE. 

Translated and adapted for the use of English Students, with the Author's sanction and 
co-operation, by Dr. L. Schmitz, F.R.S.E., Rector of the High School of Edinburgh: 
with copious Corrections and Additions communicated to Dr. Schmitz, for the authorised 
English Translation, by Professor ZUMPT. New Edition, corrected. Svo. I4s. cloth. 
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The LIVES of British DRAMATISTS. 
By Dr.Danbam, R.Bell, Esq.&c. 2 vols. 7s. 

The EARLY WRITERS of GREAT 
BRITAIN. By Dr. Dunham, R. Bell, Esq. 
&c. I vol 3s. 6d. 

LIVES of the most Eminent FOREIGN 
STATESMEN. By G. P. R. James, Esq. and 
E. E. Crowe, Esq. 5 vols. . . 17s. 6d. 

LIVES of the most Eminent FRENCH 
WRITERS. By Mrs. Shelley, and others. 
2 vols 78. 

LIVES of themost Eminent LITERARY 
MEN of ITALY, SPAIN, and PORTUGAL. 
By Mrs. Shelley, Sir D. Brewster, J. Mont- 
gomery, &c. 3 vols. . . . 10s. 6d. 

A PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE on 
the STUDY of NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 
By Sir John Herschel. 1 vol. . Ss. 6d. 

The HISTORY of NATURAL PHI- 
LOSOPHY, from the earliest Periods to the 
{>resent Time. By Baden Powell, A.M. Savi l- 
ian Professor of Mathematics in the Univer- 
sity of Oxford. 1vol. . . . 38. 6d. 

A TREATISE on ARITHMETIC. Bv < 
D. Lardner, LL.D. F.R.S. 1 vol. . 8s. 6d. < 

A TREATISE on ASTRONOMY. By 
Sir John Herschel. 1 vol. . . 3s. 6d. 

A TREATISE on MECHANICS. By 
Capt. Kater and Dr. Lardner. 1 vol. 3s. 6d. 

A TREATISE on OPTICS. By Sir 
D. Brewster, LL.D. F.R.S. &c. 1 vol. 3s. 6d. \ 

A TREATISE on HEAT. By Dr. j 
Lardner. I vol 3s. 6d. < 

A TREATISE on CHEMISTRY. By \ 
Michael Donovan, M.R.I.A. 1 vol. 3s. 6d. < 

A TREATISE on HYDROSTATICS < 
and PNEUMATICS. By Dr. Lardner. 1 
vol 3s. fd. < 

An ESSAY on PROBABILITIES, and 
on their application to Life Contingencies \ 
and Insurance Offices. By Aug. De Morgan, 5 
of Trinity Colieffe, Cambridge. 1vol. 3s. Cd. 5 

A TREATISE on GEOMETRY, and j 
its application to the Arts. By Dr. Lardner. 
1 vol. , , 8s. 6d. 

A MANUiT. of ELECTRICIl 
MAGNET; <J?r and METEOROLOGY.. 
}). I'&TdneJ'^^rU F.R.S. &c.; an.lX 
Walker, ^ S ^'^retarv to the Elect^ 



jA TREATISE on the MANUFAC- 
J TUREofSILK. By G. R. Porter, Esq. F.R.S/ 
j Author of " The Progress of the Nation," &oJ 
\ 1 vol. - ~ 

^A TREATISE on the MANUFAC 
\ TURES of PORCELAIN and GLASS. B| 
\ G. R. Porter, Esq. F.R.S. i vol . 3s. 6rf 

;A TREATISE on the MANUFAC 
i TURES in METAL. By J. Holland, Esd 
i 3 vols lOs. 

{ A TREATISE on DOMESTIC ECC 
< NOMY. By M.Donovan, Esq. M.R. I. A. Prd 
^ feasor of Chemistry to the Company of Ap 
thecaries in Ireland. 2 vols. . .71 



A PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE oi 
the STUDY of NATURAL H 
W. Swainson, Esq. F.R.S. L.S. 



the STUDY of NATURAL HISTORY. By 
lvol.3s. Cd. 



On the HABIT^ and INSTINCTS of 
ANIMALS. By William Swainson, Esq. 
1 vol 3s. 6d. 

A TREATISE on the NATURAL HIS- 
TORY & CLASSIFICATION of ANIMALS. 
By W. Swainson, Esq. 1 vol. . 3s. 6d. 

On the NATURAL HISTORY and 
CLASSIFICATION of QUADRUPEDS. By 
W. Swainson, Esq. 1 vol. . . 3s. 6d. 

J On the NATURAL HISTORY and 
; CLASSIFICATION of BIRDS. By W. 
J Swainson, Esq. 2 vols. . . .7s. 

ANIMALS in MENAaERIES. 
I W. Swainson, Esq. 1 vol. 

On the NATURAL HISTOJ 
5 t LASSIFICi^TION of FISH, 
\ &c. By W. Swainson, Esq. ' 

The HISTORY and N/ 
RANGE.MENTof INSj; 
son, Esq. and W. E.> 

A TREATISE 
or, the Natum 
Shell-Fish. ^ 
1 vol. 
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